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***  Of  the  Epiftles  of  Julian,  the  nine  firft  were  printed 
in  Greek,  with  other  Epiftles  by  various  hands,  by  Aldus, 
Rom.  1499,  4-to.  and  afterwards  in  Greek  and  Latin,  at 
Geneva,  1606,  folio.  The  xth  was  preferved  by  Socrates 
in  his  Hiftory,  III.  3.  The  xith,  and  thofe  that  follow,  as 
far  as  the  xLvnth,  were  in  like  manner  published  among 
the  Epiftles  of  various  writers.  The  XLixth  was  taken 
from  Sozomen,  v.  16.  The  Lth,  Lift,  and  Lird  were 
firft  publifhed  in  Greek  by  Peter  Martinius,  together  with 
the  Mifopogon,  and  the  other  Epiftles,  illuftrated  by  a 
Latin  tranfiation,  Paris,  1567  and  1583,  8vo.  Petau  there- 
fore firft  tranflated  thofe  three,  and  alfo  the  Liiid,  and  the 
following,  as  far  as  the  i.viith,  which,  together  with  the 
Epiftle  of  Callus  to  Julian,  Bonaventure  Vulcanius  pub- 
lifhed at  Levden,  1597,  i2mo.  at  the  end  of  the  Epiftles 
and  Problems  of  Theophyla&us  Simocatta.  The  Lvuith 
and  Lixth,  but  doubtfully  blended  together,  were  firft 
publifhed  by  Nicholas  Rigalt,  who  alfo  added  a.  tranllation,. 
at  the  end  of  his  Funus  Parafiticum,  Paris,  1601,  4to.  But 
in  the  edition  of  Petau,  by  the  advice  of  Rigalt  himfelf,  it 
was  divided  into  two,  both  mutilated,  the  former  having 
no  concluiion,  and  the  latter  no  beginning.  At  length 
the  former  was  fupplied  from  a  MS.  by  the  learned  and 
ingenious  Lewis  Anthony  Muratori,  in  his  Antcdota.  Graca^ 
Padua,  1 709,  410.  The  LXth  and  the  two  following  were 
firft  pubUihed  by  Petau,  from  a  copy  of  an  old  MS.  lent 
him  by  Patricias  Junius.  The  Lxind,  which  Martinius 
and  Petau  have  given  in  Greek  only,  but  very  imperfect 
and  incorrect,  Ezekiel  Spanheim  amended  and  fupplied 
from  the  MS.  of  Allatius,  and  firft  added  a  Latin  verfion, 
Muratori  has  alfo  published  three  other  Epiilles  of  Julian, 
the  Lxivth,  Lxvth,  and  Lxvith,  from  the  fame  MS. 

FABRICIUS. 

For  ao  account  of  the  otker  Epillles,  fee  the  notes. 
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Epiftle  I.     To 


*  *  * 


T  THOUGHT  that  you  had  long  ago  arrived 
•*•  in  Jigypt;  and  recolle&ing  what  I  have  often 
faid,  "  Happy,"  cried  I,  "  are  the  ^Egyptians  in 
"  the  plenty  with  which  they  have  long  been  fup- 
"  plied  by  the  Nile,  but  happier  are  they  now 
"  in  the  poflefiion  of  your  Mufe,  a  bleffing,  in 
"  iny  opinion,  fuperior  even  to  the  Nile  :  That 
"  ri?er,  by  flooding,  enriches  their  country  ;  bur 
"  you,  by  your  eloquence,  improving  the  minds 
'*  of  their  youth,  endow  them  with  the  treafures 
"  of  wifdom,  like  Plato  and  Pythagoras,  their 
"  former  vifitors." 

Such  were  my  reflections,  little  thinking  that 
you,  in  the  mean  time,  were  not  far  diftant.  At 
the  receipt,  therefore,  of  your  letter  I  was  at  firft 
fo  much  furprifed,  that  I  thought  it  an  impofition, 
and  could  not  believe  my  eyes.  But  when  I  pe- 
rufed  the  contents,  convinced  that  fuch  elegance 
could  flow  from  no  other  pen,  how  great  was  my 
delight  !  I  then  entertained  hopes  of  foon  feeing 
you  here,  and  I  rejoiced  that  your  own  country 
would  foon  be  blefTed  with  your  prefence,  however 
fhcrt  might  be  your  (lay.  On  this  fubjeft  you 
feem  to  have  brought  a  ludicrous  charge  again  ft 

f  The  name  of  the  fage,  to  whom  this  Epiftle  is  ad- 

drefled,  is  not  known.  LA  BI.ETERIE. 

B  *  me, 
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me.  For  though  I  allow  that  the  air  is  fuch  as 
you  reprefent  it,  that  the  water  is  as  brackifh  as 
the  ocean,  and  that  the  bread  is  made  of  barley; 
all  which,  out  of  regard  to  your  country,  you 
have  by  no  means  exaggerated;  yet,  my  good 
friend,  you  are  much  indebted  to  her  for  having 
furnilhed  your  mind  with  philofophy.  But  be- 
ware how  you  defpife  the  luxuries  of -^Egypt. 
"Wife  Ulyffes,  though  he  inhabited  a  fmall  and 
rocky  ifland,  could  not  be  tempted  either  by  the 
charms  of  Calypib,  or  the  promife  of  immortality, 
to  prefer  them  to  Iihaca,  Nor  was  any  Spartan,.  I 
imagine,  ever  induced  by  the  recolle&ion  of  his 
coarfe  domeflic  fare  to  complain  of  Sparta.  But 
I  know  what  has  occaiioned  your  bringing  this 
charge  againft  me.  You  are  fond  of  money,  and 
in  that  purfuit  being  dilappointed,  you  figh  with 
regret,  and  envy  the  Nile  and  the  wealth  that  it 
produces.  This,  you  fay,  makes  ycu  defert  your 
country,  and  renders  your  perfon  as  irfelegant  as 
that  of  Chasrephon  *.  But  I  rather  fufpecl  that 
you  are  detained  by  fome  kind  nymph,  and  are 
fenfible  at  lail  of  the  power  of  love.  Be  this  as 
Venus  pleafes  !  Mean  time,  fare  we:  1;  and  may  I 
foon  hail  you  the  father  of  a  family  ! 

*  Ch.Treph.on  was  a  writer  of  tragedies.  He  celebrated 
the  adtions  of  the  Hera-lids?;  But  .being,  greatly,  ejnaciated 
by  his  nocturnal  lucubrations,  he  became  a  vulgar  joke. 
The  name  of  »  owl"  was  alio  given  him.  See  Eratn-.  in 
CM.  p  685. 

-.vas  a  difciple  of  Socrates.    His  nocturnal  iluclies  pro- 
he  name  of  >  1^,5,  «  bac;"  and  his  paieneis  the 
epuuct  or  wv£t>6j,  «*  thewiaaof  box."          LA  ULKTERIE. 

Epiltle 
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Epiftle  II.     To  PROHJERESIUS  *. 

TT  7"  H  Y  (hould  I  not  falute  the  excellent  Pro-    A.  D. 
hserelius,  a  man  as  exuberant  in  language     3<il* 
as  a  river  in  water,  when  it  overflows  its  banks; 
and   in   eloquence,  the  rival  of  Pericles  f,  except 
that  he  does  not  embroil  Greece  ?  Be  not  furprifed 
at  my  adopting  the  Lacedxrrronian  brevity.    Sages, 
like  you,  may   make   long  and  verbofe  orations ; 
but  from  me  to  you  a  little  is  fufficient. 

*  One  of  the  Chrift'.an  profeflbrs  who  flint  up  their 
fchools  in  confequence  of  Julian's  edict.  [See  Epiille  XLII.] 
He  taught  at  Athens,  and  his  reputation  extended  over 
the  whole  empire.  The  city  of  Rome  had  erected  a  ftatue 
to  him  as  hrge  as  the  life,  with  this  infcription,  "  The 
"  queen  of  cities  to  the  king  of  orators."  He  had  re- 
ceived from  the  Emperor  Conilans  the  honorary  title  of 
"  general  of  the  Roman  armies."  Julian,  it  is  faid,  ex- 
empted him  from  the  general  law,  and  allowed  him  to  re- 
tain his  feat'  without  changing  his  religion.  But  Prohx- 
refius  had- the  delicacy  not  to  avail  himielf  of  a  privilege 
which  would  have  rendered  his  faith  fufpecled.  Eunapius, 
an  admirer  and  a  difciple  of  this  tophi  (r,  but  a  great  eneroy 
to  the  Chriftians,  relates  this  fad  differently. 

LA  BLETESIE. 

On   the   eloquence  of  Pr oh ce refills,  Eunapius  has  'fully 
enlarged.      But  Suidas  fays,  that  Julian,  in  order  to  pique    \ 
him,  preferred  Lihanius.  PETAU. 

Libanius,  in  one  of  his  Epiflles,  recommends' him  to 
Maximus,  "  as  an  ornament  to  the  world  by  his  eloquence, 
a  good  man,  and  one  to  whom  both  Rome  and  Athens  had 
erected  a  ftatue  of  brafs."  His  death  was  celebrated  in  a 
remarkable  epigram  by  Nazianzen,  prefsrved  by  Muratori 
in  his  Anecdota  Grtcca,  p.  I. 

f  As  to  tile  oratory  of  Pericles,  fee  Cicero  de  Oratcre, 
xxxiv. 

B  3  Know 
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Know,  then,  that  my  affairs  are  much  embar raffed 
r,nd  diftrafted.  With  all  the  reafons  of  my  return, 
if  you  intend  to  compile  a  hiftory,  I  will  mod  ac- 
curately acquaint  you  by  tvanfmitting  the  original 
letters  and  other  authentic  evidence.  But  if  you 
determine  "to  profecute  your  prefent  ftudies  for 
the  remainder  of  your  life,  you  {hall  have  no  caufe 
to  complain  of  my  filence. 


Epiftle  III.     To  LIBANIUS  *. 

A.  D.  ry^HO  UGH  this  is  now  the  third  day,  the  phi- 
•••  lofopher  Prifcus  f  is  not  yet  arrived,  and  a 
letter  from  him  feems  to  intimate  that  he  will  defer 
his  journey.  As  you  have  forgotten  your  promife, 
I  muft  remind  you  of  it  by  demanding  my  debt. 
This  debt,  you  well  know,  it  is  no  lefs  eafy  for 

*  For  an  account  of  this  fophift,  and  fome  of  his 
epiftles,  fee  Vol.  T.  p.  303. 

-}•  A  Platonift,  whom,  at  the  folicitation  of 'Maximus, 
fprung  from  the  fame  fchool,  the  Emperor  fent  for  from 
Greece.  He  was  fo  referred  and  myfterious  in  what  he 
knew,  as  even  to  tax  thofe,  who  communicated  their  learn- 
ing, with  prodigality  and  profanenefs.  But  when  he  con- 
delcended  to  diiplay  his  own  talents,  he  difcovered  a  pro- 
found knowledge  of  the  fyftems  of  the  ancients.  The  court 
did  not  corrupt  him,  and,  inftead  of  becoming  a  courtier 
himjelf,  he  endeavoured  to  render  the  courtiers  philofopers. 

He  was  cue  of  the  philofophers  that  attended  Julian  to 
the  Perfian  war,  and  with  whom  he  harangued  in  his  laft 
moments  on  the  nature  of  the  foul.  He  was  called  in 
c]\:cition  in  the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Valens  ;  but  his  inno- 
cence was  immediately  acknowledged.  LA  BLETERIE. 

you 
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you  to  difcharge,  than  it  is  agreeable  to  me  to  re- 
ceive. Send  me  therefore  your  oration,  and  that 
divine  difcourfe  ;  but,  by  Mercury  and  the  Mufes, 
fend  them  foon.  For  thefe  three  days,  be  aflured, 
you  have  much  wafted  me,  if  what  the  Sicilian 
poet  fays  be  true, 

Lovers  in  one1  day  grow  old  *. 
If  this  be  a  faft,  as  no  doubt  it  is,  you,  my  good 
friend,  have  trebled  my  age. 

I  have  dilated  this  letter  in  the  midft  of  bufi- 
nefs.  I  could  not  write  to  you  myfelf,  as  my  hand 
is  more  tardy  than  my  tongue.  But  my  tongue 
alfo  is  at  prefent  tardy  and  inarticulate  through 
difufe.  Farewell,  my  deareft  and  bed  loved 
brother  ! 


Epiftie  IV.     To  ARI.STOMENES  f. 

IS  an  invitation  neceflary  from  me  to  you,  and    A.  D. 
muft  friendly  offices  never  be  anticipated  ?  Let 
us  take  care  not  to  introduce  fuch  a  troublefome 

cuftom 

*  Theocritus,  Idyll,  xn.  by  Fawkes. 

t  This  was,  without  doubt,  a  man  of  learning,  and 
perhaps  a  philofopher.  From  the  conclufion  of  the  Epiftie 
it  may  be  fuppofed,  that  he  was  zealous  for  the  .Pagan  re- 
ligion, and  perfedtly  well  acquainted  with  the  ceremonies. 

This  Epiftie  feems  to  have  been  written  by  Julian,  when 
he  was  in  Cappadocia;  where  he  ftaid  ibme  time  in  his  way 
from  Conftantinople  to  Antioch.  LA  BLETEUIE. 

In  the  MS.  of  Voffius  it  is  addrefied  "  to  Ariftoxenus." 

TETAU. 
B  4  The 
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cuficm  as  that  of  expecting  a  friend  to  be  as 
ceremonious  as  a  common  acquaintance,  If  I  am 
aiked,  "  How  can  you  and  I  be-ftyled  friends,  as 
"  we  are  not  yet  acquainted  ?"  I  anfwer,  Why  dp 
we  profefs  ourfelves  friends  to  thofe  who  were 
born  a  thoufand  or  even  two  thoufand  years  ago  ? 
Becaufe  they. were  good  and  virtuous.  .  We  wilh 
to  refemble  them.  And  though  as  to  myfelf  I 
am  confcious  of  being  in  fact  far  otherwife,  in 
inclination  I  am  certainly  not  fardidant. 

But  to  ceafe  trifling, .if  you  come  uninvited,,  you 
will  be  cordially  \velcome  j.but  if  you  expert  an 
invitation,  yon  here :  receive  it.  Therefore,  by 
Jupiter  the  -Hofpi  table,  huften  hither,  I  intreat 
you,  as  foon  as  poflible,  and  fiiew  us,  among  the 
Cappadocians,  a  true  Greek  *.  For  as  yet  fome 

facrifice 
_ 

The  Lxxxixth  Latin  Epiftle  of  Libanius,  b.  in.  feems  to 
-confirm  the  former  reading,  kinrj  addrciTcd  "  to.Arifto-' 
"  menes,"  and  much  on  the  fame  lubject.  Being  fliort,  I 
will  add  it  in  Englifh  : 

"   You  \viih,  I  hear,  to  be  known   to   me,      Ee  affured 
that  you  have  gained  your  wifh,  as  I  am  better  acquainted 
with  nothing  than  with  you,      For  who  can  be  ignorant 
of  the  fpleodor  of  fuch  a_genius  ?  Befides,  my  love  for 
you  is   fuch,   t'nr.t  I   love  myfelf  fcarce  more.      Confe- 
qvent-Iy,  command  my  Cervices,  if  any  thing  fnould  offer 
in  which- 1  can  be  ufeful." 
^  A^r-et  fv 'K«Tw««bxai?  k«9a^&.-;'!FA>»;/a.     "  A  pure   Greek 
"  among -the  Cappadocians."  '    The  reftorer  of  the  Greek 
religion    could    not    but   be   difpleafcd    with    Cappadocia. 
tise   cr.pital   of  the   province,  was   almoft  en- 
Tiu-!y  Chriilian.     The  temples  of  Jupiter  and  Apollo,  the 
tutelar  c!ei^  of  the  city,   had  been  long  dellroyed.    Even 
in  the  reign  of  Julian,  the  Chriitians  had  juft  pulled  down 

the 
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the  temple  of -Fortune,  the  only  one  that  remained.    This 
prince,  not  contented  with  confifcating  the  effects^  move- 
able  and  immoveable,  of  the  churches,  enrolling  the  clergy 
in  the  moft  defpicable  militia,  and  putting  to  death  thofe 
who  had  affifted  in  the  definition  of  the  temple  of  For- 
tune, erafed  the  town  from  the  number  .of  cities,  tubjetTtecI 
it  to  taxation,  and   made  it  refurne  the  name  of  Mazaca, 
which  it  bore  before  Tiberius  gave  it  the  name  of  Cnefarea. 
2.  In    Cappadocia    the   Pagans   themfelves    could   not   be 
agreeable  to  Julian.      Qeiideg  his  complaining  of  their1  want 
of  zeal,  their  Paganifm  was  apparently  blended  with  the 
religion  of  the  Magi.      Strabo,  a  native  of  the  province, 
fays,   (Gc/'gr.  I.  xv.)  that,  in  his  time,  "  there  was  a  great 
"  number  of  Magi,  called  Pyrathi,  and  feveral  temples  of 
"  the  Gods  that  were  worfhippcd   in  Perfia.     Large  in- 
"  clofures  were  feen  there,  where  thofe  Magi  kept  up  the 
"  facred  fire  on  an  ajfar,"  &:c.     The  feme  author  feems 
to  fay,  that  thofe  inclofures,  called  Pyratbean,   were  ap- 
pendages to  the  temples  of  Anaitis  nnd  Oman.    The  ftatue 
of  the  latter  was  .carried  in  proceffion.     More  than  three 
centuries  after  Strabo,  St.   Bafil,   a  Cappadocian  alfo,  and 
contemporary  with   Julian,    being  confulted  by  St.   Epi* 
phanius  as  to  the  origin  of  the  Magi,  and   concerning  the 
Magufsei,   replied,   that   "  the  former   were  a  nation  ori- 
«'   ginally  tranfplantcd    from   Babylonia  into  Cappadocia, 
"   and  diffufed  throughout  all   the  country.     They  wor- 
<'  (hipped   fire,    and   condemned  the    killing  of   animals, 
tho.ugii  they  fcrupled  not   to  eat   them  when   they  had 
been  killed   by  others.     They  had  neither  any  law   in 
their  marriages,  nor  books,  nor  teachers,   nor  any. rules 
but  their  ancient   cuftoms.     They  were  alfo  unloci-able 
with  all  men,  and  incapable  of  reaioning."     The  Ma- 
gufei  could  not  be  very  different  from  the   H\p(iil;:rii,  a 
left    in  which    Gregory,  the  father  of    St.   Gregory  N;\- 
.zianzen,  was  born.     He  informs  us,  that  "  the  Hypiiftarii, 
«'   or  worfliippers  of  the  Moft  High,  pro  felled  to  adore  one 
**  God  only.     They   defpifed  idols,  and  facrifice,"  which 
muft  probably  be  underitood  with  fome  reilriclion,  -as  the 
fp.me  St.    Gregory  elfewhere  fays,  that  >'  his  father  had 
"  been  fubjefted  to  the  idols  of  animals.    They  reverenced 
'**  fire  and  lamps ;   and  though  they  were  not  circumciied, 
*'  they  obferved  the  fabbath  and  the  diftinction  of  meats." 

From 
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facrifice  with  relu&ance,  and  the  few  who  have 
zeal,  want  knowledge  *. 


Epifde  V.     To  the  moft  honoured  THEO- 
DORA -f. 

.  A.  LL  the  books  which  you  fent  me,  and  alfo 
•  your  letter,  I  received  with  pieafure  by  the 
excellent  Mygdonius  J.  And  though  I  have  little 
leifure  (the  Gods  know  I  do  not  exaggerate)  I  re- 
turn you  this  acknowledgment.  Farewell,  and  fa- 
vour me  with  more  fuch  letters. 


From  thefe  teitimonies  it  may  be  inferred,  that  the  tenets 
and  rites  of  the  Perfian  religion  had  made  a  great  prog-  eis 
in  Cappadocia,  but  had  undergone  feveral  alterations,  They 
*vene  certainly  adopted,  in  ibme  degree,  even  by  thofe  who 
embraced  the  Greek  religion  ;  a  mixture  highly  ofFenfive  to 
Julian,  who  thought  that  the  re-eftablifhment  of  Hellerafm, 
in  its  purity,  was  the  chief  purpofe  of  his  exigence. 

LA  BLETH.RIE. 

*  ESiXo/laj  j«»,  «x'  ttjcla;  &  £t/«j,  (<  Willing,  but  not  know- 
"  ing  how,  to  facrifice."  Like  thofe  Clvriftians,  who,  St. 
Paul  fays,  had  a  zeal  of  GcJ,  but  not  according  to  knowledge. 
Rom.  x.  2. 

t  This  literary  lady  I  apprehend  to  be  the  fame  who  is 
nddrefled  by  Li'oanius  in  the  following  fliort  Epiftle  (the 
nccxcixth)  "  We,  in  return,  invite  you  to  come  hither, 
<£  and  leave  the  fea.  For  it  is  better  that  yon  fhould  live 
**  foberly  with  us  than  that  we  fhould  feaft  with  you." 
By  this  me  appears  to  have  been  a  perfon  of  fortune  as  well 
as  learning. 

\  This  alfo  was  a  friend  of  Libanius,  as  appears  from 
two  EpiAles  to  him,  the  ccccLXXift  and  the  oxvuuh; 
in  the  firft  of  which  that  fophift  fay?,  u  he  was  like  a  pa- 
"  rent  to  him  at  Athens." 

Epiftle 
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Epiftlc  VI.  To EcDicJus.-Praefea  of  vEgypt  *. 

*  I  CHOUGH  you  write  to  me  on  no  other  fub-    A.  D. 
•*•    je£l  f,  you  ought,  however,  to  have  writ-     362> 
tea  concerning  that  enemy  of  the  Gods,  Atha- 

nafius, 

*  It  appears  from  Epiflle  L,  that  Ecdicius  was  very 
remifs  in  writing  to  Julian  even  on  fubjeSs  in  which  he 
was  the  moft  interefted.  LA  BTETERIE. 

Ecdicius  ftudied  oratory  at  Athens  with  Lib.inius,  as 
appears  from  feveral  of  his  Epiflles. 

f  After  the  tumult  of  Alexandria  had  fubfided,  by  the 
niaflacre  of  George  [fee  Epiflles  ix  and  x],  Athanafius, 
amidlt  the  public  acclamations,  ieatcd  himfelf  on  the 
throne  from  which  his  unworthy  competitor  had  been  pre- 
cipitated. Julian,  who  defpifed  the  Chriftians,  honoured 
Athanafius  with  his  fmcere  and  peculiar  hatred  .  .  . ,  He 
again  banifhed  the  archbifhop  from"  the  city  ;  and  he  was 
pleafed  to  fuppofe,  that  this  aft  of  juftice  would  be  highly 
agreeable  to  his  pious  fubjeds.  The.  prelim g  felicitations 
of  the  people  foon  convinced  him,  that  the  majority  of  the 
Alexandrians  were  Chriflians  ;  and  that  the.greateft  part 
of  the  Chriflians  were  firmly  attached  to  the  caufe  of  their 
oppreflecl  primate.  But  the  knowledge  of  t,heir  fentiments, 
initead  of  perfuading  him  to  recall  his  decree,  provoked 
him  to  extend  to  all  ^gypt  the  term  of  the  exile  of  Atha- 
nafius. The  zeal  of  the  multitude  rendered  Juiian  ftill 
more  inexorable  ;  he  was  alarmed  by  the  danger  of  leaving 
at  the  head  .of  a  tumultuous  city  a  daring  and  popular 
leader ;  and  the  language  of  his  refentment  difcovers  the 
opinion  which  he  entertained  of  the  courage  and  abilities 
of  Athanafius.  The  execution  of  the  lentence  was  ftill 
delayed  by  the  caution,  or  negligence,  of  Ecdicius,  Praefect 
of  JEgypt,  who  was  at  length  awakened  from  his  lethargy 
by  this  fe vere  repri mand.  GIBBON-. 

The  death  of  Athanafius  was  not  exprefsly  commanded  ; 
but  the  Pne£e<5t  of  JEgypt  underflood  that  if  v/as  fafer  for 

him 
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naGus,efpecially  as, you  have  long  been  acquainted 
with  our  edi&s  againfl  him.  I  now  fwear,  by  the 
great  Serapis,  that  if  that  enemy  of 'the  Gods  does 
not  leave  Alexandria,  or  rather  /Egypt,  before  the 
calends  of  December,  the  cohort  that  you  com- 
mand lhall  be  fined  a  hundred  pounds  of  gold  *. 

him  to  exceed,  than  to  neglect,  the  orders  of  an  irritated 
marter.  The  archbifhop  prudently  retired  to  the  monafteries 
of  the  defert,  and  lived  to  triumph  over  the  afhes  of  a 
prince,  who  in  words  of  formidable  import  had  declared  his 
wifli,  that  the  whole  venom  of  the  Galilean  -fchbol  were  con- 
tained in  the  fmgle  perfon  of  Athenafius.  Hid. 
Not  contented  with  bam'flring  Athnnafuis,  the  Emperor 
gave  perhaps  fecret  orders  to  put  him  to  death;  or  at 
lea  it  Ecdicius,  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  Julian,  who  feemed 
diflatisfied  with  his  negligence,  took  a  refolution  to  deliver 
Paganifm  for  ever  from  fo  formidable  an  en^my. "  Be  it  as 

4"t  may,  Athana^ius  went  up  the  Nile  in  order  to  retire  into 
he  Thebais,  when  he' was.'informed  that  he  was  purfued. 
"  Fear  nothin'g,"  laid  he  to  the  companions  of  his  flight. 
li  Let  us  fliexv,  that  he  who  protects  us  is  greater  than 
"  he  who  perfecutes  us,."  'Saying  this,  he  made  the  boat 
'ftter  back  tou-ards  Alexandria.  They  foon  after  met  the 
aflaffin,  who  afked  them  if  they  had  feen  Athanafius,  and 
whether  he  was  far  off  ?  He  is  very  ntar,  they  replied. 

*  If  ;ou  make  ever  fo  little  hafte,  'you  cannot  fail  to  over- 

*  take  him.'     The  aflaffin  went  on  making   hafle,  in  vain. 
Athanafius.  returned  to  Alexandria,   and  there   remained 
concealed.  LA  BLETERIE. 

The  three  Epiftles  of  Julian,  which  explain  his  inten- 
tions and  conduct  with  .regard  to  Athanafius,  fhould  be 
difpoied  in  the  following  chronological  order,  xxvi,  x,  vi. 

GlBEON. 

M.  de  la  Bleterie  has,  by  ir.iftake,  placed  the  xth  before 
the  xxvi th. 

*  From  the  excellent  difcourfe  of  Mr.  Greaves  on  the 
denarius,  the  Roman  pound  of  gold,  the  ufual  method  of 
reckoning  large  fume,  may  be  computed  at  forty  pounds 
fterli^'  GIBBON. 

4000  pounds  fierling  thcrefou  would  have  been  the  fine. 

You 
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You  know,  that,  flow  as  I  am  in  condemning,  when 
I  have  once  condemned,  I  am  much  flower  in  par- 
doning *. 

P.  S.    In  his  own  hand. 

It  grieves  me  extremely  to  fee  all  the  Gods  de- 
fpifed  by  him.  None  of  your  tranfaclions  will 
give  me  fo  much  pleafure  as  to  hear  that  the  wicked 
Athanafius,  who  has  prefumed  in  my  dominions 
to  perfuade  fome  Greek  women  of  rank  to  be  bap- 
tized, is  expelled  from  all  parts  of  --Egypt  f . 


B 


Epiftle  VII.     To  ARTABIUS  J. 

Y  the  Gods,  I  would  neither  have  the  Gali-    A.  0. 
leans  put  to  death,  nor  fcourged,  unjuftly, 


nor  be  in  any  other  manner  ill-treated.   I  think  it, 

never- 

*  Surely  this,  and  the  other  letters  relating  to  Atha- 
nafius, (hew  that  Julian  did  not  pradlife  that  indulgence 
and  moderation  towards  the  Chriilians  which  he  fometimes 
boafted  of.  For  no  fault  is  alleged  againft  Athanafius,. 
except  that  he  was  "  an  enemy  of  the  Gods,"  and  made 
convicts  to  Chriftiauity  from  among  the  Gentiles. 

LARDNER. 

.•  f  Mr.  Gibbon  tranflates  this  paffage  thus :  "  Under 
**  my  reign  the  baptifm  of  feverai  Grecian  ladies  of  the 
"  higheft  rauk  has  been  the  effect  of  his  perfecutions ;" 
and  adds,  "  1  have  preferved  the  ambiguous  fenfe  of  the 
"  laft  word  (eW«s-6ai)  the  ambiguity  of  a  tyrant  who  vvifhed 
"  to  find,  or  to  create,  guilt." 

%  This  Artabius,  I  imagine,  is  unknown.  What  is  here 
given  as  an  Epillle  of  Julian  is  perhaps  a  fragment  of  fome 
edict.  There  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  this  prince  pnblifaed 
fuch  a  one  at  the  beginning  of  his  'reign,  declaring  Pa7 
gaaifoi  the  religion  of  the  empire,  and  at  the  fame  time 

forbidding 
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neverthelefs,  highly  proper  that  the  worfhippers 
of  the  Gods  fhould  be  preferred  to  therm.  By  the 
madnefs  of  the  Galileans  *  the  empire  was  almoft 
ruined  f,  but  by  the  goodnefs  of  the  Gods  we  are 
now  preferved.  We  ought  therefore  to  honour 
the  Gods,  and  alfo  religious  men  and  dates. 


Epiftle  VIII.     To  GEORGE  J. 

A.  D.    ft  "V7*  O  U  are  come,  Telemachus  §,"  fays  the 

-*•    poet.     I  have  now  feen  you  in  your  letter. 

I  have  there  feen  your  divine  mind  in  miniature, 

like  a  large  flame  copied  on  a  fmall  feal.     For 

forbidding  the  Chriftians  to  be  ill-treated.  This  therefore 
nuift  have  been  written  in  361.  LA  BLETERIE. 

This  edift  futficiently  indicates  what  treatment  the  Chrif- 
tians  were  to  expect  in  his  reign.  LARDNER. 

*  It  was  his  fancy  to  call  the  Chnftians  Galileans.  In 
this  appellation  there  was  no  reafon  or  argument.  But  it 
might  anfwer  Julian's  purpofe  to  make  them  appear  con- 
temptible in  the  eyes  of  weak  people.  Ibid. 

f  It  is  certain,  that  the  Arian  perfecution  produced 
great  evils  in  the  ftate.  Conftantius,  defirous  of  being  a 
duine,  negleded  the  duties  of  an  emperor.  In  order  to 
hold  councils,  he  ruined  the  public  carriages,  and  expended 
immer.ie  1'ums,  S;c.  But  it  is  unjuft  to  charge  the  Chriftian 
religion  with  faulcs  which  it  condemns  even  when  com- 
muted for  its  fupport.  Of  all  religions  it  is  beft  calculated 
to  render  a  ftate  happy.  LA  BLETERIE. 

|  The  procurator,  or  one  of  the  receivers,  of  the  Csefar. 
Epillle  LV  is  al'fo  addrefled  to  him,  with  the  addition  of 
KscGoJuKft-,  which  the  MS.  of  Voflhis  has  annexed  to  this. 

§  HXuSsc,  TrMpaxt.  In  Odyff.  XM.  23.  mOtc,  x.  T.  x.  the 
beginning  of  the  welcome  of  Eumsus  to  that  prince  on  his 
return  from  Tylos. 

much 
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much  may  be  exprefled  in  little.     The  wife  Phi- 
dias *  was  not  only  celebrated  for  his  Olympic 
and  Athenian  flames,  but  alfo  for  comprifing  works 
of  real  art  in  fmall  fculptures.     Such,  it  is  faid, 
were  his  grafshopper  and  bee,    and  perhaps  his 
fly  f,  each  of  which,  though  the  brafs  was  formed 
by  nature,  feemed  animated  by  art.     But  in  thefe, 
it  may  be  faid,  the  appearances  of  truth  might  be 
owing  to  the  fmallnefs  of  the  infers.   Obferve  then 
his   Alexander  hunting    on    horfeback  J,    whofe 
whole  dimenfiom    do  not   exceed   the   fize  of  a 
finger-nail :  Each  figure,  however,   is  fo  wonder- 
fully executed,  that  Alexander  even  wounds   the 
bead,  and  with  his  looks  terrifies  the  fpechtor. 
But  the  horfe  refufmg  to  rear  up,  even  in  this 

•*  This  excellent  Greek  fculptor,  ;n  the  year  of  Rome 
323,  finifhed  the  ivory  ftatue  of  Minerva,  fo  much  extolled 
by  the  ancients,  and  confidered  as  the  mafter-piece  of  his 
art.  He  placed  it  in  the  citadel  of  Athens.  Afterwards, 
being  banifhed  from  that  city,  he  retired  into  the  province 
of  Elis,  where  he  was  killed,  after  finifhing  the  ftatue  of 
Tupiter  [of  ivory  alfo,  according  to  Pliny]  which  he  placed 
in  the  temple  of  Delphi,  and  which  has  been  reckoned  one 
of  the  wonders  of  the  world.  MORERI. 

f  Thefe  do  not  occur  among  the  works  of  this  artik 
enumerated  by  Pliny,  in  his  Natural  Hiftory,  xxxiv.  8. 
though  he  fays,  that,  "  in  fmall  works  Phidias  had  equal 
magnificence."  Julian  does  not  fpeak  of  them  as  then 
extant  —  Qao-w  is  his  expreffion,  "  it  is  faid."  A  grafshopper 
and  locuft  of  Myron  are  mentioned  by  Pliny,  as  celebrated 
in  the  poems  of  Erinna. 

1  Here  Julian  feems  to  refer  to  fome  well-known  work 
then  in  being,  (probably  at  Rome  or  Conrtantinople).  The 
expreffion  is  L*o~f<,  "  Behold."  A  hunting-match  of  Alex- 
ander by  Myron,  is  mentioned  alfo  by  Erinna,  as  we  learn 
fn  m  Pliny. 

thefe 
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theft  of  motion,  moves  by  art.  The  fame  im- 
preffions,  my  excellent  friend,  you  have  made  on 
me.  For  having  been  often  crowned  victor  in  the 
lifts  of  eloquent  Mercury,  your  writings,  though 
Few,  are  excellent,  and  remind  me  of  the  Ulyfles 
of  Homer,  who,  by  only  faying  who  he  was,  ter^ 
rified  the  Phaacians  *.  Therefore,  if  my  friendfhip 
can  be  ferviceable  to  you,  you  may  freely  command 
it.  That  even  the  meaneft  can  be  ufeful,  princes 
may  learn  from  the  moufe,  whofe  gratitude  pre- 
ferved  the  lion  -j-. 

*  In  Odyff.  ix.  19.  Ulyfles  tells  Alciuous  and  the 
Fha?a'cians  who  he  is,  by  faying,  £«/*'  Qdvonvs  Aai/ba&jj, 

Behold  Ulyfles,   fam'd  Laertes'  fon, 

but  no  terror  or  confufion,  on  their  part,  is  mentioned, 
nor  is  his  narrative  difcontinued  till  b.  xi.  Perhaps  Julian 
has  fubftituted  by  mirtake  (milling  to  his  memory)  "  the 
'  '  ?ha?acians"  for  "  the  fui tors,"  who  are  indeed  faid  (xxu. 
42  )  to  have  trembled  at  hearing  "  who  Ulyfles  was." 

•g» confus'd  the  fuitors  flood, 

F  om  their  pale  cheeks  recedes  the  flying  blood. 

POPE.  53. 

-ft  Alluding  to  the  fable  of  the  moufe,  who,  having  been 
preferved  by  a  lion,  in  return  extricated  her  benefactor  from 
a  net,  by  gnawing  the  meflies. 

To  this  fable  Libanius  alfo  alludes,  in  his  XLvnth 
Epiftle:  "  We  mice  endeavour  more  to  affift  you  lions,  than 
««  you  lions,  us ;"  and  that  proverb,  which  Synefius  ufes, 
"  he  prefers  a  moufe  to  a  lion,"feems  not  unknown  to  the 
ancients,  applied  to  thofe  who  promifemuch,  but  perform 
little.  WOLFIUS, 


Epiftle 
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EpiftlelX.  To  ECDICIUS,  Prefect  of^Egypt. 

gO  ME  delight  in  horfes,  fome  in  birds,  and 
others  in  wild  beads  *.  I,  from  my  childhood, 
have  always  been  inflamed  with  a  pafiionate  love 
for  books  f.  I  think  it  abfurd  to  fuffer  thefe  to 
fall  into  the  hands  of  wretches  whofe  avarice  gold 
alone  cannot  fatiate,  as  they  are  alfo  clandeflinely 
endeavouring  to  pilfer  thefe.  You  will  therefore 
oblige  me  extremely  by  collecting  all  the  books  of 
George  J  :  He  had  many,  I  know,  on  philofo- 

phical 


*  AAXot  pi»  imrwr,  «XXo»  &  opiw,  aXXoi  9ig  wx  ig«<r»v.  M.  de  la 
Bleterie  has  tranflated  this,  Les  bommes  naiffent  avec  des  gouts 
differens,  and  fays,  "  Some  delight  in  horfes,  &c.  (as  in 
**  the  original)  would  have  had  no  grace  in  French."  The 
Englifh  language  is  not  fo  faftidioufly  delicate.  Our  af- 
fected neighbours  might  with  equal  reafon  object  to  that 
fimilar  paflage  of  the  Pfalmift  **  Some  truft  in  chariots,  and 
Jome  in  horfes,"  &c. 

f  Thus  was  truly  Julian,  what  Cicero  terms  himfelf, 
helluo  librorum. 

£  Surnamed,  from  his  parents,  or  his  education,  the  Cap- 
padocian.  He  was  born  at  Epiphania  in  Cilicia,  in  a  fuller's 
ihop.  From  this  obfcure  and  fervile  origin  he  raifed  him- 
felf, by  the  talents  of  a  parafite,  firft  to  a  lucrative  com- 
miffion,  or  contract,  to  fupply  the  army  with  bacon,  and, 
afterwards,  by  his  profeflion  ofArianifm,  to  the  primacy 
of  ^gypt,  vacant  by  the  expulfion  of  Athanafius.  His 
entrance  was  that  of  a  Barbarian  conqueror;  and  he 
oppreflfed,  with  an  impartial  hand,  the  various  inha- 
bitants of  his  extenfive  diocefe.  Under  the  reign  of 
Conftantius,  he  was  expelled  by  the  fury,  or  rather 
by  the  juftiee,  of  the  people,  and  it  was  not  without  a 
violent  ftruggle  that  the  civil  and  military  powers  of  the 

VOL.  II.  C  ftatc 
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phical  and  rhetorical  fubjedb,  and  many  on  the 
doclrine  of  the  impious  Galileans.  All  thefe  I 
would  have  deftroyed  *•,  but  left  others  more 
valuable  fhould  be  deftroyed  with  them,  let  them 
all  be  carefully  examined.  The  fecretary  of 
George  may  aflift  you  -in  this  difquifition,  and  if 
he  ads  with  fidelity,  he  (hall  be  rewarded  with 
freedom ;  if  not,  he  may  be  put  to  the  torture  >f . 

I  am 

flate  could  reftore  his  authority,  and  gratify  his  revenge. 
The  meifenger  who  proclaimed  at  Alexandria  the  acceffion 
of  Julian,  announced  the  downfall  of  the  archbifliop. 
George,  with  two  of  his  obfequious  minifters,  were  igno- 
minioufly  dragged  in  chains  to  the  public  prifon  (Nov.  30. 
A.  D.  361.).  At  the  end  of  twenty-four  days,  (Dec.  24.) 
the  prilbn  was  forced  open  by  the  rage  of  a  fuperftitious 
multitude,  impatient  of  the  tedious  forms  of  legal  pro- 
ceedings. The  enemies  of  Gods  and  men  expired  under 
their  cruel  infults ;  the  liielels  bodies  of  the  archbifliop 
and  his  aflbciates  were  carried  in  triumph  through  the 
ftreets  on  the  back  of  a  camel ;  and  the  inactivity  of  the 
Athanafian  party  was  efteemed  a  fhining  example  of  evan- 
gelical patience.  The  remains  of  thefe  guilty  wretches 
were  thrown  into  the  fen. 

The  meritorious  death  of  the  archbifliop  obliterated  the 
memory  of  his  life.  The  rival  of  Athanaiius  was  dear  and 
facred  to  the  Arians ;  and  the  feeming  converfion  of  thofe 
feclaries  introduced  his  worfhip  into  the  bofom  of  the  Ca- 
tholic church.  The  odious  ftranger,  difguifing  every  cir- 
cumftance  of  time  and  place,  aflumed  the  mafk  of  a  martyr, 
a  faint,  and  a  Chrifiian  hero;  and  the  infamous  George  of 
Cappadocia  has  been  transformed  into  the  renowned  St. 
George  of  England,  the  patron  of  arms,  of  chivalry,  and 
of  the  garter.  GIBEOX. 

*  It  was  mean  iu  Julian  to  wifli  that  all  Chriftian  writings 
might  be  deftroyed.     It  was  beneath  a  philofopher  to  en- 
tertain fuch  a  thought.  LARDNER. 
f  The  deceitful  and  dangerous  experiment  of  the  cri- 
minal queflian  (as  it  is  emphatically  tfyled)  was  admitted, 

rather 
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I  am  not  unacquainted  with  this  library  ;  for  when 
I  was  in  Cappadocia,  George  lent  me  feveral  books 
to  be  tranfcribed,  which  I  afterwards  returned 
to  him. 


Epiftle  X.  To  the  People  of  ALEXANDRIA  *. 

T  F  you  do  not  revere  Alexander,  your  founder  f ,   A'® 
•*•  and  more  efpecially  that  great  God,  the  moil 
holy   Serapis   J,  have   you   no   regard   for  your 

country, 

rather  than  approved,  in  the  jurifprudence  of  the  Romans. 
They  applied  this  fanguinary  mode  of  examination  only  to 
fcrvile  bodies,  whofe  fuffcrings  were  feldom  weighed  by 
thofe  haughty  republicans  in  the  fcale  of  juftice  or  hu- 
manity ;  but  they  would  never  confent  to  violate  the  facred 
perfon  of  a  citizen,  till  they  pofleffed  the  cleared  evidence 
of  his  guilt.  GIBBON. 

*  This  public  Epiftle  [occaiioned  by  the  maflacre  men- 
tioaed  in  a  note  on  the  laft,  p.  17.]  affords  us  a  very  lively 
proof  of  the  partial  fpirit  of  Julian's  adminiftration.  His 
reproaches  to  the  citizens  of  Alexandria  are  mingled  with 
expreflions  of  efteem  and  tendernefs.  "  He  fuffered  his 
"  friends,"  (fays  Ammianus),  "  to  aflwage  his  anger." 

Ibid. 

Socrates  has  tranfcribed  this  Epiftle,  and  fo  has  M. 
Fleury. 

In  fpeaking  of  George,  he  did  not  mention  the  two 
officers  who  had  been  mafiacred  with  him  ;  becaufe,  not 
defigning  to  revenge  their  death,  which  was  moft  atrocious, 
he  was  afliamed  to  feem  to  forgive  it.  His  letter  is  full  of 
noble  fentiments.  I  would  not  affirm,  that,  after  having 
written  it,  he  was  not  in  his  heart  pleafed  with  thofe  who 
had  furnimed  him  with  the  fubjeft.  The  Arians  circulated 
a  report  that  the  partifans  of  Athanafius  were  the  authors 
of  the  death  of  George  ;  but  the  latter  need  no  other 
apology  than  the  Epiftle  of  Julian  himfelf,  which  only  ac- 
cufes  the  Pagans.  LA  BLET'JRIE. 

C  2  Alexander 


2o  EPISTLES   OF   JULIAN. 

country,  for  humanity,  for  decency  ?  I  will  add, 
for  me  alfo,  whom  all  the  Gods,  particularly  the 
great  Scrapis,  have  thought  proper  to  appoint  ruler 
of  the  world  *,  and  who  ought  to  have  been  in- 
formed of  the  outrage  that  you  have  committed  ? 
But  anger  perhaps  has  milled  you,  and  rage, 
which,  fubvertmg  reafon,  often  inftigates  the  moft 
enormous  crimes,  has,  by  a  fudden  impulfe,  urged 
you  to  perpetrate,  as  a  people,  fuch  wickednefs  as 
in  others  you  have  jufily  abhorred  and  detefted. 

f  Alexander  the  Great  built  this  city,  as  one  of  the  moft 
glorious  monuments  of  his  conquelts,,  about  330  years 
before  Chri-ft.  Its  fituation  was  mod  advantageous,  between 
the  fea  and  one  of  the  arms  o  r  the  Nile.  Alexandria  be- 
came not  only  the  firft  city  in  Africa,  after  the  deftru&ion 
of  Carthage,  but  in  all  the  world,  next  to  Rome,  as  He- 
rodian  ftyles  it.  It  is  at  prefent  fubjett  to  the  Turks.  Selim 
fubdned  it  in  1517,  with  the  feft  of  ^Egypf,  and  the 
country  which  compofed  the  empire  of  the  Mammelus. 
The  city  is  ahnoft  entirely  ruined,  and  it  has  no  more  than 
8coo  inhabitants.  Its  haven,  however,  is  very  good  and 
commodious,  and  it  has  ftiil  fome  trade.  MORERI. 

}  A  falfe  deity  which  the  Egyptians  adored.  The 
Romans  had  often  forbidden  the  facrifices  of  Serapis  to  be 
celebrated  in  their  cities.  The  idol  of  which  the  Emperor 
Hadrian,  and  afterwards  Julian,  wiflied  to  have  a  copy, 
was  composed  of  all  kinds  of  metals,  wood,  and  precious 
flones.  The  temple  and  ilatue  were  demoliftied  i'n,  the 
time  of  Theodoilus  the  Great,  A.  D.  389,  inconsequence 
of  a  fedition  excited  at  Alexandria  by  the  Pagans.  Ibid. 

*  It  is  obfervable,  that  Julian  was  fo  addicted  to  the 
idolatry  of  the  ./Egyptians,  that,  though  he  worfhipped  fo 
many  Gods  of  his  own  country,  he  profefles  himfelf  in- 
debted to  Serapis  alone  even  for  the  empire.  On  this  ac- 
count perhaps  he  caufed  himfelf  to  be  reprefented  on  coins, 
together  with  Serapis,  or  alone,  with  the  name  of  Serapis 
'nfcribe  I,  as  if  he  were  that  deity,  BARON lus. 

But 
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But  tell  me,  I  adjure  you,  by  Serapis,  what 
were  the  crimes  that  incenfed  you  againft  George  ? 
You  will  anfwer,  no  doubt,  "  He  exafperated 
"  again  ft  us  Conftantius  of  bleffed  memory  ;  he 
f(  brought  an  army  into  the  holy  city ;  the  king 
"  of  -(Egypt  *  feized  the  moft  holy  temple  of 
"  God,  defpoiling  it  of  the  flatues,  the  offerings 
14  and  ornaments ;  being  juflly  provoked,  on  our 
"  endeavouring  to  fuccour  the  God,  or  rather  to 
"  prevent  his  treafures  being  pillaged,  he  with 
**  equal  injuftice,  wickednefs,  and  impiety,  dared 
"  to  fend  againft  us  an  armed  force,  fearing 
"  George  perhaps  more  than  Conftantius,  if  he 
"  had  treated  us  with  lenity,  inftead  of  conftantly 
"  afting  like  a  tyrant." 

For  thefe  reafons  therefore,  being  enraged  at 
George,  the  enemy  of  the  Gods,  you  have  again 

*  O  B«<7»Xtt>{  TJ»S  Aiyvvla,  rex  JEgypti:  fo  it  is  exprefled  in 
the  edition  of  F.  Petau.  He  thinks,  however,  that  we 
ihould  read  rf*lnyc?,  (dux)  or  «r«{^o«,  and  M.  Spanheim  in- 
ferts  that  corre&ion  in  the  text.  But  that  is  not  neceflary. 
Julian  ftyles  Artemius  "  king,"  or  tyrant,  of  ^Egypt,  iti 
derifion,  on  account  of  the  outrages  which  he  was  charged 
with  having  committed,  and  for  which  the  Emperor  had 
juft  caufed  him  to  be  beheaded.  LA  BLETERIE. 

Some  months  after  the  tribunal  of  Chalcedon  had  been 
diflblved,  the  notary  Gaudentius  and  Artemius,  duke  of 
./Egypt,  were  executed  at  Antioch.  Artemius  had  reigned 
the  cruel  and  corrupt  tyrant  of  a  great  province.  His 
merit,  who  demolished  temples,  and  was  put  to  death  by 
an  apoftate,  has  tempted  the  Greek  and  Latin  churches  to 
honour  him  as  a  martyr.  But  as  ecclefiaftical  hiftory  attefts 
that  he  was  not  only  a  tyrant  but  an  Arian,  it  is  not  al- 
'togerher  eafy  to  juftify  this  indifcreet  promotion.  GIBBON. 

C  3  polluted 
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polluted  the  holy  city,  inftead  of  bringing  him  to 
a  legal  trial  before  the  judges.  In  that  cafe,  there 
would  have  been  no  murder,  RO  crime  ;  by  a  juft 
fentence  you  would  have  been  entirely  acquitted, 
and  by  punifhing  the  impious  author  of  thefe  in- 
curable evils  you  would  have  reftrained  all  who 
elefpife  the  laws,  all  who  dare  to  infult  fuch 
flourifhing  dates  and  cities,  and  think  that  their 
own  ufurped  power  is  aggrandifed  by  cruelty. 

Compare  with  this  epiftle  that  which  I  fent  you 
not  long  ago  ;  obferve  the  difference,  and  re- 
collec*l  how  mufch  I  then  commended  you.  But 
now,  though  I  would  gladly  praife  you,  by  ihe 
Gods  I  cannot,  fo  heinous  is  your  guilt.  For  the 
people  have  dared,  like,  flogs,  to  worry  a  man, 
without  being  abafhed,  nor  have  kept  their  hands 
pure  to  approach  the  Gods,  the  purifiers  of  blood. 
But  "  George,"  you  allege,  "  deferved  fuch  a 
"  punifhment."  Allowed,  and  one  even  more 
fevere.  ft  And  for  us/'  you  fay.  This  alfo  I 
will  grant,  but  not  by  you.  For  you  have  laws, 
which  you  all  ought  to  obey  and  revere;  and 
though  fome  individuals  tranfgrefs  them,  yet  (till 
the  republic  fhould  be  well  governed,  you  fhould 
obey  the  laws  yourfelves,  and  not  violate  thofe 
which  have  hitherto  been  conftantly  well  admi- 


This  is  nobly  done  by  you,  men  of  Alexandria, 
in  my  reign,  who,  from  my  reverence  towards 
God,  and  from  a  regard  to  my  grandfather  *:,  and 

*  Conftantius-Chlorus. 

my 
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my  uncle  and  naraefake  *,  who  governed  ^Egypt 
and  your  city,  efteem  you  with  a  brotherly 
affeftion.  The  undefpifed  authority  of  a  good 
and  ftrift  government  will  never  fuffer  the  aban- 
doned wickednefs  of  its  fubjefts  to  pafs  unpunifhed. 
A  defperate  difeafe  muil  be  cured  by  rough  pre- 
fcriptions.  For  the  reafons  above-mentioned  I  ad- 
miniiter  to  you,  however,  the  mildeft,  this  epiftle 
and  reprimand,  which  I  hope  will  have  the  more 
effeft  -j~,  as  you  are  by  origin  Greeks,  and  the 
laudable  and  illuftrious  ftarnp  of  that  noble  defcent 
flill  remains  in  your  fentiments  and  a£Hons. 

Let  this  be  communicated  io  my  citizens  of  Alex- 
andria. 


*  Julian,  afterwards  Count  of  the  Eaft.  See  Epiftle 
xiu.  Note  *. 

f  I  cannot  fuppofe  that  he  flattered  himfelf  with  cor- 
refting  the  Alexandrians  merely  by  reprimands.  Their 
tumults,  which  generally  arofe  in  the  theatre,  were  fo 
frequent,  that  the  government  hardly  deigned  to  take 
notice  of  them.  It  found,  no  doubt,  that  they  did  them- 
felves  fufficient  juftice,  for  there  was  always  fome  blood 
fpilt.  They  were  as  foolifh  as  the  inhabitants  of  Antioch, 
and  much  more  wicked.  LA  BLETERIE. 


C  4  Epiftle 
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Epiftle  XL  To  the  BYZANTINES    . 

ALL  your  fenators  we  have  reftored  to  you, 
"^  and  alfo  thofe  of  fenatorial  families,  whether 
they  have  attached  themfelves  to  the  Galilean  re- 
ligion, 

*  This  title  feems  to  me  faulty.    I  do  not  think  that 
any  Emperor,  efpecially  in  a  law,  has  given  the  name  of 
-Byzantium  to  the  city  of  Conftantinople.     But  this  is  not 
jtiy  only  reafon  for  thinking  that  this  law  of  Julian  was 
not  addreffed  to  the  inhabitants  of  New  Rome.     Whatever 
was  the  city  to  which  Julian  wrote,  he  declares  to  the 
citizens   that  he  admits  into  their  fenate  thofe  who  by 
birth,  or  any  other  means,  obliged  to  take  their  feats  there, 
Ihould  allege  fome  exemptions  and  privileges,   by  way  of 
excufe.     I   have  often  mentioned  the  zeal  of   Julian   to 
fill  up  the  council  of  the  cities.     But  that  he  had  occafion, 
to  employ  his  fovereign  authority  to  retain  in  the  fenate  of 
Ccnftantinople,  or  to  recall  to  it,  thofe  who  ought  to  have- 
been  members  of  it,  cannot  be  conceived.     I  know,  that, 
at  leaft,  till  the  reign  of  Theodofius  the  Great,  this  fenate 
was  not  in  all  refpecls  equal  to  that   of  P.ome,  without 
being  able  to  afcertain  in  what  that  inequality  confifted, 
Eut  it  was,  without  doubt,  a  very  auguft  aflembly,  efjpe, 
cially  when  Conftantius  and  Julian  had  augmented  its  pre- 
rogatives.   With  regard  to  the  Eaft,  it  was  confidered  as 
the  public  council  of  the  Roman  nation.     It  there  held  in 
the  political  order  the  fame  rank  which  that  of  Rome  held 
in  the  Weft.     The  fame  titles  were  given  to  both  fenates. 
The  Emperors  gloried  in  being  members  and  chiefs  of  both, 
&c.  Thus,  though  the  place  of  fenator,  even  in  the  two 
capitals,  was  attended  with  very  great  expences,  it  rouft 
have  been  the  object  of  the  ambition  of  individuals ;  and 
we  fee  that  one  of  the  methods^vhich  was  employed  to 
efcape  municipal  dignities,  obfcufe  and  ruinous  honours, 
was  to  obtain,  when  they  could,  the  place  or  title  of  fenator 

either 
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Jigion,  or  have  taken  any  other  method  of  ab- 
fenting  themfelves  from  the  fenate,  fuch  as  have 
filled  any  public  office  in  the  metropolis  *  ex- 
cepted. 

either  of  Rome  or  Conftantinpple.  One  law  of  Condantius 
had  fuffered  ecclefiaftics,  in  certain  cafes  and  on  certain 
conditions,  to  quit  the  curia^  or  municipal  fenatcs  j  and  if 
is  probable  that  Julian,  as  well  from  hatred  toChriftiamty, 
as  from  zeal  tor  the  cnritc^  was  delirous  to  make  the  ec- 
clefiait  ics  fit  there  again  j  as  we  fee  by  one  of  his  laws, 
XII  cod.fbeod.  tit,  I.  DC  decurionibus  I,  51.  Decuriones,qui  tit 
Lbrijliani  dedinant  munia,  revocentur.  But  who  can  be  per- 
fuaded  that  he  wanted  to  force  them  to  be  fenators  of  Coii- 
ilantinople  ?  That  would  have  been  a  ftrange  kind  of  per- 
fecution.  I  could  add  many  other  reflections,  were  I  not 
apprehenfive  that  they  would  make  this  note  degenerate 
into  a  differtation,  perhaps  curious,  but  certainly  miiplaccd. 
I  think  1  have  faid  enough  to  prove,  that  the  word  B:,£M>- 
TI«»S,  which  appears  in  the  title  of  this  Epillle,  has  been 
put  by  miftake,  inftead  of  fome  other  fimilar  word,  which 
I  will  not  endeavour  to  reftore,  becauie  I  fhould  only  ad- 
vance very  uncertain  conjectures.  LA  BLETERIE. 

From  this  Epiftle  it  mould  feesn  that  the  place  of  fenator 
was  confidered  as  a  burthen  rather  than  as  an  honour;  but 
the  Abbe  de  la  Bleterie  has  fhewn  that  this  Epiitle  could 
not  relate  to  Constantinople.  Might  we  not  read,  inftead 
of  the  celebrated  name  of  B^a/hoH,  the  obfcure  but  more 
probable  word  Bi<r«v6nvoK  ?  Bifanthe,  now  Rhodofto,  was  a 
jniall  maritime  city  of  Thrace.  GIBBON. 

*  I  fuppofe  Ronie  and  Conftantinople. 

LA  Bi£TtxtI£. 


Epiftle 
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Epiftle  XII.    To  BASIL  *. . 

A.  D.  «  "\7"  O  U  do  not  declare  war  f>"  fays  the  pro- 
orj&z.  JL.  verb.  But  I  add,  from  the  comedy,  "  O 
"  meflenger  of  golden  words !"  Come  then,  ex- 
emplify this,  and  haftcn  hither.  You  will  come  a 
friend  to  a  friend.  Conftant  attendance  on  public 
bufinefs  is  fatiguing  to  thofe  who  difcharge  it  negli- 
gently ;  but  thofe  with  whom  I  a&  are  diligent  ar*4 
induftrious,  and  in  every  refpedl  deferving.  I  em- 
brace therefore  this  opportunity,  without  negleft- 
ing  public  bufinefs,  to  take  fome  relaxation.  For 
being  (hangers  to  the  courtly  hypocrify  (which 
you  perhaps  have  experienced)  of  loading  with 

*  There  is  not  a"  word  in  this  Epiftle  which  can  autho- 
rife  the  fuppofition  of  its  being  addrefled  to  Bafil  the  Great. 
The  name  of  Bafil  was  not  uncommon.  Who  this  was  is 
unknown.  As  to  the  Epiftles  of  Julian  to  St.  Bafil,  and 
from  St.  Bafil  to  Julian,  which  are  printed  with  the  works 
of  that  father,  they  are  unworthy  of  either,  both  as  to 
their  ftyle  and  matter.  Their  fpurioufnefs  is  vifible  at  the 
firft  glance.  '  LA  BLETERIE. 

f  Ov  TroXEuov  ayysXAw?.  A  common  faying,  when  any  one 
brings  good  news  to  a  town,  as  war  is  the  moil  calamitous 
of  all  things  :  and  yet  with  the  rumour  of  it  many  people 
at  piefent  are  delighted  ;  namely,  thofe  who  feed  on  the 
iniferies  of  mankind.  Julian  has  doubled  the  proverb;  as  the 
following  expreffion,  x^Vff0'  «77«^«?  E~«y,  taken  from  the 
Flutus  of  Ariftophanes,  is  alfo  proverbial.  They  are  the 
words  of  the  old  men,  who  fnpply  the  chorus,  to  Carion, 
who  had  informed  them  of  the  approach  of  Plutus.  They 
are  alfo  adopted  by  Plato  in  his  Phcedrus;  and  again  in  his 
Hid  book  D:  Legiius.  ERASMUS, 

praifes 
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praifes  thofe  whom  it  really  derefts,  with  mutual 
freedom  we  accufe,  when  DecefTary,  and  blame 
each  other,  yet  are  as  cordial  as  the  greatefl 
friends.  Hence  it  happens,  envy  apart,  that  I 
find  ftudy  a  relaxation,  and  thus  ftudious  as  I  im, 
I  feel  no  anxiety,  and  fleep  ferenely;  as  when  I 
have  watcheJ,  I  hive  watched  not  for  myfelf  alone, 
but  alfo  for  others.  Thus  far  perhaps  I  have  been 
trifling  with  you  through  mere  idlenefs,  and,  like 
Aftydamas  *,  I  have  praifed  myfelf.  But  I  fend  this 
to  inform  you,  that  the  company  of  a  fage  like 
you  will  be  highly  ferviceable  tome.  Haften  there- 
fore, as  1  have  faid  before,  making  ufe  of  a  public 
carriage  -f,  and  when  you  have  flayed  here  as  long 
as  you  pleafe,  you  fhall  be  conveyed  wherever  you 
think  proper.  / 


I 


Epiftle  XIII.     To  his  Uncle  JULIAN  J. 

T  is  now  the  third  hour  of  the  night,  and  hav-    A.  D. 
ing  no  fecretary,  as  they  are  all  employed,  I 


with  difficulty  write  you  this.     I  am  living,  thanks 

to 

*  An  a&or  who,  being  ordered  a  ftatue  in  the  theatre, 
for  his  excellent  performance  of  Parthenopaeus,  infcribed 
his  own  elogium  ;  whence  the  proverb,  Aflydamas  ft  \pfum 
laudat.  See  Erafmus  in  Chiliad,  p.  627.  It  is  alfo  ufed  by 
Julian,  in  his  tixth  Rpiille,  and  by  Libanius. 

f  The  government  furnifhed  carriages  to  thofe  who 
travelled  by  order  of  the  prince;  and  thefe  were  then 
called  public. carriages.  LA  BLETERIE. 

I  Arter.vards  Count  of  the  Eaft,  the  Emperor's  maternal 

uncle.  He  had  alfo  been  prnefe£t  of  JEgypt.  (See  Epiftle  X.) 

4  At 
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to  the  Gods,  and  have  been  preferyed  from  doing 
or  fuffering  incurable  evils.  The  fun,  whofe  affift- 
ance  I  particularly  requefted,  and  alfo  royal  Ju- 
piter, can  atteft,  that  I  never  wifhed  the  death  of 
Conftantius,  but  that  I  rather  wilhed  the  contrary. 
Why  then  did  I  wage  war  ?  Becaufe  the  Gods 
exprefsly  commanded  me,  promifing  me  fafety  if 
I  obeyed,  but,  if  I  hefitated,  that  which  all  the 
Gods  avert !  By  appearing  openly  in  arms  I 
thought  I  might  intimidate  him,  and  thus  accom- 
modate matters  more  eafily  ;  or,  if  a  battle  fiiould 
prove  inevitable,  I  determined  to  rely  on  Fortune 
and  the  Gods,  and  to  wait  whatever  their  good- 
uefs  fhould  determine. 


Epiftle  XIV,    To  LIBANIUS  *. 

T  READ  yefterday  moft  part  of  your  oration  -j~ 
•*•  before  dinner ;  and  after  dinner,  without  in- 
termiflion,  I  finiflied  the  remainder.  How  happy 

At  his  requeft,  being  alfo  an  apoftate,  and  hating  the 
ChrifHans  with  lefs  diftinclion  than  his  nephew,  Julian 
pardoned  the  Pagan  murderers  of  George  at  Alexandria. 
As  foon  as  Julian  had  heard  in  Illyricum  of  the  death  of 
Conftantius,  he  wrote  this  Epiftle  to  his  uncle  by  the 
naeflenger  whom  he  difpatched  with  the  news  of  that  ia- 
terefting  event,  LA  BLETERIE. 

*  One  MS.  addi  I»^»r*t  *«•  Ko»*ir<wfi»  "  Sophift  and 
QnaeOor."  See  the  firft  note  on  Epiftle  xxvii,  which  is  fo 
iaperferibed. 

•f  Perhaps  this  was  the  oration  in  praife  of  Julian,  which 
r-  mentioned  by  Suidas  j  or  perhaps  one  of  the  two  that 
are  publifhed,  BARONIUS. 

are 
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are  you  to  be  able  thus  to  fpeak,  or  rather,  thus 
to  think !  What  a  difcourfe !  what  judgment ! 
vhat  an  underftanding !  what  wifdom  !  what  ar- 
guments! what  an  arrangement!  what  flrength  ! 
what  language !  what  harmony  !  what  competition ! 


Epiftle  XV.  To  the  Philofopher  MAXIMUS  *. 

ALEXANDERof  Macedon  is  (aid  to  have  A.  D. 
•*-*•  flept  upon  the  poems  of  Homer,  that,  night 
and  day,  he  might  be  converfant  with  his  martial 

inftru&ions. 

*  The  boldeft  and  moft  fldlful  matter  of  the  Theurgic 
fcience,  by  whofe  hands  Julian  (after  having  imbibed  the 
firft  rudiments  of  the  Platonic  doctrines  from  Edefius)  was 
fecretly  initiated  at  Ephefus,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his 

age- 

As  foon  as  Julian  had  taken  poffeflion  of  the  palace  of 
Constantinople,  he  difpatched  an  honourable  and  prefling 
invitation  to  Maximus  ;  who  then  refided  at  Sardis,  in 
Lydia,  with  Chryfanthius,  the  affociate  of  his  art  and 
ftudies.  .  .  .  His  journey  through  the  cities  of  Afra  dif- 
played  the  triumphs  of  philofophic  vanity  ;  and  the  ma- 
giftrates  vied  with  each  other  in  the  honourable  reception 
which  they  prepared  for  the  friend  of  their  fovereign. 
Julian  was  pronouncing  an  oration  before  the  fenate,  when 
he  was  informed  of  the  arrival  of  Maximus.  The  Em- 
peror immediately  interrupted  his  difcourfe,  advanced  to 
meet  him,  and,  after  a  tender  embrace,  conducted  him  by 
the  hand  into  the  midft  of  the  aflembly ;  where  he  pub- 
lickly  acknowledged  the  benefits  which  he  had  received 
from  the  inftruftions  of  the  philofopher.  Maximus,  who 
foon  acquired  the  confidence,  and  influenced  the  councils, 
of  Julian,  was  infenlibly  corrupted  by  the  temptations  of 
a  court.  His  drefs  became  more  fplendid,  his  demeanour 
more  lofty,  and  he  was  expofed,  under  a  fucceeding  reign, 
10  an  enquiry  into  the  means,  by  which  the  difciple  of 

Plaru 
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inftruftions  *.  But  I  fleep  with  your  epiflles  as  fo 
many  Pseonian  medicines,  and  am  no  more  weary 
of  perufmg  them,  than  if  they  were  new  and  juft 
received.  To  give  me  therefore  in  your  corre- 
fpondence  a  picture  of  yourfelf,  write,  I  intreat 
you,  and  fail  not  to  write  frequently.  Or  rather 
come,  with  aufpicious  omens;  and  be  afiured  that, 
during  your  abfence,  I  cannot  be  faid  to  enjoy  life, 
except  while  I  am  reading  your  letters. 

Plato  had  accumulated,  in  the  fhort  duration  of  his  favour, 
a  very  fcandalous  proportion  of  wealth.  Three  other 
Epiftles  (XVT,  xxxvin,  and  xxxix.)  in  the  fame  ftyle  of 
frendfhip  and  confidence,  are  addrefled  to  this  philofopher. 

GIBBON. 

Maximus  and  other  philofophers  accompanied  Julian  in 
his  Perfian  expedition;  and,  when  he  was  mortally  wounded, 
fome  of  his  laft  words  were  a  metaphyfical  argument  with 
Maximus  and  Prifcus  on  the  nature  of  the  Ibul,  having 
Socrates  no  doubt  in  view.  See  Ammianus,  xxx.  5.  He 
was  fined  and  imprifoned  in  the  reign  of  Valeris,  and  at 
laft  beheaded  for  magic  by  Feftus,  pro-conful  of  Afia,  in 

374- 

Though   Maximus.  was    greatly  refpe&ed,    and   much 
admired  by  the  Emperor  Julian,  and  many  learned  Heathens, 
as  a  great  philofopher,  and  was  alfo  reputed  to  have  com- 
merce with  the  Gods,  I  do  not  think  he  was  a  wife  man. 
/  LARDNER. 

*  Of  all  the  remains  of  antiquity,  Alexander  had  the 
greateft  efteem  for  Homer,  who,  he  thought,  was  the  only 
writer  who  had  perfectly  defcribcd  that  wifdom  by  which 
empires  fubfift ;  and  fuch  was  his  paffion  for  him,  that  he 
was  ftyled  "  Homer's  lover."  He  ufed'to  carry  his  works 
always  with  him  ;  and  even  when  he  went  to  bed,  he  put 
them  and  his  fword  under  his  pillow,  calling  them  his 
"  military  viaticum,  and  the  elements  of  martial  virtue." 

FREINSHEMIUS, 

EpifUe 
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Epiftle  XVI.     To  the  fame. 

'T^HE  fable  fuppofes,  that  the  eagle,  when  he 
-*•     would  try  his  genuine  brood,  carries  them 
unfledged  into  the  air,  and  expofes  them  to  the 
rays  of  the  fun,  that  by  the  teftimony  of  that  God 
he  may  diftinguifh  the  true  from  the  fpurious  off- 
fpring.     But  I   offer  my   writings   to  you  as  to 
eloquent  Mercury:    and  if  they  can  bear  your 
penetrating  ray  *,  you  will  judge   whether  they 
are  fit  to  be  publilhed.     If  not,  throw  them  away, 
as  ftrangers    to   the  Mufes ;  or   plunge  them,  as 
fpurious,  in  the  river.     Thus  the  Rhine,  the  de- 
cent  avenger   of   adultery,    does  juftice   to  the 
Celts  f,  by  overwhelming  illegitimate  infants  with 

his 

*  Tv,»  ar,t  axlixa  in  one  MS.  which  feems  preferable  to 
«x<w  ("  hearing")  the  common  hearing,  as  it  continues  the 
metaphor. 

t  On  examining  all  the  paflages  in  which  Julian  has  ufed 
the  word  Celtes,  I  have  obferved  that  he  makes  it  fometimes 
fignify  the  Gauls,  fometimes  the  Germans,  and  at  other 
times  both  of  them.  T  think  that  it  is  employed  in  this 
latter  fenfe  here.  Claudian  (in  Rufin.  I.  n.)  reckons 
among  the  Gauls  thofe  to  whom  he  afcribes  the  cuftom  of 
making  their  infants  undergo  the  trial  of  water,  by  plung- 
ing them  in  the  Rhine : 

Thus  the  fierce  Gauls  with  yellow  locks  proceed, 

Whom  the  fwift  Rhone  or  flower  Arar  breed, 

Or  whom,  new -born,  the  Rhine's  deep  current  try'd, 

Or  whom  Garumna  wafhes  with  his  tide, 

When  fwell'd  with  torrents  from  the  troubled  main, 

The  refluent  river  floats  the  cover'd  plain. 

JABEZ  HUGHES. 
But 
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But  this  poet  does  not  afcribe  to  them  this  cuftom  ex- 
clufively  of  the  Germans.  The  nations  fettled  on  the  two 
b-inks  of  the  Rhine  muft  have  had  nearly  the  fame  manners 
and  the  fame  cuftoms,  becaufe  many  of  thofe  who  inha- 
bited the  left  fide  of  that  river  were  of  German  origin. 
We  know  alfo  that  the  Germans  plunged  their  children  in 
colt-  water  as  foon  as  they  were  born,  to  afcertain  whether 
they  were  ftrong,  and  to  inure  them  to  the  cold,  as  did 
:r,?.ny  other  nations,  and  as,  it  is  faid,  feveral  in  America 
Co  at  prsient. 

As  to  the  intention  of  proving  the  legitimacy  of  infants, 
it  is  probably  a  fable  invented  by  the  Romans,  Seeing  them 
p'ulflge  in  the  Rhine  thofe  children  of  whom  fome  perifhed 
through  wcakneis  of  conftitution,  or  by  the  mifmanage- 
inent  of  thofe  who  bathed  them;  and  judging,  by  their  own 
corruption,  of  that  of  other  nations,  they  imputed  to  the 
Geravmr.  fome  views  which  they  had  not,  and  an  anxiety 
from  which  the  prudence  of  the  women fufficiently  preierved 
their  huibands.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  moft  ancient  au- 
thors who  mention  this  motive  are  Julian,  Gregory  Na- 
2i»nzen,  and  Libanius;  but  many  have  mentioned  it  fince  ; 
among  others,  Nonnus,  Theophyla&us,  Euftathius,  &c. 
I  know  not  whether  Ctaudian  mould  be  added,  as  he  does 
not  mention  the  objeft  of  the  trial.  According  to  the 
.mtbor  of  a  Greek  epigram,  quoted  by  Cluvier  (German. 
.  :.>  infants  were  expofed  on  the  Rhine  in  a  buckler. 
\\  hen  a  fable  is  once  invented,  circumftances  never  fail  to 
be  added.  I  {hall  obfcrve,  however,  that  Julian,  who  in 
two  paflages  mentions  this  trial,  fpeaks  of  it  as  a  report 
iuiiis  it cotid  Panegyric  on  Conitantius  ;  initead  of  which, 
m  this  EpiiHe  to  Maximus,  fubfequent  to  that  difcourfe, 
he  e;-;prelies  hirefelf  in  an  affirmative  manner :  a  difference 
.ore  remarkable,  as  in  the  fame  Epiftle  he  takes  care 
TO  re  laic  only  as  a  fabk  what  he  fays  of  the  eagle  and  his 
ontis.  O  pi»  f*v6oc  77»J<*  T«»  aielov,  x.  T.  A.  Fdbula  fingit 
•jju'.laix,  &:c.  But,  after  all,  it  is  probable  that  Julian  was 
really  certain  of  the  faft,  that  he  had  ieen  the  nations 
bordering  on  the  Rhine  plunge  their  children  in  that  river, 
bat  that  he  was  mistaken  as  to  the  motile.  LA  BLETERIE. 
The  other  pailhge,  to  which  M.  de  ia  Bleterie  alludes,  is 
the  following,  in  die  iid  Oration  :  "  It  is  faid,  that, 
i;  .-.mong  the  Germans,  tnere  is  a  river,  which  is  an  in- 
44  fallible  judge  of  chaftjry,  which  neither  fighing  mothers, 
7  «  nor 
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his  flood  •,  but  fiich  as  he  acknowledges  to  be  of 
a  pure  origin  he  fupports  above  the  water,  and 
again  delivers  into  the  hands  of  the  trembling 
mother,  rewarding  her  with  the  fafety  of  her  child, 
as  a  teftimony  of  her  uncorrupt  and  irreproachable 
nuptials. 


EpiftleXVlI.     To  ORIBASIUS 


W 


E  are  told  by  the  divine  Homer,  that  there   A-  D- 
are  two  gates  of  dreams,  and  that  their 


credit,  as  to  future  events,  is  different  f .     I  think 

you 

"  nor  fathers  dreading  the  event  for  their  wives  and  chil- 
**  dren,  can  perluade  to  conceal  their  fliame,  being  alwayi 
*'  true  and  fincere." 

That  in  thofe  days  of  darknefs  and  ignorance  fuch  a  fu- 
perftition  might  prevail,  may  ea lily  be  believed,  when  we 
confider,  that  in  much  later  times  female  chaftity  .vas  as 
abfurdly  fubjecled  to  the  teft  of  another  element ;  and  that 
even  in  our  own  country,  polifhed  as  it  is,  and  in  our  own 
memory,  the  aged  of  the  lame  lex  have  been  expofed  to 
a  trial  iimilar  to  that  above-mentioned,  and  drowning  has 
been  deemed  the  only  method  of  exculpating  them  from 
the  charge  of  witchcraft. 

*  Of  Pergamus.  He  was  phyficiah  to  Julian,  and  one 
of  the  four  domeftics  whom  Conftantius  allowed  him  to 
retain  when  Csfar.  (See  the  Epiitle  to  the  Athenians, 
p.  78.)  Oribalius  attended  him  to  the  Perlian  war,  and  in 
his  laft  moments  tried  in  vain  all  the  refources  of  medicine. 
This  letter  muft  have  been  written  in  Gaul. 

The  Chriftian  Emperors  afterwards  ftripped  him  of  all 
his  fortune,  and  banimed  him  among  cruel  Barbarians,  by 
whom  and  their  kings  he  was  much  efteemed,  probably  for 
his  flcill  in  phylic  or  furgery.  He  was  then  recalled  to  his 
native  country,  had  his  eflate  reftored  to  him,  and  married 

VOL.  II,  D  a  wife 
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you  have  had  a  clear  infight  into  futurity  £.     And 

a  wife  with  a  large  fortune.     This  we  learn  from  his  life, 
among  thofe  of  the  fophiils,  by  Eunapius,  who  mentions 
him  as  living  when  he  wrote,  which  was  about  the  year  400, 
above  forty  years   after  his   going  into  Gaul  with  Julian. 
Suidas  fays,  that  Oribafius  was  of  Sardis,  and  both  he  and 
Photius  mention   feveral  of  his  works,  particularly  thefe 
four :  i .  "  An  abridgment  of  the  works  of  Galen,"  in  fe- 
veral books,     ii.  "  The  fentiments  of  other  phyficians, 
**  as  well  as  Galen,"  in  feventy  books.    Both  infcribed  to 
the  Emperor  Julian,     in.  "  An  abridgment  of  the  other 
' "  two,"  in  nine  books,  to  his  fon  Euftathius.  i  v.  "  Another 
"  compendious  reprefentation  of  the  principles   of  medi- 
**  cine,"  in  four  books,  infcribed  to  Eunapius  (probably  his 
biographer),  at  whofe  deiire  it  was  compofed.     LARDNER. 
The  Czefar  had  rejeded  with  abhorrence  a  mandate  for 
the  levy  of  an  extraordinary  tax;  a  new  fuperdiclion,  which 
thepraefecl  [Florentius]  had  offered  for  his  lignature  ;  and 
the  faithful  picture  of  the  public  mifery,  by  which  he  had 
been  obliged  to  juftify  his  refufal,  offended  the  court  of 
Conftantius.     We  may  enjoy  the  pleafure  of  reading  the 
fentiments  of  Julian,  as  he  exprefles  them  with   warmth 
and   freedom  in  a  letter  [the  above]  to  one  of  his  moft 
intimate  friends.  GIBBON. 

f  Odyff.  xix.  562. 

Immur'd  within  the  filent  bower  of  fleep, 
Two  portals  firm  the  various  phantoms  keep ; 
Of  iv'ry  one,  whence  flit,  to  mock  the  brain, 
Of  winged  lies  a  light  fantaftic  train  : 
The  gate  oppos'd  pellucid  valves  adorn, 
And  columns  fair  incas'd  with  polifh'd  horn, 
Where  images  of  truth  for  paflage  wait, 
With  vifions  manifelt  of  future  fate.  FENTON. 

Virgil  has  imitated  this  in  ,/Eneid  VI.  893. 
t  It  is  obfervable,  that  Julian  ufes  this  language  to  an 
intimate  friend.  Can  his  belief  then  in  dreams  be  doubted  ? 
In  what  remains  of  his  books  againft  theChriftian  religion, 
he  affirms  that  "  jfcfculapius  often  cured  him  by  remedies 
"  which  he  had  dilclofed  to  him."  The  Pagans  believed 
that  that  God  appeared  to  them  in  their  ileep. 

LA  BLJVIERIE, 
the 
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the  fame  I  myfelf  alfo  have  had  to-day  *.  A  lofty 
tree  -f  grew>  I  thought,  in  a  fpacious  room,  with 
its  branches  bending  down  to  the  ground,  and 
from  its  root  fprouted  another,  fmall  and  young, 
and  very  flourishing.  For  this  plant  I  was  very 
anxious,  fearing  left  it  (hould  be  rooted  up,  to- 
gether with  the  tree.  Approaching  nearer,  I  faw 
the  large  one  fallen  to  the  ground,  but  the  fmall 
one  not  only  erect,  but  raifed  into  the  air.  Seeing 
this,  I  exclaimed,  with  much  concern,  "  What  a 
"  downfall  is  this !  The  root,  I  fear,  will  perifh 
"  alfo."  One,  who  was  a  ftranger  to  me,  then 
faid,  "  Obferve  with  attention,  and  be  not  afraid! 
"  For  as  the  root  ftill  remains  in  the  ground, 
*'  the  plant  i$  unhurt,  and  will  fix  more  firm- 
"  ly  J."  Such  was  my  dream;  what  it  portends 
God  knows. 


*  Even  in  his  fleep  the  mind  of  the  Casfar  mu  ft  have 

been  agitated  by  the  hopes  and  tears  of  his  fortune.     Zo- 

fimus   relates  a  fubfequent  dream.  GIBBOK. 

f  This  tree  is  Conftantius,  and  the  fhoot  Julian  himfelf. 

LA  BLETERIE. 

J  He  here  plainly  intimates,  that  he  mould  fucceed 
Conftanthis.  To  the  fame  purpofe  is  the  following  paffage. 
of  Ammianus,  xxi.  2.  "  As  Caslar  Julian  was  brandifhing 
a  buckler,  which  he  was  exercifing1  with  various  motions 
in  the  field,  the  pegs,  by  which  it  was  fattened  to- 
gether, being  fhaken  out,  the  handle  alone  remained, 
which  he  grafped  hard  in  his  hand.  And  all  that 
were  prefent  being  terrified  by  the  bad  omen,"  «  Let 
'  no  one,'  he  laid,  '  be  alarmed  :  I  grafp  firmly  what 
I  held  !' 

D  2  As 
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As  to  that  wicked  and  effeminate  xvreteh-  *,  I 
am  very  defirous  to  learn,  when  he  thus  difcourfed 
concerning  me,  whether  before  we  met,  offmce: 
inform  me  as  far  as  you  are  able.  He  well  knows, 
that  frequently,  when  he  oppreiTed  the  provincials, 
I  was  more  filent  than  I  ou^ht  ;  not  hearing  fome 
things,  not.  admitting  others,  not  crediting  a  few, 
and  imputing  many  to  his  friends  and  favourites. 
But  when  he  thought  proper  to  endeavour  to 
brand  me  with  infamy  by  fending  me  bafe  and 
fcandalous  memorials  to  fign  f,  what  was  the  proper 
ftep  for  me  to  take  ?  To  be  filent,  or  to  revolt  : 
The  former  was  -foolifh,  mean,  and  odious  ;  the 
latter  was  juft,  manly,  and  liberal,  but,  on  account 
of  fome  prefent  circumflances,  inconvenient.  How 
then  did  I  aft  ?  In  the  prefence  of  many,  who,  I 
knew,  would  acquaint  him  with  it,  I  laid,  "  He  will 
"  certainly  alter  his  plan,  its  injufiice  is  fo  ap- 
"  parent/'  Hearing  this,  inllead  of  afting  with 
difcretion,  he  did  what,  by  heaven,  a  common 
tyrant  would  have  fcrupled,  and  that  almoft  before 
my  eyes.  In  fuch  a  fituation,  what  conduct  could 
one,  who  is  a  zealous  obferver  of  the  precepts  of 


•*  Ts  i*i<tfti  cufyywu.  He  means  Florentius,  prefect  of 
Gaul.  LA  H  LEXER  IE. 

See  the  Epiftle  to  the  Athenians,  p.  92.  Petau  and  others 
underftand  this  of  the  eunuch  Eulebins. 

f  A  fcheme  to  augment  the  capitation.  Ibid. 

This,  in  the  reign  of  Conftantius,  was  in  Gaul  twenty  - 
five  pieces  of  gold,  annually,  for  every  head.  The  humane 
policy  of  his  iucceflbr  reduced  the  capitation  to  feven 
pieces.  GIBBON. 

Ariftotle 
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Ariftotle  and  Plato  *,  with  propriety  adopt?  Should 
I  abandon  the  wretched  people  to  the  mercy  of 
thefe  extortioners,  or  fhould  I  not,  to  the  ut- 
moft  of  my  power,  proteft  them,  reduced  as  they 
are,  by  that  profligate  crew,  to  the  4aft  ga^P  t  • 
Shall  I  pur.ifh  a  military  tribune,  when  he  deferts  his 
poft,  with  immediate  death,  and  not  deem  him 
worthy  even  of  interment ;  and  (hall  I  abandon  my 
own  fhtion,  when  I  am  called  upon  to  defend  the 
oppreflfed;  a  ftation,  in  which  I  was  placed  by  God 
himfelf  ?  If  difgrace  muft  be  my  portion,  a  pure 
confcience  is  no  fmall  confolation.  Would  to  heaven, 
that  I  were  ftill  bleiTed  with  fuch  an  excellent  friend 
as  Salluft  !  {  If,  on  this  account,  I  fliould  be  fuper- 
feded,  I  rtiall  not  be  concerned  •,  as  a  fhort  time 

*  It  is  plain  that  his  illujlrious  actions  proceeded  from 
pedantry  at  lead,  as  much  as  from  virtue.     LA  BLETERIE. 

•j-  In  the  original,  To  xvx»e<«»  e£«&<rt,  "  they  ling  the  ibng 
*'  of  fwans.'*  Julian  here  adopts  the  ancient  poetical  idea  of 
the  dying  melody  of  this  bird.  And  the  fame  expreffion  of 
the  "  fwan-fong"  is  proverbially  ufed  to  this  day,  in  the 
fame  fenfe,  in.  Sweden.  Yet  even  among  the  ancients  it 
was  doubted  by  ^Elian,  denied  by  Pliny,  and  ridiculed  by 
Lucian,  and  by  modern  naturalifts  it  is  generally  exploded. 
Some,  ho  waver,  have  fupported  it.  Mr.  Jodrell,  in  his 
elaborate  illuftrations  of  Euripides,  after  employing  thirty- 
four  8vo  pages  on  the  fubject,  recapitulates  the  modern 
evidence  on  both  lides ;  and  a  late  writer  in  the  Gentle- 
man's Magazine  (for  1782,  p  420.)  wiflies  "  Mr.  Hunter 
*•*  would  ascertain  the  capabilities  of  this  common  I  rd  far 
"  fuch  enchanting  melody,"  as  he  has  thofe  of  the  (.  uran  - 
Outang  for  fpeech  ;  and  queries  "  whether  it  may  no.  re- 
4t  fide,  like  that  of  bees  and  other  flying  infedts,  in  the 
"  motion  of  the  wings. '* 

t  An  officer  of  great  merit,  by  nation  a  Gaul.     See  the 
Condolatory  Oration  on  his  departure,  or  recall,  in  Vol.  I. 

D  3  well 
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well  fpent  is  preferable  to  a  long  courfe  of  evil  *. 
The  Peripatetic  philofophy  is  not,  as  fome  think, 
more  pufilianimous  than  that  of  the  Stoics.  In 
this  only,  I  apprehend,  they  differ  •,  the  former  is 
more  fanguine  and  lefs  fyftematical ;  the  latter 
more  cool  and  prudent,  urging  a  tenacious  ad- 
herence to  opinions. 


Epiftle  XVIII.     To  the  Philpfopher 

EUGENIUS    -f. 

IED  ALUS,  it  is  faid,  formed  waxeu  wings 
for  Icarus  J ;  and  endeavoured  by  art  to  fur- 
pafs  nature.  Though  I  admire  his  art,  I  cannot 
commend  his  prudence,  in  venturing  to  truft  the 
lafety  of  his  fon  to  diflbluble  wax.  But  if  I  had 
the  power,  according  to  the  with  of  the  Teian 
lyric,  to  be  changed  into  a  bird  §,  I  would  not 
fly  to  Olympus,  or  on  any  amorous  purfuit,  but  to 

*  Such  a  conduct  almoft  juftines  the  encomium  of  Ma- 
nner tinus  :  Ita  illi  annifpatia.  divifa  font,  uf  out  Barbaras  do- 
mitct,  cut  civibus  jura  refiituat ;  perpetuum  prqfejjits  attt  contra 
ktijlem,  out  contra  vitia,  certamcn.  GIBBON. 

f  There  is  great  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  this  Eugeniu* 
was  the  father  of  Themifliiis.  For  he  alfo  was  a  philo- 
iopher,  and  of  no  fmall  reputation,  if  the  teftimony  of 
his  fon  may  be  credited.  See  the  lid  oration  of  The- 
miftius.  PETAU. 

(      t  See  Ovid.  Metam.  VIII.  Fab.  3. 

§  No  fuch  paffage  occurs  in  any  of  the  Odes  of  Ana- 
crecn  that  are  known  to  us,  or  fo  ftyled.  See 'a  note  on 
<heMifopogon,p.  391.  The  idea  is,  certainly,  Anacreontic. 

the 
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the  tops  of  your  mountains,  that,  as  Sappho  fays, 

Thee,  my  care,  I  might  embrace  *. 
Nature,  however,  having  confined  me  in  the 
prifon  of  a  human  body,  and  not  allowing  me  to 
elevate  even  my  words  on  high,  with  fuch  wings 
as  I  have  I  purfue  you,  with  my  writings,  thus 
endeavouring  to  be  with  you  as  much  as  pofiible. 
Homer  flyles  words  "  winged  f ,"  becaufe  they  can 
fly  any  where,  like  the  fwifteft  birds,  and  make 
what  excurfions  they  pleafe.  But  do  you,  my 
friend,  write  alfo.  For  you  have  an  equal,  if  not 
a  larger,  fhare  of  the  wings  of  words,  to  enable 
you  to  reach  your  friends,  and,  as  if  you  were 
prefent,  every  where  to  afford  them  delight. 


Epiftle  XIX.    To  ECEBOLUS  J. 


thinks  that  theMufes  are  of  filver  §, 
comparing  the  clearnefs  and  fplendor  of  their 
art  to  the  moft  fplendid  of  all  fubftances.     The 

wife 


»«  o-i,  TO  /K 

This  alfo  muft  be  in  fome  Ode  of  Sappho  that  has  not 
been  preferred. 

t  Evta,  <altff>n1at  II.  I.  201.  II.  7.  and  innumerable  other 
places.  Thus  alfo  Virgil, 


Qute  tuto  tibi  magna  volant.      JLn.  XL  380. 

j  The  preceptor  of  Julian,  a  fophift,  whofe  confcience 
was  fo  ftipple,  that  he  \vas  conltantly  of  the  religion  of  the 
fovereign,  and  perhaps,  in  reality,  of  none.  Under  Con- 
flantius  he  inveighed  againft  the  Gods  of  the  Pagans. 
Afterwards  he  declaimed  for  them,  when  his  pupil  Julian 
D  4  had 
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wife  Homer  ftyles  filver  "  fhining  *,"  and  water 
"  iilvery  f,"  as  glittering  by  the  bright  rays  of 
the  fun,  and  by  its  own  fplendid  form.  Fair  Sappho 
calls  the  moon  "  filvery,"  and  lays,  "  on  this  ac- 
"  count  all  the  other  ftars  are  obfcured  {.'*  Some 
therefore  may  fuppofe  that  the  Gods  abound  with, 
filver  more  than  gold.  For  that  filver  is  more  fit  ior 
the  ufe  of  mankind,  and  better  than  gold;  as  being 
inore  eafily  attainable,  and  much  more  pleafing  and 
commodious,  is  not  my  idea,  but  that  of  the  ancients, 

had  opened  the  temples  again.  And  as  foon  as  be  heard  of 
the  death  of  that  prince,  he  a&ed  the  part  of  a  penitent  by 
proflrating  himfelf  at  the  doors  of  a  church,  and,  in  a 
lamentable  tone,  exclaiming  to  the  faithful,  "  Trample  me 
«'  under  foot  :  I  am  like  fait  that  has  loft  its  favour." 

He  nude  Julian  promife,  with  the  moft  dreadful  impre- 
cations, never  to  be  the  diiciple  of  Libanius  ,  precautions 
likdy  to  give  Julian  a  greater  carte  for  that  fophift. 

LA  BLETETUE. 

§  Pindar,  in  his  Vlllth  Ifthmian,  ftyles  the  Mufc 
'*  golden,"  (•xj^ata.t);  but  I  do  not  find  that  the  epithet 
*'  filver"  is  fo  applied  in  any  of  his  works  now  ext  :m. 

*   A»yX>jtyTa. 

f  A^ypsov.  Neither  of  thefe  epitherl  are  to  be  found  fo 
applied  in  the  Index  of  Homer  bv  Seberus.  They  muft 
therefore  be  in  fome  work  that  has  not  reached  us.  Water 
indeed  is  often  ftyled  "  fplendid,  "(ayAaov)  both  in  the  Iliad, 
and  Ouyfiey. 

%  Th;s  alfo  mult  be  taken  from  fome  poem  of  'Sappho 
that  is  loft.  The  only  paflage  in  which  the  moon  is  men- 
tioned  in  her  few  remaining  works  is  in  a  fragment, 
and  that  without  the  epithet,  which  the  tranflator  has 
added  : 


. 

The  Pleiads  now  no  more  are  feet;, 
Nor  fhines  the  [filver]  moon  ferene.         FAWKES. 

^    There 
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Therefore,  if  for  a  piece  of  gold,  preferred  by  you, 
I  return  filver,  as  of  equal  value,  think  not  the 
favour  lefs,  nor  imagine,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Glaucus, 
that  the  exchange  of  armour  is  difadvantageous 
to  you ;  and  even  Diotned  perhaps  exchanged  his 
fllver  *  arms  for  gold,  becaufe  he  thought  thofe 
much  more  ufefcl  and  more  proper,  like  lead,  to 
blunt  the  point  of  fpears. 

What  you  wrote  has  occasioned  this  jocularity. 
But  if  you  would  fend  me  gifts  more  valuable  than 
gold,  write,  and  fail  not  to  write  inceifamly.  For 
a  letter  from  you,  however  ftiorr,  will  be  preferred 
by  me  to  the  mod  coflly  prefents. 


Epiftle  XX.     To  EUSTOCHIUS  f. 

THE  wife  Hefiod  thinks,  that  our  neighbours  t    A- 
j 
fhould   be   invited    to   entertainments,    that 

they  may  feafl  and  rejoice  together,  as  well  as 
lament  and  mourn  together,  when  they  meet  with 
any  unexpected  misfortune.  But  I  think,  that 
pur  friends,  not  our  neighbours  only,  (hould  be 

*  Agyvf*  xpffu}.    In  Homer  the  arms  of  Diomed  areof 

fcrafs  :    yap^ta.  %a.\xeiut.      II.  VI.  236. 

M.  de  la  Bleterie  has  not  tranilated  this  Epiftle. 
t  A  native  of  Faleftine,  an  eloquent  orator,  mentioned 
by  Libanius  in  ieveral  of  his  Epiftles.     In  one  of  them  he 
fays,  "  Euftochius,  by  his  manners,  conciliates  every  one; 
"  they  render  thofe  who  are  fierce  gentle,"  &c. 
\  Works  and  Days,  I.  340. 

No  friends  forger,  nor  entertain  thy  foe, 
!Nor  ict  thy  neighbour  uninvited  go.         COOKE,  457. 

invited ; 
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invited;  becaufe  a  neighbour  may.be  an  enemy, 
but  a  friend  cannot,  any  more  than  white  can  be 
black,  or  hot  cold.  That  you  are  my  friend,  not 
only  now,  but  have  long  been  fo,  and  that  your  re- 
gard for  me  has  never  varied,  if  there  were  no  other 
evidence,  my  love  and  efteem  for  you  would  fuf- 
ficiently  prove.  Come  then,  and  partake  the  con- 
fular  feftivity  *.  The  public  road  will  convey 
you,  and  you  may  command  one  .carriage,  and  a 
fupernumerary  horfe  f.  To  complete  your  wiflies, 
I  have  invited  the  friendly  Enodia  and  Enodius  to 
meet  you. 

*  It  was  a  cuftom  for  the  confuls  el  eft  to  invite  their 
friends  to  the  confulfliip,  which  was  on  the  calends  of 
January  ;  this  was  called  rogare  ad  cmifulatum.  And  forne* 
times  the  cpnjfuls  cleft  not  only  invited  their  friends  by 
their  own  letters,  but  alfo  by  the  letters  of  the  prince 
himfelf  caufed  them  to  be  alked  to  their  confulfhip  by  his 
agent ;  which  honour,  Libanius,  in  his  oration  on  his  own 
life,  p.  67,  fpeaking  of  the  conful  Richomeres,  fays,  was 
firft  offered  to  him.  Be  that  as  it  may,  that  the  cuftom 
was  freqiient  in  thofe  times  we  learn  from  the  £th  and  6th 
books  of  the  Epiftles  of  Symmachus.  And  of  the  fame 
kind  is  this  Epiftle  of  Julian.  VALOIS. 

Julian  invited  Euftochius  both  as  prince  and  conful,  which 
he  was  the  fucceeding  year.  Salluft  the  fecond  was  his 
collegue. 

f  This  wajtTTTo?  I  interpret  to  be  a  Tingle  horfe,  a  third, 
in  addition  to  the  two  that  drew  the  carriage,  which  horfe, 
for  the  greater  expedition,  king  Theodoric,  in  an  Epiftle 
preferved  by  Caffiodorus,  forbade  to  carry  more  than  art 
hundred  pounds  weight.  /The  fame  indulgence  is  granted 
bj. Julian  to  ,/fc.tius,  in  Epiftle  xxxi.  PETAU. 

This  is  alfo  omitted  by  M.  de  lajitleterie. 
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Epiftle  XXI.     To  CALLIXENE  *,  Prieftefs 
of  Ceres. 


T 


I  ME  alone  evinces  men  to  be  juft.     So  we   A-  D 
were  taught  of  old.     Let  me  add,  pious  and 


religious.  But  you  fay,  the  love  of  Penelope  for 
her  huft>and  was  alfo  thus  demonftrated.  To  this  I 
,anfwer,  \vho  can  prefer,  in  a  woman,  conjugal  love 
.to  piety,  without  being  thought  to  have  fwallow.ed 
large  draughts  of  mandragora  -f-  ?  And  who  that 

*  It  is  plain,  by  this  Epiftle,  that  Callixene  had  been 
rnolefted,  on  account  of  her  religion,  for  twenty  years, 
that  is,  during  almoft  the  whole  reign  of  Conftantius. 
The  elate  of  it  may  evidently  be  fixed  to  the  time  of  the 
journey  which  Julian  took  to  Peffinus.  LA  BLETERIE. 

See  note  *  next  page. 

The  enthufiafm  of  Julian  prompted  him  to  embrace  the 
friends  of  Jupiter  as  his  perfonal  frjends  and  brethren  ;  and 
though  he  partially  overlooked  the  merit  of  Chriflian  con- 
ftancy,  he  admired  and  rewarded  the  noble  perfeverance  of 
thofe  Gentiles  who  had  preferred  the  favour  of  the  Gods  to 
that  of  the  Emperor.  'Thus  he  praifes  and  rewards  the 
fidelity  of  this  prieftefs,  and  thus,  in  Epiftle  xxvii,  he  ap- 
plauds the  firmnefs  of  Sopater  of  Hierapolis.  GIBBON. 

f  Mandragora  has  fuch  a  foporific  quality,  that,  if  we 
credit  Pliny,  (xxv.  11.)  large  draughts  of  it  are  fatal. 
It  is  alfo  called  Circean,  becaufe  its  root  is  fuppoled  to  be 
ufeful  in  love-philtres.  Therefore  thofe  who  negle6l  their 
duty,  and  fall  afleep,  are  faid  "  to  have  drunk  much  man- 
"  dragora."  ERASMUS, 

Thus  Shakfpeare,  in  (Othello  : 

Not  poppy,  nor  mandragora, 

Nor  all  the  drowfy  fyrups  of  the  world, 
Shall  ever  medicine  thee  to  that  fweet  fleep 
Which  thou  hadft  yeHerday.         Aft  III. 

confiders 
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confiders  the  times,  and  compares  Penelope,  though 
praifed  almoft  univerfally  lor  her  conjugal  fidelity, 
with;  the  pious  matrons  who  lately  hazarded  their 
lives,  and,  in  addition  to  thefe  evils,  twice  the 
length  of  time,  can  juftly  put  Penelope  in  com- 
petition with  you?' 

Dlff egafd  not  thefe  praifes.  All  the  Gods  will 
reward  you.  '  We,' for  our  part,  will  honour  you 
With  a' double  priefthood,  and  to  that*  which  you 
had  before,  of  '.he  moft  holy  Goddeis  Ceres,  we  add 
the  priefthood  of  the  g'.eat  Mother,  the  Phrygian 
Goddefs  at  facred  PeflmijM, 

,  *  The  ftatue  of  Cybele  had  been  removed  from  thia. 
temple  to  Rome  by  Scipio  Nafica  many  centuries  before. 
See  Livy,  xxix.  10.  andPImy,  v.  32.  When  Julian  arrived, 
on  the  confines  of  Galn.tia,  in  his  way  to  Antiocb,  he  quit-^" 
ted  his  route  to  vifit  Peffinus.  And  probably  he  compofed 
there,  in  horiour- of-  the  Mother  of  the  Gods,  that  hafty 
dilcourfe  which  is  flill  extant,  as  "  it  coft  him,"  he  fays, 
*'  not  a  whole  night/'  EV  /3g«%«  wK'tog  /xt£«,  after  venting 
his  anger  on  two  Chriftians,  one  of  whom  had  pulled  dowo, 
the  altar  of  the  Goddefs. 

The  PeiUnuntians  had  fuch  an  indifference  for  the 
Mother  of  the  Gods,  their  ancient  prote&refs,  that  it  if 
no  wonder  that  this  priefthood  was  vacant.  Julian  confers 
it  as  Sovereign  Pontiff,  the  head  of  the  Pagan  religion. 

LA  BLETERIE. 
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Epiftle  XXII.  To  LEONTIUS. 

HP  HE  Thurian  hiftorian  fays,  that  «c  mens  ears 
-*•  st  are  lefs  faithful  than  their  eyes  *."  But 
as  to  you  I  diffent,  and  my  eyes  are  lefs  faith- 
ful than  my  ears.  For  $ough  I  were  to  fee  you 
ten  times,  I  mould  never  truil  my  eyes  fo  much  as 
I  now  truft  my  ears ;  having  heard,  from  one  of 
unimpeached  veracity,  that,  as  you  excell  others 
*in  every  thing  elfe,  you  excell  yourfelf  in  acting, 
as  Homer  exprefles  it,  both  "  with  hands  and 
"  feet  f ."  Allowing  you,  therefore,  the  ufe  of 
arms,  we  have  fent  you  a  complete  fuit  of  armour 
proper  for  the  foot,  being  lighter  than  that  of  the 

*  Thus  Horace,  in  his  Epiftle  to  the  Pifos, 
. . What  we  hear 


More  flowly  moves  the  heart  than  \vhat  we  fee. 

Julian  ftyles  Herodotus,  the  author  of  this  faying,  *'  the 

«'  Thurian,"  becaufe  he   lived  and  died  at  Thurium,  in 

Magna   Grecia.     It  is  taken   from  his  Clio,  ipcaking  of 

the  queen   of  Candaules,  whom  he  wifiied  to  Ihew  naked 

fnend  Gyges. 

f  When  we  mean  to  exprefs  our  utmoft  endeavours,  \re 
fay,  "  with  hands  and  feet."  For  by  the  "  hands"  is  de- 
clareo  induftry  in  performing,  and  by  the  **  feet"  fwift- 
nefs  in  -Awarding,  an  undertaking.  Thus  Horn.  II.  XX. 
360^  ERASMUS, 

horfe ; 
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horfe  ;  and  have  enrolled  you  among  our  domeftk'. 
guards,  who  confift  of  fuch  as  have  borne  arms, 
and  ferved  in  the  army  *. 


Epiftle  XXIII.     To  HERMOGENES,  formerly 
of 


A.  D.      A  L  L  O  W  me  to  fay,  with  the  poets, 
361.     XA.       fjow  blefs'd  beyond  my  hopes  am  I  ! 

How  much  beyond  my  hopes  have  I  heard  of  my 
efcape  from  that  many-beaded  Hydra  7  !  I  do 
nor  mean  my  brother  Conftamius  (whatever  he 
was),  but  the  wild  beads  who  furrounded  him, 
tphofe  eyes  nothing  could  elude,  and  who  made 
him  more  fe?ere,  who  in  his  own  difpofition  was 
not  the  mi  Id  eft,  though  he  feemed  fe  to  many. 
But  he  is  no  more.  On  him  therefore,  as  the  fay- 
ing is,  light  lie  the  earth  !  As  to  them,  I  would  not 
have  them,  Jupker  knows,  treated  with  the  leaft 
injuilice  ;  but  as  many  charges  are  brought  againlt 
them,  I  allow  them  a  trial  J.  In  order  to  be 

prefent, 

*  Symmachus,  Epifr.  67.  l.m.  "  For  to  fuch  veterans 
"  a  prerogative  is  due,  that  they  may  have  the  rank  of 
**  guards,  as  a  reward  for  their  long  fervices."  PETAU. 

Tbif  Epifde  is  orritted  by  M.  de  la  Bleterie. 

•f  Hi>*«fa>*»  [in  -..ne  M>.  T^*F?a/.&>]«-^»»-  Hemogenes 
wa»,  like  himfelf,  ccnverfant  widi  the  Greek  poets. 

GlEBON. 

J  To  conduct  this  enquiry,  Julian  named  fix  judges  of 
the  higher!  rank  in  the  tfate  and  army  ;  and  as  he  wifhed 
to  elcape  the  reproach  of  condemning  his  perfonal  enemies, 

2  he 
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prefent,  haften  hither,  my  dear  friend,  even  be- 
yond your  ftrength  ;  for,  by  the  Gods,  I  have 
long  wifhed  to  ice  you  :  and  as  I  have  had  the 
great  fatisfacTion  of  hearing  that  you  are  well,  I 
now  command  you  to  come. 


Epiftle  XXIV.     To  the   mofl  excellent 
SERAPION  *. 

OOME  prefent  their  friends  with  panegyrics; 
^  but  I,  as  a  delicious  repaft,  have  fent  you  a 
hundred  of  our  long-ftalked,  dried  figs  -)-;  a  gift 
whofe  beauty  far  exceeds  its  value.  Arittophanes 
fays,  that  "  dried  figs  are  the  fwectcft  of  all  things, 
"  except  honey;"  and  he  is  afterwards  of  opinion 
that  not  even  honey  is  fweeter  }.  The  hiftorian 
Herodotus  thought  that  a  true  folitude  was  fuffi- 
•ciently  defcribed  by  faying,  "  it  has  neither  figs, 

he  fixed  this  extraordinary  tribunal  at  Chalcedon,  on  the 
Afiatic  fide  of  the  Boi'phonis,  and  transferred  to  the  com- 
miilioncrs  :m  abiolutc  power  to  pronounce  and  execute  their 
final  fcntence,  without  delay,  and  without  appeal.  They 
were  a  fecond  Salluft,  Pracfeft  of  the  Eaft,  Prefident ;  the 
eloquent  Mamertinus,  one  of  the  conluls  eled,  and  four 
generals,  Xevitta,  Agile,  Jovinus,  and  Arbetio.  Ibid. 

*  A  fenator,  probably,  of  Conitatitiaopie. 

f  Pliny  (/.  xv.  f.  18.)  mentions,  among  the  various 
kinds  of  figs  [twenty-nine  in  all],  thofe  of  a  purple  colour 
(ferjdyrittJes)  with  very  long  {talks.  PETAU. 

J  The  only  two  pallages  in  which  Arjflophanes  raentions 
figs,  are  in  his  Knights,  act  II.  fc.  -.  and  his  Acharnians, 
lit.  III.  fc.  3.  and  in  neither  of  thefe  are  they  compared 
with  honey.  Julian  muft  therefore  refer  to  ibir.c  piny,  or 
work,  that  is- not  extant. 

"  nor 
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"  nor  any  thing  elfe  that  is  good  *."  As  if  no  fruit 
excelled  figs,  and  where  there  were  figs,  nothing 
good  could  be  wanting.  Homer  praifes  other 
fruits  for  their  fize,  their  colour,  or  their  beauty  ; 
but  to  the  fig  alone  he  gives  the  appellation  of 
"  fvveetnefs  -f."  Honey  he  calls  u  new  J,"  fearing 
left  he  ihould  inadvertently  flyle  that  fweet  which 
often  happens  to  be  bitter :  on  the  fig  alone  he 

*  Herodotus,  in  the  firft  book  of  his  hiftories,  thus 
proves  the  excellence  of  figs  :  "  You  are  preparing  to 
*'  make  war,  O  king,  againft  men  who  wear  breeches, 
*'  and  other  garments,  of  leather,  who  feed,  not  on  what 
"  they  like,  but  on  what  they  have,  inhabiting  a  rugged 
"  country;  they  have  no  wine,  by  Jove,  but  are  water- 
44  drinkers  ;  nor  have  they  figs  to  eat,  nor  any  thing  elfe 
"  that  is  good!'  ATHENJEUS; 

The  above  is  part  of  the  fpeech  of  Sahdanis,  a  Lydian, 
who  in  vain  attempted  to  difiuade  Crcefus  from  invading 
Perfia. 

f  In  the  garden  of  Alcincus,  OdyfT.  vii*  117.  Zt>*ai  rt 
yXuxigai.  K.  X.  T. 

The  bluftring  fig  with  lufcious  juice  o'erflows,     POPE,  148. 
And  again,  xi.  589.  among  the  fruits   that  torment  Tan- 
talus, where  though  the  line  in  the  original   is  the  fame, 
Broome  drops  the  epithet,  and  fubftitutes  two  of  his  own  : 
Figs  fky-dy'd  a  purple  hue  difclofe. 

"  Homer's  epithets,*'  fays  Euftathius,  *'  are  excellent. 
44  For  it  is  obfervable,  that  the  poet  gives  every  tree  ati 
44  epithet  fuited  to  its  peculiar  nature.  Thus  the  apple  is 
44  4'  beautiful,"  and  its  fruit,  as  he  exprefles  it,"  fplendid" 
*'  (ayXao?)  he  therefore  ftyles  the  apple  a  "  fplendid-fruitcd 
**  tree"  (ay\a.ox.»^iro^) ;  among  the  autumnal  fruits,  the  fig, 
44  by  way  of  eminence,  "  fweet,"  and  the  olive  44  verdant." 

J  MtX»  ^wpo>,  part  of  the  entertainment  given  byNeflor, 
in  II.  xi.  630.  and  by  Circe  in  OdyiT.  x.  234.  Pope  ren- 
ders  it  in  one  place  by  "  frefh,"  and  in  the  other  by 
44  new-preffed,'[  The  Latin  tranflator  of  Julian  has  made 
it  Jlavum* 

bellows 
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beftows  this  peculiar  praife,  as  on  neflar,  becaufe 
of  ail  things  the  fig  only  is  fweet.  "  Honey," 
lays  Hippocrates,  "  is  hveet  to  the  taftc,  but  quite 
"  bitter  when  digefled  *  :"  and  I  am  of  his  opinion; 
for  that  it  breeds  bile  is  generally  allowed,  and 
gives  the  humours  a  different  favour ;  which  mews 
that  it  is  in  its  nature  rather  bitter  than  fweet. 
For  it  would  never  change  to  bitter,  if  it  were  not 
fo  originally,  and  afterwards  became  the  reverfe. 
But  the  fig  is  not  only  fweet  to  the  tafte,  but  eafy 
of  digeftion.  It  is  fo  ufeful  to  mankind,  that  Ari- 
flotle  deems  it  an  antidote  again  ft  all  poifons,  and 
fays,  that  "  for  no  other  reafon  it  is  introduced  at 
'*  the  beginning  and  dofe  of  meals i;  as,  in  pre- 
"  ference  to  every  thing  elfe,  affording  a  facred  re- 
"  medy  againft  the  injuries  of  food."  That  the  fig 
is  confecrated  to  the  Gods,  and  in  all  facrifices  is 
placed  on  the  altar,  and  is  better  for  perfumes 
than  any  frankincenfe,  is  not  merely  my  opinion  ; 
but  all  who  are  acquainted  with  its  ufe  know  that 
fuch  alfo  i?  the  opinion  of  that  fage  the  Hie- 

*  Hippocrates  fays  this,  though  not  in  thefe  words,  in 
fubftance,  in  his  work  etc  internis  ajfcttionibus,  but  of  honey 
boiled  :  "  Boiled  honey  is  heating,  and  adheres  to  the 
belly  ;  but  after  it  is  digclled,  it  ferments,  and  the  belly 
fuddenly  fwells,  and  burns,  and  feems  as  if  it  would 
burft."  Galen  alfo,  in  his  iiid  book  dc  facultate  oilmen- 
rum,  fays,  that  "  honey,  in  its  nature,  is  iubtle,  and  by 
its  acrimony  fwells  the  belly  before  it  can  be  digefted,  fo 
as  to  be  voided.  Therefore  by  correcting  this  we  render 
it  fitter  for  digertion  and  cortcodtion."  And  this  is 
done  by  mixing  it  with  water,  and  boiling  both  together. 
For  then,  being  clarified,  it  digeftg  eafily.  PETAU. 

VOL.  II.  E  rophant. 
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ropbant  *.     The  excellent.  Theophraftus  +,  in  his 
precepts  of  husbandry,  explaining  what  kinds  of 
trees  can  be  grafted  on  others,  and  the  manner  of 
engrafting  them,    commends,   I  think,  above  all, 
the  fig-tree  as  capable  of  admitting  various  forts, 
and  as  being  fingular  in  eafily  bearing  at  the  fame 
time  grafts  of  every  kind,  if  you  fplit  any  of  its 
boughs,  and  engraft  upon  them  the  (hoots  of  other 
trees;  fo  that  it  often  refembles  a  whole  orchard, 
diffufing,  like  a  beautiful  garden,  the  variegated 
fplendor  of  different  kinds  of  fruit.     And  while 
the  fruits  of  other  trees  continue  but  a  fhort  time, 
and  attain  no  age,  the,  fig  alone  furvives  the  year, 
and  accompanies  the  growth   of  the  fucceeding- 
fruit  J.    Homer  therefore  fays,  that,  in  the  garden 

of 

*  AvJfc?  crops  v.at  irgo$ayla.     I  fuppofe  that  Julian   here 
means  the  Eieuiinian-  pgntiff,  ^peculiarly  ityled  Hieropbantes, 
or  a  revealer  of  facred  things.     He  was  obliged  to  devote 
himfelf  to  the  divine  fer'vice,  and  lead  a  chaiie  and  fingle  life. 
He  was  attended  by  three  officers,  a  torch-bearer,  a  herald, 
and  one  who  affiiled  at  the  altar.      (See  Epicletus,  /.  in. 
r.  21.  and  Potter's  Greek  Antiquities,  vol.  I.  c.  20.)   This 
pontiff  was  fuppofed  to  be  more  profound  even  than  Maxi- 
inus  in  the  fcience  of  Theurgy.     And  Julian   mult  have 
been  well  acquainted  with  his  (entiments,   as   he  initiated 
him  in  the  myfteries  at  Eleufis,  and  was  afterwards  invited 
by  that  prince  to  the;  court  of  Gaul,  to  perfed  his  fanfti- 
lication.     I  am  not  confident,  however,  that  the  interpre- 
tation which  I  have  given  is  the  true  one. 

f  Theophraftus  has  treated  on  figs,  and  on  the  grafting 
of  them  ifi  the  ud  bfrok  of  his  Hifl.  Plant,  c.  i.  and  7.  and. 
alfo  in  his  ift  book  dcCanfa,  c.  vi.  PETAU. 

J  Theophraftus  alib  mentions  foine  wild  fig-trees  which 
bore  twice,  and  others  thrice,  in  a  year,  as  in  the  ifland 
of  Ceos.  The  late  Mr.  Markland,  in  an  ingenious  illuf- 

tration 
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of  Alcinous,  fome  fruits  grew  old  upon  others  * ; 
which,  as  to  other  fruits,  perhaps  may  feem  a 
poetical  fiftion,  but,  as  to  the  fig,  is  confiftent  with 
truth,  becaufe  of  all  fruits  it  is  the  moft  lading. 

Such,  I  think,  is  the  nature  of  the  fig  in  general; 
but  of  all  figs  ours  is  far  the  beft  ;  as  that  is  fu- 
perior  to  all  other  fruits,  ours  is  fuperior  to  all  other 
figs,  and  though  it  excells  every  other  kind  of  fruir, 
it  is,  in  its  turn,  excelled  by  ours.  And,  to  con- 
tinue the  coraparifon,  it  not  only  furpafles,  as  is 
fit,  all  others,  but  even  in  thofe  particulars,  where 
it  feems  inferior,  it  really  excells.  Nor  is  this 
undefervedly  our  peculiar  lot.  For  it  wasjuft, 
I  think,  that  the  true  city  of  Jupiter,  and  the 
eye  of  the  whole  Eaft,  I  mean  the  holy  and  mod 
fpacious  Damafcus,  as  (he  is  pre-eminent  in  every 
thing  elfe,  in  the  elegance  of  her  facred  rites, 
the  magnificence  of  her  temples,  the  happy 'tem- 
perature of  her  climate,  the  beauty  of 'her  foun- 
tains, the  number  of  her  rivers,  and  the  fertility 

tration  of  Mark  xi.  13.  adopted  from  Bifliop  Kidder,  refers 
"  thofe  who  will  not  be  convinced  that  the  tree'  fhould 
"  have  figs  on  it  at  the  time  of  the  Paflbver,"  to  the  above 
paflage  of  Julian.  See  Bowyer's  Critical  Conjectures  and 
Obfervations  on  the  New  Teilament,  410,  p.  65. 
*  OdyfT.  vn.  117. 

Each  dropping  pear  a  following  pear  fupplies, 
On  apples  apples,  figs  on  figs  arife  : 
The  fame  mild  feafon  gives  the  blooms  to  blow, 
The  buds  to  harden,  and  the  fruits  to  gro'.v. 

POKE,    154. 

E  2  of 
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of    her  foil  *,  fhould  alfo    be  unrivalled  in  this 
wonderful  fruir. 

This  tree  will  not  bear  tranfplanting,  nor  will 
it  leave  its  native  foil,  difdaining,  like  an  indi- 
genous plant,  to  grow  any  where  but  in  the  colony. 
Gold  and  filver  are  probably  produced  in  various 
places ;  but  our  country  is  imgular  in  giving  birth 
to  a  plant  which  will  not  flonrifn  in  any  other. 
As  the  wares  of  India,  and  the  filks  of  Perfia,  and 
all  the  valuable  prodncHons  of  ^Ethiopia,  by  the 
law  of  commerce  are  exported  to  all  other  parts  of 
the  world,  fo  this  our  native  fig  is  tranfiritted  by 
us  into  all  other  countries  ;  nor  is  there  a  city,  or  an 
ifland,  to  which  its  admirable  flavour  is  unknown. 
It  graces  even  royal  banquets ;  of  every  entertain- 
ment it  is  the  boafl:  and  ornament ;  nor  is  there 
any  cake,  or  wafer,  or  confervc,  or  any  other  kind 
of  confectionary,  that  is  comparable  to  it  in  fweet- 
nels,  fo  much  does  it  excell  all  other  dainties. 
Other  figs  are  eaten  in  the  autumn,  or  are  dried 
for  that  purpofe  ;  ours  alone  are  fit  for  either 
purpofe ;  they  are  good  on  the  tree,  and  when 
they  are  dried  they  are  flill  better.  And  were 

*  Damafcns  is  fituated  in  a  very  fertile  plain  at  the  foot 
of  Mount  Libanus,  being.furrounded  by  hills  in  the  manner 
of  a  triumphal  arch.  It  is  bounded  by  a  river  which  the 
ancients  named  Chryforrhoas,  as  if  it  flowed  with  gold, 
and  it  is  divided  into  feveral  canals.  Damafcus  has  llill  a 
great  number  of  fountains,  which  render  it  extremely 
agreeable.  Its  fertile  and  delightful  meadows,  covered 
with  fruits  and  flowers,  contribute  alfo  to  its  fame. 

MORERI. 

S  you 
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you  to  obftrve  their  beauty  when  "rowing,  how 
they  hang  from  every  bough  by  long  italks,  like  fo 
many  cups,  and  furround  the  tree  in  a  circular 
form,  thus  exhibiting  various  charms,  you  would 
fay,  that  what  a  necklace  is  to  the  nsck,  fuch 
is  this  appendage  to  the  tree.  In  the  art  of 
preferxing  them,  there  is  allb  no  lets  ingenuity 
than  there  is  pleafure  in  eating  them.  For  they 
are  not,  like  ether  figs,  thrown  together  in  heaps, 
and  promifcuoufly  dried  in  the  fun  ;  but,  fir  ft,  they 
are  gathered  carefully  from  the  trees,  and  then 
they  are  hung  again  ft  a  wall,  by  briars  or  twigs, 
that  they  may  be  bleached  by  the  action  of  the 
pure  rays  of  the  fun,  and  may  alfo  be  fecured  from 
the  attacks  of  animals  and  birds,  being  protected 
by  the  prickles  as  by  fo  many  guards. 

In  the  praile  of  their  origin,  flavour,  beauty, 
confection,  and  ufe,  my  epiftle  has  been  fportive. 
Let  me  now  inform  you,  that  the  number  a  hun- 
dred is  more  honourable  than  any  other,  and  con- 
tains in  itfelf  the  perfection  of  all  numbers.  I 
know  indeed  that  the  ancient  fages  preferred  an 
odd  to  an  even  number  *.....  Homer  feems  to 

me 

*  Thus  Virgil,  EcL  vm.  75. —  Nn?ncro  Deits  :i::parc  gauJet. 
Sonic  paragraphs  that  follow  in  the  original,  being  only  a 
trifling  play  on  the  number  a  hundred,  i  have  omitted, 
"  as  affording,"  in  the  words  of  M.  dela  Blcterie,  "  neither 
"  enter:  r><mi:?!K  nor  initnitHon."  The  French  tranflator 
indeed  has  omitted  the  whole  Epiftle,  and  reprobates  it  in 
his  preface,  as  one  of  thole  "  \vhich  turn  on  mere  trifles.'* 
*'  I  would  ftijjpofe,"  he  adds,  **  that  this  piece  is  only  a 
£3  "  pro  it  i> 


54  EPISTLES   OF    JULIAN. 

me  to  have  given  in  his  poem,  not  lightly  or  in- 
confiderately,  a  hundred- folded  (hielc^to  Jupiter  *  ; 
as  he  meant  by  this  obfcurely  to  intimate  either 
that  he  appropriated  the  mofr.  perfect  number,  and 
that  which  would  mod  honour  him,  to  the  moft 
perfedl  God,  or  perhaps  becaufe,  as  no  number 
but  a  hundred  defcribes  the  world,  which,  on  ac- 
count of  its  rotundity,  is  difplayed  in  the  circular 
form  of  a  ihield,  that  intelligence  which  is  fo  ap- 
parent in  the  world  is  alfo  exprefied  by  a  century 
of  circles.  For  the  fame  reafon,  hundred-handed 
Briareus  is  placed  near  Jupiter,  and  contends  with 
the  Father  to  give  an  idea  of  his  perfect  flrength 
by  a  perfect  number.  Pindar  alfo  the  Theban, 

"  proftitution  of  wit  and  learning,  and  perhaps  a  criti- 
*'  cifm ;  for  it  appears,  by  the  Letter  itfelf,  that  fuch 
"  elogiums  were  fafhionable."  Wit  and  learning,  how- 
ever, are  never  more  difplayed  than  by  giving  importance 
and  charms  to  trifles. 

*  The  paffage  alluded  to  is  in  Iliad  II.  447. 
The  dreadful  -/Egis,  Jove's  immortal  fhield, 
B'hz'd  on  her  f  arm,  and  lighten'd  all  the  field  : 
Round  the  vaft  orb  a  hundred  ferpents  roli'd, 
Form'd  the  bright  fringe,  andfeem'd  to  burn  in  gold. 

POPE,  526. 

This  fnaky  &g\s,  but  without  the  number,  is  defcribed 
alfo  in  II.  V.  738. 

But  to  make  amends  (which  I  wonder  Julian  fhould 
omit)  the  helmet  of  the  Goddefs  is  defcribed  as  £*«™  vo- 
Aittv  racier*  ajagv.a,  either,  as  Euftathius  fays,  "  becaufe 
"  it  could  cover  a  hundred  warriors,  or  becaufe  it  had  the 
warriors  of  a  hundred  cities  engraved  upon  it."  Pope  adopts 
the  latter,  but  ampliiies  the  id'ea  : 

So  vaft,  the  broad  circumference  contains 
A  hundred  armies  on  a  hundred  plains.  920. 

f  Mincna'j. 

"\vhen 
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when  he  celebrates  the  Slaughter  of  Typhoeus  in  a 
triumphal  fong,  and  afcribes  the  ftrength  of  this 
greateft  of  giants  to  the  greatefl  king  of  the  Gods  *, 
beflows  fuch  extravagant  applaufe  on  him,  for  no 
other  reafon  than  his  being  able  to  deftroy  this 
hundred-headed  monfter  with  one  blow;  as  if  no 
giant  was  able  to  contend  with  Jupiter  but  he 
alone  whom  his  mother  had  armed  with  a  hundred 
heads,  and  as  if  no  God  but  Jupiter  was  worthy 
of  the  coriqueft  and  deftruftion  of  fuch  a  giant. 
Simonides,  the  Lyric  poet,  thinks  it  a  fufEcient 
commendation  of  Apollo  to  ftyle  him  ExMJoy,  and, 
in  preference  to  any  other  title,  adorns  his  name 
with  this  facred  diftin&ion,  becaufe  he  flew  the 
ferpent  Python,  it  is  faid,  with  a  hundred  arrows ; 
and  he  delights  rather  to  be  ftyled  Exojov  than 
Pythius,  being  diftinguimed  by  that  as  by  a  fur- 
name  -f-.  The  ifland  Crete,  the  nurfe  of  Jupiter, 
as  a  reward  for  his  birth  and  education,  is  now 
honoured  with  a  hundred  cities  {.  Homer  ftyles 

Thebes 

*  This  muft  probably  be  in  one  of  the  Olympics  that 
are  loft,  as  no  fuch  paffage,  or  "  triumphal  fong",  is 
extant. 

t  This  feems  a  forced  confirmation.  Apollo's  name 
E*a1o«  is  naturally  derived  from  his  fhooting  at  a  diftance, 
like  ix.r,£oXo?,  fo  often  applied  to  him  by  Homer,  and  I  do 
not  recollecl  his  being  any  where  ftyled  Ex*h».  The  above- 
mentioned  paflage  of  Simonides  is  not  in  his  few  remaining 
fragments  collected  by  Henry  Stephens. 

1  II.  II.  649. 

Crete's  hundred  cities  pour  forth  all  her  fons.   POPE,  790. 

It  is  obfervable,   that  in  the  Odyfley,  XIX.    174,  only 

—  Ninety  cities  crown  the  fea-born  iilev  FFNTON,  197. 
£4  on 
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Thebes  "  hundred-gated  *,"  but  g:ves  this  praife 
to  no  other,  becaufe  there  is  a  wonderful  beauty 
in  a  hundred  gates.  I  fay  nothing  of  the  heca- 
pmbs  -f  offered  to  the  Gods,  of  the  temples  a 
hundred  feet  wide  J,  the  altars  with  a  hundred 
bafes,  the. hundred  rooms,  the  hundred-acred  fields, 
and  other  things,  divine  and  human,  which  are  in-* 
eluded  in  the  appellation  of  ibis  number.  This 
number  adorns  the  eftabliflimems  both  of  war  § 
and  peace  ||,  it  exhilarates  the  military  centuries, 
and  with  its  addition  honours  the  title  of  the 

•n 

judges. 

on  which  Euftathius  remarks :  "  Crete  is  *  ninety-citied/ 
>'  in  the  Odyfley,  which  is  '  a  hundred-citied'  in  the 
"  Iliad,  from  an  accidental  circumstance  ;  for  it  is  faid 
that  ten  cities  were  dellroyed  by  Idomeneus,  at  his  re- 
turn from  Troy,  when  Leucus  poflefled  it,  whom,  being 
his  fon  by  adoption,  he  left  guardian  of  the  kingdom, 
"  a  foftered  fnake,"  as  Lycophron  ity'es  him  ;  but  thofe 
ten  cities  are  faid  to  have  been  rebuilt  after  the  Trojan 
war.  Others  underitand  '  hundred-citied'  here  not  in 
a  determinate  fenfe,  but  merely  as  '  many-citied.'  For 
'  a  hundred'  was  fometimes  fo  ufed  on  account  of  the 
"  diftinction  of  that  perfect  number,  like  *  a  hundred 
"  fringes,'  and  the  warriors  of  '  a  hundred'  cities.  Thus 
*'  *  hundred- citiecl'  Crete  is  *  many-citied."  Virgil  has 
followed  the  Iliad  :  Centum  urbcs  habitant  magnai.  JLn. 
III.  106. 

*  ExoIopviAoi.      II.   IX.    q8;. 

That  pours  her  heroes  through  a  hundred  gates. 

POPE,  503. 

f  The  facrifice  of  a  hundred  oxen. 
J  EtH^cunlvr.    Such,  as  appears  from  Plutarch,  was  the 
temple  of  Minerva,  in  the  citadel  of  Athens.     SPA.VHEIM. 
§  Centurions,  captains  over  a  hundred  foot  each. 
|]  Gentttmviri,   judges   chofen,    three  out  of  every  tribe, 
to  hear  and  determine  certain  civil  caufes. 

I  could 
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I  could  add  more,  did  not  the  rules  of  epiftolary 
competition  forbid.  Pardon  me,  if  I  have  faid  too 
much.  Should  it,  in  your  opinion,  attain  medi- 
ocrity, the  laudable  attempt  (hall  be  communicated 
to  others,  fuch  is  my  confidence  in  your  judgment. 
But  if  another  hand  fhould  be  necefTary  to  make  it 
anfwer  its  intention,  who  better  than  you  can  poliili 
ihisepiflle  fo  as  to  enable  it  to  delight  its  readers? 


Epiftle  XXV.    To  the  COMMUNITY  of 
the  JEWS  *. 

FORMER  times  were  not  fo  grievous  to  you  A.  D. 
on  account  of  the  yoke  of  flavery,  as  on  that    362" 
pf  your  being  opprefled  by  furreptitious  decrees, 

and 

*  We  are  informed  by  fome  or  all  our  ecclefiaftical  hif- 
torians,  who  write  of  Julian,  that  he  font  for  lome  of  the 
.chief  men  of  the  Jewifh  nation,  and  enquired  of  them, 
why  they  did  not  now  facrifice,  as  the  law  of  Mofes  di- 
rected. They  told  him,  that  "  they  were  not  to  iacrifire 
*'  at  any  place,  except  Jerufalem ;  and  the  temple  being- 
*'  deftroyed,  they  were  obliged  to  forbear  that  part  of 
"  worfhip."  He  thereupon  promifed  to  rebuild  the  temple 
at  Jerufalem.  And  we  ftill  have  a  letter  of  Julian,  in- 
fcribed,  "  To  the  Community  of  the  Jews,"  which,  how- 
ever extraordinary,  muft  be  reckoned  genuine.  For  Sozo- 
men  exprefsly  lays,  that  "  Julian  wrote  to  the  patriarchs 
**  and  rulers  of  the  Jews,  and  to  their  whole  nation,  de- 
"  firing  them  to  pray  for  him,  and  for  the  profperitv  of 
"  his  reign."  That  is  an  exact  defcription  of  the  letter 
which  is  infcribed  (as  above).  It  was  writ  in  the  year 
362,  as  Bleteric  fuppofeth  ;  in  the  beginning  of  that  year, 
fay  Tillemont  and  the  bifliop  of  Gloucciler.  LARDNHR. 

Aldus 
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and  obliged  to  pay  large  fums  into  the  treafury ; 
of  which  I  faw  much  with  my  own  eyes,  and  have 
learned  more  from  the  edi£ls  which  were  preferved 

Aldus  (Peart.  1499.)  has  branded   this  Epiftle  with  an 
«yvncr»o$;  but  this   iVigma   is  juftly  removed  by  the  fub- 
fequent  editors,  Petavius  and  Spanheim.     It  is  mentioned 
by  Sozomen  (v.  22.)  and  the  purport  of  it  is  confirmed  by 
Gregory  (Orat.  iv. /.  in.)  and  by  Julian  himfelf,  Frag- 
ment, p.  295.  GIBBON.  > 
What  Gregory  Nazienzen,  in  his  fecond  invective,  tells 
•us  of  the  conference  that  followed  this  letter,  plainly  {hews 
it  to  be  genuine.    *'  Julian,"  he  fays,  "  allured  the  leaders 
"  of  the  Jews,  that  he  had  difcovered  from  their  facred 
"  books,  that  the  time  of  their  reftoration  was  at  hand." 
It  is  not  a  mere  curiofity  to  enquire   what  prophecy  it  was 
that  Julian  perverted  ;  becaufe  it  tends  to  confirm  the  truth 
of    Nazianzen's   relation.     I   have   fometimes  thought   it 
rnight  poffibly  be  the  words  of  the  Septuagint  in  Dan.  ix, 
2j.  2fvlt?>e<M  &>6«crsT«»  ETH  TW  t^wo-iv,  the  ambiguity  of  which 
Julian  took  the  advantage  of  (againft  helleniftic  Jews,  who, 
it  is  probable,  knew  no  more  of  the  original  than  himfelf), 
iignifying  the  tribute  foall  I e  given  to  the  defolate,  inilead  of 
the   Ctafttmaiation  Jliall  le  poured  upon    the  defolate.     For  the 
letter  in  quertion  tells  us  he  had  remitted  their  tribute,  and 
by  fo  doing,  we  fee,  was  for  paffing  himfelf  upon  them, 
for  a  fecond  Cyrus.                                          WAR  BUR  TON. 
It  feems  that  the  Jews,  after  the  deftru&ion  of  Jerufalem, 
preferred  a  fort  of  monarchy  till  the  beginning  of  the  Vth 
century.     They  had  in  Paleftine  an  Ethnarch,  or  chief  of 
their  nation,  who,  by  the  toleration  of  the  Romans,  was 
inverted  with  great  power.  He  ftyled  himfelf  alib  Patriarch. 
His  place  was  hereditary,  anddefcended  from  father  to  fon. 
All  the  fynagogues  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft  paid  him  tribute, 
rinder  the  pretence  of  contributing  to  the  fupport  of  the 
Rabbins,  who  applied  themfelves  in  Judea  to  the  ftudy  of 
the  law.     Thofe  whom  he  commiffioned  to  levy  this  tax 
were  rtyled  ApnJUcs  or  Envoys.     Thefe  patriarchs,  who  had 
made  themfelves  very  odious  by  their  extortions  and  rapines, 
not  exift  in  429.     See  M.  de  Tillemont's  Hljloire  des 
rs,  tome  I.                                             LA  BLETERIE. 

againft 
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againft  you.  The  tribute  again  ready  to  be  levied 
upon  you  I  have  revoked;  this  infamous  impiety  * 
I  have  retrained  ;  and  the  decrees  againft  you  re- 
maining in  my  offices  I  have  deftroyed,  that  none 
may  be  able  to  circulate  fuch  an  impious  re- 
port. Of  thefe  great  oppreffions  the  memorable 
Conflantius,  my  brother,  was  lefs  guilty  than 
fome  men,  barbarous  in  their  understandings  and 
wicked  in  their  minds,  who  frequented  his  table ; 
whom,  arrefted  by  my  own  hands,  and  thrown 
into  dungeons,  I  put  to  death,  that  no  memorial 
of  their  deftruftion  might  remain  among  us  -f. 

Defirous 

*  Afftfrua.  Julian,  defirous  of  flattering  the  Jews,  con- 
Cders  them  as  a  facred  nation,  who  could  not  be  injured 
without  impiety.  LA  BLETERIE. 

f  From  this  part  it  appears  to  have  been  written  early 
in  his  reign,  on  his  firft  coming  to  Conftantinople,  when 
he  purged  the  city  and  palace  of  ipies  and  informers,  and 
the  like  pefts  of  a  corrupted  court.  WAR  EUR  TON. 

The  chamber  of  juftice,  created  by  Julian,  proceeded 
againft,  the  favourites  and  minifters  of  Ccnftantius  with  the 
utmoft  rigour.  But  that  Julian  thruft  any  of  them  into 
dungeons  "  with  his  own  hands,"  no  where  appears,  and 
is  not  even  probable.  It  muft  therefore  be  deemed  a  moft 
extravagant  exaggeration  j  or  we  muft  fuppofe,  that  the 
words  11  "xt%<™  !/*«»?  }.K<oojjmcf  were  added  by  fome  Jew. 
Though  with  Meffrs  de  Tillernont  and  Fleury,  T  have  made 
ufe  of  this  Epiftle  in  the  Life  of  Julian,  I  own  never tljf  lefs, 
that  this  paffage  makes  me  in  fome  meafure  fufpecl:  it, 
and  ftrikes  me  much  more  than  the  ftyle  of  the  Epiftle,. 
which  feems  to  me  written  with  much  lefs  purity  than 
the  others ;  for,  after  all,  it  is  not  neceflary  for  it  to 
have  been  dictated  by  Julian  himfelf,  or  that  all  his  fecre- 
taries  fliould  have  been  pure  writers.  It  might  alfo,  as  welt 
as  fome  others,  have  been  written  in  Latin..  LA  BLETERIE.. 

In 
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Defirous  to  mew  you  full  greater  favours,  I  have 
urged  my  brother  Julus  *,  your  mod  venerable 
patriarch,  to  forbid  the  tax  which  you  itylc 
apoftlefhip,  and  no  one  (hall  opprefs  you  by  ex- 
acting fuch  for  the  future,  that  you  may  enjoy 
eale  and  fafety  in  all  my  dominions,  and  may  be 
ftill  more  fervent  in  your  prayers  for  my  empire  to 
the  mod  excellent  God,  the  creator  of  all  things  T, 

who 

In  the  ftrange  boi'.ft  of  his  perfonal  atchievemcnt  in 
thrufting  down  the  delators  into  dungeons  "  with  his  own 
'*  hands"  the  Imperial  character  is  fo  little  preferved,  that 
the  learned  M.  de  la  Bleterie  is  almoft  tempted,  on  this 
fingle  circumftance,  to  give  up  the  letter  as  a  forgery. 
But  he  here  forgets  what  he  hi.nfclf  had  before  mentioned 
of  the  ttrange  eicapes  of  this  fantaftic  monarch  :  "  St. 
"  Gregory  Nazian/en  fays,  that  Julian  drove  away  %vith 
"  cuffs  and  kicks  the  poor  who  came  toiolicir  favours  from 
"  him."  Life  of  Jui'.a;i,  b.  IV,  WAR  BUR  TON. 

*  Julian  in  this  reicript  forbids  the  alieflments  and 
tributes  which  the  patriarchs  of  the  Jews  ufed  to  exact  by 
apoftles.  Of  the  JeuiHi  patriarchs,  fee  /;'/-.  xvi.  CsJ. 
Theod.  tit.  8.  rjETAU. 

f  This  language  of  [ulian  is  by  no  means  a  proof  that 
the  letter  is  forged.  We  (hall  fee,  in  the  conclufion,  that 
he  believed  that  the  God  of  the  jews  was  the  Dcmiurgus, 
who  had  created,  or  rather  arranged,  the  tmiverfe.  The 
Qtmiurgus,  orA&ys;,  proceeded  etern;;i!y,  fubftafttially,  and  of 
himfelf,  from  the  ririt  God,  named  The  Being,  the  One  and 
the  Good.  Whether  the  Platonifts  admitted  a  diftinciion  of 
nature  between  The  Being  and  the  Df>>iiur*ns,  or  whether 
they  only  acknowledged  a  diftinftion  of  perlbns,  or  laftly, 
whether  they  conlidered  theDemiurgus  as  an  attribute  of  The 
Being,  it  is  certain  that  they  gave  even  the  Tbewjus  the  name 
of  the  Hrft,  the  Supreme  God.  It  was  the  Tf'curgvs  whom 
Julian  worfliipped  under  the  name  of  the  Sun-King,  meaning 
not  the  orb  which  ftrikes  our  eyes,  but  an  intelligence  which 

pre- 
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\vho  has  condefcended  to  crown  me  with  his  own 
pure  hand.  Thofe  who  labour  under  any  anxiety 
mult  ncceffarily  be  timid  and  difpirired,  and  can- 
not elevate  their  hands  with  confidence  in  prayer; 
but  thofe  who  are  utterly  free  from  care  rejoice 
with  their  whole  hearts,  and  more  frequently  and 
more  effectually  offer  their  devout  fupplicat  ons  to 
God  that  the  ftate  may  be  governed  in  the  beft  man- 
ner agreeably  to  my  wifhcs.  In  this  alfo  you  are 
deeply  interefted ;  that,  after  having  happily  termi- 
nated the  Periian  war,  I  may  dwell  in  the  holy  city 
Jerufalem  *,  which  you  have  long  defired  to  fee 

inhabited, 

prefides  over  that  oib,  and  holds  the  &me  rank  in  the  Intel- 
ligent world  which  the  material  fun  holds  in  the  fenllblc. 

LA  BLETERIE. 

*  Julian  did  not  wait   fo  long  before   he  gave  the  Jews 
fotr.e  proofs  of  his  affeftion,.  or  rather  of  his  hatred  to  the 
Chriftians,  by  the  projeA  which  he   formed  of  re-building 
the  temple  of  Jerufalem  ;  a  project,  which,  as  Pagan  writers' 
themfelves  attelf,  was  confounded  by  one  of  the  molt  aftonifh- 
ing  and  bell  attefted  miracles  mentioned  in  hiftory.      Ibid. 
On  this  remarkable  event  Mr.  (afterwards  Bifhop)  War- 
burton,  publiflied,  in  1750,  his  Difcourfe,  entitled,  Julian, 
&c.  (occafioned  by  Dr.  Middleton's  Free  Enquiry  into  the- 
miraculous  Powers)  written,  it  is  generally  thought,   with 
temper  andcandonr,  though  Mr.  Gibbon  brands  it  "  with  all 
"  the  peculiarities  which  are  imputed  to  the  Warburtonian 
*'  fchool,"   and   charges  the  author  with  "  revealing  the 
"  fecret  intentions  of  Julian,  and,  with  the  authority  of  a 
"  theologian,  prelcribing  the  motives  and  conduct  of  the 
"  Supreme  Being." 

Dr.  Lardner,  however,  (Jewifh  and  Heathen  Tefti- 
monies,  vol.  IV.  p.  47 — 71.)  doubts  the  truth  of  thu~ 
miracle.  His  reafcns  are  drawn  from  Julian's  own  writings 

(the 
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inhabited,  and  in  that,  reflored  by  my  labours, 
may  with  you  glorify  the  Mod  High  *. 

(the  above  pafiage  in  particular,  which  intimates  his  inten- 
tion of  re-building  Jerufalem  after  his  return  from  the 
Perfian  war,  which  never  happened),  the  improbability  of 
his  allotting  money  for  fuch  an  expensive  work  when  he 
was  juft  fetting  out  for  Perfia,  the  credulity,  in  other  in- 
itahces,  of  Ammiamis,  the  incredible  miracles,  or  pre- 
tended miracles,  vdth  which  the .  hiilory  of  this  event  is 
loaded  by  Ohriuian.  writers,  there  being,  no  occaiion,  at 
that  time,  for  fuch  a  miraculous  interpolation  to  hinder 
that  undertaking,  and  the  iilence  of  ieveral  Chriftian  con- 
temporary writers,  particularly  Jerom,  Prudentius,  and 
Orqfius.  ,  He  concludes  thus :  "  Let  not  any  be  offended 
**  that  I  hefitate  about  this  point.  I  think -we  ought  not 
«*  too  eafily  to  receive  accounts  of  miraculous  interpofitions 
*'  which  are  not  becoming  the  divine  Being.  There  are 
"  many  things  faid  of  Julian,  which  all  wife  and  good 
"  men  do  not  believe."  But  let  us  hear  another  excellent 
writer. 

The  interpofition  certainly  was  as  providential  as  the  at- 
tempt was  impious.  .  .  There  are  indeed  many,  witriefles 
to  the  truth  of  the  fact,  whom  an  able  critic  f  hath  well' 
drawn  together,  and  ranged  in  this  order:  "  AmmianusMar-- 
cellinus  an  Heathen,  Zemuch  David  a  jew,  who  confef* 
fes-that  Julian  was  divinities  impcditus,  '  hindered  by  God, 
in  this  attempt,'  Nazianzen  and  Chryfoftom  among  the 
Greeks,  St.  Ambrofe  and  Ruffinus  among  the  Latins,  who 
flourifhed  at  the  very  time  when  this  was  done  ;  Theo- 
doret  and  Sozomen,  orthodox  hiftorians,  Philoftorgius  an 
Arian,  Socrates  a  favourer  of  the  Novatians,  who  wrote 
the  ftory  within  the  fpace  of  fifty  years  after  the  thing 
was  done,  and  whilii  the  eye-witnefles  of  the  fact 
"  were  yet  iurviving."  But  the  "public  hath  been  obliged 
with  the  beft  and  fulleft  account  of  this  whole  tranf- 
a£tion  in  Dr.  Warburton's  Julian,  where  the  evidence  for 
the  miracle  is  fet  in  the  ftrongeft  light,  and  all  objections •• 
are  clearly  refuted,  to  the  triumph  of  faith  and  the  con- 
i'ulvon  of  infidelity.  Bifliop  NEWTON. 

*  The  blind  fuperftition  and  abjeft  flavery  of  thefe  un- 
fortunate exiles  rr.uft  excite  the  contempt  of  a  philofophic 
f  Whitby's  general  Preface,  p.  xxviii. 

Emperor ; 
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To  THE  PRINCIPAL  PHYSICIANS.    An  Edicl:  *.  ia  J™6' 
That  the  medical  art  is  falutary  to  mankind,  ex- 
perience clearly  demonstrates.     The  philofophers 
therefore   juftly   teach  that  it   came  down  from 
heaven  ;  for  the  weaknefs  of  our  nature,  and  the 
frequent   diforders  to  which  we  are  liable,  are  by 
that  corrected.    Therefore,  as  reafon    and  juftice 
require,  and  according  to  the  example  of  former 
princes   •*-,   we,  from   our  benevolence,  exempt 
you,  for  the  future,  from  the  fenatorial  functions. 
Dated  at  Constantinople,  on  the  4th  of  the  ides  of 
May,  in  the  confulfhip  of  Mamertinus  and  Nevitta. 

Epiftle 

Emperor  ;  but   they  deferved  the  friendfliip  of  Julian  by 
their  implacable  hatred  of  the  Chriftian  name.        GIBBON-. 
*This  lav/  was, without  doubt, written  originally  inLatin. 
An  abridgement  of  it   is  found,  with  the  title  and  date, 
in  the  Theodofmn  Code,  XHI.  i.  3,  de  mcdicis  ef  profijforilrt?^ 
It  is  addreffedadarcbiatros.  The  title  of  arcbiatri  was  given 
to  the  phyficians  of  the  Emperor,   and  to  thole  who  prac- 
tifed  phyfic  in  the  two  capitals.     It  is  therefore  to  the  phy- 
ficians of  the  court,  and  to  thofe  of  Rome  and  Conftanti- 
nople,  that. this  law  of  Julian  is  addreffed.    LA  BLETEKIE. 
f  The  Imperial  laws  exempted  the  principal  phyficians 
from  every  public  office.     They  could  not  be  obliged  to-be 
members  of  the   council,  nor  to  exercife  the  magiftracies7 
in  the  municipal  towns.     If  they  became  fenators  of  Rome 
or  Constantinople,  they  enjoyed  fome  honours   and  privi- 
leges, annexed  to  that  office,  without  being'required  to  ('. 
charge  its  functions,  or  to  bear  its  burthens,  &c.  See  the 
Theodocian  Code,  at  the  title  juft  quoted,  and  the  notes  of  • 
Godefroi.     7'hefe  privileges  were  as  early  as  the  rei^n  of1 
Auguftus.     They  had  been  confirmed  by  a  great  number 
of  Emperors,    and  very    recently  by  Conftantine,    whofe 
laws  are  ftill  in  being.     But  it   is   well  known  that  Julian" 
was  the  declared  enemy  of  exemptions,  and  that   he  loved 
to    undo  what    Conftantine   had   done.     The    phyficians 
therefore  were  uneafy.     Julian,  however,  maintained  them 
4  in 
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Epiftle.  XXVI.     To  the  ALEXANDRA  ANS,* 
An  Edift  J*. 

A.  D.  f~\  N  E  who  bad  been  banifhcd  by  fo  many  Im- 
362.  V_y  pcrjai  decrees  (bould  have  waited  at  lead  for 
one  edict  f  before  he  returned  home,  iniiead  of 
comumelioufly  infulting  the  laws,  as  if  there  were 
none  in  being.  For  we  have  not  allowed  the  Ga- 
lileans, who  Avere  banifoed  by  Conftamius,  of 

in  their  privileges.  The  Latin  text  feems  to  give  them  more 
than  te  granted  to  them  in  the  Greek.  Securi  a  moltftih  mu- 
nerum  omnium  piiblicorum  reli^uuni  tempus  Details  jitgiter  agi- 
tabith.  The  Greek  only  fays,  rat  #«Xifc1ix.w»  to&gyqjbialwr. 
It  is  remarkable  that  the  exemptions  of  the  profeflbrs, 
though  they  were  the  fame  as  thole  of  the  phyiicians,  and 
though  Confiantine  had  confirmed  them  by  two  !a\vg,  were 
not  attacked.  It  was  notorious  that  Julian's  love  of  litera- 
ture, and  of  thofe  who  taught  it,  exceeded  his  hatred  of 
exemptions,  and  even  of  Conftant'me.  LA  BLETERIE* 

*  Athanafius  had  been  banifhed  once  by  Conftantine, 
and  twice  by  Conftantius.  He  was  in  his  third  exile  when 
Julian  recalled  all  thofe  whom  Conftantius  had  banifhed 
on  account  of  religion.  Prudence  did  not  allow  Athanalius 
to  avail  himfelf  of  this  recall  while  his  fee  was  occupied 
by  George  of  Cappadocia.  But  foon  after  the  death  of  the 
ufurper  (fee  p.  18.)  he  returned  to  his  church,  where  the 
Pagans  did  not  fuffer  him  to  remain  long  in  quiet.  They 
reprcfented  to  the  Emperor  that  Athanafius  would  pervert 
the  whole  city,  and  that,  if  he  continued  there,  not  a  fingle 
Heathen  would  foon  be  found  there.  Their  complaints 
determined  Julian  to  iflue  this  edift.  Ibid. 

f  This  was  not  neceflary,  as  Julian  had,  without  dif- 
tin&ion,  recalled  all  thofe  whom  Conftantius  had  banifhed 
for  the  "  madnefs"  of  the  Galileans.  Ibid. 

blefied 
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efiedmemorv,  to  return  ro  their  churches  *,  but 
only  to  their  countries-  Yet  1  hear  that  he  moft 
audacious  Athanafius,  with  his  ufual  infblence,  has 
again  ufurped  what  they  call  the  epifcopal  throne  ; 
and  that  this  has  not  a  little  difpljafed  the  people 
of  Alexandria  f.  We  therefore  command  him  to 
depart  from  the  city  on  the  very  day  that  he  (hall 
receive  the  letter  of  our  clemency  ;  and  if  he 
remain  there,  he  may  expect  a  much  feverer 
punimment. 


Epiftle  XXVII.  To  the  Soph iil  and  Quasflor 

LlBANIUS  J. 

ON  my  arrival  at  Litarbe  §,  a  town    in  Chlcis,   March, 
I  found  a  road  where  were  fome  remains  of     36s> 
the  Antiochian  winter  camp.     One  part  of  it  wr.s; 

moraffy  ; 

*  Whether  Julian  thought  of  this  diftin&ion  at  firft,  or 
whether  it  was  an  after- ftroke,  that  this  prince  employed 
it  only  againft  Athanafius  is  glorious  to  that  prelate. 

LA  BLETERIE. 

This  explication  feems  evalive,  and  perhaps  was  now  firft 
thought  of.  LARDNER. 

f  This  was  the  "  pious"  people  who  tore  "  men  in  pieces 
"  as  if  they  had  been  dogs."  [See  Epiftle  X.] 

L\  BLETERIE. 

%  It  appears  that  Julian  haH  given  Libanius  the  ho- 
norary title  of  Quaeftor.  But  Eunapius  repo'ts,  that  Li- 
banius refufed  the  honorary  rank  of  Prxtor  an  Praefeft, 
which  one  of  the  fucceflbrs  of  Julian  would  have  given  him, 
as  lefs  illuftrious  than  the  title  ot'  Soph  ill  (in  vita  Sopbift. 
p.  135.)  The  critics  have  obieri-ed  a  finiilnr  fentiment  in  one 
of  the  Epifllss  (xvm.  edit.  K'blf.)  of  Libanius  hiinielf. 

VOL.  II.  F  In 
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moTaffy  j  the  other  hilly,  and  extremely  fteep ;  over 
the  morafs  loofe  ftones  were  placed  by  chance,  and 
not  artfully  cemented,  as  roads  are  in  a  manner  built 
a  other  places,  where,  inflead  of  fand,  the  itones 
are  laid  in  mortar,  as  in  a  wall.  Faffing  this  with 
fome  difficulty,  I  reached  my  firfl  ftage  *,-  about 
the  ninth  hour,  where  I  faw  in  the  ha^  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  your  fenate  f.  Of  the  fubjeft  of  our 
converfation,  though  perhaps  you  may  have  heaid 
it  already,  if  the  Gods  permit,  I  will  inform  you. 
From  Litarbe  I  proceeded  to  Berea  J,  where  Ju- 

In  this  Kpiftle  Julian  gives  the  journal  of  his  march  from 
Antioch  to  Hierapolis.  LA  BLETERIE. 

He  informed  Libanius  of  his  progrefs  in  an  elegant 
Epiftle,  which  difplays  the  fertility  of  his  genius,  and  his 
tender  regard  for  the  fophift  of  Antioch.  GIBBON. 

§  This  place  Euagrius  mentions,  /.  v.  c.  12.  and  fays,  it 
was  three  hundred  rtadia  from  Antioch.  PETAU. 

*  it  is  liligular  that  the  Romans  (hould  have  neglected 
the  great  communication  between  Antioch  and  the  Eu- 
phrates. GIBBON. 
•f  The  martial  impatience  of  Julian  urged  him  to  take 
the  field  in  the  beginning  of  the  fpring  ;  and  he  difmifled, 
with  contempt  and  reproach,  the  fenate  of  Antioch,  who 
accompanied  him  beyond  the  limits  of  their  own  territory, 
to  which  he  was  refolved  never  to  return.  Ibid. 
%  Now  Aleppo.  The  inhabitants  of  this  place  are  re- 
corded with  honour  in  the  A51*  of  the  ApoJHes,  ch.  xvir.  for 
the  readinefs  of  mind  with  which  lke\  received  tl>e  <v<orjt 
pi  cached  by  Paul,  and  fear ckcd  the  fcrlptures  daily  whether 
tbofe  things  iccre  fa.  By  Julian's  account,  they  ftill  adhered 
to  their  Chriftian  principles,  receiving,  as  Mr.  Gibbon  ex- 
prefles  it,  "  with  cold  and  formal  demonftrations  of  re- 
"  fpe6t,  the  eloquent  fermon  of  the  Apoftlc  of  Pa- 
ganifm." 

St.  Bafil  has  addreffed  two,  Epiftle s  to  the  inhabitants 
'of  Berea,  applauding  their  piety.  See  his  works,  vol.  III. 
p.  IDC 6. 

piter, 
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piter,  by  the  cleared  omens,  declared  all  things 
aufpicious.  Staying  there  a  whole  d;*y,  I  viiited 
the  cattle,  and  royally  facrificed  to  Jupiter  a  whit  j 
bull  *.  Wirh  the  fen  ate  I  converfed  a  little  on 
matters  of  religion,  but  though  they  all  praifed 
my  difcourfe  f,  a  few  only  were  convinced  by  it  j 
however,  they  were  fuch  as,  before  I  fpoke,  I 
thought  fenfible  ;  the  others  affumed  a  kind  of 
licence,  and  feemed  totally  deflitute  of  (hamc. 
Men  are  apt  to  be  extfemely  aba(hed  at  qualities 
that  are  laudable,  fuch  as  fortitude  of  mind  and 


*  He  was  more  a  fuperititious  than  a  legal  obferver  of 
facrecl  rites,  facrificing  innumerable  cattle  without  parli- 
mony,  fo  that  it  was  thought,  if  he  had  returned  froiii 
Perfia,  oxen  would  have  been  wanting;  like  Marcus  Ccefar, 
of  whom,  we  are  told,  it  was  faid,  "  White  bulls  to- Marcus 
*'  Csefar:"  '  If  you  conquer,  weperifh.'  AMMIANUS. 

To  Capitoline  Jupiter  white  victims  only  were  facrinctd 
in  triumph.  See  Turneb.  L  29.  26. 

f  The  fon  of  one  of  the  moft  illuflrioua  citizens  of 
Berea,  who  had  embraced,  either  from  intereil  or  con- 
fcience,  the  religion  of  the  Emperor,  had  been  dilinherited 
by  his  angry  parent.  The  father  and  the  fon  were  invited 
to  the  Imperial  table.  Julian,  placing  himfelf  between  them, 
attempted,  without  fuccefs,  to  inculcate  the  lefibn  r.iid 
example  of 'toleration ;  Supported,  vvith  affefted  ivilnuids, 
the  indifcreet  zeal  of  ths  aged  Chrillian,  who  feenied  to 
forget  the  iemiments  of  nature,  and  the  duty  of. a.  fubjecl  ; 
and  at  length,  turning  towards  the  a£iitcd  ycufn,  '•  M:;.  e 
"  you  have  loll:  a  father,"  faid  he,  "  for  u;y  i  .kc,  :t  \s 
"  incumbent  on  me  to  fupply  his  place." 

Julian  alludes  to  this  incident  [above];   \\hich    is   more 
iy   related    by   Tiieodoret    (/.  111.  f.  22  )      The   in- 
tolerant  Ipirit   of  the  father   is   applauded   t»y    Tillcniunt, 
(////,'".    Jcs  Emprrcun,  ton;.    IV.  /.    534.)    and   even   ' 
Bleterie  (>";r  dc  Julie/i,  f.  413.)  Gi  i 

F   2  piety; 
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piety ;  but  in  the  bafeft  aftions  and  fentiments  *, 
in  facrilege  and  pufillanimity,  they  have  the  con- 
fidence to  glory. 

Batnce  next  received  me,  a  place  to  which  I  never 
law  any  fimilar  but  Daphne  f.  But  though  Batuse 
may  now  vie  with  Daphne,  not  long  ago,  when 
the  tempie  and  the  image  were  in  being,  I  {hould, 
without  fcruple,  not  only  have  compared  Daphne 
to  Offa,  Pelion,  Olympus,  and  Theffalian  Tempe, 
but  even  have  preferred  it  to  them  all.  The  place 
above-mentioned  is  dedicated  to  Olympic  Jupiter 
and  Pythian  Apollo.  But  on  the  fubjecl:  of 
Daphne  you  have  compofed  an  oration  {,  fuch  as 
no  other  mortal, 

Of  thofe  who  live  in  thefe  degenerate  days  §, 
with  his  utmoft  efforts,  could  have  written,  and,  I 
think,  not  many  of  the  ancients.     Why  therefore 
fhould  I  enlarge  upon  what  has  fo  elegantly  been 
de-fcribed  by  you  ?  Far  be  that  idea  ! 

*  M«x«xi*  y»upn$  xaj  auijittio:.  'It  is.  not  forprlfing,  that  bv 
the  Pagans  that  abftrafiion  and  contempt  of  the  world,  with 
which  the  gofpel  inspires  every  true  Chriflian,  fhould  be 
deemed  meanneis  of  ipirit.  But  why  is  not  Julian  afliamed 
to  blame  in  the  Chriftians  thole  virtues  whofe  very  fhadow 
he  adored  in  the  philosophers  ?  See  his  Epiille  to  The- 

™iftius.  LA  BLIiTERIE. 

f  See  an  elegant  defcription  of  Daphne  by  Mr.  Gibbon, 
in  a  note  on  the  Mifopogon,  Vol.  I.  p.  :8o. 

_  I  This  lamentation  is  ftilfe::t:int  in  the  works  of  Liba- 

nius,   and  compofes  his  IXth  Oration.     It  is  entitled,  "  A 

Monody  on  the  Temple  of  Apollo  at  Daphne,  confumed 

1  by  fire,  or,  as  it  is  faid,  by  lightning."    It  is  tranilaied 

in  this  volume. 

§  Horn.  II.  V.  304. 

1  At 
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At  Batnse  (though  the  name  is  barbarous,  the 
town  is  Greek)  we  inhaled  the  fumes  of  incenfe 
from  all  the  adjacent  country,  and^&tv  vi&ims 
every  where  prepared.  This,  though-Ur,  much 
pleafed  me,  feemed  rather  too  fervent  and  foreign 
to  religion  *.  For  facrifices  fhould  be  offered  in 
private,  far  from  all  public  roads  andpaffengers, 
and  all  that  is  required  is  a  fupply  of  viftims  and 
offerings.  But  this  by  proper  care  may  be  eafily 
corre&ed. 

Batnpe  is  fituated  on  a  plain  fkirted  by  a  grove  of 
cypreffes,  none  of  which  were  old  or  decayed,  but 
all  v/ere  equally  young  and  flourifhing.  My  palace 
was  by  no  means  magnificent,  being  conftrncted  of 
clay  and  boards,  and  having  nothing  .ornamental. 
Nor  could  the  garden  vie  with  that  of  Alcinb'us  j-, 
but  rather  refembled  that  of  Laertes  {.  There  was 
alfo  a  fmall  grove  of  cypreffes,  and  a  row  of  thofe 
trees  was  planted  along  the  walls :  in  the  middle  were 
pot-herbs  and  fruit-trees  of  every  kind.  I  facrificed 
there  in  the  evening,  and  again  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, as  was  my  conftant  cuftom  every  day  •,  and  as 
the  rites  were  aufpiqious,  we  proceeded  to  Hiera- 

*  He  too  clearly  dil'cerned  that  the  fmoke  which  arofc 
from  their  altars  was  the  incenfe  of  flattery,  rather  than 
"of  devotion.  GIBBON. 

f  Odyff.  vn.   112. 
j  Ibid.  XKI v.  204. — Laertes  cultivated  land. 

The  ground  himfelf  had  purchas  d  with  his  pain, 
And  labour  made  ths  rugged  foil  a  plain. 

POPE,  235. 

F  3  polis, 
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polis  *,  where  we  were  met  by  the  citizens,  and  I 
was  received  as  a  gueit  by  one  whom,  though  I 
had  fcsr.ce  ever  feen  him  before,  I  had  long 
efteemed-f.' Though  you  are  well  acquainted  with 
the  resfon,  I  cannot  deny  myfelf  the  pleafure  of 
repeating  it;  for  to  hear  and  fpeak  of  thefe  peribns 
is  always  nectar  to  me.  Sopater,  the  father-in-law 
of  this,  was  a  difciple  of  the  mod  divine  Jambli- 
chus  f.  Did  I  not  love  all  that  were  connected 
with  him,  I  fhould  deem  myfelf  guilty  of  the 

*  Kierapolis,  fituate  almoft  on  the  hanks  of  the  Eu- 
phrates, had  been  appointed  for  the  general  rendezvous  of 
the  Roman  army,  who  there  patted  the  great  river  on  a 
bridge  of  boats,  which  was  previouily  conftructed. 

GIBBON. 

The  ancient  and  magnificent  temple,  which  had  fancli- 
fied,  for  to  many  ages,  the  city  of  Hitrapolis,  ivo  longer 
fubliiled  ;  and  the  confec  rated  wealth,  which  afforded  a 
liberal  maintenance  to  more  than  three  hundred  priefh, 
might  haften  its  downfall.  Ibid. 

f  Of  Chalcis,  a  Pythagorean  philofopher,  -the  difc.pie 
of  Porphyry,  and  uncle  to  the  philofopher  of  .the  .fame 
name,  to  whom  Julian  has  a'ddreficd  fix  fubfequent  I 
j::id  whom  M.  de  la  Bleterie  fuppofcs  to  h.:ve  been  here 
meant ;  but  as  I  understand  that  the  father-in-L:\v  of  this 
Sc-puter  (then  dead)  had  been  his  diluple,  it  ft  ems  rather 
more  applicable  to  the  elder  Jamblichus.  The  elder  Sopater 
was  probably  that  Platonic  philofopher  who  was  put  to 
death  by  Ccnftamine  the  Great,  being  ftyled,  by.Suidas  and 
others,  "  a  cliiciple  of  Jamblichus." 

The  French  tranilator  allo  ilyles  this  Sopater  of  Hiera- 
polis  the  "  ion-in-law"  (as  well  as  "  pupiT')  of  Jambli- 
chus, for  which  I  can  fee  no  authority  in  the  original,  or 
in  any  other  author.  Let  the  reader  judge.  i*ute,\i^s  T« 
Sr<',1«3w  TO  SjiMu*  'L»ifa1^e,  Tfe'a  xr,ctrr;?  t%  cm.  In  the  French, 
Svpaire  fjl  f  fltve  ef  ic  gcx.eirc  Ju  dtvinJnmVi'r^e^  meaning  the 
younger  of  thefe  philofophers,  then  living. 

woril 
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worft  of  crimes.  But  there  is  another  reafon  ftill 
more  cogent.  Having  often  entertained  at  his 
houfe  my  coufm  and  my  brother  *,  anJ,  as  might 
well  be  fuppofed,  being  ftrongly  urged  by  them 
to  apoftatife  from  the  Gods,  he  had  the  great 
merit  of  never  being  infefted  with  that  contagion. 

Thefe  particulars,  immediately  relating  to  myfelf, 
I  now  communicate  to  you  from  Hierapolis.  As 
to  military  and:  civil  tranfa&ions,  you  fhonld  be 
prefent  tq  fee  and  obferve  them  yourfelf.  For,  be 
allured,  if  they  were  diftin&Iy  related,  they  could 
not  be  comprifed  in  a  letter  of  twice  the  length 
of  this.  But,  as  I  am  writing,  I  will  briefly  men- 
tion them.  I  have  fent  an  embaffy  to  the  Sa- 
racens f,  urging  them,  -if  they  are  fo  inclined,  to 
join  us.  This  is  the  firft  article.  Next,  I  have 
difpatched,  as  was  proper,  feme  obfervant  fpies, 
left  any  deferter  mould  acquaint  the  enemy  with 
our  motions.  Add  to  thefe,  I  have  decided  a  mili- 
tary difpute  •{,  I  am  perfuaded,  with  lenity  and 

jufHce. 

*  Confbnthss  and  Galirs. 

f  A  wandering  people  in  the  deferts  of  Arabia  [\vho 
ftretched  from  the  confines  of  Aflyria  to  the  cataracts  oi" 
the  Nile],  warlike  and  felf-intereiftcd,  dangerous  enemies 
and  burthenibme  friends.  Nee  amid  iiobis  unquam  xa-  boftcs 
optandi,  are  the  words  of  Amruianus.  The  love  of  rapine 
and  war  allured  feveral  of  them  to  the  imperial  ftandard, 
though  Julian  fternly  refuted  the  payment  of  the  accuftomcd 
i'ubfidies.  LA  BLETERIE. 


$>-,.r.v.     M.   de  Tillemont  fufpe^s   that  this 
relates   to    a   fad   mentioned   by  St.   Chryloftom.      Being 
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jultice.  I  ivve  procured  ex  .11.  nt  horfes  and 
mnl?5,  and  mv  <:rmy  is  affcmblcd.  The  boats  are 
fil.ed  with  corn,  or  rather  wi  h  bilcuit  and  vinegar. 
What  a  long  lerrc-r  would  it  require  to  tell  vou 
how  each  of  theie  points  was  accomplished  !  What 
was  faid  on  every  fubjeft  you  may  eafily  guefs. 
As  to  the  happy  omens  *,  having  recorded  them 
in  many  letters  and  books,  which  I  .every  where 
carry  with  me, -why  (hould  I  trouble  you  with  =the 
repetition  ? 

ready  to  paf?  the  Euphrates,  Julian  made  an  attempj  to 
gain  fuch  of  his  foldiers'as  were  flill  Chriftians.  Some 
fufflred  themfelves  to  be  feduced,  but  the  reft  refufed,  and 
the  Emptror  did  not  dare  to  calhier  them,  for  fear  o^ 
weakening  his  army.  JbiiL 

*  Infatuated  with  his  expedition,  he  faw  every  thing  in 
the  bed  light,  and  Qnly  kept  a  regifter  of  what  he  confidered 
as  happy  prefages.  He  paffes  over  in  filence  the  fatal  ac- 
cident which  happened  When  he  made  his  entry  into  Hiera- 
polis.  Fifty  foldL-rs  were  cruflied  to  death  by  the  fall  of 
a  portico,  and  many  more  wounded.  Ammianus  xxni.  2. 

Ibid. 

Another  bad  omen  is  mentioned  by  Ammianus  at  Batnne 
in  Oidroe'na  (after  the  date  indeed  of  this  letter),  fifty  men 
being  allo  killed  there  by  the  fall  of  a  (lack  of  ftraw. 

Julian  flayed  three  days  only  at  Hierapolis,  and  then 
proceeded  to  Carrhse  in  Alefopotamia,  fourfcore  miles 
diflant. 

This  is  the  laft  EpiiUe  of  his  writing  that  is  extant. 


Epiftle 
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Epiftle  XXVIII.    To  Duke  GREGORY  *. 

A  SHORT  letter  from  you  is  fufficient  to  give 
•*•*>  me  great  pleafure.  Being  much  delighted 
therefore  with  what  you  have  written,  I  return  you 
many  thanks.  The  love  of  our  friends  fhould  be 
meafured,  not  by  the  length  of  their  epiitles,  but 
bv  the  extent  of  their  aCfc&ion. 


Epiftle  XXIX.    To  ALYPIUS  t,  the  Brother 

Of  C.ESARIUS. 


O  Y  LOS  ON},  it  is  faid,  came  to  Darius,  re-  A- 
^  minded  him  of  a  cloak  which  he  had  for-  or  ^ 
merly  given  him,  and  in  return  requefled  Samos. 

Darius 

*  Though  the  military  Counts  and  Dukes  arc  frequently 
mentioned  both  in  hiftory  and  the  codes,  we  muft  have 
recourfe  to  the  Notitia  for  the  exa<5t  knowledge  of  their 
number  and  flations.  The  fecond  of  thofe  appellations  is 
only  a  corruption  of  the  Latin  word,  which  was  iudiicri- 
minately  applied  to  any  military  chief.  All  thefe  provin- 
cial generals  were  therefore  dukes.  GIBBON. 

The  Greek  word  is  r.yspu*,  which  M.  de  la  Bleterie  tranf- 
lates  Commandant  des  troupes. 

•f  Among  the  friends  of  the  Emperor  (if  the  names  of 
Emperor  and  of  friend  are  not  incompatible)  the  firft  place 
was  alligned  by  Julian  himfelf  to  the  virtuous  and  learned 
Alypius.  The  humanity  of  Alypius  was  tempered  by 
fevere  juftice  and  manly  fortitude  j  and  while  he  exercifed 

his 
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Darius  afterwards  was  much  elated,  thinking  that 
he  had  returned  a  great  prefent  for  a  fmall  one. 

But 

his  abilities  in  the  civil  adminiftration  of  Britain,  he  imitated, 
in  his  poetical  compositions,  the  harmony,  and  ibftnefs  ,of 
the  odes' of  Sappho.  [See  the  next  Epiftle.]  GIB  BOX. 

..This  minifter,  who  is  ftyled  by  Ammianus  "  a  man  of  an 
amiable  character,"  and  who,  like  himfelf,  was  a  native  of 
Antioch,  afterwards  received  from  his  mailer,  juft  before 
he  fet  out  for  the  Periian  war,  the  extraordinary  commif- 
lion  to  rebuild,  in  conjunction  with  the  governor  of  the 
province,  the  temple  of  Jerufalein.  But  the  attempt  was 
defeated,  as  Ammianus,  a  Heathen  and  a  contemporary, 
relates  (xxin.  i.),  by  a  miraculous  interposition,  "  dread- 
"  full  balls  of  fire  (mctucndi  gloli  fiamttiarum})  breaking  out 
"  frequently  near  the  foundations,  and  rendering  the  place 
*f  jnaccejfibie  to  the  Icorched  and  Wafted  workmen."  The 
truth  of  this  miracle  Mr.  Gibbon  queftions,  and  even  Dr. 
Lardner  has  uoubted'.  The  reaibns  adduced  by  the  latter 
have  bien  briefly  mentioned,  p.  62.  "  A  philofopher 
(fays  Mr.  G  )  ,'•  may  ftill  require  the, original  evidence  of 
*'  impartial  and  intelligent  fpectators."  .  But  Ammianus 
alfo  va's  "a  philofopher,"  and  therefore,  no  doubt, 
"  required"  and  had  the  "  original  '  evident"  of  his 
fellow  foldiers,  of  his  friend  and  countryman  Alypius, 
in  particular  :  and  would  not  rafbJy  have  named  him,  and 
related  a  facl,  which,  if  fa  He,  muft  have  been  imiye- 
diately •  contradiclec!.  In  the  reign  of  Valens,  after  having 
ong  in  a  private  ftation,  Alypius'  and  his  fon 
Hierocles,  a  youth  of  an  excellent  difpofition,  were  both 
apprehended  on  a  charge  of  poifoning.  Alypius  was  de- 
prived of  his  filate,  and  banifhed.  And  the  i'.,n,  when  he 
was  leading  to  execution,-  was  happily  favcd.  How  is  not 
mentioned.  Amm-  xxix.  i.  Yet  Libanius  (Ep.  xxv.  &c.) 
mentions  this  Hierocles  as  pcrilhing  in  the  earthquake  at 
Nicomeclia,  in  358. 

j  Syloion  was  the  brother  of  Polycrates,  tyrant  of 
Samos.  See  Herodotus,  A  ITI.  c.  140.  and  YElian.  far. 
ILJ1.  I.  iv.  c.  5.  He  gave  his  cloak  at  Memphis  to  Darius, 
when  that  prince  was  only  one  of  the  guards  of  Cambyies. 
Julian  relates  the  lame  {lory  in  his  Illd  Oration. 

"  The 
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But  Sylofon  found  it  a  woeful  gift  *.  Compare 
my  conduft  with  that  of  this  prince.  In  one  re- 
fpecl  I  have  the  advantage.  I  did  not  want  to  be 
reminded,  but  retained  the  remembrance  of  you 
unimpaired,  and  on  the  firft  opportunity  that  God 
gave  me  I  ranked  you,  not  among  my  fecond  but 
my  firft  friends.  So  much  for  the  pair. 

As  to  the  future,  will  you  allow  me  (for  I  am  a 
prophet)  to  predict  ?  We  (hall  be  more  fuccefsful, 
I  doubt  not,  if  Nemeiis  be  propitious.  For  you 
need  not  a  prince  to  aflift  you  in  deftroying  a  city, 
but  I  require  the  affiftance  of  many  in  re-building 
thofe  that  have  been  deftroyed  f.  Such  is  the 
p'eaiautry  of  my  Gallic  and  barbarous  Mufe  J. 
Come  with  the  aufpices  of  the  Gods. 

P.  S.     In  bis  own  band-writing. 


"  The  cloak  of.  Sylofon,"  (v  StAos-ovlo,-  x;**"^)  is  adduced 
by  Krainuis  (Chi!,  p.  352.)  as  a  proverb  applied  to  "  thofe 
"•  who  bonil  and  pride  themfelves  on  their  drefs."  And  (he 
adds)  "  it  may  be  properly  laid  of  thole  to  whom  a  fmall 
"  gift,  feafonably  bellowed,  returns  with  large  intereft  ;" 
and  then  relates,  as  the  origin  of  it,  the  above  ilory  from 
Herodotus. 

*  Sylofon  was  put  in  pofleffion  of  Samos,  but  the  city 
being  taken,  it  was  pillaged  by  the  Ferfians,  fo  that  he 
only  reigned  over  a  defert.  LA  BLETERIE. 

f  This  perhaps  may  allude  to  the  forty  cities  in  Gaul, 
which,  Zofimus  fays,  the  Barbarians  deltroyed,  and  Julian 
rebuilt.  See  the  Epiftle  to  the  Athenians,  Vol.  I.  p.  84. 

|  Julian  fomewhere  fays,  [Ep.  LIV.]  that  his  refidencc 
in  Gaul  had  made  him  a  Barbarian,  fo  that  he  had  almoft 
forgotten  Greek.  He  would  have  been  forry  to  have  been 
taken  at  his  word.  LA  BLETERIE. 

There 
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There  is  ready  for  you  plenty  of  game,  goats 
and  frieep  *,  which  we  hunt  in  our  winter-quarters. 
Come  to  a  friend  who  loved  you  before  he  knew 
your  worth. 


Epiftle  XXX.     To  the  fame  f. 

T  WAS  jufl  recovering  from  an  indifpofition, 
-*-  when  I  received  the  geography  J  that  you  fent 
me,  nor  was  the  book  lefs  acceptable  for  coming 
from  you.  For  it  contains  not  only  better  defcrip- 
tions  than  any  book  of  the  kind,  but  you  have 

*   A^e  fgitytav  r.ixi  TSJ?  EV  TOI?  ^eiju.«J»o»j  §r,gct$  rut  wpctealsiiiv. 

This  paflage  is  obfcure  and  perhaps  corrupted.  Does 
Julian  mean  to  fay  that  the  winter  did  not  allow  hunting  ; 
and  that  there  was  nothing  at  his  table  but  butcher's  meat  ? 
But  Julian  was  not  fond  of  dainties,  nor,  as  I  recollect,  of 
hunting.  No  more  might  Alypius.  The  meaning  is,  that 
the  troops  of  Julian  made  incurfions,  during  the  winter,  on 
•the  territories  of 'the  enemy,  and  carried  off  flocks  and  herds. 
.If  fo,  this  Epiftle  muft  have  been  written  in  the  Gauls  be- 
fore the  abiblute  rupture  between  Julian  and  Conftantius. 
Alypius  might  be  then  in  Britain,  where,  we  know,  he  -.vas 
employed  before  the  reign  of  Julian.  Britannia*  curaverat 
pro  fr&fcfiis,  fays  Atnaiianus  Marcellinus.  LA  BLETERTE. 

Vice-praefecl  therefore,  or  vicar,  was  his  proper  title, 
Britain  being  one  of  the  diocefes  that  were  governed  by  a 
ir.auiftrate,  fo  nameti,  fubordinate  to  the  Prsfcft  of  the 

-j-  La  Bleterie  has  ncglefted  to  tranflate  this  Epiftle.     It 

•  ,)bably  addreffed  to  Alypius,  while  he  was  governor 

.Lain.  GIL  EON. 

j  This  geography  feems  to  have  been   the  composition 

of  Alypius.     Moreri  fays,  "   another  geographical   work 

"  is  ?llb  aicribeci  to  him,  which  w^s  a  dcfcriprion  of  the 

41  old  world." 

alfo 
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alfo  embelliflied  it  with  Iambics,  not  "  finging  a 
Bupalian  *  war,"  as  the  Cyrenean  poet  f  exprefles 
it,  but  fuch  as  fair  Sappho  would  have  thought 
worthy  of  adapting  to  her  hymns.  Such  a  work 
it  may  be  proper  perhaps  for  you  to  give,  but 
certainly  it  is  moft  agreeable  to  me  to  receive. 
With  your  adminiftration  of  affairs,  as  you  ftudy 
to  acl,  on  all  occafions,  both  with  diligence  and 
mildnefs,  I  am  highly  fatisfied.  For  to  blend  lenity 
and  moderation  with  fortitude  and  refolution,  and 
to  exert  thofe  in  encouraging  the  goad,  and  thefe 
in  correcting  the  wicked,  requires,  I  am  confident, 
no  fmall  degree  of  genius  and  virtue. 

May  you  have  thefe  objects  always  in  view,  and 
make  both  fubfervient  to  your  own  honour  !  The 
wifeft  of  the  ancients  juftly  thought  that  this  (hould 
be  the  end  propofed  by  every  virtue  J.  May  health 
and  happinefs  be  your  portion  as  long  as  pofllble, 
my  moft  efteemed  and  beloved  brother  §  .'. 

Epiflle 

.  *  Bupalus,  a  ftatuary,  made  the  image  of  the  poet 
Hipponax,  who  was  very  deforced  in  perfon,  in  ridicule  ; 
which  he  refenting,  wrote  fuch  fevere  Iambics  again  ft  him, 
that  he  hanged  himfelf.  This  was  the  common  report,  which 
Horace  (Epod.  v.  14.)  feems  to  confirm.  But  Pliny  (xxxvi. 
5.)  fays,  that  report  was  falfe.  Hipponax  is  reprobated 
by  Julian  in  his  Duties  of  a  Prieft,  Vol.  I.  p.  132. 

f  Probably  Callimachus,  born,  as  Strabo  fays  (  /.  xvu.) 
at  Cyrene  in  Africa,  in  the  reign  of  Ptolemy  Philadelphus. 
Thence  he  is  often  ftyled  "  the  Libyan  bard."  Kis  hymns 
were  tranilated  by  Dr.  Dodd. 

J  Thus  they  made  the  entrance  to  the  temple  of  Virtue 
the  pafTage  to  that  of  Honour. 

§  Little  did  Alypius  imagine,  while  he  was  exercifmg 
his  poetical  and  political  talents  iu  Britain,  arcong.a  people 
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Epiftle  XXXI.     To  Bifhop  JErius  *. 

A.  D.  ALL  the  reft  who  were  baniuhed  by  the  late 
-*••*-  Conftantius,  on  account  of  the  madnefs  of 
the  Galileans,  I  have  recalled.  As  to  you,  I  not 
Cnly  remit  your  banifhment,  but,  mindful  of  our 
old  acquaintance,  I  alfo  invite  you  hither.  Ufe  a 
public  vehicle  as  far  as  my  camp,  and  one  fuper- 
numerary  horfe  f. 

as  infenfible  to  the  charms  of  his  poetry  as  their  rocks  and 
to  re  Us,  that,  in  a  diitant  age,  when  the  Britons  could  hav'e 
relifhed  his  veries,  he  would  not  have  been  known  as  a 
poet,  and  fcarcely  as  a  governor,  eminent  as  he  was  in  both 
thofe  characters,  had  not  this  accidental  billet  been  happily 
refcued  from  the  gulph  of  time. 

*  A  celebrated  Arian  prelate,  who  had  been  fent  by 
Galius  to  his  brother  Julian,  while  he  was  reader  in  the 
church  of  Nicomedia,  to  fhengthen  him  in  the  Chriftiati 
religion.  Sec  the  Epiftle  from  Callus  to  Julian,  Vol.  I. 
p.  i. 

The  death  of  Galius  had  been  followed  by  the  exile 
of  jEtius,  his  divine  and  confident.  He  was  made  re- 
fponfible  for  fome  of  the  faults  of  that  unfortunate  prince, 
and  the  demi-Arians  accufed  him  to  Conftantius  as  a 
very  dangerous  herefiarch.  The  rank  of  bifhop,  which 
is  given  him  in  the  title  of  the  above  Epiftle,  muft  have 
been  added  by  the  tranfcribers.  ^F.tius  was  not  a  bifliop 
when  Julian  wrote  to  him.  But  he  was  foon  after  or- 
dained by  the  bifhops  of  his  party,  who  then  came  to  an 
open  rupture  with  the  demi-Arians.  The  credit  which 
^Etius  had  with  the  Emperor,  who  prefer. ted  him  with  an 
eftate  in  the  ifland  of  Lefbos,  no  doubt  inlpircd  the  Ano- 
means,  or  pure  Arians,  with  the  boldnefs  to  complete  their 
fchifon.  It  does  not  appear  that  j£tius,  thn-gh  a  bifhop, 
was  ever  fixed  to  any  fee.  LA  BLETERIE. 

t  See  note  f  on  Epiftle  XX.  p.  42. 

Epiaie 
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Epiftle  XXXII.     To  the  Sophift  LUCIAN. 

T  WRITE,  that  I  may  be  entitled  to  an  anfwer. 
•*•  If  I  offend  you  by  the  frequency  of  my  letters, 
give  me,  I  intreat  you,  the  fame  offence  *. 


Epiftle  XXXIII.     To  DOSITHEUS  f. 

I  COULD  fcarce  refrain  from  tears,  and  with 
reafon,  when  I  heard  your  name  mentioned, 
recollecting  your  J  beloved,  noble,  and  in  every 
refpedt  excellent  father;  whom  if  you  imitate, 
you  will  lie  happy,  and,  like  him,  render  your  life 
honourable ;  but  if  you  are  indolent,  you  will 
grieve  me,  and  difgrace  yourfelf,  for  being  ufelefs 
to  the  world. 

*  The  length  of  this  letter  could  not  offend.  Many 
fcraps,  equally  infignificant,  from  Pope,  were  treafured 
up  by  his  friend  Richardlbn.  But,  le  jeu  ne  vaut  pas  la 
cbaruiflle. 

f  Dofitheus  is  mentioned  by  Libanius,  in  his  cxxxift 
Epiftle,  and  a  fhort  Epiille  to  him  from  that  fophift  is  pre- 
lerved  (in  Latin)  by  Zambicari. 

j  In  the  printed  editions  it  is  ru«r,  a  mifnke  furely  for 
vt*u».  Julian  could  fcarce  remember  his  own  fV.her. 


Fpiftle 
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Epiftle  XXXIV.     To  the  Philofopher 
JAMBLICHUS*. 

T  T  was  fufficient  for  UlylTes  to  fay  to  his  fon,  in 
•*•  order  to  check  his  high  opinion  of  him, 
No  God  am  I ;  for  heaven  reierve  that  name  -f-. 
But  I  cannot  think  myfclf  a  man,  as  the  faying  is, 
•while  I  am  abfent  from  Jamblichus.     I  will  allow 
myfelf,    however,   to  be  your  admirer,  like  that 
father  of  Telemachus,  and  though   fome  perhaps 
may  think  it  unbecoming,  that  fhall  not  prevent 
my  loving  you.     For  I  know  that  many  who  have 

*  This  Jamblichus  muft  not  be  confounded  with  ano- 
ther of  the  fame  name,  who  was  more  ancient  (fee  p.  70. 
notef.)  This  was  the  difciple  of  Edefius.  Julian  has  addrefied 
fix  Epiftles  to  him,  [xxxiv,  XL,  XLI,  mr,  LX,  LXI.] 
which  I  have  not  tranflated.  To  thefe  Epiftles  in  par- 
ticular may  be  applied  what  M.  Fleury  fays,  in  general,  of 
thofe  which  are  addielTed  to  the  fophifts,  Elks  font  plcltics 
aes  lovanges  outntes,  et  cCun  emprejftynent  qui  marque  plus  de  le- 
gerct'e  que  cTaff'cfii'jn.  LA  BLETREIE. 

Mr.  Dodwell  (Exerc.  dc  Pytbag.  atatc]  fufpedts  the  au- 
thenticity of  thefe  Epiftles,  "  becauie  they  treat  on  very 
**  trifling  fubjefts,  more  worthy  of  a  fophift  than  a  prince, 
*'  and  mew  a  greater  attention  to  ftyle  than  becomes  even 
"  a  plulofopher."  As  to  his  argument  drawn  from  a  mff- 
take  in  chronology,  in  regard  to  Sopnter,  that  may  eafily 
be  obviated  by  foppofing  there  were  alfo  two  of  that  name, 
as  Julian  feems  to  intimate  See  note  -J-.  on  Ep.  xxvii. 
p.  70.  Libanius  has  addrefied  feven  Epiftles  to  this 
younger  Jamblichus,  of  which  one  is  preiervtd  by  Fabri- 
cius,  Bibliotheca  Grarca,  vol.  IV.  p.  384. 
t  Odyil.  xvi.  187.  Brcome,  222. 

admired 


EPISTLES   OF   JULIAN.  Si 

admired  fine  ftatues,  far  from  detracting  from  the 
praife  of  the  artift,  have  by  their  pafiion  for  them 
added  frefh  honour  to  the  work.  As  to  your 
humoroufly  ranking  me  among  the  ancient  fages, 
that  I  am  far  diftant  from  them  is  as  certain  as  that 
you  are  one  of  them.  But  you  unite  not  only- 
Pindar,  and  Democrhus,  and  the  moft  ancient 
Orpheus,  but  almoft  all  the  Greeks,  who  are  faid 
to  have  gained  the  furnuiit  of  philofophy,  as  the 
various  notes  of  vocal  and  inftrumental  mufic 
combine  in  a  perfc£l  concert.  And  as  Argus,  who 
guarded  lo,  is  defcribed  by  the  poets  as  furrounded 
with  eyes,  fo  yon,  the  genuine  guardian  of  virtue, 
are  enlightened  by  eloquence  with  the  pure  eyes 
of  learning.  It  is  faid,  that  Proteus,  the  Egyptian, 
affumed  various  forms,  fearing  left  he  fhould  in- 
advertently appear  wife  to  thofe  who  queftioned 
him  *.  But  as  Proteus  was  really  wife,  and,  as 
Homer  fays,  had  much  knowledge,  I  praife  him 
for  his  knowledge ;  but  I  do  not  admire  his 
virtue,  as  he  afted  not  like  a  benevolent  being1, 
but  an  impoftor,  in  concealing  himfelf  to  avoid 
being  ufeful  to  mankind.  But  who,  my  noble 
friend,  does  not  admire  you,  not  only  for  equal- 
ling Proteus  in  wifdom,  but  alfo  for  never  in- 
vidioufly  withholding  from  any  one  that  virtue 
and  perfect  knowledge,  which  you  poflefs,  of  all 
things  excellent  ?  Thus,  like  the  fplendid  fun,  the 
radiance  of  your  wifdom  enlightens  all,  both  by 

*  See  Virg.  Georg.  IV.  and  Ovid.  Mstam.  XI. 
VOL.  II.  G  inftrufting 
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inftrucling  the  prefent,  and  by  your  writings,  as 
far  as  poffible,  improving  the  abfent.  In  this  you 
excell  even  the  illuftrious  Orpheus,  fince  he  wafted 
his  mufic  in  the  folace  of  brutes,  but  you,  as  if 
born  for  the  good  of  mankind,  imitate  the  hand 
of  TEfculapius,  and  every  where  diffufe  your  elo- 
quent and  falutary  precepts.  So  that  Homer,  I 
think,  if  he  were  to  return  to  life,  might  with 
much  more  reafon  apply  that  line  to  you, 

—  One  ftill  living  traverfes  the  world  *. 
For  to  thofe  who  are  of  ancient  (tamp,  to  us  in 
particular,  a  certain  facred  fpark,  as  it  were,  of 
true  and  fertile  learning  is  by  you  alone  rekindled 
and  revived.  And,  O  Jupiter  the  Preferver,  and 
eloquent  Mercury,  grant,  in  return,  that,  for  the 
general  good  of  mankind,  the  life  of  the  excel- 
lent Jamblichus  may  be  prolonged  to  the  utmoft 
extent!  If  for  Homer,  Plato  f,  and  all  that  are 
worthy  of  their  fociety,  juft  vows  were  of  old  fuc- 

•*  Homer.  Ody(T.  iv.  198.  Proteus  fpeaking  of  Ulyfles 
to  Menelaus, 

El{  £'  fit    7TB  £ao;    Kule^VKtlaH    £Vfj>   TTOvVl, 

Othcrvvife,   ivpii  x.oapu. 

Not  fo  well.  For  the  word  XOO-/AO;  does  not  occur  in  Homer 
in  that  fenfe.  CLARKE. 

This  various  reading  may  perhaps  reft  on  no  better 
foundation  than  the  above  paffage  of  Julian,  in  which  his 
infertion  of  wo-pa  may  be  accidental,  by  his  quoting  (as 
ufual)  from  memory,  or  intentional,  as  better  fuiting  his 
purpofe. 

f  The  Latin  tranflator  has  added  "  Socrates,"  but  with- 
out any  aiuhority  from  the  original ;  and  indeed  Julian 
v\ould  hardly  have  mentioned  him  on  this  occalion,  as  his 
li!e,  though  in  an  advanced  age,  was  Ihortened  by  violence, 
and  the  prayers  of  the  virtuous  were  therefore  in  that  re- 
ijxft  unfucctfsful. 

3  cefsfully 
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cefsfully  offered,  and  their  lives  were  thus  pro- 
longed, why  Ihonld  not  a  contemporary  of  ours, 
their  equal  both  in  virtue  and  eloquence,  be  tranf- 
raitred  by  fimilar  vows  to  the  extre.r.eft  old  age, 
and  endowed  with  every  blefling? 


Epiftle  XXXV.     For  the  ARGIVES  *. 

IN  favour  of  the  city  of  the  Argives  ranch  may 
be  faid  by  any  one  who  would  celebrate  their 
actions   ancient  and  modern.     Of   the  glory  ac- 
quired at  Troy  they  are  juftly    entitled  to   the 
greateft   (hare  f,  as  are  the  Lacedasir.onians   and 

Athe- 

*  The  Argives  biing  opprefled  by  the  Corinthian?,  and 
fubjefted  to  new  exactions.,'  contrary  to  law,  Julian  recom- 
mends them,  as  I  imagine,  to  the  Pro-coniul,  faying  it 
was  unjuft  that  a  city,  fo  flourifhing  of  old,  and,  on  ac- 
count of  the  expence  of  the  lac  red  games,  exempted  from 
taxes,  fnould  pay  a  tribute  to  Corinth  towards  the  amphi- 
theatral  fports.  Corinth  was  made  a  Roman  colony  by 
Auguftus,  who,  at  the  defne  of  Julius  Crelar,  raifed  that 
city  from  ruins.  Under  this  title  (he  claimed  authority 
over  feveral  cities  that  were  not  colonies.  That  this  was 
not  an  edict  of  the  Emperor,  but  a  petition  of  Julian,  then 
a  private  man,  appears  by  an  observation  made  in  a  inb- 
fequent  note.  PETAU. 

This  Epiftle,  which  illiterates  the  declining  flate  of 
Greece,  is  omitted  by  the  Abbe  de  la  Bletene. 

The  eloquence  of  Julian  was  interpofcd,  moft  probably 
with  fuccefs,  in  behalf  of  a  city  which  had  been  the  royal 
feat  of  Agamemnon,  and  had  giv-r-n  to  Macedonia  a  race 
of  kings  and  conquerors.  GIB  BOX. 

f   It  feems  ftrange   that  he  fhould  afcribe  the  greateft 

fliare  in  the  Trojan  war  to  the  Argives,  in  the  fame  manner 

as  he  does  afterwards  to  the  Lacedemonians  and  Athenians. 

G  2  For 
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Athenians  afterwards.  For  though  both  thofe 
wars  were  waged  by  all  Greece,  of  praife,  as  welt 
as  of  cares  and  labours,  the  generals  may  claim  a 
large  proportion.  But  thefe  are  of  ancient  date. 
After  the  return  of  the  Heraclidce,  the  birth-right 
taken  from  the  eldeft  *,  the  colony  fent  from  thence 
into  Macedonia,  and  the  ccftftant  prefervation  of  the 
city,  free  and  independent,  from  tjie  neighbouring 
Lacedemonians,  were  proofs  of  no  moderate  or 

For  they  attempted  nothing  afterwards  againft  the  Tro- 
jans ;  but  by  the  appellation  of  "  Trojan"  he  means  fome 
other  expeditions  which  were  undertaken  by  the  Greeks 
againii  the  Verfians,  as  if  T^vma  were  the  fame  as  Bfc^&egix*. 

PETAU. 

Agamemnon,  the  "  king  of  men,''  was  king  of  Argos 
(in  Achaia),  as  well  as  of  Mycena?,  but  is  not  ib  flyled  by 
Homer  in  his  catalogue  of  the  (hips,  the  troops  of  Argos 
being  there  fubdtvided  from  thofe  of  Myceiia:,  and  led  by 
Diomed,  adting  as  their  general  under  Agamemnon.  "  Di- 
"  omed"  (as  Mr.  Wodhull  obferves,  in  his  notes  on  th« 
Ore  lies  of  Euripides),  "though  he  derived  his  title  of 
*k  king  from  ^Etolia,  never  p ofTeiTed  that  throne,  but  re- 
"  faded  chiefly  at  Argos  (about  fix  miles  only  from  My- 
4t  ccnae),  till  he  fettled  in  Italy.  Euripide?,  it  has  been 
**  obletved,  perpetually  confounds  thole  two  cities," 

*  Tcmenus.  The  origin  of  the  Macedonian  kingdom 
was  derived  from  the  Argives  by  Caranus  (their  firft  king), 
brother  to  Phidon,  king  of  the  Argives.  On  which  ac- 
count, he  fays,  the  anceftors  of  Philip  and  Alexander 
fprung  from  Argos.  PETAU* 

This  pedigree  from  Temenus  and  Hercules  may  be  fuf- 
picious,  yet  it  was  allowed,  after  a  ftrhft  enquiry,  by  the 
judges  of  the  Olympic  games  (Herod.  /.  v.  c.  22.)  at  a 
time  when  the  Macedonian  kings  were  obfcure  and  un- 
popular in  Greece.  When  the  Achaian  leagxie  was  declared 
againft  Philip,  it  was  thought  decent  that  the  deputies  of 
Argos  ihould  retire.  GIB  CON. 

commoa 
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common  fortitude.  Actions  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the 
JVlaccdpnians  a  gain  ft  the  Perfians  may  alfo  be  af- 
crjbed  to  rhis  city;  as  this  was  the  country  of  the 
Jatter  ance.ftors  of  Philip  and  Alexander.  In  later 
times  it-obeyed  the  Romans,  not  as  a  valfal,  but 
father  a?  an  ?lly  ;  and,  .1  think,  partook  with  the 
relt  of  the  frecdcai  and  other  privileges  which  the 
Emperors  have  always  indulged  to  the  cities  of 
Greece.  But  now  the  Corinthians  *,  prone  to  op- 
pre/lion,  cpmpell  that  city,  which  is  apncxed  t<? 
theirs  (for  thus  it  fhpuld  properly  be  exprefied) 
by  the  reigning  city  f,  to  be  tributary  to  them ; 
and  this,  innovation,  it  is  faid,  they  have  np\y 

- 

*  Argos,  he  fays,  was  made  tributary  to  Corinth  by 
'the  authority  of  the'  reigning  city,  becaufe  when  the 
Achabns  were  iubdued  bv  Mur/mmis,  ;md  Corinth  de- 
ftroyed,  all  Greece,  being  afleiTed  under  the  name  of 
Achiia,  received  a  magiftrate  from  the  Romans,  who, 
inidtr  the  Emperors,  was  ftyled  a  Pro-conlul,  and  refided 
at  Corinth,  which  was  therefore  the  metropolis  of  Achaia, 
nay  of  Pcloponnefus,  and  conlequently  of  all  Greece.  See 
faufanias,  ///  Acbalcls,  p.  222.  and  Plinv,  Ep.  ult.  I.  vm. 
Seven  years 'befove  Julian  wrote  this  Epiitle,  the  Corin- 
thians had  begun  to  exact  a  tribute  from  the  Argives  to- 
wards their  wild  beafts  and  hunting-matches.  PETAU. 

t  Rome.  Julian  gives  her  the  fame  i»^:llation  in  his 
lit  Oration,  p.  ^.  Eunapius,  who  flouriflieu  alter  the  death 
of  Julian,  ilyles  her  n  $v.yfcv*xaa.  PUJJ.V,  in  his  Prohaerefuis. 
Tliemiftius,  though  he  was  ambaflador  from  Conftanti- 
noplc  to  Conftantius  at  Rome,  in  his  lid  Oration,  p.  41. 
ftvles  the  one  "  the  queen  of  cities,"  and  the  other  "  the 
"  fecond."  For  the  fame  reafon,  Rome  is  reprelented  on 
ancient  coins,  and  thofe  ftrutk  even  under  Conftantine  or 
his  fons,  as  a  woman  fitting,  and  holding  a  globe  in  her 
y.'ght  hand. 

G 
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pra&ifed  for  feven  years,  not  coniidering  that 
Delphi  and  Elis  are  by  agreer  ent  exempted  from 
tribute  on  account  of  their  * celebrating  the  facrcd 
games.  For  fmce  there  are,' as  is  well  known,  foux 
great  and  moil:  illr'lnous  games  ia  Greece,  the 
Eleans  furnifh  and  direct  the  Olympic,  the  Del- 
phians  the  Pythian,  the  Corinthians  the  Ifihmian, 
and  the  Argivcs  the  Nemean.  Why  then  mould 
thofe  retain  the  exemptions  formerly  granted,  and 
thefe,  who,  on  account  of  the  like ;expences,  were 
formerly  exempted,  or  perhaps  not  taxed  originally, 
now  be  deprived  of  a  privilege  with  which  they 
were  once  honoured  ?::Befides,  Elis  and  Delphi  *, 
for  thofe  highly' celebrated  games  every  fifth  year, 
are  ufed  to  contribute  only  once ;  but  at  Argos 
there  are  two  Nemean,  as  there  are  two  Ifth'rni.an  at 
Corinth.  And  .at  this.  lime  aifo  .two- -other  games 

*  The  Olympic  and  Pythian  gimes  were  celebrated  once 
in  five  years  ;  the  Nemean  and  [fllimian  t'.vico.  For  the 
Nemean  were  kept  at  the  beginning  of  the  firft,  and,  in 
like  manner,  at  the  cloie  of  the  third  year  ;  the  one  being 
in  whiter,  and  the  other  in  iunv.ner.  Be!ic!..-s  the  two 
Xemean,  the  Herean  alib  were  defrayed  by  the  Argives. 
"Fourfotemnities  therefore,  in  the  wlioie,  were  exhibited  by 
them,  on  which  account  they  ought  juftly  to  have  been 
exempted  fn  n-j  tribute. '  PETAU, 

The  firit  irntitutor  of  the  Olympic  games  is  unknown, 
though  it  is  generally  fuppofed  to  have  been  Pel  op.-;.  They 
were  ccnf^crated  to  Jupiter,  and  .nned  in  the 

;;c;ghboiiihood  of  Olympia,  in  the  dif-.ri^  of  Pifa.  The 
Pythian  were  celebrated  at  Delphi  in  honour  of  Apollo ; 
the  Nemean  at  Nemea,  in  Peloponnefus,  in  honour  of 
Hercules  ;  and  the  Ifthmian'in  the  Ifthmus  of  Corinth,  \i\ 
honour  of  Xepuine. 

are 
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are  added  to  thofe  at  Argos,  fo  that  there  are  four 
games  in  four  years.  Is  it  proper  then  that  thofe 
who  exhibit  them  only  once  fhould  be  exempted, 
2nd  that  thefe  who  exhibit  them  four  times  at 
home  fhould  be  obliged  to  contribute  to  others, 
efpecially  as  they  are  not  ancient  nor  accuftomed 
in  Greece  ?  For  the  Corinthians  do  not  require 
thefe  large  fums  for  the  fup port  of  gymnafiic  or 
mufical  performances ;  but  for  hunting-matches, 
which  they  often  exhibit  in  the  theatres,  purchafing, 
for  that  purpofe,  bears  and  panthers;  an  expence 
which  they  eafily  defray  by  means  of  their  wealth 
and  large  revenues ;  and  as  many  others  contribute 
alfo  towards  it,  they  reap  the  advantage  of  their 
own  inftitution.  But  do  not  the  Argives,  who  are 
extremely  indigent,  by  thus  being  made  to  con- 
tribute to  a  foreign  entertainment  in  another  coun- 
try, fuffer  unjuftly  and  illegally,  and  in  a  manner 
unfuitable  to  the  ancient  power  and  glory  of  their 
city  ?  And  as  they  are  neighbours,  they  ought  on 
that  account  to  be  more  efleemed,  if  that  faying 
be  true, 

"  Bad  muft  be  your  neighbours, 

"  If  an  ox  perifti  *." 

But 

*  Ow^'  «»  /3tf£  awoXoilo,   £i  p.v\  hot  y.a.y.ty,v  yetlovuv* 

Taken  from  one  of  the  moral  maxims  of  Ilefiod, 

OwJ  «v  @u<;  aTroXoiT,   EI  ju»]  yetluv  xaxo;  ««. 

Works  and  Days,  ver.  346. 

A  correfponding  Latin  proverb  occurs  in  Plautus  : 
—  Ver  urn  illud  verbum  ejje  cxperlor  vefus, 
Ali<iuid mall  effe propter  •vicimtm  malm* 

Mercator,  Aft.  IV.  Sc.  4.  31, 
Juvenal 
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But  the  Argives  do  not  bring  this  charge  H 
the  Corinthians  through  their  folidtude  f  r  one 
ox  only,  but  for  many  and  great  cxpences  with 
which  they  are  unjuftiy  burthened.  The  Corin- 
thians might  alfo  be  afked,  whether  they  would 
choofe  to  adhere  to  the  ancient  laws  of  Greece,  or 
adopt  thofe  which  they  have  fmce  received  from 
the  reigning  city  ?  For  if  they  approve  the  ma- 
jefty  of  the  ancient  laws,  the  Argives  are  no  more 
bound  to  pay  tribute  to  the  Corinthians,  than  the 
Corinthians  are  to  pay  it  to  the  Argives.  But  if  the 
Corinthians  adopt  the  modern  In.ws,  and,  btcaufe 
they  are  made  a  Roman  colony^  contend  that  they 

,         Juvenal,  in  his  xvith  Satire,  ver.  36.  exprelFes  his  appre- 
henfion  of  fimilar  dangers  from  bad  neighbours  ; 

••••—»—•  Coii'vallcm  ruris  aviti 

Jiitpnbus,  aut  campum  mlhi  Ji  <vlcinus  fideinitt 

£>t  facrum  ejjodit  media  de  limite  faxum. 

If  any  rogue  vexatious  fuits  advance 

Againft  m£for  my  known  inheritance, 
'  Enter  by  violence  my  fruitful  grounds, 

Or  take  my  facred  land-mark  from    my  bounds. 

DRYDEN. 

Many  other  parallel  paffages  might  be  adduced  both 
from  the  Latin  and  Greek  writers. 

I  am  indebted  for  this  note  to  a  writer  in  the  Gentleman's 
Magazine  for  1783,  p.  215. 

Similar  humanity  to  animals  and  good  neighbourhood 
are  inculcated  in  the  Levitical  law.  Thou  Jhah  not  fee  thy 
brother's  ox  or  hit  ftecp  go  aftray,  and  hide  thy  f  elf  from  them  : 
thou  fialt  in  any  cafe  bring  them  again  unto  thy  brother.  Thou 
Jhah  not  fee  thy  bratbcr's  afs  or  his  ox  fall  dowi  ly  the  ivayt 
and  hide  tbyf elf  from  than :  thou  Jhalt  purely  help  him  to  lift 
them  vp  again,  Deut,  xxxi.  i}  4.  Sec. 

have 
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have  the  dominion  over  Argos,  we  will  humbly 
intreat  them  not  to  be  more  afiuining  than  their 
fathers,  nor  to  new  model,  or  fubven,  to  the  do 
trmeat  of  their  neighbours,  thofe  cuftoms  wliich 
the^r  anccftors  with  found  judgement  obferved, 
relying  on  the  decree  which  they  lately  obtained, 
and  meanly  taking,  advantage  of  the  ignorance  of 
the  advocatCAvho  pleaded  for  the  Argivcs  *.  For 
if  this  eaufe  had  been  removed  out  of  Greece, 
the  Corinthians  would  have  had  much  lefs  in- 
fluence, and  us  merits,  difcuffed  by  many  fkilful. 
advocates,  wo-jld  have  been  more  apparent;  on> 
which  account  it  is  probable,  that  the  judge, 
abafhed  by  the  eftablidied  dignity  of  Argos,  would 
have  made  a  j.ult  decree.  Concerning  the  rights  of 
the  city,  if  you  will  only  hear  the  orators,  and 
they  may  be  allowed  to  fpeak,  you  lhaj.1  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  caufe  from  the  beginning,  and, 
from  their  arguments  may  form  a  judgement 
of  the  whole.  On  what  is  faid,  that  we  ought 
not  to  credit  thofe  who  are  fent  hither  as  peti- 
tioners f,  it  may  now  be  proper  to  add  a^few  words. 

*  In  the  reign  of  Confhmtius  this  difpnte  between  the 
Corinthians  and  Argives  had  been  litigated,  and  the  latter 
loft  their  caulc  through  the  inexperience  of  their  advocate 
in  law-affairs.  PETAU. 

f  It  appears  from  this  paflage  that  Julian,  then  a  pri- 
vate man,  had  been  requeued  by  the  Argives  to  ufe  his 
intereft  with  the  pro-confulof  Achaia  in  their  behalf:  other- 
\vife  he  would  have  commanded  with  authority,  in  (lead  of 
prefenting  n  petition  ;  as  he  himfelf  would  have  put  an 
CKC!  to  the  difpute.  '  Ibid. 

It 
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If   there  are    any    philofophers    in    thefe   times, 
Diogenes  and  Lamprias  are  fuch.     They  decline 
the  legiflative  and  lucrative  offices  of  the  ftate  ; 
but  if  their   country  wants  their  afliftance,  they 
ferve  her  to   the  utrnoft  of  their  abilities ;  when 
the  city  is  in  any  emergency,  they  plead  caufes, 
aflift  in  the  government,  engage  in  embaffies,   and 
liberally  expend  their  money,  thus  confuting  by 
their  conduct' the  fcandalous  afperfions  on  pbilo- 
faphy,    and  difproving   that  vulgar  notion,    that 
thofe  who  ftudy  philofophy,  are  ufelefs  to  their 
country.     For  their  country  employs  them  in  thofe 
functions,  and  they  endeavour  to  defend  the  caufe' 
of  juftice  by  our  afliftance;  but  we  employ  yours. 
All  that  remains  for  the  defence  and  fafety  of 
the  op'prefled  is  the  appointment  of  a  judge  both 
willing  and  able  to  make  a  juft  decree.     If  cither 
of  thefe  be  wanting,  if  he  be  either  mifiaken  or 
unfaithful,   juftice  mult  abiblutely  perifli.      But 
though  we  fhould  have  a  judge  agreeable  to  our 
wifties,  we  have  not  the  liberty  of  fpeaking  *,  as 
\ve  have  not  appealed;    this,   they  requeft,  may 
firft  be  allowed  them,  and  that   the  indolence  of 
him  who  then  pleaded  for  the  city,  and  managed 
her  caufe,  may  not  entail  fuch  a  burthen  on  pof- 
terity.  Nor  can  there  be  any  impropriety  in  grant- 
ing a  new  trial.  It  is  fometimes  expedient  to  forego 

*  The  advocate  of  theArgives,  when  he  loft  the  former 
caufe,  ncledled  to  appeal ;  therefore  the  city  could  not 
bring  a  new  action,  nor  demand  another  trial.  PETAU. 

fome 
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fome  prefect  advantages  and  opportunities,  for  the 
fake  of  future  fecurjty.  And  -as  life  is  (hort,  they 
wifh  to  pafs  that  fhort  fpace  with  tranquillity.  But 
that  the  caufe  ffoou'Id  fink  before  the  judgerfcent- 
feat,  and  be  tranfmitted  to  poilerity  undetermined* 
is  dreadful  5  fo  that,  the  hazard  being  fo  great, 
it  keuib  better  to  accept  half  the  advantage,  than, 
by  oo-nter-^irig,  to  life  the  whole.  'But  thofe  irn- 
mor.tui  cities,  unleis  a  juft  decree  be  made,  and 
their  .miiLi-al  pnimolities  termiriated',  muft  necef- 
fariiy  be  at  perpetual  variance.  'For  enmity  gains 
ftreflgih  by  time. 

li'.avc  -«rdM    *,   ns    the   orators   espfefs   them- 
felves.     May  jufl-ice  tlircL0!  ycnr  determinate 


y«c,  analogous  to  /)/*/,  in  Latin. 


Epiflle 
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Epiftle  XXXVI.     To  PORPHYRY  *r 

A,  D.   rm  -  j-j £  library  of  George  was   large  and  co- 
'  JL     pious  f.   It  was  (locked  with  books  of  phi- 
lofophy  of  all  kinds,  and  with  many  of  >hiftory  ; 
on  other  fubjects  not  a  few ;   and   with   various 
writings   of  the   Galileans.      Examine'  therefore 
carefully  the  whole,  and-  fend  it  to  Antioch.    Be 
allured,  that,  unlefs   you   make  a    diligent   fcru- 
tiny,  you  lhall  be  feverely  fined  ;  an,d  as  to.  thofe 
who  are  in  the  lead  fufpe&ed  of  having  fecrated 
(       any  of  thefe  books,  if  you  cannot  induce  t^iem,  by 
all  kintfs  of  arguments,  and  adjurations*--  and  ia 
particular  by  putting  their  flaves  to  the  torture, 
let  them  be  compelled  by  force  to  reflore  them  all  J. 

*  Treafurer-general  of  JEgypt.  Lihanius  mentions  him 
in  one  of  his  Epiftles  as  an  excellent  friend;  and  fays,  that 
he  was  caluminated  and  opprefled  by  two  ./Egyptians,. 
a  race  "  more  favage  than  all  the  wild  beafls  of  Libya." 

f  See  Epiftles  IX.  and  X. 

\  This  is  by  no  means  an  inftance  of  cruelty  in  Julian .. 
A  coniiderable  robbery  had  been  committed,  and  of  pro- 
perty much  more  valuable  than  it  is  at  prefent.  The  Ro- 
mans, on  the  flighted  fufpicions,  put  their  flaves  to  the 
torture.  '  LA  BLETERIE* 


Ep.iflk 
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Epiflie  XXXVII.     To  AMERIUS  * 

\7"OUR  letter,  in  which  you  mention  the 
-^  death  of  your  wife,  anJ  cxprefs  your  extreme 
affli&ion,  filled  my  eyes  with  tears.  Painful  wauld 
it  have  been  to  hear  that  any  wife,  young,  chaftej 
and  engaging,  and  alfo  an'  excellent  mother,  was 
^prematurely  fnatchecl  away  ;  but  that  you  have 
fuftained  fuch  a  lofs  gives  me  peculiar  concerjii 
For,  of  all  my  friends,  Amerius  lead  ucferved  fuch 
a  calamity;  a  man  whofe  underftanding  is  fuperior 
to  moft,  a  man  whom  I  highly  efteem. 

If  I  were  writing  on  this  fubjeft  to  any  other 
perfon,  I  fhould  be  more  prolix  in  telling  him  that 
fuch  is  the  lot  of  human  nature,  that  fubmifliozl 

*  I  know  not  that  this  man  of  letters,  apparently  a  fophift 
and  a  Pagan,  is  elfewhere  mentioned.  Otie  M^>.  ilyles  hiia 
"  Himerius."  We  are  acquainted  with-  a  celebrated  pro- 
feflbr  of  that  name,  the  rival,  and  the  colleguc  of  Pro- 
hxrefius,  and  who,  like  him,  taught  eloquence  at  Athens 
when  Julian  was  there,  Himerius  lefr  fome  diicourfes,  of 
which  there  ate  Ibme  extracts  in  the  Bihiiotheca  of  Pliotius. 
It  might  be  iuppofed  that  this  Epiftle  \vas  addrefTed  to 
him,  it'  the  MS  did  not  ftyle  him  "  Priefeft  of  yEgypt." 

In  the  reign  of  Julian  that  province  was  governed  by 
Ecdicius ;  and  this  Epiule  is  certainly  written  to  one  who 
was  a  teacher :  but  it  might  not  be  impoffible  for  the  titl« 
of  Prefect  to  be  here  no  more  than  an  honorary  title.  In 
thofe.  times  honorary  titles  of  the  greateft  employments 
were  fometimes  given  to  men  of  letters.  I  would  not  ven- 
ture, however,  to  aliert,  they  had  that  of  governor  of  any- 
particular  province*  LA  BL£TKF.!£. 

IS 
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is  neceflary,  that  the  mod  poignant  grief  admits  of 
confolation  *,  and,  in  fhort,  fhould  ufe,  as  to  a 
novice,  all  the  arguments  that  are  likely  to  alle- 
viate affliction.  But  as  I  am  afhamed  of  employ- 
ing to  one  who  inftrufts  others  thofe  arguments 
which  are  ufed  to  teach  and  improve  the  ignorant, 
waving  every  thing  eife,  I  will  relate  to  you  a 
fable,  or  rather  a  true  (lory,  of  a  certain  wife  man, 
not  new  perhaps  to  you,  but  probably  unknown 
to  many,  whofe  only  medicine,  mirth,  you  will 
find  as  effectual  a  remedy  for  forrow  as  that  cup  f 
which  the  fair  Lacedaemonian  is  fuppofed,  on  a 
fimilar  occafion,  to  have  given  to  Teleniachus. 

It  is  reported,  that  Democritus  J  of  Abdera, 
finding  nothing  that  he  faid  could  confole  Darius 

for 

*  Thus  the  three  remedies  which  Pliny  prescribes  are, 
"  Length  of  cime,  the  neceffity  of  fubmiffion,  and  fatiety 
"  of  grief." 

f  In  the  IVth  book  of  the  Odyfley,  ver.  220,  &c.  when 
Menelaus  gives  an  entertainment  to  Telemachus,  Helen 
puts  into  the  wine  a  drug  which  had  the  virtue  to  induce 
an  oblivion  of  the  moft  cruel  anxieties.  LA  BLET£-RIE. 

Julian  refers  to  the  fame  pafiage  in  his  Coniolatory  Ora- 
tion, Vol.  I.  p.  32,  where  it  is  quoted  in  the  notes. 

J  Demonax  comforted  Herod  the  philofopher  under 
affliction  by  a  fimilar  fable,  as  Lucian  relates  in  his  life* 

PETAU. 

This  ftory  is  no  where  found.  Though  Demccritus  had 
travelled  into  Perfia,  and  was  acquainted  with  the  fecrets 
of  magiim,  his  rtifcourfe  with  Darius  has  all  the  appear- 
ance of  being  only  a  philofophical  novel.  At  the  time  of 
the  death  of  Darius,  the  ion  of  Hyftafpes,  Democritus 
was,  at  moll,  28  years  old  j  perhaps  he  was  no  more  than 
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for  the  lofs  of  a  beautiful  wife,  promifed  to  re- 
flore  her  to  life,  it  the  king  would  fupply  him 
with  all  things  neceflary  for  the  purpofe.  Darius 
ordered  him  to  fpare  no  expence,  but  to  take  what- 
ever was  requifne  to  perform  his  promife.  Soon 
after,  Democritus  told  him,  that  ei  every  thing  was 
<f  ready  for  the  completion  of  the  work,  one  only 
"  excepted,  which  he  knew  not  how  to  procure ; 
"  but  that  Darius,  as  he  was  king  of  all  Afia, 
"  would  perhaps  find  no  difficulty  in  providing 
"  it."  On  his  aiking  what  this  important  matter 
was,  Democritus  is  faid  to  have  replied,  "  If  you 
"  will  infcribe  on  the  tomb  of  your  wife  the  names 
"  of  three  who  have  never  known  affliction,  (he 
"  fhall  immediately  return  to  life,  this  ceremony 
"  being  irrefiflible  *."  Darius  hefitating,  and  not 
being  able  to  recolleft  any  one  who  had  not  ex- 
perienced fome  forrow,  Democritus  laughed,  as 
ufual,  and  faid  to  him,  "  And  are  not  you,  the  ab- 
"  furdeft  of  men,  afhamed  ftill  to  lament,  as  if 

23,  or  even  nine.  This  philofopher  v/as  on  his  return  to 
Greece,  when  Darius  11.  furnamed  Xothus,  afcended  the 
throne,  in  the  year  before  Chrift,  423.  LA  BLETERIE. 
"-See  Vol.  I.  p.  21.  note  f. 

*  It  is  in  the  Greek  Et/9«t  »v!r,v  eoa£umaOeu  TU  7>jj  rsXiv'/r; 
>ojxw  ^3-w~afx.fvn>,  \vhich  Martinius  has  tranflated  thus  :  Illant 
al>  infer  is  ejje  rcdituram  ;  fore  enim  ut  ejus  mortis  coiifuetuaine 
erubcfieret.  I  think  that  it  may  be  reftored  by  leaving  out  a 
(ingle  letter.  Inftead  of  T»J,-  TsAfJtaj,  we  fliould  read  rn,- 
TiAi1>K,  and  tranflute  it,y»;v  uijtatlm  revivifceret ^  ejus  ceremo- 
•ni<?  rifu  exorata.  The  word  ibffwetMf^JH  fignifies  not  only 
"  to  blufli,  to  be  alhair.ed,"  but  alfo,  *«  to  fuffer  onelelf 
*'  to  be  periuadcd,  to  be  moved."  Ibid. 

"  you 
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"  you  alone  were  involved  in  fuch  diitrefs,  wbeil 
<c  you  cannot  find  one  that  ever  lived  exempt  from 
"  fome  domeftic  misfortune  ?" 

That  Darius,  an  illiterate  Barbarian,  a  flave 
both  to  joy  and  grief,  fhould  be  told  this,  was 
highly  proper  ;  but  you,  a  Greek,  who  cultivate 
true  literature,  fhould  learn  from  yourfelf  to  govern 
your  pafiions.  For  it  is  fhameful  that  reafon  mould 
not  anticipate  the  certain  effects  of  time  *. 


Epiftle  XXXVIII.     To  the  Philofopher 
MAXIMUS  f« 


A.  D.  T\  ^  Y  ideas  crowd  fo  faft  upon  me,  that  they 
-***-*-  choak  my  utterance,  fome  hindering  the 
pafiage  of  others.  Whether  this  be  frigidity,  or 
any  thing  elfe,  you  will  determine.  But  let  me 
now  arrange  them  in  order,  and  firft  return  my 

*  If  Julian  had  read  the  Latin  authors  (and  why  fliould 
he  not  have  read,  at  leaft,  lome  of  them  ?)  1  fliould  fay- 
that  he  has  copied  this  pr.ffage  of  the  letter  of  Servius  Sul- 
picius  to  Cicero  :  Nxl/vs  dolor  cjl  quern  non  longinquitas  tent' 
forts  mlnliat  eftque  moHiat.  Hoc  te  expeftare  tempus  turpc  eft,  ac 
non  ei  rei  tua  fapientid  te  occurrerc.  LA  BLETERIE. 

\  This  EpifHe  was  written  in  Illyricnm  at  the  time 
\vhen  Julian  was  preparing  to  march  againft  Conftantius. 

ttU. 

Among  the  philofophers,  Maximus  obtamed  an  eminent 
rank  in  the  friendfhip  of  his  royal  difciple,  who  commu- 
nicnted,  with  unreferved  confidence,  his  .a6tions,  his  fen- 
timents,  and  his  religious  defigns,  during  the  anxious  fuf- 
pence  of  the  civil  war.  GIBBOK. 

See  the  firft  note  on  Epiftlc  XV.  p.  29. 

7  thanks 
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thank's  to -the  Gods,  whofe  goodnefs  ftill  allows  me 
to  write  *,  and  perhaps  will  permit  us  to  meet. 

When  I'was  firft  made  Emperor  (the  Gods  know, 
and  I,  as  far  as  pofiible,  declared  to  them,  with 
what  relii&ance),  Iwas  waging  war  againft  the 
Barbarians.  After  paffing  three  months  in  that 
fervice,  as  I  was  returning  to  Gaul,  Hooked  round, 
and  enquired  of  thole  who  came  from  -thence 
whether  any  philofopher,  any  icholar,  or  any  one 
clad  in  a  woollen  coat  or  cloak,  had  arrived  there. 
At  length  I  approached  Vefontio  f. "  This' fmall 
town,  now  rebuilt,  was  formerly  a  large  city, 
adorned  with  magnificent  temples,  and  fortified 
both  by  ftrong  walls  and 'its  natural  fituation, 
being  furrounded  by  the  river  Dubis  J,  and  ele- 
vated, as  if  in  the  fea,  on  a  high  rock,  almoft  in- 
accefiible  even  to  the  birds,  except  where  an  ifth- 
mus  joins  it  to  the  continent.  Near  this  town  I 
met  a  Cynic  philofopher,  with  his  cloak  and  ftalF. 

*  It  is  probable  that  Julian,  after  his  taking  the  title 
of  Auguftus,  wrote  feldom  to  Maximus,  for  fear  of  em- 
broiling that  philofopher,  who  dwelt  in  Ionia,  or  Greece, 
and  confequently  under  the  dominion  of  Conftantius. 

LA  BLETERIE. 

f  Now  Befancon,  the  capital  of  Franche-Comte.  Julian 
pafled  through  this  town,  which  had  fuffered  feverely  from 
the  fury  of  the  Barbarians,  after  his  fourth  expedition  be- 
yond the  Rhine,  A.  D.  360,  in  his  way  to  Vienne,  where 
he  fixed  his  .head-quarters  for  the  enfuing  winter.  See  Am- 
mianus,  xx.  10.  Of  the  citadel  of  Vefontio,  on  a  high 
mountain,  fee  Csefar,  de  bell.  Gall.  /.  i.  F.  Martinius 
translates  if.**'  JJanuoius" 

|  No'f  the  Doux. 

VOL.  H.  H  At 
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At  a  diftance  I  thought  it  was  you  *,  and  on  his 
nearer  approach  I  imagined  that  he  came  from  you. 
He  proved  to  be  alib  a  friend  of  mine,  but  not 
fuch  as  I  hoped  and  expe&ed.  He  was  ufeful  to 
me  therefore  in  one  inftance  only,  that  of  giving 
me  reafon  to  conclude  that  your  anxiety  on  my  ac- 
count had  prevented  your  leaving  Greece.  Witnefs 
Jupiter,  witnefsr  great  Sun,  witnefs  Minerva,  and 
all  ye  Gods  and  Goddefles,  how  much,  in  my  re- 
turn from  Illyricum  to  Gaul,  I  trembled  for  you ! 
And  I  enquired  of  the  Gods,  not  that  I  dared 
myfelf  (for  I  was  not  able  f  to  fee  or  hear  any 
thing  of  the  fnuation  in  which  you  then  might  be), 
but  I  entrufted  that  office  to  others.  The  Gods 
clearly  (hewed,  that  fome  troubles  would  befall 
you,  but  that  nothing  terrible  mould  enfue,  nor 
any  wicked  device  prevail. 

I  omit,  you  obferve,  many  important  events. 
You  are  chiefly  interefted  to  know  how  foon  we 
experienced  the  manifefl  afliftance  of  the  GodsAand 

*  This  clearly  (hews  that  Maximus  was  of  the  feel  of 
the  Cynics.  A  Cynic  was  as  vain  of  his  itaff  and  cloak  as 
if  he  had  been  decked  with  all  the  ornaments  of  drefs. 
But  this  Maximus  muft  be  diflinguiflied  from  another  Cynic 
of  the  fame  name,  under  the  Emperor  Theodcfius,  who  was 
of  Alexandria.  BARONIUS, 

•j-  He  means  the  danger  to  which  Maximus  was  ex- 
pofed  under  Conftantius,  and  affirms,  that  he  did  not 
venture  himfelf  to  confult  the  Gods  concerning  him,  left 
he  fliould  be  compelled  to  hear  fome  inaufpicious  tidings, 
as  was  highly  probable.  PETAU. 

After  this,  can  there  be  a  doubt  of  Julian's  belief  ia 
theurgy?  LA  BLETERIE. 

efcaped 
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efcaped  fuch  a  multitude  of  traitors,  killing  none 
and  fpoiling  none,  but  only  imprifoning  thofe  who 
were  apprehended  in  the  very  Faft  *. 

Thefe  things  perhaps  it  might  have  been  better 
to  fpeak  than  to  write.  I  am  certain,  however, 
that  they  will  give  you  pleafure.  We  worfhip  the 
Gods  publickly,  and  all  the  troops  that  are  re- 
turning with  me  profefs  the  true  religion.  We 
openly  facrifice  oxen.  We  have  made  our  grate* 
ful  acknowledgments  to  the  Gods  in  feveral  heca- 
tombs f.  They  command  me  to  reftore  their 
\vorfhip  with  the  utmoft  purity  J.  Moft  willingly 
I  obey  them.  They  promife  me  great  rewards,  if 
I  am  not  remifs.  Euagrius  §  is  arrived. 

*  Soon  after  Julian  was  proclaimed  Augufhis,  an  eunuch, 
fuborned  by  the  partisans  of  Conflancius,  attempted  to 
affaffinate  him.  Julian  pardoned  him.  We  learn  from  he  nee  > 
that  this  was  not  the  only  conspiracy  which  threatened  his 
life.  IbM. 

t  The  legions  of  Gaul  devoted  themfelves  to  the  faith, 
as  well  as  to  the  fortunes,  of  their  victorious  leader;  and, 
even  before  the  death  of  Conftantius,  he  had  the  fatii- 
fa&ion  of  announcing  ro  his  friends,  that  they  affifted,  with 
fervent  devotion,  and  voracious  appetite,  at  the  facrifices, 
which  were  repeatedly  offered  in  his  camp,  of  whole  he- 
catombs of  fat  oxen.  "  So  that  the  foldiers,"  fays  Am- 
mianus  (xxii.  12.)  "  living  grofsly  on  fat  meat,  and 
"  greedy  of  drink,  were  carried  through  the  greets  on  the 
*'  flioulders  of  paffers-by,  from  the  public- houles  .... 
"  to  their  quarters."  The  devout  prince  and  the  in- 
dignant hiftorian  delcribe  the  fame  i'cene ;  and  in  Illyricum, 
or  Antioch,  fimilar  caufea  muft  have  produced  fimilar 
effects.  GIBBON. 

%  He  had  no  doubt  ^of  his  being  raifsd  up  by  the  Goda 
to  be  the  reftorer  of  Paganifm.  LA  ^LETERIE, 

§   See  the  firft  note  on  Epiftie  XLVI, 

H  2  Epiftle 
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XXXIX.     To  the  fame. 

\TTELCOME  the  coming,  'fp-eed  the  part- 
Y*  ing  gueft  *. 

Such  is  the  law  of  the  wife  Homer.  But  GUI' 
friendship  Jsr  fuperior  to  that  of  hofpifaJity,.  being 
founded  on  learning  and  religion.  So1  that  no  one 
could  juftly  charge  me  with  tranfgreffing4hi$  law 
of  Homer,  if  I  (hould  think  proper  to  detain  you 
longer  with  me.  But  as,  I  fee,  your  diminutive 
frame  -f-  requires  more  attention,  I  allow  yon  to 
go  into  your  own  country  J,  anid  hate' provided 
for  the  convenience  of  your  journey,  -by  giving 
you  the  ufe  of  a  public  carriage.  May  J&ku- 
lapius,  arid  all  the  Gods,  'conduct  you,  ^nd  bring 
you  fafely  back  to  us  again  ! 

*  This  is  faid  by  Menelaus  (Odyff.  xv.  74.)  when  Te- 
lemachus;  after  viftting-  him  at  Lacedarmon,  was  going  to 
take  his  ieive.  LA  BLETERIE. 

Pope,  84.     He  ha*  adopted1  this  line  in  his  imitation  of 
the  idlatire  of  the  ift  beok  ot  Horace.     Thus  alib  Thc- 
ocrkus,  Idyll,  xvjr.  27.  33  traiiilated  by  Fawkes;' 
With  prDdcnthd^pitiUty they  ipend, 
And  idndly  ^gfeetingf-fp^f  the  parting  friend.    ' 

f  '£vp.eSltiS>,'farj>&JcitfyMi~-A.s    from    eu^^u^Kry.^:,    hcmuncio, 

applied  «>  Athaaaftue  in  Epiilie  LL  it  has  been  inferred, 
that  theprioiat«.iof,j¥,gypt  u>as  aiittle  man,  the  fame  con - 
clufioa  perhaps  may  be  aravs<ii  from  the  above  exp re ffion 
in  regard  to  Maxionfej  tfibugh,  in  this  inilance,  the  dimi- 
nutive isiteraonf  3fleiatioB1^od,"m1theother,  of  contempt. 
\  Epbefus.  Maximus  probably  took  this  journey  while 
the  finjpcror  was  at  Ctfa&aatiiwpie.  LA  BLETERIE. 

Epiftle 


EPlfcTLES   OF  JULIAN.  ici 


'EpiftleXL.     To  JAMBLICHUS  *. 

I  A  M  fo  fenilble  of  the  good-nature  with  which  A.  D. 
'  you  bldme'me,  that  I  tiSink  my felf  equally  ho- 
noured by  your  letters,  arid  hiflruftecl  by  your  re- 
proof*. Bnt'xverc  I  confclbus  of  the  leaft  failure  of 
attention  to  you,  I  wcoild  Certainly  endeavour,  if  pof- 
fible,  to  pal  Irate  the  fault,  or  I  would  not  fcfuplc  to 
afk  y out  pardon,  efpecially  as  I  know  that,  whenever 
your  friends'irtdifcreetly  violate  the  laws  of  friend- 
(hip,  you  are  not  implacable.  Now  theni  (fince 
negligence,  or  iridolence,  generally  prevents  my 
accomplifiiiiTg  what  I  'ardently  defire),  afcend,  as 
it  were,  a  tribunal,  while  I  plead  my  caufe  before 
yon,  and  fliew  that  I  did  not  treat  you  with  im- 
propriety, of  aft  with  tardinefs  or  negleft. 

1  Three  years  ago  I  left  Pannonia  f,  with  diffi- 
culty efcaping  thofe  fnares  and  dangers  of  which 
you  are  well  apprifed.  But  \dien  I  had  croffed  the 
Chalcedoniitn  ftrait  J,  and  approached  the  city  of 
Nicomedia  §,  to  you  firft, 'as  to  the  God  of  my 
country,  I  paid  due  offerings  for  my'  fafety,  by 
fending  you  a  meilage  as  a  token  of  my  approach, 

I 

*  See  the  .firft  note  on  Epiftle  XXXIV. 

f  Now  Hungary. 

i  Now  the  Bolphorus. 

§  This  city  was  then  in  mini  by  an  earthquake,  \vhich 
happened  in  358.  See  a  note  on  an  epiftle  of  Libanits, 
vol.  I.  p.  304.  and  his  Monody  on  that  event,  in  this  vol. 

H  3  or 
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or  a  kind  of  facred  prefent.  The  letter  was  con- 
figned  to  the  care  of-^ne  -of-the  Imperial  guards, 
by  name  Julian,  the  foil  of  Bacchylus,  a  native  of 
Apamea  *,  to  whom  I  the  more  readily  entrufted 
it,  as  he  was  going  thither,  and  declared  that  he 
knew  you  perfectly  well.  After  this,  I  received^ 
as  from  Apollo,  a  facred  epiftle  from  you,  e:;- 
preffing  that  you  had  heard  with  pleafure  of  my 
arrival.  Wife  Jamblichus,  and  a  letter  from  Jam- 
blichus,  were  to  me  a  happy  omen,  and  the  dawn- 
ing of  good  hope?.  Need  I  fay  how  much  I  re- 
joiced, and  how  greatly  I  was  affe&ed  by  your 
letter  *.  For  if  you  have  received,  what  I  wrote  on 
that  fubjeft  (which  was  fcnt  to  you  by  one  of  the 
letter-carriers  that  came  from  thence),  you  cer- 
tainly know  the  great  fatisfaclion  that  it  gave  me, 
And  again,  when  the  man  who  nurfed  my  child- 
ren t  returned  home,..  I  fe_nt  .you  another  letter,. 


*  The  metropolis  of  Phryg!;u 

•f  Ta  T^oipsa's  tu-j  ipx.-J}x  ^atsu*.     M.  de  Titlejnont,    who 

takes  in  its  moft  rigorous  fenie  that  fufpiciouj.paffage  in  the. 

Mhopogon  (p.  244.)  in  "'hich    Julian  ironically  urges   the 

reproach  of  the  people  of/.Aritioch,  that  '-*  he  almnft 

(i>;  iirn7*>j  lay  alone,"  and  conilders  it  as   a    conteilion   that 

Julian  himielf"  makes  of  hi-  i;;:-)iiti'iencc,  obferves,  i:i  orcler 

to    ilretlgrln;ri    thi?   preten3e<l  '-confeffion,-  that    Julian,    in 

this  Lpiftle  (which    is  one  of  th"fe  that  I  havft  not   tranf- 

iated),fpeaks  of  "  ried  his  clnidrcn." 

Nou-.''   -ir.ys   M.   c!e  Ti!le:r,onr,  "  he.  never  iiacl  n»v   le- 

gitimate, except  a  Ion  v.  ho  periihed,  by  the-wickednei's 

of  the  :nitk;ite,  .ir.preis  Eulisbia,  the  wife  of 

Contiantius,  had  fubor-iied.  .5  certain-:..  there- 

lore  ;ie  h>h' 

But 
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In  which  I  expreflfed  my  acknowledgments  for  your 
former,  and  alfo  requefted  a  repetition  of  the 
favour.  Afterwards  the  diftinguifhed  Sopater  * 
came  to  us  on  an  embafTy,  and,  as  I  knew  him,  I 
inftantly  fprung  forward  to  embrace  him,  and  flied 

Jhit  we  muft:  not  conclude  from  this  paflage,  as  M.  de 
Tillemont  does,  that  there  was  actually  a  man  who  was 
charged  with  the  care  of  the  children  of  Julian.  Helena 
had  a  fon.  After  her  (irft  lying-in,  flic  never  went  her 
full  time.  But  at  every  pregnancy  a  nurfe  was  provided. 
The  fame  perhaps  was  frequently  chofen.  It  was  probably 
the  hulband  of  that  nurfe  whom  Julian  ftyles  "  the  nurfe 
"of  his  children.1'  I  fay  probably,  becaufe  a  number  of 
other  plauflble  reafons  may  be  fuppofed  for  Julian's  having 
given  fbme  one  that  name.  Who  knows,  for  inftance, 
but  that  it  was  a  man  whom  he  had  deftined  for  the  care 
of  the. children  that  he  hoped  to  have?  Whether  he  did 
not  caufe  fome  children  that  did  not  belong  to  him  to  be 
educated  with  the  tendernefs  of  a  father?  Or  whether  it 
was  not  a  joke  which  Jamblichus  perfectly  underftood  ? 

LA  BLETERIE. 

When  Julian  fpeaks  of  "  the  tutor  of  rtis  children," 
who  is  not  named,  the  expreffion  muft  be  underftood  figu- 
ratively. For  Julian  had  no  children,  legitimate  or  ille- 
gitimate. Hiflorians  are  quite  filent  abotit  them,  except- 
ing that  one  which  he  had  by  his  wife  Helena,  who  was  not 
fuffered  to  live.  If  Julian  had  any  children  out  of  lawful 
marriage,  and  therefore  illegitimate,  can  it  be  fuppofed 
that  Chriftian  writers  would  have  been  filent  about  it  ?  By 
no  means.  Eumenius,  in  his  Panegyric,  recommends  to 
Contfajitiae  not  only  his  five  children  of  whom  he  was  the 
parent,  but  his  other  children  likewife,  as  he  calls  them, 
whom  he  had  educated  for  the  bar  or  the  court.  In  fome 
fuch  figurative  fenfe  Julian  muft  be  underftood.  He  intends 
ibme  young  perfons  under  his  fpecial  care.  LARDXER. 

*  See  Epiftle  XXVII.  p.  70.  note  f.  That  this  was  the 
fame  Sopater  who  entertained  Julizn  afterwards  at  Hiera- 
polis,  though  probable,  I  cannot  r.fErm. 

H  4  tears 
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tears  of  joy,  dreaming  bf  nothing  but  you  .and  a 
letter  from  you.  As  foon  as  I  received  it,  1/juffccl 
it,  held  it  to  my  eyes,  and,  drained  it  dole,  as  if 
J  had  feared,  that,  while  I  was  reading  it,  the 
features  of.  your  face  fhould  .fetretly  :  elcape  roe. 
I  immediately  wrote  an  anfwer,  not  only  to  you, 
but  to  '-the  excellent  Sofater,'  his'  fony  telling  hi*&, 
in  joke,  that  I  had  accepred'a  common  friend  from 
Apamea  as  an  hoftage  for  -'-your  iibfeace. 

From  that  time  to  the  'date  of  my  prelent  writihg, 
I  have  received  no  letter  from  you.  but  .that  •"  in 
which  you  feern  to  chide  me..  If  by  'this  appear- 
ance of  a  charge  you  mean/only  to  urge  me  to 
write,  I  accept  the  whole.-icJfl!ange:;  .with  the  utmoft 

ioy,  and  the  very  letter  VEicli'  I  have  ;now  received 
j  j  >*.  .  . 

I  deem  the  )  higheft  sfwcwfwwt  fet,»(#  MW  really 
accufe  me  -of  having  giv^rf'^ba  the  lead  ^iTerjce,  • 
who  can  be  more  miferakile.  than  I  in  haviog;  been 
prevented  by  the  negligenceof  letter-carriers  from 
giving  you  thefatisfaclion  that  1  wifli?  However, 
though  I  were  not  to  write  very  frequently,-],  might 
juftly  claim  your  indulgence,  not  on  account  of 
the  bufmefs  in  which  I  am  engaged,  (for  1  am  not 
fuch  a  wretch  as  not  to  prefer  ygu,  as  Pindar  fays, 
to  all  my  affairs  *)  ;  but,  becaufe  'there  is  more 


7ra<7>j;  TO  *c-la,  <r*  *tfK\w  r,ye^9ar.'The  fenfe,   but 
KOl  the  w.  rtft,  of  Pindar. 


.   I. 


ea^a,  -  -  n.   I.    I. 

Your  bufinefs,  golde  n-fliietc!ed  Thebes, 
To  all  my  own  I  willingly  prefer. 

\vifdom 
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\uifdora  in  being  loth  to,  write. to  fuch  a  mar*  as  you, 
who  cannot  be  recollected  without  vstferanon,  thaa 
in  being  top  prelumpnaous.  For -as  thofe  who  yea- 
ture  to  gaze  (lewdly  on  the..£ght  of  the  fun, 
unlefs  they  are  in  a  mam:;':  ..nd  can  behp$ 

his  rays  like,  the  genuine  oiT-fpong  of  eagL 
cannot  fee  what  is  unlawful  to  "be  feen«.-fj  and  the 
more  they  endeavour,  it,  the  weaker.,  are 'their 
efforts-;  fo  he,  who  prefuoaes  to  \vtiie  to  you, 
clearly  {hews  that  the  bolder  he.  i>,  the  more  he 
ought  to  fear.  Cut  you,  diuingiiiihed  fage,  who,- 
I  may  fay,  were  created  lor  the  total,  preservation 
of  Gentilifm,  judged  right  in  feeing, rn£  frequent 
letters,  and  thus,  as  far  as  .pofliWe,  checking  my 
indolence.  For  as  the  fun  (agaip  to.cpnapa^e  you 
with  that  deity),  when  he  jlunos  perfectly.,  bright 
with  full  radiate,,.)?  regajccl^fs.  wlxcth^  ?,U.  the. 
objects  that  he  illuraip*tes  perform  their  re- 
fpe£tive  functions  \vitji  propriety  t ;  you,  in  l\. 
manner,  f^oujdi liberally  cii,Tulc  rUe  light  of  yi., 
knowledge  -  arnqng?  all  ;h$ -.QerKils?,  and  joot  ft- 
crete  it  -becaufe-j&ar..  c*r  .^c^/t^-.^pr^TCnts  your 
hearers  froo* .  uvakbg  a •  reply;,  /Eiculapius-  does 
not  heal  difeaCes  fram  intere^ed  motives,  but 
every  where  difplays  his  humanity,  like  a  kind  of 
doc'trice.  ;. You,, being. the  phyUcian  of  noble  fouls, 

: 

~*  See  Epiftle  XVI.  p.  31. 

f  Oilt  a  (an  Gtpi^epfiwaii     Xot  unlTlce   St.Par.I,   «  w.  «:|i» 
etsOjiur-i.  >>*>.»o-a»,  not  lawful  for  a  man  to  utter.  2  Cor.  xii.  a. 

J  This  p adage  in.  the  original  Being  corrupted  and  mu- 
tilated,  I  can  only  guefs  at  the  meaning.' 

i  fhould 
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ihould  do  the  fame,  and  in  every  thing  obferve  the 
precepts  of  virtue;  like  a  good  archer;  who,  though 
he  has  no  adverfary,  always  exercifes  his  art  againft' 
a  proper  opportunity.      Our  v$ews  are  not   the 
fame,  as  we  wifh  to  enjoy  your  aufpicious  letters, 
and  you  to  receive  ours.      But  we,  though  we 
Jhotiid  write  %  thoufand  times,  referable  the  play- 
ful children  in  Homer,  who  erect  'clay-rbuildings 
•h  the  flibre,  and  then  fooiroverwh-eltn  them  with 
fand*:  While  your  letter,  however' fhort,  is  pre- 
ferable'to  the  mofl  copious  ftream.-     And  in  truth, 
I  had  rather,  poflefs  one  epiftle  of  Jamblichus  than 
ill  the  gold  of  --Lyd-ia. 

-  If  you  have  any  regard  for 'your  friends  (ahd- 
fome  regard 'you  have,  or  I  am  much  miftaken},:- 
do  not  negleft  us,  who,  like  -poultry,  are  always 
in  want  of  your  fuftenance  ;  but  Write  frequently, 
and  forbear  not  to  nourifli  us  With  your  good 
cheer.  And  if  we  have  been  deficient,  difcharge 
at  once  two  friendly  offices,  that  of  writing  to  us, 
and  alfo  of  writing  for  us.  For  fuch  a  pupil  of 
eloquent  Mercury  as  you  are,  fhould  employ  his 
rod,  not  in  exciting,  but  in  banifhing  and  dif- 
pellmg  fleep,  and  in  this  particular,  above  all,  let 
him  be  your 'model. 

•*  II.  XV.  362,  where  the  jeet  defcribea  the  Grecian 
turrets  nodding,  and  the  bulwarks  falling,  when  ihaken  by 
Apollo  ; 

Ediy,  as  when  afhore,  the  infant  f  Hands, 

And  draws  imagin'd  houfes  in  thefands, 

The  fportive  wanton,  pleas'd  with  forae  new  play, 

Sweepi  the  flight  works  and  fafhion'd  domes  away. 

POPE, 

:5r^  bj  rr.cmorv,  fobilitates  TTXI?^  for  Ttcu;. 

Epiftle 
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Epiftle  XLT.    To  the  fame. 

IN  obedience  to  the  Delphic  oracle,  we  mould 
have  known  ourielves,  and  not  prefumed  to  fttm 
the  ears  of  a  fage  like  you,  ,whofe  very  looks  it  is 
difficult  to  encounter,  much  more  to  contend  with 
him  in  genius,  as  he  combines  all  the  powers  of 
philofophic  harmony.  Every  mufician,  Ariftseus  * 
not  excepted,  muft  yield  to  Pan,  when  he  breathes 
fweet  melody;  and  when  Apollo  warbles  to  his 
lyre,  all,  though  they  had  the  mufical  powers  of 
Orpheus,  would  be  filent.  Confcious,  as  we  are, 
of  our  own  inferiority,  it  is  juft  that  the  lefs  fliould 
fubmit  to  the  greater.  But  he  who  would  put 
human  in  competition  with  divine  harmony  mud 
be  unacquainted  with  the  cataftrophe  of  Marfyas  j 
the  Phrygian,  and  with  the  river  named  from  him, 
which  flows  as  a  punimment  to  the  mad  mufician. 

*  The  fon  of  Apollo  by  Cyrene,  the  daughter,  of  Pe- 
neus,  king  of  Arcadia. '  He  is  laid  to  have  discovered  the 
life  of  honey,  milk,  rennet,  and  other  ufeful  things.  Juft. 
Hift.  xiii.  7.  This  the  poets  have  turned  into  a  fable. 
SeeVirg.  Georg.  iv.  317,  &c.  One  MS.  inilead  of  Ap»r««e«» 
has  «{irej,  •  (•'  the  beft"  mufician. )  The  fable  of  Ariftseus 
is  alfo  in  the  IVth  book  of  the  Odyfley. 

•V  A  fatyr,  who  challenged  Apollo,  and,  being  overcome 
by  him,  was  flead  alive,  and  changed  into  a  river.  See 
Ovid.  Metam.  VI.  and  Liv,  XXVIII.  13. 

Nor 


E.P  !  S  T  L  E  S:  D  F   J  TJ  LI  A  N* 

Nor  can  he  have  heard  of  the  fate  of  Thamyris  *, 
who  anfuccefsfuliy  contended  itHingmg  with  the 
Mufes.  Not  to  mention  the  Sirens  -J- ,  of  whom 
fnch  of  the.iMufes ss 'C<fnqnere<f  tftetti"iftil  bear  a 
wing  in  their  foreheads.  All  thefe  now  fuffer,  and 

p*i6n  r :wc' 


w^hjn^ttf  sown vbgimdsr,  .sn^  c 

- 

rfse^erjfcke-  o$a<jl s lot  Apollo  iflFtfi ng; fsom 'the  fatred' 
' 

^\2«J9'4^-<v^f    r.' 

^"S^p-eVidr  oYice-  'df  'alf  the  tuneful  race, 

t       T9,ji)^,ich  ihet.ijced  ,p.f  ^o(id-c<M{np«liiD|pJOvd* 
Too  daring  •  :•:-  uniupce&ftu  nrid 

Th' avenj^ig; Mule's. of  the ligbt.efiai^t 
"  tjepriv'd  hi*  cjes,,  apd,i"natch'4;^s,vojfie  awa- 

Pnpc       -•  -    . 


- 

.;  ."  EM 

.'-  'I  '^l^t  -a  f       r  •  T 


conteft  of  the  Sirens  with;  the  Mules  is  th,usr  CTiQiu, 
tioaedb^SpeBfer: 

,     -They  -were  ^iij  Jpd^[s,'^tJtt5ibkyLi^rtdly'Jlriv 
With  th'  Heliconian  maids  for  maifterye, 


Mr.  Speribe'  tuflTx'::cinbt^3   $5   one  'inftance   (amojn 
-  :1' 


**  aUcgcricat  per', 

"  never  reprefcntedW^WiW 

upper  part,hun)an;  aiirf  the  lower  'like'  bird:'/' 

i,-tis,   p.    50:  . 

Ovid,  in  his  Metamo.-iphGiTej,'  v.  553.  nfcribes  th:ir  ttalrf-' 
.  :ion  to  another  caule. 

%  Prefumption, 

(hrines. 
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fhfines.     But  fyice  you  lead  our  fong,  and  by  yocr 
eloquence,  as  with  the  rod  of  Mercury/  rdufe  us 
from  flecp,  we,  in  the  manner  of  thofe  enthnfiafh; 
who  with  dances  meet  Bacchus,  when  he  celebrates 
his  orgies,  will  join  in  unifon  with  your  harpy  as 
they  in  tune  and  meafure  accompany  the  leader  of 
the  dance.  Accept  therefore  the  orations  *,  which, 
by  the  command  of  the  Emperor  -j-,  I  lately  com- 
pofed  on  the  celebrated  junction  of  the  {traits  j; 
a  fffiall  work,  if  compared  whh  yours,  and  brafs 
for  your  gold  § ;  but  fuch  prefents  as  we  have  jj, 
we  offer  to  our  Mercury.     Thefeus  by  no -means 
defpifed  the  coarfe  fare  of  Hecalc  ** ;  but,  urged 
by  neceility,  was  fatisfied   with   little.     And   the 
fiiepherd  Pan  difdained  not  to  apply  to  his  lips  the 
pipe  of  a  young  herdfman.     Such  as  it  is,  then, 
receive  it,  and  fcorn  not  to  bcftow  great  aiten- 
doa  on  a  (mall  poem  -j-f-.    If  it  have  any  merit. 
both  the  work  and  its  author  will  be  fortunate  ia 
receiving  fuch  a  token  of  cReeui  from  Minerva. 

*  Tfa^fe  orations  are  not  extant- 

i[  Conftantius. 

J  Does  he  mean  the  Heliefpont  joined  by  Xerxes  ? 

PET  A*. 

^  II.  VI.  236.  Julian  feems  particularly  fond  of  this 
patfage,  this  being  the  third  time  of  his  quotLugor  alluding 
to  it  in  thele  Seleft  Works. 

g  O*«  h  typp.™  |»>K!»? — tftti&s.  Not  unlike  th*t  expreffioa 
of  St.  Peter,  Ads  in.  6.  O  &  t^u,  TO'O  aot  **&>p.  S^cb  at  / 
/'jiw,  I  give  tbee. 

**  A  poor  old  woman  mentioned  by  Callimachus,  a* 
having  eoterta'med  Thcfeiw  with  wild  lettuce,  ••^e^^lin. 
Hifr.  Nar.  xxn.  21+  and  xxvi.8.  :. 

f  I  Q^yu  ^tx«.    Could  this  be  one  of  thofe  ^-hith  before 
fiyicd  toy*'  (*'  aratioas  ?") 

And 
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And  fiiould  a  finifhing  hand  be  neceflary  to  com* 
plete  it,  difdain  not,  I  intreat  you,  to  fupply  its 
defers.  Thus  of  old  the  God  appeared  to  the 
archer  *  who  invoked  him,  and  direfted  his  fhafr, 
and  thus  the  harper  who  was  playing  the  Orthian  f 
tune  was  anfwered  by  Apollo  in  the  form  of  a 
grafs- hopper  J. 


An  Edict  relating  to  Profeflbrs  §. 
,7  June,  -r\ROFESSORS  and   mailers  fhould  be  dif- 

%6z«         mT^ 

-*-     tinguiflied  firft  by  their  manners,  and  in  the 
next  place  by  their  talents.     We  therefore  forbid 

any, 

*  Paris  probably,  when  Apollo  guided  his  arrow  againft 
Achilles.  See  Ovid.  Metam.  XII. 

f  A  kind  of  loud  mufic  ufed  by  Arion,  according  to 
Herodotus.  It  is  introduced  by  Homer,  II.  xi.  u.  where 

Difcord 

Through  the  Grecian  throng, 

With  horror  founds  the  loud  Orthian  long. 

POPE,   13. 

I  I  am  aware  that  the  Greek  word  Terli|,  and  the  Latin 
cicada,  mean  a  different  infeft  from  our  grafs -hopper  ;  for 
it  has  a  rounder  and  fhorter  body,  is  of  a  dark  green  co- 
lour, fits  upon  trees,  and  makes  a  noife  five  times  louder 
than  our  grafs-hopper.  It  begins  its  fong  as  foon  as  the 
iun  grows  hot,  and  continues  fmging  till  it  fets.  Its  wings 
are  beautiful,  being  flreaked  with  filver,  and  marked  with 
brown  fpots;,the  outer  wings  are  twice  as  long  as  the 
inner,  and  more  variegated  ;  yet,  after  the  example  of  Mr. 
Pope  (fee  II.  in.  300.),  I  retain  the  ufual  term. 

FAWKES  on  Theocritus. 

§  I  have  taken  this  Epiflle  from  the  Theodofiaii  Cccfe, 
xin.  /.  j.  De  meJitis  et  profrj]l~r!l>xi.  It  is'  not  known,  from 

what 
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any,  whoever  they  be,  to  intrude  haftily  or  raflily 
into  this  important  office.  He  who  would  keep 
a  fchool  mud  be  approved  by  the  council  of  the 
town,  and  alfo  have  the  fan&ion  of  the  principal 
inhabitants ;  and,  as  I  *  cannot  be  every  where 
perfonally  prefent,  let  the  decree  be  fent  to  me  for 
examination,  that  the  candidate  may  have  the  ad- 
dirional  honour  of  feeing  the  fuffrages  of  his  fel- 
low-citizens f  confirmed  by  our  opinion. 

Given  at  *  *  *  *  on  the  fifteenth  of  the  calends 
of  July.  Received  at  Spoleto  on  the  fourth  of  the 
calends  of  Auguft,  in  the  confulfhip  of  Mamertinus 
and  Nevitta. 

what  place  it  was  dated,  nor  to  whom  Julian  addrefled  it. 
It  only  appears  that  he  wrote  it  on  the  road  from  Conftan- 
tioople  to  Antioch,  as  he  left  Conftantinople  in  the  month 
of  May,  and  was  at  Antioch  towards  the  end  of  July.  It' 
was  made,  without  doubt,  on  account  of  fome  profeflbr  of 
Spoleto,  a  city  of  picenum,  and  confeqilently  was  addrefled 
either  to  the  Prefect  of  the  Prsetorium  of  Italy,  or  to  the 
Prsefeft  of  Rome,  or  perhaps  to  the  Confular  of  Picenum 
(now  the  march  of  Ancona),  or,  laftly,  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Spoleto.  The  intention  of  Julian  is  plain.  He 
referves  to  himfelf  the  right  of  confirming  or  annulling 
the  election  of  profeflbrs,  in  order  to  exclude  the  Chriftians 
from  all  literary  offices.  This  law  might  perhaps  be  part 
of  the  following  edi£.  I  have  therefore  placed  it  here. 

LA  BLETERIE. 

*  The  Emperors  generally  fpeak  in  the  plural  in  their 
laws  >  Julian,  however,  here  ufes  the  fingular.  «W  quia. 
fingulii  civitatibus  adejje  ipfe  non  foffum,  jubeo,  &c.  Ibid* 

f  The  original  is,  Hoc  enim  decretum  ad  me  tra&andum 
Aeferetur  J,  ut  altiore  quodam  honore  nsftro  judicic  (M.  de  la 
Bleterie  thinks  we  fiiould  read  noflrum  judicitem)  Jtudiit  civi- 
tatum  acctdat, 

%  ID  Gothofrcd's  edirlan,  refertl*rt 

Epiftlc 
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Epiftle    XLII.      Ah   Edict,    forbidding  the 
CnriAians  to  teach  polite  Literature  *. 


A.  t>.    npRUE  learning,'  in  rhy  opinion,   confifts  not 


•*•     in  words,    in  'elegant  and  magnificent  lan- 
guage,  but  in  the  found  difpofmons   of  a  well- 

formed 

*  Two  motives  induced  Julian  to  restrain  the  Chriflian 
profeflbrs  from  teaching:  i.  He  flattered  himfelf,  that, 
in  order  to  keep  their  chairs,  they  would  change  their  re- 
ligion. In  this,  he  did  not  fucceed,  if,  as  Orofius  fays, 
almoft  all  rather  chofe  to  quit  them.  This,  in  particular, 
is  affif  tried  of  Prohaerefrus,  the  ibphift,  of  Athens,  and  of 
Marius  Viftorinus,  who  profefled  eloquence  at  Rome. 
2.  Julian  knew,  by  his  own  experience,  that  matters,  A'hen 
they  .fhewed  their  fcholars  the  ancient  authors,  never  failed 
to  inftft.  on  the  vvtaknefs  and  folly  of  Paganifm.  He  was 
fcnfible  how  much  a  Chriftian  matter  can  contribute  to  the 
progrefs  of  religion,  when  he  explains  profane  authors 
chriftianly,  and  equally  avails  himfelf  of  the  truth  and  the 
falfhood  which  he  finds  there  in  order  to  conduct  -his  pupils 
to  God  and  Jefus  Chrift.  This  is  what  he  wiihed  to  pre-- 
vent.  But,  inftead  of  dilcovering  his  true  motives,  he  era- 
ploys  the  moft  lamentable  pretext  that  tan  be  ;  fo  that  this 
piece  of  eloquence  is  a  mafter-piece  of  ibphiitry.  M.  Fieury 
has  ipferted  mofl  of  it  in  his  Ecclefiailical  Hiftory. 

LA  BLETERIE. 

His  inoft  illiberal  treatment  of  the  Chriitians  was,  his 
f»rbid4ifig  the  profeflbrs,  who  were  of  that  religion,  to 
reach  humanity  and  the  fciences  in  the  public  ichools. 
Kis  a»0re  im  mediate  deijgtj  in  this  was  to  hinder  the  youth 
from  taking  imprcffions  to  the  disadvantage  of  Pnj/ariifm  ;. 
his  remoter  view,  to  deprive  Chriftianity  oi;  the  fupport  of 
human  literature.  His  own  hiftorian,  Ammianus  ^viaf- 
celiinus,  palTes  a  fevwe  fentence  on  this  edirt,  xxi.  10. 

WAR  BURTON. 
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formed  mind,  and  in  juft  notions  of  good  and 
evil,  oT  virtue  and  vice.  Whoever  therefore 
thinks  or  teaches  othenvife  feems  no  lefs  dcilitute 
of  learning  than  he  is  of  virtue.  Even  in  tribes, 
if  the  mind  and  tongue  be  at  variance,  it  is  always 
efteemed  a  kind  of  ciilhonefty.  But  if  in  matters 
of  the  greatefl  confeqtience  a  man  thinks  one  thing 

His  driving  from  their  fchools  fuch  teachers  of  rhetoric 
and  grammar  as  profefled  the  Chriflian  religion,  was  fevere 
( incltmem) )  and  flioulc  be  buried  in  eternal  oblivion. 

AMMIANUS. 

He  enacted  no  oppreffive  laws  ....  a  feu-  excepted  ; 
among  which  was  that  ievere  one,  which  forbade  Chriftian 
matters  to  teach  rhetoric  and  grammar,  unlefs  they  con- 
formed to  the  worfhip  of  the  Gods.  Hid. 

Ammianus  has  twice  mentioned  this  Edict,  and  always 
with  diilike,  as  a  great  hardihip.  Orofius  fays,  that 
*'  when  Julian  published  his  edict  forbidding  the  Chrif- 
*'  tian  profeflbrs  of  rhetoric  to  teach  the  liberal  arts,  they 
"  all  in  general  choic  rather  to  refigo  their  chairs  than 
"  deny  the  faith."  And  Jerom,  in  his  Chronicle,  affures 
us,  that  "  Prohxrefius,  the  Athenian  fophiit,  in  particular, 
[fee  Epiftle  II.]  "  fnut  up  his  fchool,  though  the  Em- 
**  peror  had  granted  him  a  fpecial  licence  to  teatfh."  Au- 
gxiftine  records  the  like  ileadinefs  of  Virtorinus,  who  had 
long  taught  rhetoric  with  great  applaufe  at  Rome.  But 
Ecebolus,  a  Chriftian  fophifl  at  Conftantinople  [lee  EpiiVie 
XIX.],  who  had  been  Julian's  mafter  in  rhetoric,  was  over- 
come by  the  temptations  of  the  times,  and  '-sith  great  hu- 
miliations intreatcd  to  be  reconciled  to  the  church. 

LAKDNE'R; 

This  EdiA  may  be  compared  with  the  i;rofs  inveftives 
of  Gregory  (Orat.  in.  /.  96.).  Tilx-mont  (Mem.  Eccl.  '.  -n. 
vn.  p»  1201  — 1204.)  has  collected  thr:  .  ^ming  differencas 
of  ancients  and  moderns.  They  may  be  eafily  reconciled. 
The  Chriftians  were  dlrcflly  forbid  to  teach  ;  they  were 
in&retfly  forbid  to  learn,  fince  they  would  not  frequent  the 
fchools  of  the  Pagans.  GIBBON. 

VOL.  II.  I  and 


,4  EPISTLES   OF   JULIAN. 

and  teaches  another  *,  does  he  not  referable  thofe 
mean-fpirited,  difhoneit,  and  abandoned  traders, 
who  generally  affirm  what  they  know  to  be  falfe, 
in  order  to  deceive  and  inveigle  cuftomers  ? 

All  therefore  who  profefs  to  teach  ought  to  be 
ftri&  in  their  morals,  and  mould  never  entertain 
opinions  oppofite  to  thofe  of  the  public ;  fuch, 
efpecially,  ought  to  be  thofe  who  inftruct  youth, 
and  explain  to  them  the  works  of  the  ancients, 
whether  they  are  orators,  or  grammarians ;  but 
particularly  fpphifts,  as  they  affeft  to  be  the  teach- 
ers, not  only  of  words,  but  of  manners,  and  inftft 
that  civil  philofophy  is  their  peculiar  province. 
Whether  this  be  true  or  not  I  ihall  not  at  pre- 
fent  confider.  I  commend  thofe  who  make  fuch 
fpecious  promifes,  and  mould  commend  them  much 
more,  if  they  did  not  falfify  and  contradict  them- 

*  If  the  Chriftian  profcfTprs,  when  they  explained  in 
their  fchools  Homer,  Heiiod,  &c.  had  canoniied  the 
doctrine  of  thofe  writers,  the  reproaches  of  Julian  would 
have  been  juit ;  yet  perhaps  he  would  not  have  made  them. 
A  book  may  be  efteemed  in  fome  refpects,  and  condemned 
in  others.  No  one  is  deceived  by  this.  To  explain  the 
claffic  authore,  to  commend  them  as  models  of  language, 
of  eloquence  and  tafte,  to  unveil  their  beauties,  &c.  this 
is  not  propoiing  them  as  oracles  of  religion  and  morality. 
Julian  is  pleafed  to  confound  two  things  ib  different,  and 
to  creel,  under  favour  of  this  confufion,  the  puerile  fo- 
phiftry  which  prevails  through  his  whole  edict. 

LA  BLETERIE. 

Thus  Homer's  Achilles,  II,  ix.  312. 

Who  dares  think  one  thing,  and  another  tell, 

My  foul  detefts  him  like  the  gates  of  hell.  POPE. 

felves 
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felves  by  thinking  one  thing,  and  teaching  their 
fcholars  another.  What  then  ?  Were  not  Homer, 
Hefiod,  Demofthenes,  Herodotus,  Thucydidcs,  Ifo- 
crates,  Lyfias,  guided  in  their  ftudies  by  the  Gods, 
and  efteemed  themfelves  confccrated,  fome  to  Mer- 
cury, and  others  to  the  Mufes  ?  It  is  abfurd  there- 
fore for  thofe  who  explain  their  works  to  defpife 
the  Gods  whom  they  honoured. 

I  do  not  mean  (I  am  not  fo  abfurd  *)  that 
they  (hould  change  their  fentiments  for  the  fake 
of  inftrucling  youth;  I  give  them  their  option, 
either  not  to  teach  what  they  do  not  approve,  or, 
if  they  choofe  to  teach,  firft  to  perfuade  their 
fcholars,  that  neither  Homer,  nor  Hefiod,  nor 
any  of  thofe  whom  they  expound,  and  charge  with 
impiety,  madnefs,  and  error,  concerning  the  Gods, 
are  really  fuch  as  they  rcprefent  them.  For  as 
they  receive  a  flipend,  and  are  maintained  by  their 
Works,  if  they  can  aft  with  fuch  duplicity  for  a  few 
drachms,  they  confefs  themfelves  guilty  of  the  moft 
fordid  avarice. 

Hitherto,  I  allow,  many  caufes  have  prevented 
their  reforting  to  the  temples ;  and  the  dangers 
that  every  where  impended  were  a  plea  for  their 
difguifmg  their  real  fentiments  of  the  Gods.  Bur 
now,  when  the  Gods  have  granted  us  liberty,  it 
feems  to  me  abfurd  for  any  to  teach  what  they 
do  not  approve.  And  if  they  think  that  thofe 

*  Petau  thinks  that  fiame thing  is  wanting  here  to  per- 
ftft  the  fenteuce. 

I  2,  Writers 
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writers  whom  they  expound,  and  of  whom  they 
fit  as  interpreters,    are  truly  wife,  let  them  firft 
zealoufly  imitate  their  piety  towards  the  Gods.  But 
*  if  they  think  their  ideas  of  the  moft  holy  Gods 

erroneous,  let  them  go  into  the  churches  of  the 
Galileans,  and  there  expound  Matthew  and  Luke  *. 
In  obedience  to  your  rulers,  you  forbid  facrifices. 
I  wifh  that  your  ears  and  your  tongues  were  (as 
you  exprefs  it)  regenerated  \  in  thofe  things  of 
which  I  wifh  that  myfelf,  and  all  who  in  thought 
and  deed  are  my  friends,  may  always  be  par- 
takers. 

*  Let  all  the  moral  truths  which  are  found,  or  are  fup- 
pofed  to  be  found,  difperfed  here  and  there  in  the  Pagan 
writers,  be  collected  ;  let  all  profane  antiquity,  if  I  may  fo 
exprefs  myfelf,  be  laid  under  contribution;  the  fyftem 
which  can  be  drawn  from  it  will  be  far  lefs  valuable 
than  what  we  are  taught  in  a  few  words  by  the  authors  of 
whom  Julian  affeds  to  fpeak  with  contempt,  and  will  fo 
far  only  be  rational,  as  it  refembles  their  do&rine. 

LABLETERIE. 

A  juft  and  fevere  cenfure  has  been  inflicted  on  the  law 
which  prohibited  the  Chriflians  from  teaching  the  arts  of 
grammar  and  rhetoric.  The  motives  alleged  by  the 
Emperor  to  juftify  this  partial  and  oppreffive  mcafure  might 
command,  during  his  life-time,  the  lilence  of  Haves,  and 
the  applaufe  of  flatterers.  GIBBON. 

f  He  ridicules  the  Chriftians  by  the  trite  application  of  an 
cxpreftion  ufed  by  them.  Auxymcru  is  commonly  underftood 
of  baptiim,  the  reformation  of  the  new  man,  and  the 
change  of  ftudies  and  manners.  Therefore  forbidding  the 
Chriftians  to  read  the  bonks  of  the  Heathens,  he  fays,  he 
woi.ld  have  their  ears  and  tongues  cleanfed  from  ail  ac- 
quaintance with  their  y.-ritings,  that  what  is  depofited 
in  them  may  in  a  manner  be  born  again.  PETAU. 

To 
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To  matters  and  teachers  let  this  be  a  general 
law.  But  let  no  youths  be  presented  from  reforting 
to  whatever  fchools  they  pleafe  *.  It  would  be  as 
unreafonable  to  exclude  children,  who  know  not 
yet  what  road  to  take,  from  the  right  path,  as  it 
would  ije  to  lead  them  by  fear,  and  with  reluftance, 
to  the  religious  rites  of  their  country.  And  though 
it  might  be  proper  to  cure  fuch  relu&ance,  like 
madnefs,  even  by  force  f ,  yet  let  all  be  indulged 
with  that  difeafe.  For  the  ignorant  fhould,  in  my 
opinion,  be  inftrufted,  not  punifhed. 

*  This  was  fair,  but  would  by  no  means  be  accepted. 
Here  the  bait  was  half  off  the  hook,  and  difcovered,  that 
to  draw  them  to  the  fchools  of  the  Pagan  profeflbrs  was 
one  end  of  the  edicl,  which  he  imagiaed  would  neeeffarily 
reduce  things  to  this  ftate,  either  to  difpofe  the  Galileans, 
during  their  youth,  in  favour  of  Paganifm,  or  to  difable 
them,  in  their  adult  age,  to  defend  Chriftianity.  So  that 
it  appears  from  hence,  his  forbidding  Chrillian  profeflbrs  to 
explain  Pagan  writers  to  any  audience  whatfoever,  amounted 
to  a  prohibition  of  learning  them.  WAR  BUR  TON. 

Mr.  Gibbon  has  adopted  the  fame  idea  in  a  former  note, 
p.  113. 

f  He  derides  the  j*«g»*  r*XtX«iwr  (Epift.  VII.)  and  fo  far 
lofes  fight  of  the  principles  of  toleration  as  to  vvilh  (Epift. 
XLII.)  «xo»1«$  i«700»,  GIBBON. 
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Epiftle  XLIII.     To  ECEBOLUS  *. 
""  ~  mild  and  humane  have  been  my  decrees 


concerning  the  Galileans,  that  none  of  them 
can  fuffer  any  violence,  or  be  dragged  to  the 
temples,  or  be  expofed  to  any  other  injury.  But 
they  who  are  of  the  Arian  church,  being  pam- 
pered with  riches  f,  have  attacked  the  Valen- 
tinians,  and  have  dared  to  perpetrate  fuch  out- 
rages atEdeffaas  can  never  be  tolerated  in  a  well- 
governed  city.  Therefore,  as  they  are  taught,  in 
their  wonderful  law,  the  mod  eafy  method  of  en- 
tering into  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  for  this  pur- 

*  This  is  not  the  fophift  under  whom  Julian  had  ftudied, 
and  to  whom  he  addrefled  Epiftle  XIX.  This,  no  doubt, 
was  the  chief  magiftrate  of  Edeffa,  the  capital  of  Ofrhoena, 
a  province  beyond  the  Euphrates  and  the  Tigris. 

LA  BLETERIE. 

About  the  fame  time  that  Julian  was  informed  of  the 
tumult  of  Alexandria,  he  received  intelligence  from  Edefla 
of  the  diforders  which  occaiioned  this  mandate.  GIBBON 

•j-  The  Arians  were  put  in  pofielfion  of  the  church  of 
Edeffa,  under  Conftantius.  They  mult  necefTarily  there- 
fore be  great  perfecutors  to  retain  it  under  Julian.  The 
Valentinians  derived  their  name  from  the  herefiarch  Va- 
lentinian,  who  lived  in  the  fecond  century  after  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  who,  by  a  mixture  of  the  gofpel,  of  Platonifm,  and 
the  theogony  of  Heliod,  formed  a  lyftem  fo  compounded^ 
fo  extravagant,  that  we  do  not  underftand  ir,  perhaps  he 
r!id  not  underftand  it  himfelf.  Some  remains  of  the 
Valentinians  ftill  exifted  in  the  Vth  century. 

LA  BJLETERIE. 

pofe 
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pofe  co-operating  with  them  *,  we  have  ordered  all 
the  wealth  of  the  church  of  the  EdeiTenes  f  to  be 
'  comifeated  and  given  to  o'ur  foldiers,  and  the  lands 
to  be  annexed  to  our  demefnes.  Thus  being  poor 
they  may  become  wife,  and  not  fail  of  that 
heavenly  kingdom  to  which  they  afpire  {. 

We  alfo  command  the  inhabitants  of  EdefTa  to 
refrain  from  all  tumults  and  feditions  §,  left,  if 
they  provoke  my  humanity,  you  yourfelf  fliould 
be  punifhed  for  the  public  diforders  by  exile,  fire, 
and  the  fword. 

Epiflle 

*  Julian  might  boaft  as  much  as  he  pleafed  of  not  being 
a  periecutor.  Thole  profane  and  cruel  railleries,  which 
fell  from  the  pen  of  the  fovereign,  were  in  themfelves  a 
cruel  perfecution,  and  mud  expofe  the  Chriftians  to  the 
fury  of  the  idolaters,  wherever  they  found  themfelves  the 
ftrongeft  In  order  to  ill-treat  thofe  who  are  not  of  their 
religion,  the  populace  only  wait  for  the  leaft  fignal  from 
the  prince,  and  frequently  not  even  for  that. 

LA  BLETERIE. 

f  The  effects  of  the  church  of  Edefla  were  probably 
returned  to  it  by  the  fucceffbrs  of  Julian.  At  leaii,  it  was 
very  rich  in  the  vth  century.  Ibid. 

\  Doubtlefs  Julian  refers  to  divers  texts  of  the  gofpels  ; 
perhaps  to  Matth.  v.  3.  Luke  vi.  20.  Matth.  xix.  21. 
or  fome  other  parallel  places.  But  tV.v  will  allow  him  to 
be  a  good  interpreter  of  fcripture,  or  that  he  deduces  right 
conclusions  from  it.  LARDNER. 

§  Thefe  divilions  might  perhaps  be  occasioned  by  the 
Arians  having  feized  the  church  and  its  revenues,  though, 
the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  was  inviolably  attached 
to  the  Catholic  faith.  It  is  notorious,  that,  nine  yean 
after  the  death  of  Julian,  in  the  reign  of  Valens,  the  bifhop, 
the  clergy,  and  the  laity,  ftriiflly  deferved  the  glorious  ti:!e 
of  confeflbrs.  The  women,  and  even  the  children,  fhared 
the  glory  of  this  co-nfeflion.  The  EdefTenes  pretended 
I  4  that 
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Epiftle  XLIV.     To  LIBANIUS  *. 

T)ECOVERINTG  lately  from  a  fevere  and 
-*-*'  dangerous  illncfs,  by  the  providence  of  the 
Supervifor  of  all  things,  your  letter  was  delivered 
to  me  on  the  day  that  I  firft  bathed.  Reading  it 
in  the  afternoon,  1  can  fcarce  exprefs  how  much 
it  confirmed  rae  in  my  opinion  of  your  pure  and 
difmterefted  benevolence,  of  which  I  wifh  I  were 
worthy,  that  I  may  not  difgrace  your  friendship. 
I  immediately  began  your  Epiftlcs  -j~,  but  could 
not  finilh  them :  thole  from  Antony  to  Alexander 
I  poftponed  to  the  next  day.  A  week  after,  my 
health,  by  the  providence  of  God,  improving  to 
my  with,  I  wrote  you  this.  May  you  be  pre- 
ferved,  my  moft  efteemed  and  beloved  brother, 
[by  God,  who  regards  all  things  !  may  I  fee  you, 
my  bed  friend  !  With  my  own  hand,  by  your 
fafety  and  my  own,  by  God  the  fuperiniendant 

that  their  city  had  the  honour  of  being  the  firft  that  dedi- 
cated itfelf  to  jefus  Chrift,  and  (hewed  in  their  archives  a 
letter  which  they  believed  to  have  been  written  to  one  of 
their  Icings  by  Jefus  Chrift  himielf  in  the  courfe  of  his 
mortal  lite,  We  may  judge  to  what  degree  Julian  hated 
them,  and  we  muft  no  longer  be  iurpriled  at  his  writing 
to  Ecebolus,  or  rather  to  the  whole  fenate  of  Edeffa,  fo 
bitter  and  fo  threatening  a  letter.  LA  BLETERIE. 

*  This,  in  one  MS.  is  addrefled  "  to  Prifcus." 
f  What  thefe  "  Epiftles"  were  we  know  not.     Pofiibly 
fome  in  aflumed  characters  (now  Ipft),  luch  exercifes  being 
common  with  this  lop^hiQ-. 

of 
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of  all  things,  I  have  written  what  I  think.  Ex- 
cellent man,  when  fhall  I  fee  and  embrace  you  ? 
For  now,  like  a  difappoimed  lover,  I  am  ena- 
moured even  of  your  name  *.] 


Epiftle  XLV.     To  ZENO  t- 

T>  ESIDES  many  other  proofs  of  your  having    A.  D. 

attained  the  fummit  of  the  medical  art,    to 
which  you  have  added  propriety  of  behaviour, 
good-nature,  and  regularity  of  life,  this  teftimony 
now  crowns  all,   your  having  turned  the  whole 
city  of  Alexandria  toxvards  you  in  your  abfence  ; 
fuch  a  fling,  like  a  bee,  you  have  left  behind  you. 
And  with  reafca  ;  for  Homer  well  obferves, 
A  wife  phyfician,  fkill'd  our  wounds  to  heal, 
Is  more  than  armies  to  the  public  weal  {. 
And  you  are  not  merely  a  phyfician,  but  alfo  a 
mafler  to  all  who  pradlife  phyfic,  fo  that  you  are 
to  phyficians  what  phyficians  are  to  others.     For 
this  reafon  you  are  re-called  from  exile,  and  with 
great  fplendor.    If  you  were  obliged  to  quit  Alex- 

*  The  words  between  [  ]  are  added  in  one  MS. 
f  Some  MSS.  give    Zeno  the  title  of  "  Chief  Phyfi- 
cian,"   ^*fxi"V)'   He  was,  it  appears,  a  celebrated  pro- 
fcffor  of  phyfic,    a   Pagan    without  doubt,  as  Julian   ex- 
prefles  to  him  fo  much  efteem  and  affection. 

LA  BLETERIE. 

t  II.  xi.  514.  Pope,  636.  The  words  of  Idomeneus  on 
Machaon.  It  is  necdlefs  to  obferve  that  the  ancient  phy- 
ficians were  furgeons, 

andria 
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andria  by  the  Georgian  *  faction,  as  the  procefs 
was  unjuft,  you  may  moil  juflly  return.  Return 
therefore  to  your  former  honour,  and  let  acknow- 
ledgements be  paid  to  us  by  both  ;  by  the  Alex- 
andrians for  reftoring  Zeno  to  them,  and  by  Zeno 
for  reftoring  to  him  the  Alexandrians. 


Epiftle  XLVI.    To  EUAGRIUS  f. 

J  INHERITED  from  my  grandmother  J  a  fmall 
-*•  eftate  in  Bithynia,  confiding  of  four  farms,  and 
with  it  I  reward  your  afic&ion  to  me.  It  is  too  incon- 
fiderable  to  elate  a  man  with  wealth,  or  to  confer 

*  George  had  equally  perfecuted  the  Catholics  and  the 
pagans.  He  muft  have  procured  by  furprife  fome  order  of 
Conflantius  to  banifli  Zeno  ;  for  if  George  had  only  driven 
him-  out  by  force,  this  phyfician,  fo  dear  to  the  city  of 
Alexandria,  would  not  have  waited  for  an  order  from  the 
fucceflbrof  Conftaatius  to  return  thither.  LA  BLETERIE. 

•j-  It  is  not  known  to  whom  this  Epiftle  is  addreffed.  It 
is  very  well  written  ;  neverthelefs,  it  is  tinctured  with  pe- 
dantry. Ibid. 

The  name  of  "  Euagrius"  occurs  in  the  index  to  Petau's 
edition.  J  have  therefore  added  it.  He  is  probably  the 
fame  who  is  mentioned  in  the  conclufion  of  the  xxxvmth 
Epiftle. 

Libanius  has  two  Epiftles  to  one  of  this  name,  and  men- 
tions him  in  feveral  others.  He  held,  it  appears,  fome 
office  under  the  government,  and  being  accuied  of  fome 
nufmanngement  in  it,  was  brought  to  trial,  but  was  ac- 
quitted by  the  intereft  of  Salluft,  whom  Libanius  thanks 
for  his  good  offices. 

\  In  the  Duties  of  a  Prieft,  p.  122,  Julian  mentions  his 
inheriting  the  whole  eftate  of  his  grand-mother,  which  had 
been  forcibly  with -held  from  him. 

felicity, 
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felicity,  but  its  endowments  are  by  no  means  un- 
plcafing,  as  you  may  judge  from  the  particulars. 
And  there  is  no  reafon  why  I  fliould  not  be  jocular 
to  you  who  abound  with  elegance  and  wit. 

It  is  twenty  ftadia  *  diftant  from  the  fea,  and  is 
therefore  undifturbed  by  trafficking  merchants  and 
clamorous  or  quarrelfome  failors.     Yet  it  is  not 
entirely  deftitute  of  the  graces  of  Nereus  ;  for  it 
can  always  fupply  a  gafping  fifh  frefh-caught,  and 
an  eminence  near  the  houfe  commands  a  view  of 
the  Propontic  fea,  the  iQands,  and  the  city  which 
bears  the  name  of  a  great  prince  f  ;  and  inftead 
of  being  difgufled  by  fea-weed,  and  various  other 
kinds  of  filth  that  {hall  be  namelefsj  which  are  often 
thrown  on  the  beach  and  the  fands,  ground-ivy, 
thyme,  and  other  aromatic  herbs,  will  afford  you 
a  conftant  regale.     When  with  tranquil  attention 
you  have  purfued  your  ftudies,  and  wifh  to  relax 
your  eyes,  the  profpeft  of  the  (hips  and  the  ocean 
is  delightful.      In  this  retirement  I  found  many 
charms  when  I  was  a  boy,  for  it  has  fountains  alfo 
far  from  dcfpicable,  a  beautiful  bath,  a  garden, 
and  an  orchard ;  and  when  I  grew  up,  I  was  flill 
fo  fond  of  it,  that  I  frequently  reforted  to  it,  and 
therefore  my  obtaining  it  feemed  a  fortunate  cir- 
cumftance.     It  affords  too  a  fmall  memorial  of  my 
agriculture,  a  fweet  and  fragrant  wine,  which  ig 

*  About  two  miles  and  a  half. 
f  Conftantinople. 

good 
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good  even  when  it  is  new  *.  In  fhort,  you  will 
there  fee  Bacchus  and  the  Graces.  The  grapes, 
both  when  they  hang  on  the  vines,  and  are  preffed 
into  the  vat,  are  as  odoriferous  as  rofes.  But  as 
foon  as  the  wine  is  in  the  caiks,  to  fpeak  in  the 
language  of  Homer,  it  is 

A  rill  of  nectar,  ftreaming  from  the  Gods  f. 

Why  then,  you  will  fay,  did  I  not  plant  many 
more  acres  with  fuch  vines  ?  Becaufe  I  was  not  a 
very  keen  huibandman  ;  and  befides,  as  mine  is  a 
temperate  cup,  and  the  neighbourhood  abounds 
vvith  nymphs,  I  provided  enough  for  myfelf  and 
my  few  male  friends.  Such  as  it  is,  my  dear  friend, 
you  will  now  accept  it  :  however  trifling  the 

*  In  the  original,  Oux*  avai^fwlas  T»  /raja  T»  XPO»H  :rp<rXa?«)>, 
literally,  "  not  waiting  to  receive  any  thing  from  time." 
But  the  Latin  tranflator  has  affixed  a  meaning  no  lefs  op- 
pofite  to  the  intention  of  Julian,  than  to  fad  and  obfer- 
vation  :  neque  temfor  is  dittturnitaic  vitii  quicquam  ajjumit. 
Though  our  Imperial  author  was  no  votary  of  Bacchus, 
his  "  cup"  (as  he  fays)  being  **  temperate"  (m$»x»oj),  he 
muft  have  known,  and  meant  to  intimate,  that,  in  general, 
old  wine  is  proverbially  good,  and  vice  verfa.  A  nt=w  friend^ 
fays  the  wife  Ion  of  Sirach,  is  like  new  luine  ;  ivben  it  ii  olJt 
ikon  Jbalt  drink  it  with  pleafure,  Eccl.  ix.  10. 

f   Te  «*!agos  E>-»»  arop,;w|.      OJyJJ~.    IX.  359.  POPE,  426. 

The  elogium  of  Polyphemus  on  the  rich  Maronean 
wine  given  him  by  Ulyfles.  ••  This  wine  alfo,  like  that  of 
Julian, 

Brcath'd  aromatic  fragrances  around,  ver.  (210.)    245. 

Julian,  it  appears,  had  fcveral  female  friends  whom  he 
cccafionally  mentions,  viz.  Areta,  Theodora,  Enodia,  &c. 
but  here,  to  avoid  any  mifconftrudion,  he  takes  particular 
care  to  fpecify,  that  though  "  there  were  many  nymphs 
•*  there"  (v»\v  T«»  ntfu,  &  in»),  thofe  whom  he  entertained 
were  '«  a  few  of  the  other  fex"  (oX,^,,  ft  tf4  T9 
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prefent,  it  is  pleafing  to  a  friend  both  to  give  and 
receive,  *'  from  houfe  to  houfe,"  according  to  the 
wife  Pindar  *. 

This  is  a  hafty  epiftle,  written  by  lamp-light. 
Whatever  therefore  may  be  its  faults,  do  not  cri- 
ticife  them  with  the  feverity  of  one  orator  towards 
another  f. 


Epiftle  XLVII.     To  the  Inhabitants  of 
THRACE  j. 


O  a  prince  who  was .  avaricious  your  requefl 
-!•  would  feern  tmreafonable,  nor  fhould  the 
public  revenue  ever  be  injured  through  any  favour 
to  individuals.  But  as  it  is  our  view  not  to  cbllcft 
from  our  fubjech  as  much  as  poffible,  but  rather 
to  do  them  the  utmoft  poffible  good,  we  remit 
you  what  is  due.  Not  indeed  the  whole,  but  it 
(hall  be  divided ;  one  moiety  you  (hall  retain, 
and  the  other  (hall  be  given  to  the  foldiers.  Of 

*  O»xo9»  cm«J».  I  have  not  found  thefe  words  in  Pindar. 
If  I  have  fearched  well,  it  muft  be  fuppofed  that  Julian 
took  them  from  one  of  the  works  of  that  poet  which  has 
not  been  tranfmitted  to  us.  LA  BLETERIE. 

M.  de  la  Bleterie  has  not  "  fearched  well."  They  arc 
both  in  the  vit'h  and  viith  Olympics. 

f  This  conclufioa  favours  more  of  the  author  than  the 
prince.  Ibid. 

\  He  remits  them  the  arrears  of  taxes  till  a  certain 
time,  namely,  till  the  third  indi&ion,  or  levy,  which  be- 
gan in  the  year  of  ChriH;,  359.  This  ufed  to  be  flyled 
•'  an  indulgence."  See  CW.  ?/><•«</.  t.  JLI,  tit.  1%.  De  indul- 
,  •  FETA?. 

this 
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this  no  iuconfiderable  part  will  alfo  be  yours,  as 
they  preferve  you  in  peace  and  fafety.  We  remit 
you  therefore,  till  the  third  indicium  *,  all  that  is 
inarrear;  after  that,  you  muft  pay  it  as  ufual. 
For  what  we  have  remitted  to  you  is  fully  fuffi- 
cient ;  and  the  public  revenue  we  muft  not  im- 
pair. I  have  written  on  this  fubjedt  to  the  pre- 
fects, that  the  favour  intended  you  may  have  its 
full  effeft. 

I  pray  the  Gods  always  to  preferve  you  -)% 

*  The  name  and  ufe  of  the  indiftions,  whirh  ferve  to 
afcertain  the  chronology  of  the  middle  ages,  were  derived 
from  the  regular  pradice  of  the  Roman  tributes.  The 
Emperor  fubtcribed  with  his  own  hand,  and  in  purple  ink, 
the  folemn  edi&,  or  indi&ion,  which  was  fixed  up  in  the 
principal  city  of  each  diocefe,  during  two  months  previous 
to  the  firft  day  of  September.  And,  by  a  very  eafy  con- 
neclion  of  ideas,  the  word  "  indiclion"  was  transferred  to 
the  meaiure  of  tribute  which  it  prefcribed,  and  to  the 
annual  term  which  it  allowed  for  the  payment. 

The  proportion,  which  every  citizen  mould  be  obliged  to 
contribute  for  the  public  iervice,  was  afccrtained  by  an 
accurate  ccnfits,  or  furvey,  and  from  the  well-known  period 
of  the  indidtions  there  is  realbn  to  believe  that  this  dif- 
ficult and  expensive  operation  was  repeated  at  the  regular 
tlillance  of  fifteen  years.  The  cycle  of  indicYions,  which 
may  be  traced  as  high  as  the  reign  of  Conitantius,  or 
perhaps  of  his  father  Conflantine,  is  {till  employed  bv  the? 
papal  court  ;  but  the  commencement  of  their  year  has  been 
very  wil'dy  altered  to  the  firft  of  January.  GIBBON, 

f  This  fentence  is  added  in  one  MS. 
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Epiftle  XLV1II.    To* 


*  *  * 


MY  body  is  on  many  accounts  in  an  indifferent 
flare  of  health  * ;  my  mind,  however,  is 
pretty  well.  An  epiftle  from  one  friend  to  ano- 
ther cannot,  I  thinS}  have  a  better  preface.  Of 
what  then  does  this  preface  cpnfilt?  Of  a  pe- 
tition, I  fuppofc.  For  what  ?  An  epiftolary  cor- 
refpondence;  which,  I  hope,  will  confirm  my 
wifhes,  and  bring  me  intelligence  of  )*our  health 
and  happinefs. 


Epiftle  XL1X.     To  ARSACIUS,  High-pried 
of  Galatia  f . 

r  I  AIIAT  Hellenifm  J  does  not  yet  fucceed  as  \ve    A.  D. 
•*-     vvifh  is  owing  to  its  profeflbrs.     The  gifts   or3^', 
of  the  Gods  are  indeed  great  and  fplendid,  and  far 

fuperior 

*  From  this  and  feveral  other  pafiages,  which  the  reader 
rrmft  have  obferved,  it  appears,  that  Julinn  had  frequent 
returns  of  illnefs,  owing  probably  to  his  great  andconftant 
fatigue  of  mind  and  body,  and  to  his  rigid  manner  of  life. 

f  This  pontiff  is  not  kcov\  n.  I  imagine  this  Epiftle  was 
written,  at  thelboneft,  towards  the  end  of  the  year  362,  as 
it  luppoies  that  foine  time  had  been  employed  in  endeavour- 
ing to  re-c&ablifh  Hclienilro.  Sozomen  aud  M.  Fleury  have 
thought  Uic  whole  worth  beiug  inierted  in  their  Eecleliaftical 
Hilio^y^  Indeed  it  would  be  impoilible  to  produce  a  more- 
honourable  and  Icfs  fafpicious  teftimony  in  favour  of  our 
religion.  Bit  I  will  not  deprive  the  reader  of  the  pleafure 

of 
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fnperior  to  all  our  hopes,  to  all  our  wilhes.    For 

(be  Nemefis  propitious  to  my  words !)  net  long 
•ago  no  one  dared  to  hope  for  fuch  and  fo  great  a 
change  in  fo  ihort  a  time.  But  why  (hould  we  be- 
fatisfied  with  this,  and  not  rather  attend  to  the 
means  by  which  this  impiety  §  has  increafed, 
namely,  humanity  to  Grangers,  care  in  burying  the 
dead,  and  pretended  fancrity%f  life  ?  All  thefe,  I 
think,  fliould  be  really  praftifed  by  us. 

It  is  not  fufficient  for  you  only  to  be  blamelefs. 
Intreat  or  compell  all  the  priefts  that  are  in  Galatia 
to  be  alfo  virtuous.  If  they  do  not,  with  their 
wives,  children,  and  fervants,  attend  the  worfhip 
of  the  Gods,  expel  1  them  from  the  prieftly  function  ; 
and  alfo  forbear  to  converfe  with  the  fervants, 

of  making  himfelf  all  the  ufeful  reflections  which  the  pe- 
rufal  of  this  piece  iupplies.  LA  BLETERIE. 

The  paftoral  letters  of  Julian,  if  we  may  ufe  that  name, 
ftill  reprefent  a  very  curious  Iketch  of  his  wifhes  and  in- 
tentions. GIBBON. 

I  Tliis  xvas  the  ftyle  at  that  time.  Hettenifm  is  Hea- 
theniiin,  or  Gentilifm.  And  Heathens  are  called  Hellenes^ 
and  Hellenifts,  by  our  Eccleliaiucal  hiftorians,  Socrates, 
Sozomen,  and  Theodoret,  efpecially  in  their  hiftory  of 
Julian's  reign.  LARDNER. 

§  A  fmgular  kind  of  impl-jty,  which  renders  man  the 
friend  of  man,  and  makes  him  pracYiie  all  virtues  !  To 
charge  good  men  with  hypocriiy  is  the  xifual  refource  of 
extravagant  prejudice  and  vvickednefs.  Julian,  with  all  his 
genius,  did  not  and  would  not  fee  that  a  fociety,  fo  nu- 
merous as  the  Chritlians  then  were,  does  not  carry  on  and 
,  cannot  even  conceive  fuch  a  defign.  Hypocrify  will  never 
be  a  popular  vice.  The  multitude,  be  it  what  it  may,  is 
always  honcft.  LA  BJ.ETERIE, 

children 
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children,  and  wives,  of  the  Galileans  *,  who  ere 
impious  towards  the  Gods,  and  prefer  impiety  to 
religion.  Admonilh  alfo  every  pricft  not  to  fre- 
quent the  theatre,  nor  to  drink  in  taverns,  nor  to 
exercife  any  trade  or  employment  tluit  ii  mean  and 
difgraceful.  Thofc  who  obey  you,  honour  ;  and 
thofe  who  difobcy  you,  expel  U  Ere  61  alfo  hof- 
pitnls  in  every  city,  that  ftrangcrs  may  partake  our 
benevolence  ;  and  not  only  thole  of  our  own  re- 
ligion, but,  if  they  are  indigent,  others  alfo. 

How  thcfe  expences  arc  to  be  defrayed  muft 
now  be  confidered.  I  have  ordered  Galatia  to  fup- 
ply  you  with  thirty-thoufand  buihels  of  wheat  -f- 
every  year  ;  of  which  the  fifth  part  is  to  be  given 

*    A>.?.«    BMCIMC    T    >    OlXl'itfl',    »    WIMP,    tl    T»lt  T*\&Xl 


*.  T.  *.  I  h:ive  attempted  a  new  truncation  of  ;h:s  paflage, 
hoi  being  fatbfied  with  any  other  \\hich  I  hr-.ve  met  with. 
In  Spanheim's  edition  the  Latin  vcriion  is,  ne  pat-amwr 
J'ci'voS)  fiitt  filics^  nut  conjures  GaliltCui'um  imp'fg  in  Deos  J'e 
genre,  ei  impietatem  pie  tail  pra-poiiere.  And  much  to  the 
^.me  pr.rpoic  is  the  Latin  tranilation  of  this  Epiftle  in 
Sozomen,  marie  by  Valefnis,  which  would  be  commanding 
every  Heathen  priel>  and  his  family  to  become  periecurors  ; 
which  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  be  probable.  Cave,  in  the 
introdnition  to  his  Hiftory  of  the  Fathers  of  the  ivth^cen- 
tnrv,  p.  ^4..  *'  not  luftering  their  fervants,  children,  or 
**  wives,  to  be  Galileans,  who  arc  defpilers  of  the  God  =  , 
"  and  prefer  impiety  before  religion,"  which  cannot  be 
fight.  For  it  is  a  tautology,  faying  over  again  the  fame 
Thing  which  had  been  faid  jufl  before.  And  yet  Bleterie's 
tranilation  is  much  to  the  fame  purpofc  :  s'ih  fenfire  nt  </*•*; 
tturfanrilfe  tie  ces  irtflcs  di  Gallic^:;.  LA?.  D:.;  .-'.. 

I  have  adopted  this  contraction. 

t  The  Latin  and  French  tranflations  add  here  *'  and 
**  llxty-thoufand  j\\Mar:l  (or  feptlcrs)  of  wine,"  words,  for 
x-.liich  tlicre  i=  no  authority  in-petau*f  or  Spanheim'*  eili 

VOL.  II.  K  to 
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to  the  poor  who  attend  on  the  priefts,  and  the 
remainder  to  be  distributed  among  Grangers  and 
our  own  beggars.  For  when  none  of  the  Jews  beg, 
and  the  impious  Galileans  relieve  both  their  own 
poor  and  ours,  it  is  {hameful,  that  ours  {hould  be 
deftitute  of  our  affiftance  *. 

Teach  therefore  the  Gentiles  to  contribute  to 
fuch  minifterial  functions,  and  the  Gentile  villages 
to  offer  to  the  Gods  their  firft-fruits.  Accuftom 
them  to  fuch  acts  of  benevolence,  and  inform  them 
that  this  was  of  old  the  regal  office.  For  Homer 
puts  thefe  words  into  the  mouth  of  Eumseus : 
• It  never  was  our  guife 

To  flight  the  poor,  or  aught  humane  defpife  ; 

For  Jove  unfolds  our  hofpitable  door, 

'Tis  Jove  that  fends  the  ftranger  and  the  poor  f. 
Let  us  not  fuffer  others  to  emulate  our  good 
actions,  while  we  ourfelves  are  difgraced  by  floth  J, 

left 

*  Julian  beheld  with  envy  the  wife  and  humane  regu- 
gulations  of  the  church,  and  he  very  frankly  confefles  his 
intention  to  deprive  the  Chriftians  of  the  applaufe,  as  well 
as  advantage,  which  they  had  acquired  by  ths  exclufive 
practice  of  charity  and  benevolence.  GIBBON. 

£e;  the  conclulion  of  the  Duties  of  a  Prieft,  Vol.  I. 
p.  142,  &c. 

f  OdyfT.  XIV.  56.  Pope,  65.  This  paflage  is  quoted 
by  Mr.  Harris,  on  the  fubjecl  of  the  Arabian  hofpitality. 
See  his  Philological  'Enquiries ,  part  III.  ch.  7. 

\  Who  doubts  but  that,  before  Chriftianity  appeared  in 
the  world,  the  Pagans  performed  fome  humane  actions, 
and  that  fome  among  them  practifed  fome  moral  virtues  ? 
But  it  was  not  as  Pagans,  it  was  as  men  that  they  prac- 
tilcd  them  :  In  that  they  only  followed  the  impreffions  of 
the  law  and  religion  of  nature.  It  waj  becauie  the  cor- 
ruption 
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rnption  of  the  heart,  the  flrange  idea  which  the  idolaters, 
at  leaft  the  people,  formed  of  the  divinity,  and  that  mou- 
itrous  collection  of  fenfelefs  opinions,  of  fcandalous  tra- 
ditions, and  of  ridiculous  ftiperftitions,  in  which  Paganifm 
confided,  had  not  abfolutely  extinguifhed  the  light  which 
Jliinetb  in  darknefi. 

The  Pagans  had  a  morality,  but  Paganifm  had  none.  It 
is  no  lefs  abfurd  to  appropriate  virtues  to  it,  as  Julian  does, 
than  it  would  be  to  afcribe  to  infidelity  fome  virtuous 
actions,  of  no  confequence,  which  efcape  from  infidels. 
Suppofmg  that  they  have  fome  probity,  it  is  from  temper, 
from  intereft,  from  caprice,  becaufe  they  are  men,  and 
often  becaufe  they  have  preferved  fome  remains  of  a  Chrif- 
tian  education.  This  epiftle  of  Julian  fhews,  how  many 
virtues,  even  thofe  which  by  thepleafure  that  attends  their 
.practice  carry  with  them  their  reward,  were  rare  among 
the  Pagans.  Could  the  finger  of  God  be  miftaken  in  a  re- 
ligion which  renders  all  virtues  common  ;  which,  founded 
alfo  on  all  the  proofs  of  which  a  facl  is  fufceptible,  brings 
into  the  world  a  fyftem  of  morality  the  moil  perfect  that 
can  poffibly  be  imagined,  fupports  it  by  the  moft  powerful 
motives  and  examples,  regulates  even  the  moft  fecret  mo- 
tions of  our  fouls;  in  a  word,  which  re-eftablifh.es,  un- 
folds, and  perfects  the  principles  of  the  law  of  nature, 
almoft  effaced  in  the  minds  of  men,  and  ftill  more  in  their 
hearts  ? 

Let  us  judge  of  the  neceffity  of  Chriftianity  by  the 
horrid  crimes  which  were  committed,  and  are  ftill  com- 
mitted, in  the  beft-governed  Pagan  nations.  To  the  dif- 
grace  of  Philofophy,  it  will,  for  inftance,  be  always  true 
to  fay,  that  mankind  are  indebted  to  the  gofpel  of  Jefus 
Chrift  for  the  abolition  of  the  barbarous  cuftom  of  ex« 
pofing  infants.  In  this  refpe&  the  moft  favage  Animals  rife 
•up  in  judgement,  even  at  the  tribunal  of  reafon,  againft 
the  Greek,  the  Roman,  and  the  Chinefe. 

To  deprive  our  religion  of  a  glory  which  is  peculiar  to 
it  it  would  be  ufelefs  to  fay,  that  Mahometanifm  has  been 
equally  ferviceable  to  humanity.  Who  knows  not,  that 
this  falfe  religion  fuppofes  and  acknowledges  the  million  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  is  only  a  corruption  of  Chriftianity  and 
Judaifm  ?  No  one  can  deny,  that  the  Chriftian  religion  has 
at  leaft  fweetened  the  manners,  civilifed  the  barbarous 
people  who  have  embraced  it,  enlightened,  as  to  his  duties, 
K  2  the 
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left  b)r  negligence  we  lofe  our  reverence  for  thte 
Gods.  If  I  hear  that  you  pra&ife  this,  I  {hall 
overflow  with  joy. 

Vifit  the  dukes  *  feldom  at  their  houfes,  but 
\vrite  to  them  often.  Whenever  they  enter  a  city, 
let  none  of  the  priefts  go  to  meet  them  ;  but  when 
they  refort  to  the  temples,  let  them  be  received 
within  the  vcftibule.  When  they  enter,  let  none  of 

the  rudeft  pagan,  diffufed  every  where  fome  delicacy  of 
confcience,  and,  even  among  thofe  whom  it  does  not  alter, 
a  tincture  of  probity.  A  Chriftian,  moderately  inftructed, 
and  of  common  virtue,  knows  more  in  point  of  morality, 
and  is  morephilofophicai  than  a  philo'fopher'.  Thofe  who, 
like  Julian,  but  with  lels  fplendor  than  he,  have  aban- 
-doned  the  Chriftian  religion,  are  more  indebted  to  that 
religion  than  they  imagine.  They,  as  well  as  Julian,  are 
indebted  to  it  for  the  exacteft  and  pureft  notions  of  certain 
moral  virtues.  It  is  from  that  that  fome  have  retained 
thofe  maxims  of  rigid  probity  of  which  they  would  net 
have  made  parade,  if  Chriftianity  had  not  given  them  re- 
putation. It  has  already  been  faid,  that  if,  which  is  im- 
poffible,  the  gofpel  were  falfe,  it  would  be  for  the  intereft  of 
mankind  to  believe  it  true.  LA  BLETERIE. 

*  Or  commanders  of  the  troops.  See  note  on  Epiftle 
XXVlII,p.  73.  Julian,  in  what  follows,  feems  very  attentive 
to  the  dignity  of  the  priefthood,  by  endeavouring  to  prevent 
thofe  who  were  ordained  to  any  holy  office  from  degene- 
rating into  mere  fecular  .politicians,  party  zealots,  and 
danglers  at  the  levees  (as  we  now  call  them)  of  the  great. 
What  fo  proper  to  imprefs  them  with  a  juft  opinion  of  their 
own  rank  and  importance  as  to  forbid  their  mixing  in 
popular  aflemblies  and  tumultuous  proceffions,  even  when. 
intended  to  give  honour  where  honour  was  due,  and  pay- 
ing idle  or  even  ceremonious  vifits,  and  rather  to  confine 
them  within  the  precincts  of  their  own  temples,  where, 
without  offence,  they  had  an  undoubted  precedence  ?  Jn 
the  Duties  of  a  Prieft,  in  like  manner,  the  priefrs  are  al- 
lowed to  ««  vifit  the  d  ;kes  and  prefects."  See  Vol.  I.  p.  138. 

their 
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their  guards  precede  them;  but  let  who  will  Fol- 
low them.  For  as  foon  as  they  enter  the  door  of 
the  temple,  they  become  private  perfons.  You 
yourfelf,  you  well  know,  have  a  right  to  precede 
all  who  are  within  it,  that  being  agreeable  to  the 
divine  law.  Thofe  who  are  truly  pious  will  obey 
you,  and  none  will  oppofe  you  but  the  proud, 
oflematious,  and  vain-glorious. 

I  am  ready  to  affift  the  people  of  Peflinus  *,  if 
they   can  render   the  Mother  of  the  Gods  pro- 
pitious to  them.    But  if  they  negleft  her,  they 
will  not  only  be  culpable,  but,  which  is  more  harfli 
to  fay,  will  incur  my  difpleafure  f . 
No  law  requires  that  they  my  care  fhould  prove, 
Or  pity,  hated  by  the  powers  above  {. 

There- 

*   See  EpiiUe  XXI.  p.  43. 

f  An  ungenerous  diftinctibh  was  admitted  into  the  mind 
of  Julian,  that,  according  to  the  difference  of  their  re- 
ligious fentiments,  one  part  of  his  fubjedls  deferved  his 
favour  and  friendfliip,  while  the  other  was  entitled  only  to 
the  common  benefits  that  his  juilice  could  not  refufe  to  an 
obedient  people.  GIBBON. 

}  See  Odyff.  X.  73.  What  Julian  fays  here  does  not 
feem  to  agree  with  the  order  which  he  has  jufl  given  to 
eftablifh  fome  hofpitals,  where  all  might  be  received,  Chrif. 
tians  as  well  as  Pagans.  This  contradiction,  if  fuch.  it 
were,  would  not  have  been  the  only  one  of  which  he  had 
been  guilty.  But  it  is  only  apparent.  The  duties  of  hu- 
manity are  ftriclly  juft.  They  are  obligatory  with  regard 
to  all  men.  But  favours  are  due  to  none ;  and  it  was  fome 
favour  that  the  inhabitants  of  Peflinus  had  afked  of  the 
Emperor.  LA  B  LEI  ERIE. 

Thefe  two  lines,  which  Julian  has  changed  and  perverted, 

in  the  true  fpirit  of  a  bigot,  are  taken   from  the  fpeech  of 

vtohis,   when  he  refufes  to  grant  UlyiTes  a'frelh  fupply  of 

K,  3  winds t 
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Therefore  affure  them,  that,  if  they  wi(h  for 
my  protection,  all  the  people  rauft  fupplicate  the 

r_  Jt  _   /"•  _  J_ 


Mother  of  the  Gods. 


Epiftle  L.     To  ECDTCIUS,    Praefeft   of 

•'Egypt  *• 


tel1  me  my  dream  t>"  %s  th 

•*•     verb.     But  I  am  going  to  tell  you  what 
you  have  feen  waking.    The  Nile,  I  am  informed, 

has 

winds.     Libanius  (Orat.  Parent,  c.  59.  p.  286.)  attempts  to 
juftify  this  partial  behaviour  by  an  apology,  in  which  per- 
fecution  peeps  through  the  rrialk  of  candour.         GIBBON, 
The  lines  in  Homer  are, 

Ov  yst.3  JAG*  Sff-u?  «r*  XO/AI£/*E»,   s5'  *7roffEf*r£»y 
A»fya,  T'  o?  xt  Ssonrir  aTrt^&rlflH  pa.y.a,%tacrii. 

His  baneful  fuit  pollutes  thefe  bleis'd  abodes, 
Whofe  faith  proclaims  him  hateful  to  the  Gods. 

POPE,  8$. 

Julian  has  altered  them  thus,  at  the  expence  of  a  falfe 
quantity,  and  a  jingle  : 

Ou  yap  /xci  ^fjiu;  IT*  XSIXJ^E/ASI',  >)'  iXta^wy 
AvJf  *?»   ot  xa»  Oioitm  avfyJoutT'  et^euetlotffH* 

In  the  I  a  ft  word,  probably,  his  memory  might  deceive 
him,  as  oc-7n^uv\»i  /xaxags3-s-»»  would  have  fuited  his  purpofe 
and  metre  as  well.  The  other  alterations  (*ai  perhaps  ex-t 
cepteo!)  muft  have  been  intentional. 

*  This  Epiftle  is  a  good  piece  of  pleafantry  on  the  negli* 
gence  of  Ecdicius.  That  governor,  I  fancy,  would  rather 
have  received  a  ferious  reprimand.  Nothing  was  more 
jnterefting  to  the  Emperor  and  the  empire  than  an  account 
of  how  many  cubits  the  Nile  had  rilen  in  the  autumnal 
folflice,  as  on  that  depended  the  fertility  of  y£gypt,  and 
the  fubfiftence  of  Conftantinople.  Where  the  waters  rofe 
too  much,  or  too  little,  the  lands  could  not  be  fown. 
^  If  the  increafe,"  fays  Pliny,  (/.  v.  c.  9.)  "  be  only 

*'  twelve 
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has  rifen  feveral  cubits,  and  overflowed  a'l  /Egypt. 
If  you  wifh  to  know  the  number,  it  was  fifteen 
on  the  twentieth  of  September.  This  intelligence 
J  received  from  Theophilus,  pnefeft  of  the  camps. 
If  you  had  not  heard  it  before,  rejoice  at  hearing 
it  now  from  me. 

"  twelve  cubits,  the  province  is  afflidled  with  famine  ;  if 
*'  it  be  only  thirteen,  it  ftill  fuffers.  Fourteen  give  joy  ; 
"  fifteen  fafety;  fixteen  abfolute  plenty."  The  Nile  fwells 
from  the  middle  of  July  to  the  folftice.  When  it  is  at  its 
greateft  height,  the  canals  are  opened,  to  let  it  in  upon 
the  lands.  It  returns  to  its  bed  in  the  month  of  No- 
vember. The  feeds  are  then  fown.  The  corn  is  reaped  in 
May.  LA  &LETERIE. 

The  cubit,  by  which  the  rifmg  .of  the  Nile  in  ./Egypt 
was  meafured,  had  been  ufually  lodged  in  the  temple  of 
Serapis  [at  Alexandria],  Conftantine  removed  it  into  a 
Chriftian  church.  But  Julian  ordered  it  to  be  replaced  in 
the  temple  of  Serapis.  His  flattie  and  temple  having  been 
demolifhed,  by  order  of  Theodofius  I.  in  the  year  391,  it 
was  given  out  by  the  Gentiles  that  the  Nile  would  no 
longer  overflow.  Neverthelefs  it  rofe  the  following  y«nr 
to  an  uncommon  height.  The  cubit  was  then  again  re- 
flored  to  the  Chriftians.  LARDNER. 

Thales,  the  Milefian,  accounted  for  the  inundation  of 
this  river  by  the  Etefian  winds  blowing  againft  the  mouth 
of  it  at  that  feafon.  But  the  fame  would  probably  then 
happen  to  other  rivers  where  the  like  winds  are  known  to 
blow.  The  true  caufe  is  probably  the  melting  of  the  fnows 
on  the  mountains  of  Ethiopia,  when  the  fun  comes  over 
them.  Yet  thefe  winds  may  contribute  to  make  the  over- 
flow more  regular  and  lafling,  as  they  are  an  equal  balance 
to  the  waters,  and  prevent  their  running  into  the  fea  after 
thefe  have  fufficiently  fertilifed  the  land. 

t  T»  crov  ova*  <ro»  Jmyttyxsn,  "  I  tell  you  your  dream."  That 
is,  **  I  tell  you  what  you  yourfelf  know  better  than  I." 
In  Suidas  this  proverb  is  quoted  from  fome  unknown  au- 
thor, and  alfo  in  Plato  DC  Republ.  I.  yiii.  It  feems  derived 
from  thofe  who  confult  interpreters  of  dreams  ;  whom  fome 
alfo  require  to  guefs  what  they  have  dreamed.  ERASMUS. 

K  4  Epiftle 
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Epiftle  LI.     To  the  ALEXANDRIANS  *. 

TF  your  city  had  had  any  other  founder,  any  one 
A  Ojr  thofe.who,  tranfgreffing  their  own  laws  f, 
had  juftly  fullered  punifhment  for  leading  a  wicked 
life,  anc|  introducing  a  new  doctrine,  a  new  re- 
ligion, even  then  it  would  have  been  unreafonable 
for  you  to  wifli  for  Athanafius,  But  now,  as  the 
founder  of  your  city  is  Alexander  },  and  your 
ruler  and  tutelar  deity  king  Serapis,  with  the 
virgin  his  aflbciate,  and  the  queen  of  all  ./Egypt, 
Jfis,  *  *  *  *,  you  do  not  aft  like  a  healthy  city, 
but  the  difterapered  part  dares  to  arrogate  the 

*  The  Catholics,  who  were,  without  doubt,  the  moil 
numerous,  prefented,  in  the  name  of  the  city,  a  petition 
to  the  Emperor,  requefting  the  repeal  of  the  order  which 
he  had  iffiied  againft  Atbariafihs.  The  Emperor  aniwers 
their  petition  by  this  new  Edict.  M.  Fleuiy  quotes  the 
whole  of  it.  LA  BLETERIE. 

f  Thole  whom  Julian  here  treats  as  apoftates  (a  re- 
proach llrange  enough  in  his  mouth),  had  not  abandoned 
the  God  of  their  fathers,  to  run  after  tfrange  gods.  They 
believed  in  the  fecond  revelation,  which  was  only  the 
objeft,  the  fequel,  and  the  accomplifhment  of  the  firft. 
By  dying  for  the  doctrine  of  their  matter,  they  have  proved 
that  they  were  not  deceivers.  The  proofs  of  the  fact  which 
determined  them  to  embrace  it  are  of  fuch  a  nature,  that 
it  is  impofliMe  for  them  to  have  been  deceived.  Could 
Julian  allege  anything  fimilar  in  juilification  of  his  change? 
He  has  here  given  us  a  very  remarkable  fketch  of  his 
realbns  in  the  pathetic  difcouri'e  which  he  addrefTes  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Alexandria.  Ibid. 

I  See  Epiftle  X.  note  f ,  p.  20. 

name 
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name  of  the  whole.  By  the  Gods,  men  of  Alex- 
andria, I  am  afhamed,  that  any  of  you  fhould 
avow  himfelf  a  Galilean. 

The  anceftors  of  the  Hebrews  were  formerly 
{laves  to  the  ./Egyptians.  But  now,  men  of  Alex- 
andria, you,  the  conquerors  of -/Egypt  (for  ./Egypt 
was  conquered  by  your  founder),  fuftain  a  volun- 
tary fervitude  to  the  defpiters  of  your  national 
rites,  in  oppofuion  to  your  ancient  laws  * ;  not  re- 
colle&ing  your  former  happinefs,  when  all  ./Egypt 
had  communion  with  the  Gods  f,  and  enjoyed 
many  bleffings.  But  tell  me,  what  advantage  J 
Jias  accrued  to  your  city  from  thofe  who  now  in- 
troduce among  you  a  new  religion  ?  Your  founder 
was  that  pious  man  §  Alexander  of  Macedon,  who 

did 

*  The  Hebrews  were  fubjefted  to  the  ancient  kings  of 
JF.gypt  ;  the  Alexandrians  therefore  ought  to  prefer  the 
Greek  religion  to  the  do&rine  of  the  Apoftles  :  What  a 
iingular  complication  of  bad  arguments  i  LA  BLETERIE. 

f  If  they  recollected  it,  they  recolledled  but  little  of  it. 

Iblth 

Juliaq  makes  intercommunity  the  diftinguifhing  cha- 
rader  of  the  Pagan  religion.  For  the  Imperial  fopfaUfc, 
writing  to  the  people  of  Alexandria,  and  upbraiding  them 
with  having  forlaken  the  religion  of  their  country,  in  order 
to  aggravate  the  charge,  iniinuatcs  them  to  be  guilty  of  in- 
gratitude, as  having  forgotten  "  thofe  happy  times  when 
"  all  yEgypt  worfllipped  the  Gods  in  common''  (j)»ix«  n» 

.««»>wn«).  V/AHBURTO.V, 

t  The  Chriftian  religion  does  not  promife  temporal 
bleffings ;  but,  if  men  practife  ir,  they  will  be  as  happy  as 
they  can  be  on  earth.  LABLEIERTE. 

§  In  matters  of  religion,  what  authority  was  that  of 
Alexander  ?  What  conquefts  were  his,  compared  to  thofe 

of 
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did  not,  by  Jove,  referable  any  one  of  thefe,  or 
any  of  the  Hebrews,  who  far  excelled  them. 
Even  Ptolemy,  the  fon  of  Lagus  *,  was  alfo  fu> 
perior  to  them.  As  to  Alexander,  if  he  had  en- 
countered, he  would  have  endangered,  even  the 
Romans.  What  then  did  the  Ptolemies,  who  fuc- 
ceeded  your  founder?  Educating  your  city,  like 
their  own  daughter,  from  her  infancy,  they  did 
not  bring  her  to  maturity  by  the  difcourfes  of  Jefus, 
nor  did  they  conftruct  the  form  of  government 
with  which  flie  is  now  bleffed  by  the  doftrine  of 
the  odious  Galileans. 

Thirdly,  after  the  Romans  became  its  matters, 
taking  it  from  the  bad  government  of  the  Ptole- 
mies -f,  Auguftus  vifited  your  city,  and  thus  ad- 
dreffed  the  citizens :  "  Men  of  Alexandria,  I  ac- 
"  quit  your  city  of  all  blame,  out  of  regard  to 
"  the  great  God  Serapis,  and  alfo  for  the  fake  of. 
"  the  people  and  the  grandeur  of  the  city.  A 
•'  third  caufe  of  my  kindnefs  to  you  is  my  friend 

of  the  Apoftles  ?  I  beg  the  reader  to  recolleS  that  pafTage 
in  the  epiftle  to  Themiftius  (p.  24..),  where  Julian  raifes 
Socrates  above  Alexander ;  and  to  determine  whether  the 
juft  reafons  which  he  has  given  for  preferring  the  former 
are  not  infinitely  more  ftriking  and  decisive  in  favour  of 
the  difciples  of  Jefus  Chrift.  Here  Julian  fpeaks  like  a 
true  fophift.  Ke  was  well  acquainted  with  Alexander, 
and  would  not  have  wiftied  to  rcfemble  him  in  every  thing. 

LA  BLETERIE. 

*  Ptolemy,  the  fon  of  Lagus,  was  one  of  the  generals 
.of  Alexander,  who  (hared  his  empire.  He  founded  the 
kingdom  of  yEgypt.  Ibid. 

f  The  family  of  the  Lsgides  terminated  in  the  perfon 
of  Cleopatra,  after  having  reigned  300  years.  Ibid. 

"  Areus." 
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(C  Areus  *."  This  Areus,  the  companion  of  Au- 
guflus  £a»far,  and  a  philofopher,  was  your  fellow- 
citizen. 

The  particular  favours  conferred  upon  your  city 
by  the  Olympic  Gods  were,  in  (hort,  fuch  as  thefe. 
Many  more,  not  to-  be  prolix,  I  omit.  Thofe  blcf- 
fings  which  the  illuftrious  Gods  beftow  in  common 
every  day,  not  on  one  family,  nor  on  a  fmgle  city, 
but  on  the  whole  world,  why  do  you  not  acknow- 
ledge? Are  you  alone  infenfible  of  the  fplendor 
that  flows  from  the  fun  f  ?  Are  you  alone  igno- 
rant that  fummer  and  winter  are  produced  by  him, 
and  that  to  him  all  things  owe  their  life  and  origin? 
Do  you  not  alfo  perceive  the  great  advantages 
that  accrue  to  your  city  from  the  moon,  from  him 
and  by  him  the  difpofer  of  all  things  ?  Yet  you 
dare  not  worfhip  either  of  thefe  deities ;  and 
this  Jefus,  whom  neither  you,  nor  your  fathers 
have  feen,  you  think  muft  neceffarily  be  God  the 
Word  J,  while  him,  whom,  from  eternity,  every 

*  The  fame  who  is  mentioned  in  the  Czfars,  (Vol.  I. 
p.  193.)  and  in  the  Epiille  to  ThemiiHus,  (p.  25.) 

LA  BLETERIE, 

f  All  nature,  and  the  heavenly  bodies,  in  particular, 
prove  the  exigence  of  a  Supreme  Being,  and  declare  his 
power,  his  wifdom,  and  his  goodnefs.  But  their  fplendor, 
the  regularity  of  their  motions,  and  the  ufes  which 
they  render  to  mankind  do  not  prove  that  they  are,,go> 
verned  by  fome  particular  intelligences,  and  much  lefs  that 
they  deferve  to  be  worfhipped.  IbiJ. 

J  T  have  already  faid  that  Julian  placed  the  Logos,  or 
.Demiurgus,  in  the  Sun.  Hid. 

Xoyox.    Taken  from  St,  John,  i.  i.    ©«?  »» \  Xoyoj, 

generation 
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generation  of  mankind  has  feen,  and  fees,  and 
worships,  and  by  worlhipping  lives  happily,  the 
great  fun,  I  mean,  a  living,  animated,  rational, 
and  beneficent  image  of  the  intelligible  Father  *, 
you  defpife.  If  you  liften  to  my  admonitions  -j~, 
.*  *  *  -$f  you  will  by  degrees  return  to  truth.  You 
will  not  wander  from  the  right  path,  if  you  will 
be  guided  by  him,  who,  to  the  twentieth  year  of 
his  age,  purfued  that  road,  but  has  now  wor- 
fhipped  the  Gods  for  near  twelve  years. 

If  you  will  follow  my  advice,  my  joy  will  be 
exuberant.  But  if  you  will  ftill  perfevere  in  that 
fuperflitious  inftitution  of  defigning  men,  agree, 
however,  among  yourfelves,  and  do  not  defire 
Athanafius.  There  are  many  of  his  difciples  who 
are  abundantly  able  to  pleafe  your  itching  ears  J, 
defirous  as  they  are  of  fuch  impious  difcourfes. 
I  wifh  that  this  wickednefs  were  confined  to  Atha- 
naiius  and  his  irreligious  fchool.  But  you  have 

*  In  another  place  (apud Cyril.  I.  n.  p,  69.)  he  calls  the 
i'un  "  God,  and  the  throne  of  God."  Julian  believed  the 
Platonician  Trinity,  and  only  blames  the  Chriftians  for 
preferring  a  mortal  to  an  immortal  Logos.  GIBBON'. 

Though  the  Alexandrians  faw  the  fun,  they  by  no  means 
faw  that  he  was  a  divinity  ;  but  without  having  feen  the 
MAN  Gon,  they  had  certain  proofs  of  his  million  ;  proofs 
which,  all  united,  form,  in  fa  ft,  a  complete  demonftra- 
tirm;  It  is  worth  obferving,  that  Julian,  in  one  and  the 
farre  phrafe,  fpeaks  the  language  of  Pyrrhonifm  and  that 
of  credulity.  LA  BLKTEaiE. 

f  Something  here  is  wanting. 

J  T«?  «xo*<  vpu>  xniriwcratf.  Similar  to  that  expreffion  of 
St,  Paul,  2  Tim.  iv.  3.  wQipw  ww.i. 

among 
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among  you  many,  not  ignoble,  of  the  fame  feet, 
and  the  bufmefs  is  eafily  done.     For  any  one  whom 
you  may  feleft  from  the  people,  in  what  relates  to 
expounding  the  fcriptures  will  be  by  no  means  in- 
ferior to  him  whom  you  folicit.     But  if  you  are 
pleafed  with  the  fhrewdnefs  of  Athanafius  (for,  I 
hear,  the  man  is  crafty),  and  therefore  have  peti- 
tioned, know,    that   for  this  very  reafon  he  was 
banifhed.     That  fuch  an  intriguer  Ihould  prefide 
over  the  people  is  highly  dangerous ;  one,  who  Is 
not  a  man,  but  a  puny  contemptible  mortal,  one 
who  prides  himfelf  on  hazarding  his  life  *,  cannot 
but  create  difturbanccs.      That  nothing  of  that 
kind  might  happen.  I  ordered  him  formerly  to  leave 
the  city,  but  I  now  banifli  him  from  all  JEgypt. 
Let  t/Jis  be  communicated  to  our  Alexandrians. 

*  I  cannot  convey  all  the  energy  of  the  Greek  :  M*^ 

•vnj,  «M*  «v6fl«7TK7x.oj  tiliXr^,  xaSa~;j  b*s-,  o  at-,*;  (it  {hould  be 
Tu  j^ty«)  OJOjtAivo;  Trr^i  ~r,;  XE^aAj;,-  *iv&,»»*.£iy.  2^f  •**> •'""  y  .v/t/f/?/,  fed 
bomuncio  nullitis  prctii,  qua/is  ifte  e/?,  qvi  de  cap'i'e  pcriditari 
metpnum  aliqtild  c.\'Jlitr:at.  LA  BLETERIE. 

The  preient  tranflator  may  fay  the  fame. 

M.  deTillemont  concludes  from  this  text,  that  A-tha- 
lufius  was  a  little  man,  and  that  Im  per  ion  had  nothing 
that  announced  the  grandeur  and  elevation  of  his  mind. 
The  moft,  I  think  thatvve  can  conclude  from  this  expreilion 
of  Julian  is,  that,  Athanafius  u~ns  not  of  a  p-»pcr  h\  ig  t.  I 
fiy,  the  moil;  for  jt  muft  be.  obferved,  that  u  is  an  r.iii]>ei\'i' 
who  fpeaks  of  one  o/  his  fuhject.;,  and  who  affects  10  fpeak 
of  him  in  a  tone  of  contempt.  Gregory  Nazian/en  (Orat. 
xxi.)  fays,  that  Athanaiius  "  had  the  fonn  of  an  angel,1' 
r.yyt*»xo?  TO  fteo;.  It  c\ en  appears,  that,  when  he  went  to 
meet  the  Emperor  Conitantinc  the  younger,  in  Gaul,  that 
prince  was  iUuck  with  his  advantageous  appearance.  Ibid. 
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Epiftle  LII.    To  the  BOSTRENIANS  *. 

^>g.  T  THOUGHT  that  the  prelates  of  the  Gali- 
-*•  leans  had  been  under  greater  obligations  to  me 
than  to  my  predeceilpr.  For  in  his  reign  many 
of  them  were  banifhed,  perfecuted,  and  imprifoned; 
and  numbers  of  thofe,  who  are  ftyled  heretics,  were 
put  to  death,  particularly  at  Samofata  and  Cyzicus ; 
and  in  Paphlagonia,  Bithynia,  Galatia,  and  many 
other  provinces,  whole  villages  were  laid  wafle 
and  entirely  depopulated  f.  In  iny  reign  the  re- 

*  Boftra,  or  Bofra,  as  it  is  flyled  in  fcripture,  was  a 
Roman  colony,  and  the  capital  of  Arabia.  It  had  then 
for  its  bifliop  a  man  equally  well  verfed  in  polite  literature, 
and  the  doctrine  of  the  church,  named  Titus. 

LA  BLETERIE. 

In  this  very  remakable  Epiftle  to  the  people  of  Boflra, 
Julian  profeffes  his  moderation,  and  betrays  his  zeal;  which 
is  acknowledged  by  Ammianus,  and  expofed  by  Gregory, 
(Orat.  in. p.  73.)  GIBBON. 

f  The  fucceflbr  of  Conftantius  has  exprefled,  in  a  con- 
cife,  but  lively,  manner,  fome  of  the  theological  cala- 
mities which  afflicted  the  empire,  and  more  ^efpecially  the 
Eaft,  in  the  reign  of  a  prince,  who  was  the  Have  of  his 
own  paffions,  and  of  thofe  of  his  eunuchs.  11>id. 

Under  Conftantius  the  Arians,  who  pretended  to  be  the 
Catholic  church,  had  perfecuted  not  only  the  orthodox,  but 
alfo  the  fectaries,  efpecially  the  Novatians,  who,  without 
receiving  the  council  of  Nice  fubfequent  to  their  fchifrn, 
were  no  lefs  zealous  than  the  orthodox  for  confubftantiality. 
They  were  the  fublifting  and  unfufpected  proof  of  the 
novelty  of  Arianifm  ;  which  made  them  much  regarded 
by  the  Catholics,  and  more  odious  to  the  Arians  than  the 
Catholics  themfelves.  LA  BLETERIE. 

verfe 
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rerfe  has  happened.  For  they  who  had  been  ba- 
nimed  are  allowed  to  return,  and  to  thofe  whofe 
goods  had  been  confifcated,  all  have  been  re- 
ftored.  Such,  neverthelefs,  are  their  madnefs 
and  folly,  that,  becaufe  they  can  no  more  ty- 
rannife,  or  perpetrate  what  they  had  proje&ed, 
firft  againft  their  brethren,  and  then  again  ft  us, 
the  worfhippers  of  the  Gods,  enraged  and  exafpe- 
rated,  they  move  every  (rone,  and  dare  to  alarm 
and  inflame  the  peo'ple  *  ;  impious  towards  the 
Gods,  and  difobedient  to  our  edifts,  humane  as 
they  are.  For  we  fuffer  none  of  them  to  be  dragged 
to  the  alters  againfl  their  will.  We  alfo  publickly 
declare,  that,  if  any  are  defirous  to  partake  of  our 
luftrations  and  libations,  they  muft  firft  offer  facri- 
fices  of  expiation,  and  fupplicate  the  Gods,  the 
averters  of  evil.  So  far  are  we  from  wifhing  to 
admit  any  of  the  irreligious  to  our  facred  rites 
before  they  have  purified  their  fouls  by  prayers  to 
the  Gods,  and  their  bodies  by  legal  ablutions  -f. 

The  populace  therefore,  deluded  by  thofe  who 
are  called  the  clergy,  as  the  feverity  above-men- 
tioned is  abolifhed,  grow  tumultuous.  For  they 
who  have  been  ufed  to  tyrannife,  not  fatisfied 
with  impunity  for  their  pad  crimes,  but  ambi- 
tious of  their  former  power,  becaufe  they  are  no 

*  The  Arian  clergy,  who  were  in  poffeffion  of  a  great 
number  of  churches,  gave  occalion  to  the  invedftives  of 
Julian.  LABLETERIE. 

f  One  who  fpeaks  in  this  manner  was  very  capable  of 

having  endeavoured  to  efface  his  baptifm.  Ibid. 

7  longer 
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longer  permitted  to  aft  as  judges  *,  or  make 
wills  -f ,  or  embezzle  the  eftates  of  others,  and  ap- 
propriate every  thing  to  themfelves,  all,  if  I  may 
Ib  fay,  pull  the  ropes  of  fedition,  and,  as  the  pro. 
verb  exprefTes  it,  heap  fuel  on  the  fire,  and  fcruple 
not  to  add  greater  evils  to  the  former  by  urging 
the  multitude  to  commotions. 

It  is  my  pleafure  therefore  to  declare  and  pub' 
lilh  to  all  the  people,  by  this  edift,  that  they  mud 
not  abet  the  feditions  of  the  clergy,  nor  fuffer 
themfelves  to  be  induced  by  them  to  throw  (tones, 
and  difobey  the  magiftrates.  They  may  aflemble 
together,  if  they  pleafe,  and  offer  up  fuch  prayers 
as  they  have  eftabliftied  for  themfelves.  But  if 
the  clergy  endeavour  to  perfuade  them  to  foment 
difturbances  on  their  account,  let  them  by  no  means 
concur,  on  pain  of  punifhment. 

*  Julian  had  revoked  all  the  privileges  granted  to  the 
church,  and,  among  them,  the  law  by  which  Conftantin? 
allowed  thole  who  had  la\v-fuits  to  decline  the  ordinary 
jurifdifii'm,  and  to  apply  to  the  bifliops,  whole  fentences 
were  to  be  executed  Hie  thofe  of  the  Emperor  himfelf. 

LA  BLETERIE. 

•J-  T%y.fet»  oiaOr-,x«;,  frribcre  tcjlamcnta,  may  here  have  three 
meanings ;  I.  to  make  wills;  2.  to  receive  wills  in  a  public 
capacity  ;  }.  to  dictate  or  fuggeit  wills.  Julian  had  not 
deprived  the  clergy  of  the  right  of  making  wills.  This  is 
proved  by  the  filencc  of  Chriilian  writers.  Among  the  Ro- 
mans, to  the  making  of  the  moft  folemn  will  no  public  per- 
fon  was  requilite  :  there  only  wanted  a  certain  number  of 
v,  itnclle?.  The  third  fcnle  therefore  remains.  A  law  of 
Conttantine,  which  is  llill  in  being,  allowed  wills  to  be  made 
in  favour  of  the  church.  Julian  laving  abrogated  that  law, 
tl  e  eccle'.ialHcs  could  no  longer  engage  any  one  to  give 'his 
clt;r.c  to  the  church  by  will,  and  coniecjuently  to  their  ad- 
vantage, as  Julian  r  reloads  they  had.  Ibid. 
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I  thought  proper  to  make  this  declaration  to  the 
city  of  Boftra  in.  particular,  becaufe  the  bifliop, 
Titus  *,  and  the  clergy  -f-,  in  a  memorial  which 
they  have  preferred  to  me,  have  accufcd  the  people 
cf  being  inclined  ro  raife  dillurbances,  if  they  had 
not  been  retrained  by  their  admonitions.  I  will  tran- 
fcribe  the  words  which  the  bifhop  has  dared  to  in- 
fert  in  that  memorial :  *.'•  Though  the  Chriftians 
"  are  as  numerous  as  the  Gentiles,  they  are  re- 
"  drained  by  our  exhortations  from  being  tumui- 
"  tuous."  Thefe  are  the  words  of  the  bifliop 
concerning  you.  Obferve,  he  docs  not  afcribeyour 
regularity  to  your  own  inclination  ;  unwillingly,  he 
» fays,  you  refrain,  "  by  his  exhortations/'  As  your 
accufer,  therefore,  expell.him  from  the  city  {.  And, 

tor 

*  This  Titus,  bifliop  of  Rr.ftra,  taught  that  we  do  not 
die  in  confecp'.enre  of  the  fin  of  Adam,  but  by  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  narare  ;  and  that  Adam  himicii  would  have  died, 
if  he  had  not  finned.  In  this  he  was;  followed  by  Pelagius. 

PRIESTI.E/. 

•|-  It  fccnis  as  if  there  was  ?,n  apprehenficft  of  fome  coin- 
motion  in  the  city  of -Boilm.1  Jnli.m  had  threatened  to 
make  the  bifliop,  Titus  -nd  his  i  '>-i'gv,  refponlihie  for  the 
whole.  The  biflljbp  h.ui  prcl'crntcd,  or  caufid  a  rremorrtl 
to  be  prelented,  to  ihe  Hmp.ror,  accounting  for  his  condii^.t. 

l..\  PLETERIF. 

t   If  we  did  not  knov/  he  w  iniicb.   the  a  ..v/ed 

by  the  ipirit  of  party,  it  v  bu  d  be   i:iccri-:«-.vaul.-;  that   an 
r,    a  jr. an   who   pir  u-:.1   himit-lt'  Oa    rejafoning,    and 
v.ho  ji.ibiilhcd   this  himf,  r,    liiou  d    bf    cap^-b-c   or    inch 
a    trick     \_tracfljjlr ie.~\       1    n  e   this  woid,    be;  aui«-    k    i;    a. 
low  one,  and   i   know   r.one   moie- proper   to    char;.. 
the'  aitfulnefs  of    Julian,    wr.:>    \\as    d^eraiined,    ;;, 
rate,    to   pitjudice   in   the  minds    of    the  pec  pie  ;in  iirJ 

\Toi.t  II.  L 
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for  the  future,  let  the  people  agree  among  them- 
felves ;  let  no  one  be  at  variance,  or  do  an  injury 
to  another  ;  neither  you  who  are  in  error,  to  thofc 
who  worfhip  the  Gods,  rightly  and  juftly,  in  the 
mode  tranfmitted  to  us  from  the  moil  ancient 
times ;  nor  let  the  worfhippers  of  the  Gods  de- 
N  flroy  or  plunder  the  houfes  of  thofe  who  rather 
by  ignorance  than  choice  are  led  aflray.  Men 
fliould  be  taught  and  perfuaded  by  reafon,  not  by 
blows,  inveclives,  and  corporal  punifhments.  I 
therefore  again  and  again  admonifh  thofe  who  em- 
brace the  true  religion  in  no  refpect  to  injure  or  in- 
fult  the  Galileans  *,  neither  by  attacks  nor  re- 
proaches. 

^reachable  prelate,  who  employed  his  authority  to  main- 
tain  the  public  tranquillity.  This  philofophical  Emperor, 
in  an  edift  which  breathes  trie  principles  of  mutual  fup- 
port,  foments  the  flame,  which  he  pretends  it  is  his  wifh 
to  ftifle.  If  he  had  baniflied  the  bifhop,  his  orders  would 
have  been  peaceably  obeyed.  But  does  not  his  adviling 
the  people  to  drive  him  out  indicate  a  delign  to  excite  a 
tumult  ?  Some  might  confider  the  advice  of  the  Emperor 
as  an  order,  and  others  only  as  an  advice.  Hiftory  doe*, 
not  inform  us  what  was  the  coniequence  of  this  affair. 

LA  BLETKRIT. 

After  this,  no  inftance  of  bafenefs,  or  injuftice,  will  bo 
thought  ilrange.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  author  of  the 
Characleriitics  has  given  us  a  tranflation  of  this  letter,  for 
4(  a  pattern,"  as  he  tells  us,  "  of  the  humour  and  genius, 
«'  of  the  principles  and  fentiments,  of  this  virtuous,  gallant, 
•'  generous,  and  mild  Emperor."  p.  87,  &c.  4th  edition. 
It  is  true,  his  tranfiation  drops  the  affair  of  Titus,  their 
bifhop.  So  that  nothing  hinders  his  reader  from  concluding 
bvit  that  the  Emperor  might  be  as  "  gallant  and  generous" 
45  he  is  pleated  to  reprefcnt  him.  WARBURTON. 

*  How  irreconcileable  is  this  with  the  above  Edid, 
[EpifUc  XL1L]  for  which  he  deferred  no  fmall  reproof  from 
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proaches.  We  mould  rather  pity  than  hate  thofe 
who  in  the  moft  important  concerns  aft  ill.  For 
as  piety  is  the  greateft  of  bleffihgs,  impiety,  cer- 
tainly, is  the  greateft  of  evils.  Such  is  their  fate, 
\vho  turn  from  the  immortal  Gods  to  dead  men  *, 
and  their  relicks.  With  thofe  who  are  thus  un- 
happy we  condole,  but  them  who  are  freed  and 
delivered  by  the  Gods  we  congratulate  -j~. 
Given  at  Antlocb  on  the  calends  of  Augujl. 

Epiftle 

(in  other  refpe&s)  his  chief  panegyrift !  "  It  was  very  tin- 
«*  merciful  ^n  him  (as  that  excellent  writer  exprefles  it)  to 
*(  forbid  trre  mairers  of  grammar  and  rhetoric  to  tearh 
"  the  Chriftians,  unlefs  they  embraced  the  worfliip  of  the 
*e  Gods."  Amm.  Marc.  xxv.  4.  STANHEIM. 

*  Aro  Qtui  ITI  m:  v-x~y:  jmtlal-lfa/ximsfj.  An  expreflion  fnni- 
lar  to  that  of  St.  Paul,  i-t-^^li  ^p,  TO»  ©sov  «~o  T«V  «•?*•?.«»  : 
Ye  turned  to  God  from  iJo!st  to  ferve  the  living  God.  I  Thef. 
i.  9. 

f  From  tliis  Edict,  as  well  as  fr*om  other  things,  it  ap- 
pears that  Julian  was  very  fond  of  Ileliehiirn,  or  Heathenifm. 
And  Sozomen's  oi)iervations  appear  to  be  very  pertinent. 
Tulian  wasrery  ready  to  lay  hold  of  everv  pretence,  and  to 
improve  every  occafion,  tp  rid  himfelf  of  the  Prclidents  of 
Chriltiun  cihifche1!  ;  efpecially  fuch  as  had  an  influence  with 
the  people.  We  fee  three  infhnces  of  this,  in  Athanafius  of 
Alexandria,  Eleuiius  of  Cj'Ztcum,  and  Titus  of  Boftra,  all 
df  them  men  of  great  diftinftion. 

Julian  here  makes  rerreated  profeffions  of  moderation  and 
equity  toward  the  Chriltians.  But  the  letter  bears  witncl; 
againft  him.  Titus  was  one  of  the  moft  learned  men  of 
the  age.  Hi*  people  we*e  peaceable,  and  he  had  exhorted 
them  to  be  lb.  Arid  yet  Julian  commands  his  people  to 
expell  him  out  of  their  city  ;  under  a  pretence,  that  hit 
exhortations  to  a  peaceable  behaviouY  implied  an  acculatiotj 
of  an  unpeaceable  temper. 

Julian  was  a  man  of  great   ingenuity,  fobriety  of  man- 

ners,  and  good-natured  in  himfelf.     But    his   zeal   for  the 

religion  which  he  had  embraced  was    exceiF.ve,    an.l   dc- 

L  2  genersud 


EPISTLES   OF    JULIAN. 


Epiftle  LIII.     To   the  Philofopher  JAM- 

BLICIIUS  *. 

f~\  JUPITER  !  can  it  be  true  that  we  refide  in 
^•^  the  middle  of  Thrace,  and  winter  in  its  ca- 
Tcrns,  while  from  the  excellent  Jamblichus,  as 
from  fome  eaftern  fpring,  letters  greet  us,  inftead 
of  fwallows,  though  we  are  not  yet  allowed  to  go 
to  him,  nor  he  to  come  to  us?  Who  but  a  Thracian, 
or  one  like  Tereus  f,  can  with  equanimity  fupport 
this? 

O  royal  Jove  !  from  Thrace  the  Grecians  free  J, 
Difpell  thefe  fogs,  and  give  us  but  to  fee 

generated  into  bigotry  and  fuper'ftition  j  infomuch  that 
with  all  his  pretentious  to  right  reafon,  and  all  his  pro- 
fcffions  of  humanity,  moderation,  tendernefs,  and  equity, 
he  has  not  efcaped  the  juft  imputation  of  being  a  perle- 
cutor.  LARDNER. 

This  learned  writer  has  given  an  Englifh  tranflation  of 
the  above  Epiflle  in  his  Jewifli  and  Heathen  Teitimonies, 
Vol.  IV.  p.  108. 

*  See  Ep.  XXXIV.    note  *,  p.  80. 

f  Tereus  was  a  king  of  Thrace,  but  feems  here  intro. 
duced  for  his  cruelty  and  brutality.  See  Ovid.  Metam.  vi. 

J  Z;u  a.i»  «xx»i  <rv  qvfftit  O.ITO  ©£wx»]0s»  A^«I«I,  altered  from  II. 
XVII.  645.  Z:-t/  »ae"ltj,  «XXa  <rv  %vcron  vw'  >j«jo;  ti«;  A^att;*,  the 

beginning  of  the  celebrated  prayer  of  Ajax,  applauded  by 
Longinus  and  others.  The  other  line  is  the  fame, as  in  Ho- 
mer.  Pope  has  thus  tranflated  them  : 

Lord  of  earth  and  air  ! 

O  King !  O  Father  !  hear  my  humble  prayer  t 
Difpell  this  cloud,  the  light  of  heaven  icilore, 
Give  me  to  lee,  and  Ajax  aiks  uc  rayre.  727. 

3  fome- 
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fometimes  our  Mercury,  and  to  falute  his  mrine, 
and  embrace  his  images,  as  UlylTes  is  faid  to  have 
done,  when,  after  his  wanderings,  he  at  laft  faw 
Ithaca  *  ;  though  the  Phx'acians  departed,  after 
laying  him  out  of  the  (hip,  like  a  bale  cf  goods, 
in  his  fleep  -j~.  But  fleep  does  not  feize  us  till  we 
are  allowed  to  fee  the  great  blefiing  of  the  world. 
You  too  are  jocofe  in  faying  that  I*  and  my  com- 
panion Sopater  J  have  tranfported  all  the  Eafl 
into  Thrace.  For  if  the  truth  imuT  be  fpoken, 
while  Jamblichus  is  abfent,  I  feerri  involved  in  Cim- 
merian §  darknefs.  Beficles,  you  defire  one  of  thefe 

alternatives, 

*  Ulyfles,  at  his  return  to  Ithaca,  Odyff.  xm. 

With  joy  confefs'd  his  place  of  birth, 

And  on  his  knees  falutes  his  mother  earth  ;  POPE,  403. 
but  where  Julian  found  the  two  other  circumilances  men- 
tioned above,  I  cannot  fay. 

t  Odyff.  xm.  116. 

Ulyfies  fleeping  on  his  couch  they  bore, 

And  gently  plac'd  him  on  the  rocky  fliore,  &c. 

POPE,  178. 

J  Could  this  be  the  Sopater,  who  afterwards  entertained 
him  at  Hierapolis,  (fee  p.  70.)  whom  he  "  had  (then) 
«'  fcarce  ever  leen  before  ?" 

§  The  Cimmerians  were  a  people  of  Italy  who  dwelt  in 
a  valley,  between  Baize  and  Cumoe,  fo  furrounded  with  hills, 
that  it  is  faid  they  never  faw  the  fun.  There  was  the 
Sibyl's  grot,  and  there  was  fuppofed  to  be  the  defcent  to 
hell. 

Great  obfcurity,  or  darknefs,  of  the  mind,  is  called 
*'  Cimmerian  darknefs."  This  adage  arofe  from  the  pro- 
digious darknefs  of  the  Cimmerian  region,  which  Strabo 
defcribes  in  his  firft  book  of  his  Geography,  and  quotes 
the  following  paflage  from  the  Odyflcy  of  Homer,  xi. 
14.-'' 

L  3  There, 
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alternatives,  either  that  I  would  go  to  you,  qr 
that  you  may  come  to  me;  one  of  which,  namely, 
that  I  would  return  to  you,  and  enjoy  your  ad- 
yantages,  is  very  defirable  to  me.  The  other  ex- 
ceeds all  my  wifties.  But  as  this  is  not  only 
Inconvenient  to  you,  but  alfo  impracticable,  remain 
at  home,  fare  you  well,  and  continue  to  enjoy  your 
preient  tranquillity.  As  to  me,  whatever  the  Gods 
ihall  allot,  I  will  bear  with  fortitude  :  for  it  is  the 
character  of  t)ie  virtuous  to  cherim  good  hopes, 
and  to  perform  their  duty;  but  always  to  fubmit  to, 
fapl  necefiity. 

There,  in  a  lonely  land,  and  gloomy  cells, 

The  dufky  nation  of  Cimmeria  dwells  ; 

The  fun  ne'er  views  th*  imcomfurtable  feats, 

When  radiant  he  advances,  or  retreats  : 

Unhappy  race,  whom  endiefs  night  jqvades, 

Clouds  the  dull  ajr,  and  wraps  them  round  in  fhades, 

BROOME,   15. 

Tully  alfo  mentions  the  Cimmerians  iq  the  zyjh  book  of 
his  Academic  Quellions.  And  in  tliis  country  Ovid,  in  the 
nth  book  of  his  AJctamorphofes,  has  built  a  temple  to  the 
Gpd  of  Sleep. 


Epiftlc 
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EpifUe  LIV.     To  GEORGE,  the  Catholic  *. 

T  E  T  Echo,  be,  as  you  fay,  a  Goddefs,  and 
"*-**  talkative,  and  alto,  if  you  pleafe,  the  wife 
of  Pan  f .  I  fay  nothing  to  the  contrary.  Though 
Nature  would  teach  me,  that  Echo  is  the  found  of 
the  voice  reverberated  by  the  percuflion  of  the 
air,  and  reflected  back  to  the  ear,  yet,  by  the 
opinion  both  of  ancients  and  moderns,  as  well 
as  by  yours,  I  am  induced  to  think  that  Echo  is 
a  Goddefs.  But  what  is  this  to  me,  who  in  love 
to  you  far  exceed  Echo  ?  For  (lie  does  hot  reply 
to  every  thing  (he  hears,  but  only  to  the  laft 
words  of  the  voice,  like  a  coy  miflrefs,  who  re- 
ceives the  falute  of  her  lover  on  the  extremity  of 
her  lips.  In  .this  as  I  gladly  lead  the  way,  fo  again 
challenged  by  you,  like  a  tennis-player,  I  return 
the  ftroke.  You  (hall  not  efcape,  but  fhall  be  con- 
victed by  your  own  letter ;  and  in  that  image  yo» 
may  difcover  a  refemblance  of  yourfelf,  as  you  rc- 

•*  Epiftle  VIII.  is  addrefled  to  the  fnme. 

t  The  Mythologifts  fable,  that  Echo  was  defperately 
beloved  by  Pan.  See,  among  others,  Hephrcilion  in  the 
Writers  of  poetic  hiftory,  publiflied  by  Thomas  Gale,  p.  33  > 

WoiFITJS. 

And  thus  Libanius  fays  to  his  friend  Demetrius,  "  You 
'*  have  tranfrnitted  me  fo  fweet  a  voice  by  your  epittle, 
'*  that  I  was  quite  captivated  by  it,  and  enamoured  of  its 
*'  charms,  admiring  the  beauty  of  the  words  no  Icfs  than 
*'  Pin  admired  the  Goddefs  !"  Ep,  CCCCXLII. 

L  ceive 


A.  D. 

359- 
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ce've  much  and  return  little,  not  of  me,  who  en- 
deavour to  excell  in  boih.  But  whether  you  re- 
turn \virh  the  fane  meafure  that  you  receive,  or 
nor,  whatever  I  receive  from  you  is  'agreeable  to 
HT,  and  .fnall  be  deemed  a  full  ,and  fatisfaftory 
anfxver. 


. 
Epiitk  LV.      To   EUMKXIUS  and  PIIA- 

RIANU  i    ft, 

T.T7"IIOEVE.R    lias   pcrfuaded   you    that  any 

*  y      thing   is  more    pleaiing   and  beneficial  to 
mankind  than  philoi'ophiling  in   cafe   and  fecurity, 
is  deceived  himfelf,    and    deceives   you.     If  you 
retain  \\>ur   former    fpiriu,    and,   like  a  fpa.rkling 
fume,,  it  be  not  fuddenly  cxtinguifhed,  I  deem  you 
happy.     Four  years  have  now  elapied,  and  almoft 
riv.-ee    months    more,    fincc    we   parted.     I  would 
gladly  therefore  learn  what  prqgrefs  you  have  made, 
in  i  hat  time.     As  to  me,  it  is  a  wonder  that  I  can 
even   fpeak  Gree^,    fuch  barbarian  I  have  con- 
traftcd  in   this  country  ,-j-.      Defpiie  not  oratory, 

*  Thcfe  n-cre  probably  two   of  Julian's  fellow-fhidents, 
i\hrm  he  left  with  regret  at   Athens,  in  ;:;:;,  when  he  was 
i'umn.oncc!  to  court  by  Ccnftantius,  and  created  Coefar.     I 
have  therefore  dated  this  Epiule  as  above.  I  know  not  that 
their  names  occur  any  where  elfe. 

Among  the  Epiftles  of  Libanius,  preferred  (in  Latin)  by 
Zarr.bic'iri,  are  two  to  Eumcc!h>s,  (in.  237,  S.)  v.  hich 
probaMy  means  this  Eumtnius,  cfpeci.illy  as  in  one  of  them 
Androniachus,  an  Athenian,  is  recommended  to  him. 

f  This  expreffion  fliews.  that  Julian  was  then  in  Gaul. 
It  it  fimilar  to  one  in  Epiftle  XXIX.  p.  75. 
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nor  neglect  rhetorick,  nor  be  inattentive  to  poetry. 
But  let  your  principal  ftudy  be  philofophy  ;  and 
in  this  beftow  all  your  labour  on  the  maxims  of 
Ariftbtle  and  Plato.  Be  this  your  chief  work  ;  be 
this  the  bale,  the  foundation,  the  walls,  the  roof- 
Let  the  reft  be  no  more  than  offices  ;  which,  how- 
ever, you  may  finish  with  more  fkill  than  fome  can 
build  a:manfion. 

This  advice  is  given  you  by  one,  who,  by  di- 
vine Nemefis,  loves  you  both  with  a  'brotherly 
affedVion,  as  having  been  his  fchool-fellows  and 
intimate  friends.  If  you  retain  a  regard  for  me, 
my  affecVion  will  increafe.  If  not,  I  lhall  grieve. 
And  what  at  length  may  be  the  confequence  of 
continual  grief,  for  the  fake  of  a  better  omen,  I 
fupprefs, 


Epiftle  LVI.     To  ECDICIUS,    Praefecl:  of 


IF  any  thing  particularly  deferves  our  ferious 
attention,  it  is  facred  mufic.  Selecting  there- 
fore from  among  the  Alexandrians  fome  youths  of 
good  families,  order  two  artabx  *  to  be  diilri- 
buted  every  month  to  each  ;  and  fome  oil,  wheat, 
and  wine.  The  prcefe&s  of  the  treafury  lhall  fup- 
ply  them  with  cloaths.  They  (hall  be  chofen  by 

*  Among  the  ./Egyptians,  that  an  artala  made  twenty 
modi:  we  are  told  by  Jerom  on  Ifaiah,  ch.  v, 

Among  the  Perfians  it  was  different,  as  we  learn  from 
Herodotus,  /.  i,  ROBERTSON 

their 
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their  Yokes.  Mean  time,  let  thofe  who  are  pro- 
ficients in  that  art  be  informed,  that  we  have  al- 
lotted rewards  for  their  labours.  -And,  befides 
thefe  encouragements  from  us,  they  may  alfo  be 
allured  by  thofe  who  have  a  right  judgement  in 
thefe  things,  that  they  will  profit  their  fouls  by 
purifying  them  with  divine  mufic.  So  much  for 
thefe  youths.  As  to  what  relates  to  the  fcholars 
of  the  rrmfician  Diofcorus,  let  them  cultivate  that 
art  with  more  attention,  and  they  fhall  receive  from 
us  all  poffible  afliflance  *. 


EpiftleLVII.  To  thePhilofopher  ELPIDIUS  4. 

^TH  H  E  pleafure  even  of  a  Ihort  letter  is  great, 
•*•  when  the  fricndfhip  of  the  writer  is  rneafured, 
not  by  the  concifenefs  of  his  epiftle,  but  by  the 
greatnefs  of  his  mind.  Therefore  if  my  prefent 
mental  falutation  be  rather  fhort,  do  not  from 
thence  form  a  judgement  of  my  regard.  But  as 
you  well  know  the  extent  of  my  love  for  you,  e*- 
cufe  the  brevity  of  this  addrefs,  and  anfwer  it  with- 

*  This  Epiftle  is  a  proof  of  the  Emperor's  great  efteem 
for  muiic.  And  indeed  it  is  impofiible  to  read  his  works 
without  being  convinced,  that  he  was  ignorant  of  nothing 
which  was  then  necefiary  to  be  known  to  render  a  man  an 
tiniverfal  fcholar.  LA  BLETERIE. 

It  is  omitted,  however,  by  this  tranflator. 

f  This  philofopher,  and  the  Emperor's  kindnefs  to 
him,  are  mentioned  by  JLiban'jus  in  one  of  his  Epiflles  to 
Julian.  See  Vol.  I,  p.  305. 

out 
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out  delay.     For  whatever  you  fend  me,  though 
it  be  fmall,  I  efleem  as  a  fpecjmen  of  every  thing 


that  is  good, 


Epiftle  LVIII.     To  the  ALEXANDRIANS. 


XT" 
-*- 


U  nave  a  tf°Qe  obeliik  *,  I  am  informed,    A-  D. 
of  a  proper  height,  but  that,  as  if  it  were 


worthlefs,  it  lies  on  the  ftiore,  Conftantius,  of 
blciTed  memory,  had  conftrudled  a  veffel  on  pur- 
*pofe  to  convey  it  to  my  country,  Conftantinople  f. 
But  as  he,  by  the  will  of  the  Gods,  has  taken  a 
fatal  departure  from  hence,  that  city  now  requefts 
this  prefent  from  me,  being  my  country,  and  con- 
fequently  more  nearly  connected  to  me  than  to  him. 
His  was  a  brotherly,  but  mine  is  a  filial,  lovej; 

for 

*  In  a  remote  but  poliflfed  age,  which  feems  to  have  pre-» 
peded  the  invention  of  alphabetical  writing,  a  great  numr 
her  of  thefe  obelifks  had  been  ere&ed  in  the  cities  of 
Thebes  and  Heliopolis,  by  the  ancient  fovereigns  of  ALgypt, 
in  a  juit  confidence  that  the  fimplicity  of  their  form  and 
the  hardnefs  of  their  fubftance  would  refift  the  injuries  of 
time  and  violence.  GIBBON, 

f  Conftantius  caufed  one  of  the  obelifks  that  arc  ftill 
feen  at  Rome  to  be  tranfported  thither  from  yEgypt.  It  it 
that  which  was  erected  by  Sixtus  V.  Conflantius  was  de« 
firous  of  procuring  a  like  decoration  for  New  Rome. 

LA  BLETERIE. 

A  veflel  of  uncommon  ftrength  and  capacioufnefs  was 
provided  to  convey  this  uncommon  weight  of  granite  from 
the  banks  of  the  Nile  to  thole  of  the  Tyber.  GIBSON'. 

£,  Julian,  I  think,  might  have  faid  that  Con/famine  loved 
the  city  as  his  4<  daughter  ;"  and  then  he  would  have  had 
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for  I  was  born  there,  I  was  educated  there,  and 
therefore  I  cannot  be  ungrateful  to  her  *. 

As  your  city  is  no  lefs  dear  to  me  than  my  own 
country,  inftead  of  a  triangular  flone  engraved 
with  ^Egyptian  characters,  .1  allow  you  to  ereft 
the  coloflal  ftatue  -f,  Which  has  lately  been  made, 
of  a  man  whcfe  rcfemblance  you  defire.  And  as 
it  is  generally  reported  that  fome  perfons  repofe 
on  the 'top  of  that  obeli/k,  and  pay  it  adoration  J, 


no  occafion  to  magnify  his  affe&ion  for  that  place  above 
'Cot;f  ant:  ne's.  However,  the  more  to  la.tisfy  the  Alexan- 
drians, he  promifes  them  a  column  of  brafs,  of  a  large  fize, 
in  the  room  of  the  /Egyptian  obcHlk-  of  rtone.  And  thus 
Julian  does  what  had  been  blamed  in  .Cfnjlantine.  He  robs 
and  (hips  Alexandria  to  enrich  and  adorn  Conftantinople. 

LARONHR. 

.  This  learned  writer,  it  is  obfervable,  has  here  miitaken 
•'.ponitsntine"  for  "  Conftantius."  Yet  he  refers  to  Span- 
heirn's  edition,  where  we  read  o  ^xttKad-n^  Kwravlit,-. 

*  In  the  editions  of  Julian  the  Epiille  ends  here.     M. 

'Muratori  found  the  conclufton  in  a  MS.  of  the  Ambrofiaa 

library^  and  h*s  publiQied'  it   in  his  'Anecdota  Graca,  from 

c  M.  Fabricius  has  infcrted  it  in  his  Bibliotbcca  Graca. 

LA  Bl.ETERIE, 

t  3  imagine  this  was  a  ft  a  tire  of  Julian  himfelf.          Ibid. 


.vsj  e.-iv  01  tfzTE^cxs,-  -/.ot.i 
M.  Muratori  tranllates  itj  qxofdmn  ejfc  thcrapeutas  yui  oldlfci 
'/•vjus  1-crtici  inetormlttnt.  He  thinks  that  thefe  ttferafeuta 
were  feme  monks,  who,  no  doubt  in  the  fpirit  of  morti- 
fication, flcpt  en  that  obelifk.  M.  Fabricius  adds,  that 
thefe  were  certainly  fome  Sfylites.  But,  i.  in  order  to  find 
rherapeuts  here,  a  force  muft  be  put  upon  the  text, 
and  no  regard  paid  to  the  conjunction  copulative  which  con- 
nefts  the  two  verbs  :  cultum  adhibcntes  ct  indormientes  ejus 
•vertici.  2.  The  Stylites  were  entirely  unknown  before  the 
illnihious  St.  Simeon,  who  did  not  afcend  his  pillar  till 
about  the  year  423  ;  and  it  is  remarkable  that  the  an- 

chor.ets 
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it  fhould,  I  am  convinced,  on  account  of  that  fu- 
perftition,  be  removed.  For  thofe  who  fee  .thcpi 
deeping  there,  ainidft  the  filth  which  mud  fur- 

chorets  of  ^Egypt  fent   and   declared  to  him,    that   they 
feparated  themielves  from    his   communion,  becaufe 
could  not   approve  fo  new  a  kind  of  life.     Nor  did   they 
again  unite  with  this  faint  till  they  had  had  proofs  of  hi; 
obedience  and  humility.     It  is  better  therefore  to  trahfiate 
it  as  I  have  dpne,  and  to  lay  that  fome  Heathens  paid' ado- 
ration to  this  obelifk.    It  is  well  known,  that  all  the  obeiilks 
were  dedicated  to  the  fun,  a  reafon  fufficient  to  miilead 
fome  Chriftian  anchorets  ;  and  the  hieroglyphics  which  were 
fcen  on  this  might  render  it  ftill  more  relpeclabje  to  ido- 
laters.    Some,  hoping  no  doubt  to  have  divine  dreams, 
went  to  fleep  on  the  point,  or  rather  near  the  point,  of 
this  obelifk,  which  lay  on  the  fea-fliore.     The  heat;  of  the 
climate  will  not  admit  a  doubt  that  this  was  in  the  night  ; 
and  this  noclurnal  fuperflition  ferved  as  an  occallon  and  a 
pretext  for  fome  diforders  which  completed  the  difcredit 
of  Paganifm.     Julian,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expreflion, 
was  defirous  of  removing  that  jlonc.  of  offence*  and  of  pre- 
fcrving  from  this  ridicule  his  unhappy  religion,  which  had 
already  too  much  of  it.  IblJ. 

•  This  obelifk  might  be  that  which  Spon  faw  at  Conftan- 
tinople  in  the  fquare  of  the  Armeydan,  where  was  for- 
merly the  Hippodrome.  It  is  of  ^Egyptian  granite,  firiy 
feet  high,  and  covered  with  hieroglyphics.  The  infcriptioa 
on  the  bale  relates  that  "  Thcodolius  undertook  to  erect 
*'  this  monument,  which  lay  on  the  ground,  and  that  Pro- 
*'  clus  accomplished  the  work  in  thirty-two  ilays."  Julian,  i;o 
doubt,  was  dear!  before  his  obeliik  was  creeled,  and  Valens 
had  neglected  it.  In  the  reign  of  Theodolius  they  wen* 
far  from  giving  the  honour  of  it  to  Julian,  or  from  fivincr 
that  it  had  been  rranfporced  from  /Egypt  by  the  orders  of 
that  apoftate.  It  maybe  objecled  that  the  obelifk  of  Spon  is 
fquare,  but  that  this  which  Julian  mentions  was  triangular, 
Tf^u-.a.  But  this  word  is  a  correction  of  M.  Muratori,  as 
the  MS.  gives  rprwva,  which  Ir.r  n  >  iric;  uing.  Probably  we 
fliov.kl  re.-d  T-lp^wjy,  eipecialiy  as,  according  to  M.  ;Yiu ra- 
ted himlelf,  all  the  other  obelifks  are  fquare.  Jiid. 

round 
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found  the  place,  and  the  fhameful  actions  there 
committed,  can  by  no  means  regard  this  ftone  as 
facred,  and  the  fuperflition  of  thofe  who  dwell  on 
it  confirms  unbelievers  in  their  infidelity.  You 
fliould  therefore  fecond  me  in  my  undertaking,  by 
fending  this  obelifk  to  my  country,  which,  when 
you  navigate  our  feas,  receites  you  with  fuch  hofr 
pitality,  and  thus  contributing  your  affiftance  to 
the  outward  embellifhment  of  that  city.  Nor  can 
it  be  difagreeable  to  yourfelves  to  have  fomething 
of  your  own  extant  among  us,  which,  as  you 
fail  towards  the  city,  you  may  hereafter  view  with 
pleafure. 


Epiftle  LIX  *.    To  DIONYSIUS  -f, 


prudent  was  your  former  filence  tha-tf 
your  prcfent  defence  ;]  for  then,  though 
perhaps  you  dc?ifed  fcandal,  you  did  not  utter  if. 
[But  now,  teeming,  as  it  were,  with  {lander  againft 
us,  you  pour  it  forth  moft  abundantly;  unlels  I 
ought  not  to  deem  flander]  and  abufe  your  thinking 

*  For  an  account  of  this  Epiftle  nncl  the  former,  fee 
f.  2.  In  the  editions  of  Rigalt,  Petau,  and  Spnnhcim,  it 
is  imperfeft.  The  above  is  tranllated  from  a  copy  in  the 
Lux  Evaagelii  of  Fabricius,  p.  326.  collected  by  Roftgaard. 
The  additions  are  inferted  within  [}. 

i  The  Medicean  MS.  has  this  infcription  :  I«X»«vot  x«l« 
N«XK.  The  beginning  of  the  Epiftle  is  wanting  in  the  edi- 
tions-  FXBRICIUS. 
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me  like  your  friends  ;  to  each  of  whom  you  offered 
your  fervices  unafked  *,  but  particularly  unafked  by 
the  firft,  and  the  fecond  only  hinting  that  he  fliould 
be  glad  of  your  afiiftance,  you  immediately  com- 
plied. Whether  I  refemble  Conaftns  and  Mag- 
nentius  -J-,  fafts,  as  the  faying  is,  will  fhew.  But 
you,  like  Aftydamas  in  the  comedy,  are  your  own 
panegyrift  J  ;  and  this  is  evident  from  what  you 
have  written.  For  thofe  expreffions,  "  intrepidity,"* 
and  "  great  boldnefs,"  and,  "  I  wifh  you  knew  who 
"  and  what  I  am,"  and  the  like,  for  fhame  !  what 
boafling  and  oftentation  do  they  exhibit  !  But,  by 
Venus  and  the  Graces,  if  you  are  fo  bold  and  noble- 
minded,  [why  were  you  fo  fearful  of  being  under  the 
neceflity  of  offending  a  third  time  ?  For  thole  who 
have  incurred  the  difpleafure  of  princes,  if  they 
are  wife,  find  an  eafe,  and  perhaps  a  pleafure,  in 


*  Suidas  :  KxXt^of.  arwwjuo$,  &&««;  ««wlon  axX^lov  TU  itvl'.^u. 
He  alludes  to  the  words  of  Julian.  By  wf<%o»  ("  the 
"  former,")  underftand  Conftans  (*'  the  fecond,")  o^uf.w, 
is  Magncntius.  FABKICIUS. 

f  Conftans,  the  youngcft  fon  of  the  great  Conflantinc, 
was  engaged  in  a  civil  war  with  his  eldeft  brother  Con- 
ftantine,  who  was  killed  in  the  courfe  of  it.  Magnen- 
tius  revolted  againft  Conftantius,  and  ufurped  the  Weft. 
By  comparing  Julian  to  them,  Dionyfiue  perhaps  meant 
to  ftigmatife  him  with  the  murder  of  Conilautius  and  ulur- 
pation  of  the  empire. 

J  In  the  MS.  crsailor  iraimj,  not  cr«vJ»i»  «7rai>«j,  »/v»x»,  as 
even  Rigalt  to  Onofander,  in  his  edition,  p.  go.  It  refers 
to  Philemon,  the  comic  poet,  as  appears  from  the  Proverbs 
of  Apoftol'uis,  Centur.  xvn,  30.  and  Suidas  on  o-a^ir  E-rai»?<?. 
See  alib  Zenobius,  v.  100.  Julian  quotes  the  fame  proverb 
in  his  xjnh  Epifllc,  1  AFRICIUS, 

being 
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being  difcharged  from  bufinefs ;  or  if  they  mud  be 
fined,  they  fuffer  in  their  fortunes  ;  or  the  utmoft 
effeft  of  refentment  is  that  incurable  evil,  as  it  has 
been  called,  the  lofs  of  life.  All  thefe  things  are 
fcorned  and  defpifed  by  you,  who  have  renounced 
your  friend,  a  man,  from  common  and  general  re- 
port, well  known  to  us,  dull,  as  we  arc.  Inflead 
of  this,  you  fay,  you  invoke  the  Gods  that  you 
may  not  offend  a  third  time.  My  anger  therefore 
\vill  not  from  being  good  make  you  wicked.  He 
that  could  do  this  would  be  a  prodigy  iudc-.d.  Ac- 
cording to  Plato,  it  might  indeed  have  the  contrary 
effect  *.  But  virtue  being  perfectly  free,  you  ought 
to  have  no  fuch  ideas.  You,  however,  think  it  a 
great  matter  to  {lander  all  men,  to  utter  the  bit- 
tereil  farcafms,  and  to  convert  the  temple  of  peace 
into  a  brothel.] 

Do  you  think  that  your  paft  faults  are  in  general 
excufed,  and  that  your  late  courage  has  atoned  for 
your  former  cowardice  ?  You  know  the  fable  of 
Chabrias  f.  A  cat  was  once  in  love  with  a  hanclfome 
youth  {.  Learn  the  reft  from  the  book,  What- 

*  De  Legibus,  v i. 

f  The  words  TOV  X*£f>ia  arc  in  the  Medicean  and  Barrp;. 
MSS.  and  this  is  in  the  xvith  fable  of  Chabrias,  or  13  ,i- 
brias,  a  Greek  poet,  who  has  put  the  i.il)!-,o  of  /Eiop  into 
Iambic  verlc. 

I  Rather,  according  to  our  fables,  a  young  n;m  w:is 
in  love  with  a  cat.  Dionytius  could  no  more  divert  himfeU" 
of  his  natural  pufillanimity,  &c.  than  the  cat 
fonmd  to  a  woman)  could  fo;rg'>  hi-r  purfuit  of  mice. 
The  Latin  tranflator  renders  it  muffin  («'  a  \vcaitl")  ;  but 
y«\v  Cgnifies  alfo  *'  a  cat." 

ever 
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ever  you  may  fay,  you  will  perfuadc  no  one  that 
you  were  not  what  you  were,  and  what  many  have 
long  known  you  to  be.  But  your  unlkilfulnefs  and 
temerity  are  owing,  not  to  philofophy,  the  Gods 
forbid  !  but  rather  to  what  Plato  calls  u  a  double 
ignorance  *."  For  though  experience  might  have 
taught  you,  as  it  has  me,  that  you  know  nothing, 
yet  you  think  yourfelf  the  wifeft  of  all  men,  pad, 
prefent,  or  to  come  ;  fo  great  is  your  ignorance,  fo 
abundant  your  felf-conceit. 

But  enough  concerning  you.  Some  apology 
perhaps  is  neceffary  to  others  for  fo  readily  giving 
you  a  (hare  in  the  conduft  of  my  affairs.  I  am 
not  the  firft,  nor  the  only  one,  Dionyfms,  who  has 
been  miflaken.  Your  name-fake  alfo  deceived 
Plato  -J-.  [And  fo  did  Callippus  the  Athenian  J, 
whom,  he  faid,  he  knew  to  be  wicked,  but  that  he 
was  profligate  to  fuch  a  degree  he  never  could  have 
fufpefted.]  And  need  I  add,  that  the  greatefl  of 
phyficians,  Hippocrates,  faid,  "  in  my  opinion  of 
"  the  futures  of  the  head  I  was  miftaken  §  ?  Thus 
they  were  deceived  in  what  they  ought  to  have 

known, 

*  The  one  is  when  men  acknowledge  their  ignorance, 
the  other  when  they  think  they  know  that  of  which  they 
are  ignorant.  In  Alcil.  I. 

f  Dionylius  the  younger  fent  for  Plato  into  Sicily,  to  ia- 
ftru&  him  in  philofophy.  See  the  Life  of  Dion  in  Plutarch. 

£  A  hearer  of  Plato,  wlio  murdered  Dion. 

§  The  following  is  doubtiefs  the  paflage  to  which  Julian 
alludes  :  "  Autonomus  of  Omi'uis  died  of  a  wound  on  his 
*'  head,  on  the  fixteenth  day,  having  received  a  hurt  by  a 

VOL.  II.  M  "  ftone 
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known,  and  even  a  phyfician  was  ignorant  of  & 
theorem  of  his  own  art.  Is  it  ftrange  then  that 
Julian,  hearing  that  Nilb'us  *,  or  Dionyfius,  had  on 
a  fudden  behaved  bravely,  {hould  be  miflaken  ? 

You  have  heard  of  Phcedon  -j-  of  Elis,  and  you 
know  his  hiftory.  If  not,  read  it  with  attention. 
He  thought  that  no  one  is  fo  depraved  that  phi- 
lolbphy  cannot  cure  him,  and  that  it  purifies  hu- 
man life  from  the  paffions,  defires,  and  all  fuch  dif- 
orders.  For  that  it  fhould  be  ferviceable  to  thofe 
who  are  well  born,  and  well  educated,  is  not  at  all 
extraordinary.  But  if  it  brings  back  into  the  light 
thofe  whofc  minds  are  ever  fo  much  darkened  by 
depravity,  this  feems  to  me  truly  admirable.  And  on 
that  account,  as  all  the  Gods  know,  I  began  by  de- 
grees to  form  a  more  advantageous  opinion  of  you* 

"  ftone  on  the  futures.  I  did  not  think  it  neceflary  to 
"  open  it;  for  that  the  futures  themfelves  were  injured  by 

•'  the  blow  efcnped  me."  (£*XE\}>*V  tit  pa  T«r  -yvv^nr  on  f«£ai, 
x.  T.  X.)  Hipp,  de  niorb.  V.  7.  27.  The  words  above  quoted, 
as  from  Hippocrates,  are,  icrp«x«v  &  ^a  Tn»  T-VW/*»»  »i  irtfi  rr,» 
xi$ax>i»  ?ap««.  But  though  in  a  particular  cafe  (as  above) 
this  great  phyfician  had  the  candour  to  own  himfelf  mif- 
taken,  it  does  not  follow,  nor  docs  it  appear,  that  he  wat 
ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the  futures  in  general.  Julian 
trufted  to  his  memory,  which,  though  good,  was  not  in- 
fallible. 

This  candid  confeffion  of  Hippocrates  is  mentioned  alfo 
with  applaufe  by  Cclius,  vm.  4.  and  Plutarch  Je  profetiu 
in  virtutem,  p.  8i. 

*  Tov  N«X»n».   MS.  T&»NftXo».  FABRICIUS. 

t  A  fcholar  of  Socrates,  fo  much  beloved  by  Plato,  that 
he  infcribed  his  diviue  book,  on  the  immortality  of  the  ioul, 

Not 
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Not  that  I  placed  yon  in  the  firft,  or  even  in  the  fe- 
cond,  rank  of  worthies,  as  you  yourfelf  perhaps 
mny  know.  If  not,  afk  the  excellent  Symmachus  *,J 
for  he,  I  am  perfuaded,  being  naturally  difpofed 
to  Ipeak  truth,  will  never  utter  a  wilful  falfliood. 
[But  if  you  refent  my  not  raifing  you  to  the 
higheft;,  I  reproach  myfelf  for  not  degrading  you 
to  the  lowelt,  rank.  And  I  thank  all  the  Gods 
and  GoddefTes  for  preventing  me  from  forming  an 
intimacy  with  you,  and  making  you  privy  to  my 
counfels-,  as  a  bofom  friend.  Though  the  poets 
have  faid  many  things  of  Fame,  as  a  Goddefs ; 
file  is  rather,  if  you  pleafe,  a  Daemon.  For 
Fame  is  not  always  to  be  credited;  and  there- 
fore her  nature  is  demoniacal,  being  not  abfolutely 
pure  or  perfectly  good,  like  that  of  the  Gods,  buc 
allayed  with  fome  degree  of  evil  f .  And  though  it 
may  not  be  proper  to  fay  this  of  the  other  Dsemons, 
I  know  I  may  fafcly  affirm  of  Fame,  that  fhe  utters 
many  fallhoods,  as  well  as  many  truths  J.  For  I 

*  A  Roman  orator  and  praefeft,  well  known  by  his 
epiftles  ftill  extanr,  and  by  his  writings  againft  Chriftianity, 
refuted  by  Prudcntiiis  and  St.  Ambrote.  Three  epiftles  to 
him  are  extant  from  Libanius,  to  whom,  it  appears,  he 
wrote  in  Latin,  as  his  letters  required  an  interpreter.  He 
was  conful  in  391. 

f  And  had  not  the  Gods,  as  well  as  Fame  and  the 
Dcemons,  of  Julian  and  the  Heathens,  much  evil  in  their 
nature  ?  Not  to  mention  the  notorious  vices  of  Mars, 
Bacchus,  Apollo,  and  the  reft  of  them,  in  what  was  their 
Jupiter,  their  Supreme,  fo  pre-eminent  as  in  his  debau* 
cheries  ? 

J    Tarn  falfi  Jfjviq'te  tcnax  quam  confda  T  e  i.  VIKG. 

M  2  T?o.kJ 
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would  by  no  means  be  accufed  of  bearing  falfe 
witnefs.] 

You  value  your  freedom  of  fpeech  at  four 
oboli  *,  as  the  faying  is.  [But  know  you  not,  that 
Therfitcs,  among  the  Greeks,  was  alfoa  free-fpeaker, 
and  in  return  was  chaftifed  by  the  wife  Ulyfles  with 
his  fceptre  f  ?  and  that  the  drunkennefs  of  Ther- 
fites  was  lefs  regarded  by  Agamemnon  than  the  flies 
in  the  proverb  were  by  the  tortoife  J  ?] 

What  avails  our  reproaching  others  ?  We  fliould 
rather  be  irreproachable  ourfelves.  If  you  are  fo, 
convince  me  of  it.  [When  you  were  young,  you 
told  fine  (lories  of  yourfelf  to  your  elders.  Thefe 
adventures,  with  the  Eleclra  of  Euripides  §,  I  pafs 

*  That  is,  at  ever  fo  high  a  rate.  Suidas  on  Tt-flx^ 
oCoTu-y,  quoting  this  paflage  of  Julian.  FABRICIUS. 

He  quotes  it,  as  ufual,  without  naming  his  author.     An 
ololus  was  a  fmall  Athenian  coin  of  filver,  weighing   about 
twelve  grains ;  in  our  money  five  farthings, 
f  II.  II.   199- 

• Cowering  as  the  daftard  bends, 

The  weighty  fceptre  on  his  back  defcends.    POPE,  356. 
J   Suidas  quotes  thefe  words  from   an  author  to  me  un- 
known, TU  &  Ay*(*i|xyo».  x.  T.  A.  Flies  cannot  hurt  a  tortoife, 
on  account  of  the  fhellwith  which  it  is  furniflied.     Similar 
•\  to  this  is,  "  an  elephant  does  not  regard  a  fly."    It  would 

be  more  pleafant  if  applied  to  the  mind.  A  mind  fortified 
by  virtue  and  philofophy  no  more  fears  the  attacks  of  for- 
tune than  "  a  tortoife  flies."  ERASMUS. 
The  paflage  above  quoted  by  Suidas  is  this  of  Julian, 
which  has  been  brought  to  light  long  fmce  the  time  of 
Erafmus.  It  is  alfo  quoted  anonymoufly  by  Apoftolius,  in 
his  Centur.  XX.  proverb.  66. 

§  Eurip.  Eleftr.  ver.  946.   1122. 

I  never  with  the  opening  morn  forbore 
To  breathe  my  filent plaints,  &c.  POTTER. 

6  in 
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in  filence.  But  when  you  became  a  man,  and 
joined  the  army,  you  did,  by  Jove,  juft  what  you 
fay  of  truth ;  it  gave  you  offence,  and  you  de- 
ferted  it.  By  how  many  witnefles  can  I  prove  this, 
and  thofe  not  of  the  vulgar  and  abandoned,  but 
fome  by  whom  you  yourfelf  were  repulfed,  who 
came  to  us  from  that  neighbourhood  ?]  To  depart 
from  princes  in  enmity,  moft  fagacious  Dionyfius, 
is  no  proof  either  of  courage  or  wifdom.  Much 
more  would  it  become  you  to  conciliate,  by  your 
intercourfe  with  mankind,  their  affections  to  us. 
But  fuch,  by  the  Gods,  will  never  be  your  con- 
duct, nor  that  of  thoufands  more  who  are  like- 
minded. 

If  rocks  dafh  agalnft  rocks,  and  (tones  againft 
flones,  inftead  of  being  ferviceable  to  each  other, 
the  ftrongeft  eafily  breaks  the  weakefl.  I  fay  not 
this  with  Laconic  brevity ;  for  I  think  on  your  fub- 
ject  I  feem  more  loquacious  than  the  Attic  grafs- 
hoppers  *.  For  your  drunken  abufe  f  of  me, 
with  the  leave  of  the  Gods,  and  powerful  Nemeiis, 
I  will  inflict  upon  you  a  deferved  punifhment. 
•'  To  what  purpofe  ?"  you  fay.  [To  reftrain  as 
much  as  poffible  your  mind  and  tongue,  andj  to 

*  This  is  faid  of  a  man  immoderately  talkative,  or 
very  mufical ;  becaufe  this  infect,  living  only  on  dew,  chiefly 
delights  in  finging.  And  Socrates,  in  the  Phaedron  of 
Plato,  relates  that  fome  who  were  io  abforbed  by  muhc 
that,  negledling  their  food,  they  were  famifhed,  were 
changed  by  the  Gods  into  grafshoppers.  ERASMUS. 

f  See  the  Fragment  (from  Suidas)  on  Mufonius. 
M  3 
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prevent  your  offending  [in  the  lead]  either  by 
words  or  deeds ;  in  fhort,  to  dived  your  fcurrilous 
tongue  of  ib  much  flander.  I  well  know  that 

JD 

the  fandal  even  of  Venus  is  faid  to  have  been  ridi- 
culed by  Momus  *.  But  you  fee  that  Momus,  though 
envious  of  all  her  beauties,  could  find  nothing  but 
her  fandal  to  depreciate.  May  you  grow  old, 
fretted,  in  like  manner,  with  envy,  more  decrepid 
than  Tithonus,  more  wealthy  than  Cinyras,  and 
more  effeminate  than  Sardanapalus,  fo  as  to  verify 
the  proferb,  ((  Old  men  are  twice  children  !  f  " 

[But  why  does  the  divine  Alexander  feem  to  you 
fo  renowned?  Why  do  you  profefs  yourfelf  his 
imitator  and  rival  ?  Is  it  for  that  with  which  the 
youth  Hcrmolaus  J  reproached  him  r  Of  that  no 
one  is  fo  filly  as  to  fufpecl:  you ;  but  of  the  con- 
trary, for  which  Hermolaus,  grievoufly  complain- 
ing, fuffered  flripes,  and,  it  is  faid,  would  have 
killed  Alexander,  there  is  no,  one  who  is  not-  per- 

*  Viz.  The  creaking  of  it.  See  Philoftrati  Epift,  XXI, 
•f-  On  the  word  Kota^ac-ai,  Suidas  has  the  above  para- 
graph (not  mentioned  as  a  quotation  from  Julian)  with 
this  addition,  "  which  is  faid  of  thofe  who  live  long.  For 
*'  Tithonus,  being  fupernnnuated,  was,  at  his  ovyn  defire., 
"  changed  into  a  grafshopper.  Cinyras,  a  defcendant  of 
«'  Pharnaces,  king  of  Cyprus,  was  famous  for  his  riches. 
"  And  Sardaaapalus,  the  laft  king  of  Aflyria,  fell  a  victim 
«'  to  intemperance  and  luxurious,  delights." 

*  "  We  co.nfpired  to  kill  you,"  faicl  Hermolans,  "  be- 
*'  caufe  you  have  begun  not  to  govern  us  as  free-men,  but 
*'  to  tyrannile  over  us  as  flaves,"-  Q^CURTIU§. 

funded 
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fuaded  that  you  are  guilty  *.  From  many,  by  the 
Gods,  who  faid  they  had  a  great  regard  for  you, 
I  have  heard  fevera!  things  advanced  by  way  of 
extenuating  this  offence;  and  one  there  was  who 
difbelieved  it.  But  he  was  a  fingle  fwallow,  who 
does  not  make  a  fpring  -f.  Perhaps  Alexander 
appears  great  to  you,  becaufe  he  cruelly  flew 
Callifthenes  { ;  or  becaufe  Clitus  {  fell  a  facrificc 
to  his  intemperance ;  and  alfo  Philotas  {,  and 
Parmenio  J  ;  whofe  fon  Heftor  was  afterwards 
fmothered  in  the  whirlpools  of  the  Egyptian  Nile, 
or  of  the  Euphrates,  for  both  have  been  men- 
tioned §.  I  omit  his  other  follies,  that  1  may  not 
feem  to  revile  a  man,  who,  though  by  no  means 
diftinguifhed  for  vfftue,  was  a  mod  valiant  and  ex- 
cellent commander.  Of  both  which,  virtue  and 

*  Hermolaus,  a  noble  youth,  of  the  royal  guards,  for 
killing  a  boar,  which  the  king  had  deftined  for  his  own 
fpear,  was  by  his  command  fcourged  ;  a  difgrace  which 
he  fo  bitterly  refented  that  he  wept,  and  farmed  the  above- 
mentioned  confpiracy.  Q..  CURTIUS, 

•f-  See  Era fni i  Chiliad,  xciv. 

J  The  cruel  deaths  of  this  philofopher  and  thefe  generals 
are  well  known,  and  are  related  at  large  by  Qiimtus 
Curtiu.s.  •«  One,"  faid  Hermolaus,  [Clum]  "  fprinkled 
"  your  table  with  his  blood;  another  [Philotas]  iuffered 
*'  more  than  one  kiad  of  death.  Parmenio  was  maffacred 
"  unheard,  &c," 

§  According  to  Curt  ins,  as  this  youth,  one  of  the  few  dear 
to  Alexander,  was  attempting  to  tolfow  him  down  the  Nile, 
the  Imall  veffcl  io-  which  he  had  embarked,  being  over- 
goaded,  funk..  Heftor,  after  long  rtruggling  with  the  ftreanv, 
at  let»gth  reached  the  bank,  but  there,  for  want  of  afliltance, 
peiiflied.  Of  this,  however,  Alexander  feems  to  have  been 
innocent .  Philotas  was  a.'io  a  fon  of  Parmenio. 

M  4  valour, 
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valour,  you  have  a  lefs  portion  than  fifli  have  of 
hair.     Now  hear  with  calmnefs  what  I  advife  : 
Not  thefe,  O  daughter,  are  thy  proper  cares ! 
Thee  milder  arts  befit,  and  fofterwars  *.  ', 
What  follows,  by  the  Gods,  I  am  aflbamed  to 
tranfcribe.     I  would  have  you,  however,  attend  to 
it,  fince  it  is  highly  reafonable  that  deeds  fiiould 
follow  words,  and  that  one  who  has  been  remifs 
in  his  deeds  fhouid  never  flart  at  words.     But  you, 
who  revere  the  (hades  of  Magnentius  and  Conflans, 
wage  war  with  the  living,  and,  in  fome  way  or 
other,  afperfe  the  beft  chara&ers.     Are  the  living 
lefs  able  to  revenge  affronts?  This  you  will  by  no 
means  think  proper   to  affirm,  be  the  confidence 
which  you  mention,  whatever  ft  may.     Rejecling 
that  plea,  will  you  admit  this,    that   you  deride 
them  becaufe  they  are  infenfible  ?  Nor  is  this,  I 
prefume,  the  true  reafon.     For  who  among  the 
living  is  fo  flupid,  or  pufiilanimous,  as   to  think 
your  good  opinion  of  the  leaft  importance,  and 
would  not  prefer  being  totally  unknown  to  you,  or, 
if  that  were  impoffible,  would  not  rather  choofe  to 
be  reviled  by  you,  as  I  am  now,  than  honoured  ? 
I  would  by  no   means   err  fo  egregioufly  in   my 
judgement  as  not  to  think  your  praifes  better  than 
your  reproaches.     But  even  this,  perhaps,  that  I 
am  now  writing  to  you,  proves  that  I  am  hurt. 
By  no  means,  I  call  the  preferving  Gods  to  wit- 
nefs;  I  only  wifti  to  check  the  intolerable  arrogance 

*  II.  V.  428.  Pope,  5i9< 

of 
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of  this  reviler,  the  petulance  and  prurience  cf  his 
tongue,  the  frenzy  of  his  mind,  and   his  fury  on 
all  occafions.     If  I  were  injured  by  you,  I  might 
by   deeds,  not  words,  have    a    legal    remedy,   as 
you,  being  a  citizen,  and  of  the  fenatorial   rank, 
have    difobeyed  the  command  of   the    Emperor. 
But    for    this    there    was    no    occafion,    nothing 
but  the  laft  extremity  requiring  it.    I  did  not  think 
proper  therefore  to  fubjedt  you  to  any  punimment, 
but  rather  chofe  firft  at  leaPt  to  write  to  you,  hoping 
that  a  fhort  epiflle  might  effect  your  cure.     Bat 
as  you  perfevere  in  thefe  crimes,  or  rather  exhibit 
to  the  public  the  frenzy  which  was  before  con- 
cealed, let  no  one,  for  the  future,    think  you  a 
man,   who  are  not  a  man,  or  mi  Hake  the  fury, 
which  tranfporls  you,  for  courage,  or  fuppofe  you 
to  be  learned  who  are  an  utter  11  ranger  to  litera- 
ture, as  may  eafiiy  be  proved  from  your  epiilies.J 

None  of  the  ancients,  for  inftance,  ever  ufed  ^o 
Qpttiov,  to  fignify  "  manifeft,"  *  as  you  have,  befides 
many  other  blunders,  in  your  letter.  No  one,  in 
the  longed:  difcourfe,  could  exprefs  your  loole 
and  indecent  behaviour,  your  felf-proftitution.  For 

you 

*  <J>foaSb»  is  rather  «*««,•,  IK^UI,  a^avlor.  ("  Far  diftant,  ob- 
fcure.)"  See  Hefychius  and  Harpocratio.  FAERICIUS. 

f  Among  the  flagrant  crimes  of  which  he  accutes  Dio- 
nyfius,  Julian  here  condefcends  to  arraign  his  phrafeolqgy, 
and,  like  a  former  Dionyfius,  exchanges  his  fceptre  for  a 
rod.  Thus  a  miftake  in  the  meaning  of  a  word,  or  in  the 
graces  of  ftyle,  is  put  on  a  level  with  treachery  and  treaion, 
and  fcems  as  unpardonable  to  this  Imperial  critic,  as  an 
offence  againft  the  graces  of  behaviour  was  to  a  late  Britifli 

peer. 
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you  feduce,  not  only  fuch  as  are  willing  and  for- 
ward, *  *  *  *  nor  thole  who  hunt  after  public 
employments,  but  thofe  who,  in  confequence  of  a 
found  judgement,  ad  right,  [and  therefore  have 
been  fdected  by  us  for  their  prompt  obedience. 

You  make  fair  promifes,  though  not  by  way  of 
intreaty,  or  fubmiffion,  if  we  will  again  employ 
you  in  lome  place  of  truft.  But  fo  far  is  that 
from  my  intention,  that  when  others  have  been 
admitted,  I  never  fent  for  you,  as  I  have  for  many, 
known  and  unknown  to  me,  of  the  inhabitants 
of  that  heaven-beloved  city,  Rome.  Such  value 
I  fee  on  your  friendfhip ;  of  fuch  attention  I 
thought  you  worthy  !  I  (hall  therefore  ad:  in  the 
fame  manner  probably  for  the  future.  And  this 
epiftle,  which  I  am  now  writing,  I  intend,  not  only 
for  your  perufal,  but  think  it  neceflary  to  be  com- 
municated to  many  more.  I  will  give  it  indeed 
to  all,  for  all,  I  am  perfuaded,  will  readily  receive 
it ;  luch  a  general  indignation  your  infoleuce  and 
arrogance  have  excited. 

You  have  here  a  complete  reply,  fo  that  you 
can  defire  from  us  nothing  farther.  Nor  do  we 
wifh  any  return  from  you.  Make  what  ufe  you 
pleafe  of  our  letters ;  for  you  have  fold  our  friend" 
(hip.  Farewell ;  amidft  your  banquets  abufing  me!] 

peer.  The  above  cviticifin  is  perfectly  in  the  fpirit  of 
Bentley  vr/Jus  Barnes.  But  Julian  fliould  have  recollefte.il 
that  this  Roman  wrpte  Greek  in  compliment  to  him. 

Epiflle 
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Epiftle  LX.     To  JAMBLICHUS. 

O  U  came,  and  afted.    For  you  came,  though 
-*•     abfent,  by  your  letter.     But,   by  the  ardour 
of  the  friendfhip  which  I  feel  for  you,  I  do  not 
decline   your   love  -J-,    *  *  *  nor   in    any  refpeft 
defert  you,  but,    as  if  you  were  prefent,  I  view 
you  with  my   mind,    and  am  with  you,    though 
abfent,  nor  can   any  thing  elfe  give  me  complete 
fatisfaftion.     You  are  never  weary    of    obliging 
the  prefent,  and  not  only  delighting,  but  preferving 
the  abfent  by  your  writings.     For  being  told  that 
a  friend  was  arrived  with  a  letter  from  you,  though 
I  had  been  three  days  ill  of  a  pain  in  my  flomach, 
and  was  much  indifpofed  with  a  fever,  yet  hearing, 
as  I  faid,  that  a  letter  from  you  was  at  the  gare,  like 
one  not  matter  of  himfelf  and  divinely  infpired,  I 
fprung  up  and  rufhed  out  to  him  before  he  could 
enter.     But  as  foon  ns  I  had  taken  the  letter  into 
my    hands,  I  iwear  by  the  Gods  themfelves   and 
that  regard  for  you  which  inflames  me,  my  pain  at 
once  abated,  and  the  fever  initamly  fled,  abafhed, 
as  it  were,  at  the  evident  prefence  of  fome  tutelar 
deity.    And  when  I  had  opened  nnd  read  it,  what, 
think  you,  were  my  fenfations,  or  how  great  was 
my  fatisfaftion,  praifing  immoderately,  and  loving 

f  Imperfcft. 

the 
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the  mod  friendly,  as  you  ftyle  him,  *  *  *  *  |,  who 
is  really  deferring  of  love,  and  the  miniftcr  of 
good,  for  being  inftrumental  in  forwarding  to  me 
your  letter,  and  configning  it  to  me,  like  a  bird, 
by  a  favourable  and  profperous  gale,  which  not 
only  gave  me  the  delight  of  hearing  that  your 
affairs  were  in  a  proper  ftate,  but  alfo  recovered 
me  from  illnefs  !  As  to  other  things,  how  fhall  I 
exprefs  what  I  felt  when  I  firft  read  that  epiftle, 
or  how  can  I  fufficiently  demonftrate  my  affeftion  ? 
How  often  did  I  turn  back  from  the  middle  to  the 
beginning  1  How  much  did  I  fear,  left,  when  I 
had  finifhed  it,  I  mould  forget  it  !  How  often,  as 
in  the  circuit  and  compafs  of  a  ftanza,  did  I  carry 
back  the  concluhon  to  the  beginning,  repeating  at 
the  clofe,  as  in  a  mufical  competition,  that  mcafure 
with  which  the  fong  began  !  And  what  followed  ? 
How  often  did  I  apply  the  letter  to  my  lips,  as 
mothers  kifs  their  infants !  How  clofely  did  I  prefs 
it  to  my  mouth,  as  if  I  had  been  embracing  my 
deareil  miflrefs  !  How  frequently  did  I  accoft  and 
kifs  even  the  fuperfcription,  which,  as  a  well- 
known  fignature,  you  had  written  with  your 
own  hand;  and  then  fixed  my  eyes  upon  it,  rivetted, 
as  it  were,  by  the  fingers  of  that  facred  hand  on 
the  traces  of  the  letters  ? 

f  Imperfeft.     The  name  of  the  friend  who  forwarded 
the  letter  feerns  all  that  is  wanting. 

"  Much 
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"  Much  falutation  from  us  attend  you !"  as  fays  the 
fair  Sappho  *  ;  and,  not  only  during  our  feparation, 
but  fare  you  well  always,  not  failing  to  write,  and, 
as  is  fitting,  to  remember  'us !  As  to  ourfelves, 
there  will  never  be  a  time,  there  can  never  be  an 
occaiion,  there  will  never  be  a  difcourfc,  in  which 
we  fliall  not  remember  you  *  *  *  *.  And  if  Ju- 
piter (hall  e\er  allow  me  to  revifit  my  native  coun- 
try, and  again  to  enter  ycur  facred  manfion,  fpare 
not  the  fugitive-,  but,  as  a  deferter  from  the  Mules, 
brought  back  from  flight,  bind  him,  if  you  pleafe, 
to  your  delightful  benches,  and,  when,  properly 
chaftifed,  reprimand  him.  I  will  by  no  means  de- 
cline the  pu.nifliment,  but  will  fubmit  to  it  volun- 
tarily and  chearfully ;  as  to  the  provident  and  falu- 
tary  correction  of  an  indulgent  father.  But  if  you 
will  permit  me  to  pronounce  my  own  femence,  I  will 
with  pleafure  acquiefce  in  this;  the  being  fattened, 
my  noble  friend,  to  your  veft,  fo  as  never  to  be 
feparated  from  you,  but  clofely  to  adhere  to  you, 
and  every  where  to  be  carried  about  with  you,  as 
fables  feign  of  double  men ;  unlefs  they  ludi- 
croudy  mean  it  as  an  allurou  to  the  excellence  of 
friendfhip,  exprefinig  the  congenial  agreement  of 
each  foul  in  the  bond  of  communion. 

*  Xatift  $t  x^»  aviaj  *j,u»>  ccV.a.      This   mult    be    in    foir.e 
poem  that  is  loll. 


Epittle 
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Epiftle  LXI.    To  the  fame. 

T  HAVE  fuffered,  I  confefs,  fufficient  punifh- 
•*•  ment  for  my  abfence  from  you,  partly  in  the 
fatigues  which  I  endured  in  my  journey,  but 
chiefly  on  account  of  my  long  feparation  from  you* 
Though  I  have  every  where  met  with  a  variety  of 
accidents,  fo  as  to  have  left  none  unexperienced  ; 
though  I  have  fuftained  the  tumults  of  battles,  the 
diftrefs  of  lieges,  the  wanderings  of  flight,  with  ter- 
rors of  every  kind,  and  alfo  the  fe verities  of  winter, 
the  dangers  of  difeafes,  and  many  and  various  other 
calamities  from  Upper  Pannonia  to  the  paflage  of 
the  Chalcedonian  ftrait,  I  can  truly  fay,  that  no- 
thing has  happened  to  me  fo  grievous  and  perplex- 
ing, fince  my  leaving  the  Eaft,  as  my  not  having 
feen,  for  fuch  a  length  of  time,  you,  the  general 
bleffing  of  the  Greeks.  Wonder  not  therefore,  if 
I  fay,  a  kind  of  darknefs  and  thick  clouds  hang 
over  my  eyes.  For,  in  truth,  the  Iky  will  be 
ferene,  the  light  of  the  fun  more  fplendid,  and  a 
mod  beautiful  fpring  of  life  will,  as  it  were,  be 
renewed  to  me,  when  I  can  embrace  you,  the  great 
ornament  of  the  world.  Then,  like  a  darling  fon, 
efcaped  from  war,  or  returned  from  a  long  voyage, 
and  reftored  unexpe£hdly  to  an  excellent  father, 
relating  to  you  all  my  fufFerings,  and  the  dangers 
that  I  have  furmounted,  and  retting,  as  on  a  facred 
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anchor,  I  (hall  find  a  fufficient  folace  for  my  for- 
rows.  For  calamities  are  confoled,  and  fufferings 
alleviated,  by  communication,  and  by  the  know- 
ledge of  our  friends  participated.  Mean  while  I 
tender  you  my  bed  fervices,  nor  will  I  ever  fail  to 
write  to  you,  and  during  the  whole  time  of  my 
abfence  to  fend  you  fuch  epiftolary  tokens.  If 
I  can  obtain  the  fame  from  you,  the  perufal  of 
your  letters,  like  an  aufpicious  omen,  will  abate 
my  grief.  Receive  mine  with  complacence,  and 
be  more  favourably  difpofed  to  make  a  return. 
For  whatever  good  you  fhall  exprefs  or  commu- 
nicate, I  (hall  prefer  to  the  eloquent  voice  of 
Mercury,  and  the  ikilful  hand  of  JLfculapius. 


Epiflle  LXII.  f .    To  *  *  *  *     (ImperfeO) 

#*#***### 

SHOULD  not  the  fame  indulgence,  which  is 
given  to  wooden  blocks,  be  allowed  to  men  J  ?  For 
fuppofe  that  one  inverted  with  the  priefthood  be 
unworthy,  fhould  he  not  be  fpared,  till,  having 

afcer- 

f  The  Gentiles,  who  peaceably  followed  the  cuftoms  of 
their  anceftors,  were  rather  lurprifcd  than  pleafed  with  the 
introduction  of  foreign  manners ;  and  in  the  fhort  period 
of  his  reign,  Julian  had  frequent  occafions  to  complain  of 
the  want  of  fervour  of  his  own  party.  See  Epiftles  LXII. 
andLXIII.  GIBBON. 

Many  of  the  Epiftles  of  Julian  are  the  effufions  of  pri- 
vate fneudfhip ;  fome  are  public  LdiQs  j  while  others  arc 
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nfcerrained  the  enormity  of  his  offence,  be  can  be 
removed  from  the  miniiterial  function,  and  deprived 
of  the  name  of  prieft,  injudicioufly  perhaps  con- 
ferred upon  him,  and  may  be  fubje&ed  alfo  to  cen- 
fure,  fine,  and  other  punilhments  r  If  you  underftand 
not  this,  you  cannot  have  even  a  fuperficial  know- 
ledge of  any  thing  ;  for  how  ignorant  mud  you 
be  of  what  is-  juft  and  right,  not  to  know  the  dif- 
ference between  a  priett  and  a  private  man  ! 
And  what  muft  have  been  your  temper,  if  you  have 
beaten  one  to  whom  you  ought  to  have  rifen  from 
your  feat!  Nothing  can  be  more  fliameful,  in  you 
it  is  particularly  unbecoming,  in  the  fight  both  of 
Gods  and  men.  The  bilhops  and  preibyters  of  the 
Galileans  perhaps  allbciate  with  you  ;  and  if  not 
publickly,  through  fear  of  me,  yet  by  flealth  and 

juftly  ftyled  by  Mr.  Gibbon  «'  paftoral  letters,"  and  are 
dictated  by  the  Emperor  as  Sovereign  Pontiff.  In  this 
pontifical  character  he  addrefles  the  Epiftle,  of  which  this 
fragment  only  is  prefervcd,  to  a  Gentile  prieft,  who,  for- 
getting the  nature  of  his  fpiritnal  warfare,  had  violently 
airauitcd  and  be;iten  one  of  his  brethren.  As  a  Chriftian 
Pontiff  would  have  quoted  St.  Paul  to  Titus,  A  bijbop 
muft  be  no  ftrikcr,  this  Gentile  apoftle  appeals  to  the 
Didymcean  oracle,  and  then  pronounces  a  ientence  of 
i'ufpenfion. 

J  Tins  paragraph  is  unintelligible,  for  want  of  that 
which  precedes  it.  Julian  perhaps  had  been  ipeaking  of 
fuch  images  of  the  Gods  as  were  worn  out  and  decayed, 
wiiich  he  has  mentioned  allo  in  his  long  Fragment.  **  If 
'  any  one,  "  fays  he,  *•  thinks,  that,  becuife  they  ha\re 
4  been  once  called  the  images  of  the  Gods,  they  can, 
never  decay,  he  feems  to  me  to  have  loft  his  fenfes. 
For  then  they  could  not  have  been  the  workmanship  of 
.men,"  &c. 

at 
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at  home  with  your  concurrence.  But  the  prieft 
has  been  beaten.  Otherwife  your  pontiff  would 
not  have  preferred  fuch  a  complaint  againft  you. 
Paffages  from  Homer  you  think  fabulous;  hear 
therefore  the  oracle  of  the  Didymaean  lord,  and 
confider  whether  he  rightly  admonilhed  the  Greeks 
of  old,  and  afterwards,  in  his  difcourfes,  taught 
men  to  be  wife  and  virtuous  : 

They,  whom  depravity  and  folly  lead 
To  fcorn  the  priefts  of  heaven's  immortal  powers, 
And  to  the  wife  intentions  of  the  Gods 
Their  own  vain  thoughts  contemptuoufly  oppofe,' 
In  fafety  live  not  half  their  days,  condemn'd 
To  periih  by  th*  eternal  Gods,  who  deem 
Their  fervants  honour  furred  as  their  own  *. 
Not  only  thofe,  you  fee,  who  beat  or  infult  priefb, 
but  fuch  as  deny  them  honour  are  [declared  f]  to- 
be  enemies  to  the  Gods  j  fp  that  he  who  beats  them 
is  guilty  of   facrilege.     I  therefore,  as  the  Sove* 
reign  Pontiff  of  the  religion  of  my  country,  having 
now  obtained    the  prxfefture  of   the  Didymasan 
oracle,  forbid  you  to  interfere  in  any  thing  that 
relates  to  the  priefthood  for  three  whole  months. 
If,  within  that  time,  you  fhould  appear  deferring, 
on  my  hearing  from  the  chief-pried  of  your  city, 
I  will  confult  the  Gods  whether  you'  fh'all  be  re- 
inftated.     To  this  punifhment,  which  I  inflift  upon 

*  This  paflage  has  been  quoted  before,  in  the  Duties  of 
a  Prieft,  p.  127. 

f  Some  fuch  word  is  wanting  in  the  original. 

VOL.  I.I:  N  you 
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you  for  your  raihnefs,  the  ancients  ufed  formerly 
to  add,  by  words  and  in  writing,  the  curfes  of  the 
Gods.  But  of  this  I  do  not  approve,  as  it  never 
feems  pra&ifed  by  the  Gods.  And  in  other  re- 
fpects,  knowing  that  the  priefls  are  the  minifters 
of  our  prayers,  I  join  my  hopes  and  prayers  to 
yours,  that  by  many  and  earneft  intreaties  you  may 
obtain  the  pardon  of  the  Gods* 


Epiflle  LXIII.     To  the  High-Prieft  THEO- 
DORE *. 

TT  H  E  EP'lftle  tnat  l  have  addreffed  to  you  differs 

-*•     from  that  which  I  have  tranfmitted  to  others  f, 

as  I  think  your  friendfliip  for  me  fuperior  to  theirs. 

It  is  no  inconfiderable  circumflance,  that  we  have 

.*  This  High-Prieft  Theodore  .\vas,  as  may  be  inferred 
from  this  Epiftle,  a  zealous  Pagan,  the  difciple  of  Maxi- 
mus,  who,  like  Julian,  had  been  initiated  by  Maximus, 
and  inftruaed,  like  that  prince,  in  the  principles  of  theurgy. 
This  letter  is  inferted  in  the  edition  of  F.  Pctati,  but  only 
in  Greek.  It  had  been  copied  from  a  MS.  fo  defetfive', 
that  it  was  not  poffible  to  tranflate  it.  M.  Spanheim,  from 
a  MS.  lefs  imperfea,  has  given  it,  with  a  Latin  verfion, 
which  is  not  anfvverable  to  the  reputation  of  that  learned 
%vliter"  LA  BLIM-ERIE. 

f  Julian  had  fent,  without  doubt,  a  circular  letter  to 
the  Pagan  pontiffs  as  Coon  as  he  was  in  peaceable  poffeifion 
of  the  empire.  As  this  feems  to  have  been  written  at  the 
fame  time,  1  affign  it  to  the  year  361.  j,j;j. 

Julian  muft  then  have  beta  ar  Conftantinople. 

one 
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one  common  matter,  and  you  well  remember  : .  .  .  . 
In  a  converfation  that  patted  between  us,  a  few 
evenings  ago,  it  gave  me  great  pleafure  to  hear 
him  exprefs  the  higheft  regard  for  you.  In  my 
friendlhips  I  am  ufually  very  cautious.  As  for  you, 
I  had  never  feen  you.  Before  we  can  love,  we  muft 
know ;  and  before  we  can  know,  we  fhould  try. 
But  a  certain  reafon determined  me-f-.  I  have  there- 
fore thought  proper  to  rank  you  among  my  friends. 
And  now  I  entruft  to  you  an  affair  very  interefting 
to  me,  and  highly  advantageous  to  all  men.  You 
will  tranfaft  it,  I  doubt  not,  with  propriety,  which 
will  afford  me  much  joy  here,  and  better  hopes 
hereafter  J.  For  I  differ  in  opinion  from  thofe 

who 

*  He  intimates  by  half  a  word,  and  a  myfterious  air,  what, 
they  law,  or  thought  they  faw,  when  they  were  initiated 
by  Maximus.  L.\BLETERIL, 

f  It  is  impoffible  to  guefs  this  reafon  ;  but  we  may  partlv 
difcover,  that,  in  the  initiation  of  Theodore,  fomething 
happened  which  induced  Julian  to  conclude  that  a  rn.'H- 
fo  agreeable  to  the  Gods  deferved  to  be  the  miniiter  and 
the  aftibuit  of  the  apoftle  of  Paganifin.  /-JM. 

{  As  this  Epiftie  was  not  written  to  be  fliewn,  it  prove.; 
to  what  a  degree  Julian  was  fanatical  and  convinced  of 
his  falfe  religion.  It  fhews,  at  the  fame  time,  that  he 
believed  a  providence,  another  life,  and  the  immortalitv 
of  the  ibul.  He  detefted  the  materiaiifls.  In  one  of  hi> 
works  he  fpeaks  with  horror  of  Pyrrhonifm,  and  of  the 
dodlrine  of  Epicurus.  He  thanks  the  Gods  for  having 
cxtinguifhed  thofe  feels,  and  caufed  mo  ft  of  the  booki 
which  contained  their  pernicious  tenets  to  be  dcfiroyeu. 
[See  the  Duties  of  a  Pik-il,  p.  154.]  Probably  the  free- 
thiiik-ij  ;vo'jld  not  hai  1  in  his  ici^n.  V/hv 
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who  think  that  the  foul  perifhes  before  or  with  the* 
body  '*.  We  rely,  however,  on  no  man,  but  only  on 
the  Gods,  as  they  only  can  be  well  acquainted 
with  theie  things,  or  rather  they  alone  neceiTarily 
know  them.  Men  may  form  conjectures,  but 
knowledge  belongs  to  the  Gods.  The  commiffion 
that  I  now  give  you  is  the  fuperintendence  of  all 
the  prietts  in  Afia,  both  in  the  cities  and  in  the 
country,  with  full  powers  to  treat  every  one  ac- 
cording to  his  del  ens* 

In  a  high-pricll  the  principal  requifite  is  mode- 
ration, together  with  kindnefs  and  benevolence  to 
the  deftrving.  As  to  ihofc  who  are  unjuft  or  in- 
folent  to  men,  and  irreligious  to  the  Gods,  let 
them  be  rebuked  with  boldnefs,  or  puni filed  with 
fevertty.  Whatever  is  neceflary  to  be  regulated 
in  common,  in.  order  to  render  divine  worfhip  as 
perfect  as  jpbffib'le,  I  will  foon  direct,  with  many 
other  particulars.  Some  of  them,  in  the  mean  time, 
I  will  here  mention^  in  which  it  is  right  for  you  to 

then  fliould  they  defend  him  ?  But  fomc  common  interefrs 
often  lerve  to  unite  in  appearance  irreconoileable  ene- 
mies. And  ikt.-fame  day  they  -\\.cre  motif  friends  together; 
for  hffort  flry  v:crt'  tit  family  bet-:.vcfti  the ;nf elves.  Of  this  the 
affe&ion  which  Julian  teftified  for  the  Jews  is  a  remarkable 
inltance.  luid. 

*  Thofe  v.-ho  believed  the  foul  to  be  immortal,  and  even 
the  marerialifb,  difiinguifhed  in  the  foul  the  intellectual 
part,  vt?:-,  and  the  fcnfitive  part,  "\>vw  There  were  fome  who 
inlagined,  no  doubt,  that  the  intelleftual  part  was  with- 
diawn,  and  others  that  it  was  deftroyed,  when  they  law  the 
body  reduced  to  a  mere  animal  life.  Ib'uh 

be 
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be  advifed  by  me,  For  on  many  of  thefe  fub- 
jech  I  fpeak,  as  all  the  Gods  know,  with  much 
premeditation.  In  circumfpcction  no  one  exceeds 
me,  and  I  am  an  enemy,  and  have  been  fo  ft  vied, 
to  all  innovation,  efpecially  in  matters  of  religion, 
thinking  it  highly  proper  to  adhere  to  our  ancient 
paternal  laws  *',  which  were  certainly  given  us  by 
the  Gods.  They  could  nor  be  fo  excellent,  if  they 
proceeded  from  men.  But  by  the  prevalence  of 
riches  and  pleafures  they  have  been  fo  neglected 
and  corrupted,  that  they  require,  I  think,  a' new 
foundation.  Seeing  therefore  fo  great  an  indif- 
ference among  us  towards  the  Gods,  and  all  fcnfe 
of  religion  banifhed  by  debauched  and  luxurious 
manners,  I  have  continually  lamented  in  private. 

*  Paganifm,  in  general,  had  no  religious  code,  unlefs  it 
nvere  fome  pretended  oracles,  apparently  \vrv  modern,  as 
to  the  ceremonies  which  ought  to  be  obfervcd  in  iacvi- 
tfces,  and  the  vidims  which  were  fuitabic  to  every  kind 
of  Gods.  Eufebius  quotes  fome  pottages  of  thefe  oracles 
in  the  fourth  book  of  his  Evangelical  Prep  u-ition.  I  ima- 
gine tli-it  the  laws  which  Julian  here  mentions  are  prin- 
cipally the  ancient  rites  of  every  nation,  city,  and  temple. 
Thefe  rites  had  in  time  fullered  various  alterations,  and  in 
the  decline  of  Paganilm  fome  were  uboliii. 

Julian,  deeply  veried  in  antiquity,  was  ciefirous  of  re. 
Coring  things  to  their  former  Itare.  As  to  the  wiidom  quite 
divine  which  he  admires  in  thcie  rites,  hat  is  the  work  of 
h;s  in  agination.  He  can-fillers  them  as  fymboHc.il.  Being 
an  ingenious  and  fruitful  allt-goriil,  by  the  force  of  arbitrary 
explanations  lie  difcovcied  lome  wonderful  things  in  t!:e  wor- 
iliip,  as  well  as  in  the  hiftory,  of  his  (rods.  To  be  convinced 
that  he  every  where  found  all  that  he  chofe,  we  nuc-J 
read  his  difcourie  "  ou  the  Moiher  of  tJic.Godi." 

LA  ELHTJ 

N  Foy 
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For  thofe  who  are  diftinguifhed  in  the  fchool  of 
impiety  *  are  fo  zealous  as  to  fuffer  want  and 
famine  rather  than  tafte  fwine'-s  flefh  -j~,  or  that  of 
any  thing  ftrangled,  or  even  killed  by  accident  ; 
\vhi!e  we  are  fo  regardlefs  of  the  Gods  as  to  for- 
get the  laws  of  our  anceflors,  and  not  even  to 
know  whether  any  fuch  exift.  But  thefe  men  are 
in  part  only  religious,  as  the  God  whom  they  wor- 
{hip  is  really  moft  powerful,  and  moil  benevolent, 
and  governs  the  vifible  world  {. 

They  therefore  who  do  not  tranfgrefs  the  laws 
ieem  to  me   to  act  right.     I  blame  them  only  for 


"  Thofe  xv  ho  are  attached 
*!  to  the  fchool  of  impiety."  I  think  that  we  fliould  read 
av«xe>lsec,  "  the  chiefs,  the  principal  teachers."  The  fequel 
ihews  that  this  refers  to  the  Jews.  LA  BLETERIE. 

-f  This  would  only  prove  that  Julian  fpeaks  of  the  Jews,! 
Indeed  the  Chriftians,  through  refpecl:  for  the  Council  of 
Jerufatem,  abftained  from  blood  and  things  ftrangled  longer 
than  the  reafons  fubfifted  oh  which  the  prohibition  was 
founded;  and  the  Oriental  Chriftians  continue  to  abftain 
from  them  ftill.  'But  after  God  had  revealed  to  St.  Peter 
(Afts  xv.)  that  the  difrihction  of  meats  was  abrogated, 
no  Chriftian  fcrupled  eating  fwine's  flefh,  except  the  Ju- 
diifing  Chriftians,  who  were  not  tolerated  till  the  fecond 
definition  of  the  Jews,  which  happened  under  the  Em- 
peror Hadrian.  Ibid. 

t  Tn  the  books  of  Julian  againft  the  Chriftian  religion, 
of  which  St.  Cyril,  in  refuting  them,  has  preferred  a  con- 
tiderable  part,  this  prince  fays,  in  direct  terms,  that  "  he 
**  worfhips  the  God  of  Abraham,  of  Ifaac,  and  uf  Jacob  :" 

An   •zrcc,7x.vivi   TVI    ©ton  Ao^at«ft,  x.cu   lyza,-/.,  xat  IxxuS.      But    it 

appears,  in  the  fame  books,  that  he  means,  by  this  God, 
the  Daaatrgusi  in  which  he  is  miftaken  if  he  makes 
the  Dfm<Hrg7<s,  or  Logos  t  of  a  different  nature  from  the 
BEING,  TO  o»,  r'aya^u*.  Jbui. 

worfhip- 
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worfhipping  God  alone,  and  defpifing  the  worlhip 
of  other  Gods.  Hurried  into  this  frenzy  by  the 
pride  of  Barbarians  *,  they  think  that  he  is  hidden 
from  us  Gentiles  only.  But  from  the  Galilean  iin- 
piety,  like  a  peflilential  diftemper  -f-  *  *  *  *. 
['The  remainder  is  wanting  in  the 


*  Whatever  incenfe  Julian  gave  the  Jews  in  the  Epiftle 
which  he  wrote  to  them,  this  text,  and  many  others,  fhe\v 
that  he  defpifed  them.  In  general,  what  moft  prejudiced 
the  Pagans  agatnft  both  the  Chriftian  and  Jewifh  religions, 
was  their  being  exclulive  and  admitting  no  community  with 
any  other.  But  they  endured  the  Jews  with  lefs  impa- 
tience, and  contented  themfelves  with  defpifing  them,  be- 
caufe  the  latter  gained  few  profelytes.  The  barrennefs,  with 
which  the  fynagogue  was  ft  ruck,  made  it  find  grace  in  the 
light  of  our  common  enemies  ;  but  the  fertility  cf  the 
church  alarmed  and  enraged  them.  They  forefavv  that 
flie  would  at  length  deftroy  their  altars.  Juliao,  in  par- 
ticular, kept  good  terms  with  the  Jews,  becaufe  they  en- 
tered into  his  plan,  i.  By  their  implacable  hatred  to  the 
Chriftians;  2.  from  the  defign  which  he  had  formed  to  re- 
fcore  the  nation  and  the  temple,  in  order  to-falfify  the 
fciptures.  Belides,  the  religion  of  the  Jews  ordained  fa- 
crifices,  and  in  this  point  of  view  was  agreeable  to  Julian, 
who,  as  may  be  feen  in  his  life  and  his  works,  had  a  tafte 
for  bloody  facrifices  more  worthy  of  a  butcher  than  a  phi- 
lofopher.  LA  BLETERIE. 

t  It  is  evident  that  Julian  here  launched  forth  againft 
Ghriftianity  and  the  Chriftians;  perhaps  in  a  manner  fo 
atrocious  as  to  fliock  the  tranfcribers.  Ibid, 


N  4  Epiftlc 
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LXIV.  *.  To  the  People  f,  cla, 
morouily  applauding  in  the  Tychseum,  or 
Temple  of  Fortune. 


A-  D'  "XT  enter  ie  teatre,  even 

*  *  you  may  applaud  ;  but  in  the  temples  be 
Client,  and  transfer  your  applaufes  to  the  Gods. 
Praifes  are  much  more  properly  due  to  them. 

*  This  Epiflle  was  firft  publiihed  by  Muratori,  in  hig 
Anecdata  Gr<eca,  from  a  MS.  700  years  old,  in  the  Am- 
broli  an  library,  'and  is  copied  by  Fabripius,  in  his  J>/7'//'.>- 


In  the  edition  of  Wolfias,  it  \z  the  Mccxrth  F.[>ifJe  of 
Libunius.  And  the  editor  iubioins  in  a  note,  "  I  neither 
'•'  underfiand  \vliat  Libanius  here  means,  nor  th^  oceatloa 
*'  on  which  he  wrote  this  .KpilUe."  Yet  as  Muratori  and 
Fabricius  liad  previqufly  given  it  to  Julian,,  I  caimot  account 
for  its  'being  .there'  afcribed  to  Libanius.  Surely  it  Items 
much  more  Q.hanac"lerilHc  of  a  prince  thnn  of  a  fophiil  ; 
and  is  befides  a  fubjtti,  y,  hich  Julian  hns  difcpfled  in  the 
.Mifopogon,  Vol.  I.  p.  241,  &c. 

f  Trobal;!)-  {<  of  Conliantinpple.*'  F.abvicius  infcribes  it 
jKyzaniltils%  iikp  Epillie  X!.  But  lee  a  note  on  that  ; 
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Epiftle  LXV.    To  a  Painter 

*  Xot  btfins  able  to  fatisfr  myfelf  as  to  the  mcnni-n;  of 
the  firll  piirt'of  thi 

with  the  Latin  tranfijti  Q  of  Mur.uori,  by   whom  thi 
ij  preicrved : 

ll.-oc  'a>{«Cw».  -^-'  P&crfm. 

y^.,  "/•.-/-/vw^i*:;   Mc6a  a^.c^.    J:*   c:    . ' 

x^      .,.,,.,  y*T*      TK-  ' 

. 

iW(7  A'( 

^ipo^w.      £»Mcia* 

STi:,-     tS.dS,-,    t7«ijt  J    0>vV    pt  CiSi:,     tll.,,  .     ' 

7,»t'~ .  >   x:-,>   - 

The   mei.nng  of  the   fvo    lr.fi;  paragraphs   is  fufii':;cn:lv 
clear.  "  Jiiu  why,  my  tVic:u!,  have  you 
*'   drcls  ?   Paint  me  as  you   Ice  me."     The  p  liufcr  pjrhnps 

•  :r;nvn  him,  liV'C  a  R";v.  1:1  ;,,r.pv  ;MI. 
ytivi  nor  hkc  a  ( Jrt-ci'iii  Pliildfophtr,   \\il\\  a  !  . 


Epifih 
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Epiftle  JL,XVL     To  ARSACES,  Satrap  of 
Armenia  *. 

A"D"  A  HM,  arm,  Arfaces,  againft  the  furious  Per- 
"**  fians,  and  haften  to  join  my  forces,  fwift  as 
thought.  My  martial  preparations  and  deter- 
mined refolution  have  one  of  thefe  ends  in  view ; 

either 

*  The  feeble  Arfaces  Tiranus,  king  of  Arnaenia,  had 
Regenerated,  ftill  more  fharr.efully  than  his  father  Chofroes, 
from  the  many  virtues  of  the  great  Tiridates  ;  and  as  the 
pufillanimous'  monarch  was  averie  to  any  enterprife  of 
danger  and  glory,  he  could  difguife  his  timid  indolence  by 
the  more  decent  excufes  of  religion  and  gratitude.  He 
exprcfled  a  pious  attachment  to  the  memory  of  Conftan- 
tius,  from  whofe  hands  he  had  received  in  marriage  Olym- 
pias,  the  daughter  of  the  praefed  Ablayius ;  and  the  al- 
liance of  a  female,  who  had  been  educated  as  the  deflined 
~-ife  of  the  emperor  Conftans,  exalted  the  dignity  of  a 
Barbarian  king.  •  Tiranus  profeffed  the  Chriflian  religion  ; 
he  reigned  over  a  nation  of  Chriftians ;  and  he  was  re- 
'  drained  by  every  principle  of  confcience  and  intereft  from 
contributing  to  the  viclory  which  \vould  consummate  the 
min  of  the  church.  The  alienated  mind  of  Tiranus  was 
exafperated  by  the  indifcretion  of  Julian,  who  treated  the 
k  ng  of  Armenia  as  his  flave,  aud  as  the  enemy  of  the 
Gods.  The  haughty  and  threatening  ftyle  of  the  Imperial 
mandates  awakened  the  fecret  indignation  of  a  prince, 
who,  in  the  humiliating  {late  of  dependence,  was  flill  con- 
ic ious  of  his  royal  defcent  from  the  Arfacides,  the  lords 
of  the  Eaft,  and  the  rivals  of  the  Roman  power.  GIBBON. 
Thi"  Epiftle,  printed,  for  the  firll  time,  in  the  Anecdote^ 
C,raca  of  M.  Muratori,  is  inferted  in  the  Bibliotbcca  Graca, 
\'nm.  vii.  p.  86.]  of  Fabricius. .  Jt  is  in  very  bad  Greek, 
vulgar,  brutal,  meanly  vain-glorious,  without  genius,  con- 

irarv 
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either  to  pay  the  debt  of  nature,  bravely  fighting, 
and  exerting  my  utmoft  efforts,  if  fuccefs  (hould 
attend  the  Parthians ;  or,  if  the  Gods  fhould  affift 
me,  to  return  triumphant,  and  to  ereft  trophies 

trary  to  policy;  and,  what  is  (till  more  remarkable,  it  con- 
tains expreffions  that  could  not  proceed  from  the  pen  of  a 
fuperftitious  Pagan,  at  the  eve  of  a  great  enterprife,  and 
in  circurnftances  where  the  leaft  word  of  bad  omen  was 
icrupuloufly  avoided,  as  capable  of  being  fatal.  Can  it  be 
fuppofed  that  Julian  would  have  ventured  to  fay,  even  by 
way  of  circumlocution,  that  "  he  was  refolved  to  perifh  ?" 
"Would  he  have  communicated  the  prediction  that  we  find 
at  the  end  of  the  Epiftle  ?  Whatever  the  illuftrious  M. 
Muratori  may  fay  of  it,  I  can  fcarce  believe  that  it  is  the 
fame  which  Sozomen  has  mentioned  ;  efpecially  as  this  does 
not  contain  all  that  the  Ecclefiaftical  hiftorian  relates.  I 
do  not  infift  on  this  laft  reafon,  becaufe  it  may  be  an- 
fwered,  that  we  have  not  the  whole  Epiftle.  But,  after 
all,  it  is  fo  ftrange  a  piece,  that,  intfead  of  afcribing  it  to 
Julian,  I  would  rather  fay,  which  is  not  neceifary,  that 
Sozomen  was  deceived  by  a  fpurious  piece. 

LA  BLETERIE. 

Muratori  has  published   an   Epiftle   from  Julian    to  the 

Satrap    Arfaces,  "fierce,    vulgar,     and   (though    it    might 

deceive    Sozomen)    moil  probably  fpurious.     La   Bleteric 

tranllates  and  rejects  it.  GIEEON  . 

And  fo  does  the  prefent  tranflator. 

The  paflage  of  Sozomen,  to  which  M.  de  la  Bleterie  re- 
fers, is  as  follows  :  «*  He  wrote  alfo  to  Arfaces,  king  of 
the  Armenians,  an  ally  of  the  Rom.irs,  to  join  him  1:1 
the  field.  In  this  Epiftle,  after  boaftirlg  immoderately, 
and  extolling  himfelf  as  fit  to  reign,  and  dear  to  the  Gods 
whom  he  worshipped,  and  iKgmstifing  Conftantius  as 
pufillanimous  and  impious,  he  threatened  Arfaces  moil 
contumeliouily.  '  And  as  he  had  heard  that  he  was  a 
Chriftian,  in  order  to  aggravate  his  reproaches,  he  ut- 
tered fome  wicked  blafphemies  againft  Chrift,  with  grt.it 
pride  and  oftentation,  fignifying,  that  the  God  whom 
he  v,  orfhipped  would  by  no  means  defend  him,  if  he 
neglected  his  commands."  HijL  Eccl.  1.  vi.  c.  i. 

taken 
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taken  from  the  enemy.  Shake  off  therefore  your 
inactivity,  forego  all  evafions,  and  thinking  no 
longer  of  that  Conftantine  of  happy  memory  *,  or 
of  the  wealth  of  the  nobler,  which  was  lavilhed  on- 
you  and  other  Barbarians,  by  the  effeminate  and 
too  aged  +  Conftantius,  now  cultivate  the  friend- 
fhip  of  Julian,  Sovereign  Pontiff,  Collar,  Auguftus> 
the  fervant  of  Mars  and  the  Gods,  the  deftroyer  of 
the  Franks  and  Barbarians,  but  the  deliverer  of  the 
Gauls  and  Italians.  If  you  have  any  other  defign, 
for  I  hear  that  you  are  very  crafty,  a  bad  foldier, 
a  boafter,  I  flhall  not  be  fiirpriled,  as  you  now 
fecretc  a  public  enemy,  trufting  to  the  chance  of 
\var.  To  deftroy  the  enemy,  we  need  only  the 
alEflance  of  the  Gods;  but  if  Fate,  whofe  decree 
is  their  will,  fhould  determine  otherwife,  I  fhall 
fubmic  with  fortitude  and  complacence.  Knovv^ 
however,  that  you,  in  confequence,  will  be  fubjecied 
to  the  Perfian  power,  your  houfe  and  your  whole 
family  will  be  deftrbyed  by  fire,  and  the  kingdom  of 

*  M*;c«§*I»r  EXEIVOV  K«-/r«vJi»o»,  "  That  blcilcci  Conftantine." 
Juliin  would  hardly  have  1'poken  ib  favonrably  of  his  uncle, 
rhe  conftant  ohjeft  of  his  hatred  p.nd  ridicule.  It  appears 
'jy  the  conclulion  of  the  Csftrs,  p.  2^0,  that  he  rather 
thought  I\im  curfed  thsn  "  blefTetl." 

t  Ilo?iva1a«  Kw»rai>!itfi  aitnofi  Co.:j'.i-.ii.'.l.  Condantjus  lived 
«.>nlv  44-  or  45  years.  ••LETE[;I;-. 

]'n  like  manner,  Julian,  in  his  i  f:  orr.tion,  -ilyles  Liciii-:..-. 
«»  an  old  man,"  (y.jov'i'-:,!,  a:  the  Battle  of  Ciba'.is  in  r-j, 
though  '!C  w.a,s  t<ncn  not  ^°-  ^i-  dt  -:-  ^^terie  tranfhi^s 
*c,/u/L,- "  '  .  •  '10  had  lived  too 

*c  long.") 

Armenia 
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Armenia  fubverted.  The  city  of  *  Nifibis  will 
alfo  fhare  your  misfortunes.  This  the  Gods  re- 
vealed to  us  long  ago. 


Epiftle  LXVII.       To  the -People   [of  AN- 

TIOCH  t-] 

OME  are  fo  audacious  as  to  prophane  the  fe-  I2  Feb. 
pulchres  and  confecrated  graves  of  the  dead, 
though  to  remove  from  them  even  a  ftone,  or  to 
dig  the  earth,  and  pull  the  turf,  was  always  deemed 

by 

•*  The  bulwark  of  the  Eaft,  given  up  to  the  Perfians  by 
Jovian  j  now  reduced  to  150  houles.  See  Voyages  de  Nicbuiir^ 
i'jine  ii.  p.  300 — 309. 

Be  this  letter  genuine,  or  not,  "  Arfaces,"  as  I\I.  de  la 
Bleterie  expreiles  it,  "  attentive  only  to  his  own  intereft, 
"  and  diHatisfied  with  Julian,  would  not  leave  his  own 
"  frontiers."  This  prince,  in  the  reign  of  Valens,  was  trca- 
cheroufly  ieized,  impriibned,  and  put  to  death,  by  Sapor, 
king  of  Periia,  as  Ammianus  relates,  xxvii.  12. 

f  I  take  this  law  from  the  Theodofian  Code,  ix.  xvn. 
3.  //'/.  D:  jl'pttlL/'.-,-'}  vioiatis.  It  is  the  only  piece  of  any 
length  that  is  left  of  the  Latinity  of  Julian.  It  is  forcible 
and  elaborate,  but  much  Icis  pure  than  his  Greek.  The 
reader  perhaps  will  not  diilike  being,  enabled  to  judge  for 
himfelf.  The  following  is  the  whole  Epillle. 

Il.l?.  JULIANUS    A.   AD  POPULUM. 

Per  git  auJacJa  a4  bnfta  diem  furtftorlim  cl  agger  es  c  onfcc  ratos ; 

f?,?u  et  lapidcm  blue  mover c^  terram  ful'.citare,  ft  cefpitem  --jcllcrc^ 

proxlmum  facrilcgio  major cs  femper  ?Jabucri?:i.  Sed  ornamenia.  qui- 

iU'.m   ti'uLuiis^   aut  porilclbus^   auferuut   de    fipulcbris,     S^ttib'ui 

tis  coiifttlentes,  neiripi^eulnm   incidant  contamlnata  religions 

'  cc  fid  I  iirch'.lc.-ntis  po:::u  Manimn  I'-KJicc  coL'ilinies. 


,90  EPISTLES   OF   JULIAN. 

by  oiir  anceftors  next  to  facrilege.  Some  takg 
away  the  ornaments  of  tombs  to  adorn  their  por- 
ticoes or  parlours.  To  prevent,  in  the  firft  place,  the 
criminal  impiety  of  polluting  fepulchres,  \ve  pro- 
hibit it  under  pain  of  the  punifhmem  that  is  due  to 
thofe  who  offend  the  Manes  *. 

Secundum  illud  ejl,  quod  ejferri  ccgnovimus  cadaveret  mor- 
tuorum  per  conftrtam  populi  frequentiam  et  per  maximam  infif- 
ientium  dcajltatem^  quod  quidem  oculos  hominum  infauftis  inceftat 
afpcftibus.  S>ui  enlm  dies  eft  lene  aufpicatui  a  funcrc  ?  Au't 
quotoodo  ad  Deos  et  templa  venietur  ?  Idetqut,  quoniam  et  dolor 
in  excquiis  fecretum  amat^  et  dicmfunftis  mhil  interejl,  utrLm  per 
nofles,  an  per  dies^  efferantur,  liberari  convenit  populi  totius  af- 
pr£lu  f ;  ut  dolor  effe  in  funcribus,  non  pompa  exequiarum^  ncc 
ojientaiio,  videatur. 

Datum  prid.  id.  Feb.  Ar.tiochine^  Juliana  Aug.  iv.  et 
SaUuJrio,  CoJJ~.  LA  BL£TERIE. 

*  The  profanation  of  fepulchres  was  confidered  in  all 
times  among  the  Romans  as  a  kind  of  facrilege.  Thoie_ 
who  dug  up  the  body,  or  the  bones,  of  a  dead  perfon  were 
puniflied  with  death,  if  they  were  of  mean  condition. 
They  were  confined  in  an  ifland,  if  they  were  of  genteel 
rank.  Thofe  who  deftroyed  a  fepulchre,  or  took  any  thing 
away  from  it,  were  condemned  to  the  mines,  or  baniflied. 
Conflantine,  in  a  law,  whofe  objecl:  was  to  render  divorces 
Icfs  frequent,  and  to  make  the  Roman  jurifprudence  as  to 
marriage  again  fomewhat  like  the  goipel,  by  retraining 
divorce  to  certain  cafes,  fpecifies,  among  the  crimes  which 
gave  a  woman  a  right  to  repudiate  her  hufband,  murder, 
poifoning,  and  the  violation  of  tombs.  Si  kewi<:idahi,  i>el 
?.::dlcamer.ta.rium  i>el  fepukhrcrun  dijjolutorcm  mar  if  am  fuum 
•  vrvlai'i.rit.  in  Cod.  Tbeod.  tit.  xvi.  De  repudiis.  But 
the  refpect  for  the  dead,  and  their  tombs,  which  nature 
tierfelf  ieems  to  infpire,  was  carried  to  an  excefs  among 
the  Pagans.  They  honoured  the  fouls  of  the  dead  as  di- 
vinities, and  fepulchres  as  temples. 

The  Chriihan  religion,  which  enlightened  the  world  as 
to  the  fate  of  thofs  wretched  divinities,  and  the  impiety 
of  the  worfhip  that  was  paid  them,  no  fooner  became  the 

religion 
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religion  of  the  empire,  than  many  individuals  fell  into  an 
excefs  oppofite  to  that  of  P.ignnifm.  A  zeal  ill  undcrftoocl, 
and,  under  the  maft  of  zeal,  avarice,  always  ready  to  draw 
from  the  trueft  principles  falfe  conclufion's  which  favour 
it,  deftroyed  tombs,  applied  the  flones  and  ornaments  to 
other  ufes,  and  difperfed  the  aflies  of  the  dead,  in  order 
to  find  fome  valuable  fluffs,  or  trinkets,  which  fupedlitioa 
might  have  interred  with  them. 

M.  Muratori,  in  his  Anecdota  Gr<eca>  has  infected  near 
eighty  fhort  copies  of  verfes  compofed  by  St.  Gregory 
Nazianzen,  againfl  the  violators  of  fepulchres.  As  feverai  of 
them  feem  made  in  order  to  be  engraved  on  the  tombs  of 
his  friends,  of  whom  the  majority  at  leaft  profeffed  Chrifti- 
mity,  we  may  infer  that  the  tombs  of  the  Chriltians  were 
not  fpared,  were  it  only  by  the  Pagans,  who,  without 
doubt,  ufed  reprifals.  The  law,  above  quoted,  fhews  what 
the  Emperor  Conftantirie,  long  after  his  converCon,. 
thought  of  thife  diforders,  which  not  only  outraged 
nature,  but  alfo  might  render  Chriftianity  odious,  on  whole 
account  they  had  become  more  common,  though  it  had 
always  condemned  them.  However,  in  the  reign  ot 
Conftantine,  the  laws  were  not  executed  with  rigour.  It 
appears  by  a  law  of  Conftans,  that  fome  individuals,  and 
even  fome  of  the  magiftrates,  had  violated  them  with  im- 
punity. He  caufed  a  fearch  to  be  made  for  the  guilty: 
but  he  moderated  the  feverify  of  the  ancient  laws,  and  re- 
duced it  to  pecuniary  penalties.  Conftantius  renewed  and 
even  augmented'  it,  as  he  fuifcred  the  pecuniary  penalties 
to  remain,  when  he  re-eftablifiied  the  puniihment  of  death. 
Other  chrifrian  princes,  particularly  Valentinian  III.  ex- 
erted themfelves,  in  like  manner,  againft  this  crime. 

Julian,  who  confidered  the  worfhlp  of  the  Manes  as  an 
efientiul  part  of  Hellenif.n,  here  condemns  from  fuper- 
ititioft  what  thole  princes  condemned  from  a  principle  of 
humanity  and  Chritfianity,  though  fome  Pagan  expreilions 
have  crept  into  their  ordinances,  which,  without  doubt, 
muft  be  alcribed  to  their  lecretaries.  The  Crfr  part  of  the 
law  of  Julian  is  in  the  Code  of  Juftinian,  with  fome  al- 
teration. That  which  favoured  too  much  of  Puganifm  has 
been  reformed.  LA  BLE  rERit. 

If  ,n  ancient  were  to  revifit  the  world,  with  what  ai- 
toniflunent  would  he  be  ilruck  in  the  amphitheatre  of  tha 
Academy  Royal,  which  r,o  bw  authorises  to  have  d-rad 
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Secondly,  we  have  heard  that  dead  corpfes  ar? 
carried  to  interment  through  large  crowds  of  peopli 
and  numerous  fpeftators,  a  fight,  that  defiles  the. eyes 
of  men  by  its  inaufpicious  appearance.  For  what 
day  is  well-omened  by  a  funeral?  And  how  can  we 
afterwards  approach  the  Gods  and  the  temples  ? 

For  thefe  reafons,  and  becaafe  funereal  grief  loves 
privacy,  and  as  it  is  of  no  confequence  to  the  de 
ceafed,  whether  they  are  interred  by  day  or  by 
night,  it  is  proper  that  funerals  fhould  be  fecreted 
from  the  public  view,  fo  as  to  be  exprefftve  of 
forrow,  rather  than  of  pomp  and  oftwiitatiou  *. 

bodies !  A  corpfc  was  efteemed  by  the  ancients'  a  facred 
.object,  which  was  refpeclfully  placed  under  a  funeral  pile  ; 
and  he  vVho  dared  to  jay  hands  on  ir.  was  declared  impure. 
"What  would  he  lay  on  feeing,  that  corpfe  horribly  cut  and 
mangled;  and  all  the  young  furgeons,  with  their  arms 
Itripped  and  bloody,  joking  and  laughing  amidft  thofe 
dreadful  operations  !  Tableau  rfc  Paris. 

*  \Vhatever  refpeci  the  Pagans  had  for  the  dead,  by  a 
contradiction,  of  which  I  will  not  here  trace  the  origin, 
they  confidered  a  human  corpie  as  the  impufeft  thing  in  the 
vvorld.  They  thought  thvy  ought  not  to  enter  iri'to  a 
temple  on  a  day  when  they  had  attended  a  funeral.  But, 
delivered  from  a  vain  fuperitit ion,  the  Chri'ftians,  and  per- 
haps ibme  Pagans,  after  their  example,  pai'd  the  laft  duties 
to  the  dead  in  open  dav.  Juli.tn  was  defirous  of  reviving 
the  ancient  practice,  and  even  endeavoured  to  fu])pbrt,  by 
philoiophical  ideas,  the  Pagan  notion's  on  which  that  praclice 
was  founded.  This  fccond  part  of  his  law  is  in  the  Theo- 
dotian  Code,  though  it  does  not  appear  to  haVe  been  ob- 
ierved  alter  his  death.  LA  BLETER/E.' 

Of  the   laws  which  Julian   enacted  in   a  fhort   reign  of 
fixteen  months  [Dec.  361 — June  363.]  fifty-four  have  been 
admitted  into  the  Codes  of  Theodoiius  and  Juftinian.  (Go- 
i'l-cil,  Chron.  Lcgtim,  pp.  64^-67.)  GIBKON. 

Given: 
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Given  at  Anticck,  on  the  day  preceding  the  ides 
of  February,  Julian  Aug.  (for  the  ivtb  time),  and 
Salluft  being  Confuls. 


Epiftle  LXVIII.    To  LIBANIUS  *. 


have  made  a  proper  return  to  Arifto-    A.  D. 
phanes  f  for  his  piety  to  the  Gods,  and  his      36t> 
affecYion  for  yon,  by  making  what  was  formerly 
a  difgrace  to  him  redound  to  his  glory,  not  only 

*  This  Epiftle  was  copied  by  the  tlJuftrious  Roftgaard 
from  the  Modenefe  MS.  D.  collated  with  the  two  Medicean 
E.  and  F.  and  is  not  to  be  found  among  thofe  which  have 
been  publifhed,  except,  with  man}'  more,  in  the  Salutaris  Lux 
Evangelii  of  our  Fabricius,  p.  323.  But  it  is  here  more  en- 
larged. It  is  thus  infcribed  :  lKX»«»9$  At/ioxpxLf  &£*ttm  ru  Z«- 
<p»r»  xpyea.  WOLFIUS. 

Libanius  anfwers  this  Epiftle  (occalioned  by  his  oration 
in  defence  of  Ariftophanes)  in  his  DCLXxth,  which  lee 
Vol  I.  p.  317.  The  original  of  it  is  inferted  by  Wolfius,  in 
his  notes  on  that  Epiftle. 

Muratori  obferves  that  in  one  of  the  Ambrofian  MSS.  [at 
Milan]  there  was  a  fliort  Epiftle  of  Julian,  not  yetpubliflied; 
but,"  he  adds,  "  the  evanefcent  letters  made  me  totally  de- 
fpair  of  reading  it.  I  hope,  however,  that  it  will  fome  time 
or  other  be  publifhed,  together  with  fome  other  remains 
of  the  Apoftate,  by  Frederick  Roilgaard,  a  noble  Dane. 
For  when  he  was  travelling  through  Italy,  and  collecting 
the  Epiftles  of  Libanius    frorr.  various  MSS.  in  order  to 
give  them  to  the  public,  he  thought  he  !nd  fag.icity 
enough  to  decypher  alfo  this  Ambrolian  MS." 
See  the  firft  note  on  the  next  EpilHe. 
f  Meaning  Ariftophanes,  a  Corinthian,  the  fon  of  Me- 
nander,  for  whom  there  is  an  oration  of  Libanius,  in  Vol. 
11.  of  Morell's  edition,  p.  210.  FABRICIVS. 

VOL.  II.  O  at 
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at  prcfent,  but  in  future  times ;  as  the  calumny  of 
Paul  *,  and  the  fentencc  of  that  judge  f,  can  by 
no  means  be  compared  with  your  orations.  For 
fuch  fiery  proceedings  were  inftantly  detefted,  and, 
together  with  their  authors,  are  now  extinft ;  while 
your  orations  delight  the  true  Greeks  of  the  prefent 
age,  and,  unlefs  I  am  much  miftaken,  will  alfo  de- 
light their  pofterity. 

Be  iifiured,  in  fhort,  that  you  have  convinced 
me,  [or  rather  that  you  have  induced  me  to  retract 
my  opinion  of  Ariftophanes,  and  that  I  think  him 
fuperior  to  all  the  allurements  both  of  profit  and 
pleafure.  Can  I  refufe  to  concur  with  the  moft 
philofophical  of  orators,  the  greateft  panifan  of 
truth  ?  After  this,  perhaps  you  may  afk,  why 
we  have  not  placed  his  affairs  in  a  more  profperous 

*  This  Paul,  who  pleaded  for  the  informers  againft  Arif- 
tophaneSj  before  the  Emperor  Conftantius,  is  mentioned 
in  the  fame  oration  of  Libanius,  p.  222.  FABIIICIUS. 

Julian  has ftigmatifed  Paul  as  a  "  notorious  flanderer," 
in  his  Epiftle  to  the  Athenians,  Vol.  I.  p.  92.  See  alfo  Am- 
mianus,  xix.  and  xxii.  He  war,  burnt  alive,  by  the  order 
of  that  prince,  foon  after  his  accellion  to  the  empire ;  a 
fate  to  which  he  ieeuis  to  allude  above  by  ou6a/U,  ("  fiery") 
and  evv»iri(r$n,  ('«  extinguiflied  together.")  In  Fabricius  it 
is  ct.&»»1a,  ("  at  their  firll  appearance.") 

Libanius,  in  the  oration  above  mentioned,  fays,  in  one 
place,  "  Arillophanes  received  many  fevcre  (tripes  from 
"  ball*  of  lead"  [tied,  probably,  to  firings],  "  whicij 
"  Pa\il  thought  fit  inftruments  of  death  ;"  and  in  another, 
that  "  he  had  irritated  Paul  by  fomc  expreffions  fuitable 
**  indeed  to  him,  but  which  it  would  have  been  better  to 
"  have  fuppre fled." 

•j-  The  Emperor  Conftantius.  F,\BRiciUf. 
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ftate,  and  removed  every  inc9nvenience  attending 
ais  difgrace. 

When  two  their  efforts  join,  &c.  ** 
You  and  I  will  confer  together.  For  you  are 
worthy  to  be  confulted,  not  only  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  afiifting  a  man  who  devoutly  honours 
the  Gods,  but  alfo  in  what  manner,  of  which 
indeed  you  have  given  fome  hints.  But  of  thefe 
matters  it  will  be  better  perhaps  to  difcourfe  than 
to  write.  Farewell,  my  mod  dear  and  beloved 
brother  •}-.] 

*  £t>»  n  $0*  tfxoptucti  K.r.  X»     Iliail  X.  224. 

An  expreffion  of  Diomed,  enforcing  the  propriety  of  an 
affiftant  in  his  nightly  expedition.  The  fame  meaning  is 
conveyed  by  our  Englifli  proverb,  '*  Two  heads  are  better 
"  than  one." 

f  This  yvas  immediately  followed  by  Atiyr«»  Si  ^9if  ro» 
foyw,  x.  T.  x.  ("  Reading  yeiterday  ydur  oration,  &c.") 
which  is  the  XlVth  Epiftle  of  Julian  [lee  p.  28.]  pub- 
limed  by  Ezech.  Spanheim,  among  his  works,  as  a  fingle 
Epittle,  and  (as  is  very  probable)  totally  unconne£ted  with 
the  forruer.  WOLFIUS. 

The  concluding  farewell  is  exactly  the  fame  with  that  of 
Epiftle  III.  to  Libanius  alfo. 

All  that  is  between  [  ]  is  only  in  the  copy  publiflied  by 
Wolfiu?, 
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Epiftle  LXIX  *.     To  SOSIPATER  f. 

TT 7  H  E  N  an  opportunity  offers  of  writing  to 
our  friends  by  a  domeftic,  the  pleafure  it 
affords  is  much  augmented.  For  thus  your  letters 
convey  to  them  fomething  more  than  a  mere  image 
of  your  mind.  So  fortunate  am  I  at  prefent.  And 
therefore,  as  I  was  fending  to  you  Antiochus,  the 
tutor  of  my  fons  J,  I  could  not  omit  this  oppor- 
tunity of  informing  you,  that  if  you  wifh  to  have 
any  intelligence  concerning  us,  you  may  learn  it 
particularly  from  him.  And  if  you  have  a  regard 
for  your  friends,  and  that  you  have  fome  I  am 
certain,  when  you  have  a  fimilar  opportunity  of 
writing,  you  will  by  no  means  neglect  it. 

*  This,  and  the  feven  following  Epiftles  (and  alfo  great 
part  of  the  LIXth  and  LXVlIIth,  as  has  been  obferved  in  the 
notes  on  each)  were  firft  publifhed  by  Fabricius,  in  his  Lux 
Evangeliij  1731,  with  a  Latin  tranflation.  He  was  indebted 
for  them,  he  fays,  to  Count  ChriftianDannefhiold  de  Samfoa 
(then  lately  deceafed),  who  purchafed  them  in  1726,  to- 
gether with  many  hundreds  of  unpublifhed  epiftles  of  Li- 
banius,  at  the  public  audion  of  the  library  of  the  "  moft 
"  noble  and  learned  Frederick  Roftgaard,"  having  been  trail* 
fcribed  by  him  in  Italy,  from  the  Vatican,  Medicean,  and 
Ainbroiian  libraries.  See  p.  193,  note  *. 

•f  Or  \vas  it  "  to  Sopater,"  the  fon-in-law  of  Jamblichus, 
\vho  is  frequently  mentioned  in  the  XXVIIth,  XLth,  and 
)JIId  Epiftles  of  Julian  ?  FABRICIUS. 

See  p.  70,  note  f. 

$  This  probably  muft  be  the  perfon  mentioned  by  the 
fame  appellation  (Tpfivs  TAW  »«n/!«  s«»J»«>)  in  Epiftle  XL, 
i-oe  p.  102.  note  f. 
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Epiftle  LXX.    To  PHILIP  *. 

TT7  HILE  I  was  Ciefar,  the  Gods  can  wimefs,    A   r. 

I  wrote  to  you,  and,  I  think,  more  than 
once.  Great  certainly  was  the  impulfe  I  felt,  but 
many  and  various  were  my  avocations  ;  and,  befides, 
as  the  friendfhip  between  me  and  the  bleflfed  f  Con- 
flantius,  in  confequence  of  my  advancement,  was 
that  of  wolves,  I  was  extremely  cautious  of  writ- 
ing to  any  one  beyond  the  Alps,  led  I  fiiould  in- 
volve him  in  the  greateft  difficulties.  Confider 
my  writing  to  you  now  as  a  proof  of  my  friend- 
fliip,  for  frequently  the  tongue  refufes  to  corre- 
fpond  with  the  heart.  And  fubjefts  perhaps  have 
reafon  to  exult  and  glory  in  being  able  to  (hew  the 
letters  of  princes^  difplaying  them  to  the  unex- 
perienced, like  rings  to  perfons  unacquainted  with 

*  This  fcems  to  be  the  fame  to  whom  there  are  feventl 
Epiftles  of  Libanius,  in  [one  of]  which  he  fays,  that  the 
letters  which  he  received  from  Philip  were  written  "  not 
"  uithink,  but  xvith  .  a  Pegafcan  liquor."  FABRICIUS. 

Libanius  had  two  correfpondents  of  this  name,  one  a 
prefect,  whom  he  mentions  in  his  Life,  p.  25,  and  the 
other  a  poet. 

It  muft  have  been  written  in  the  fpring  of  362,  probably 
nt  Conftantinople,  when  Julian  was  preparing  to  remove  tu 
Antioch. 

f  So  Julian  ufed  to  ftyle  Conftantius,  now  dead,  as  he 
calls  him  pax«f»1i,{  in  his  XXXIfl  and  LVIlith  Epiftles,  and 
ili  his  XXIlId,  txu»w  MEV  *»,  tsr«&i  ^cDc 
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fuch  trinkets.  True  friendfhip  is  generally  found 
between  equals;  but  there  is  a  fecond  kind,  when 
one  has  a  real,  not  a  pretended,  efteem  for  the 
other,  and  though  fuperior  in  rank  and  genius,  is 
loved  for  his  good-nature,  affability,  and  difcretion. 
But  fuch  epiftles  are  apt  to  be  filled  with  vanity 
ami  trifles.  And  I  often  reproach  myfelf  for 
making  them  too  prolix,  and  being  too  loquacious, 
when  I  fhould  teach  my  tongue  a  Pythagorean 
filence. 

I  have  received  your  prefents,  a  filvcr  cup,  a 
pound  in  weight,  and  a  piece  of  gold  coin.  I  am 
indeed  defirous,  as  you  fay  in  your  letter,  of  hav- 
ing your  company  here.  But  now  the  fpring  ap- 
proaches, the  trees  begin  to  bloflbm,  and  the 
•{wallows,  though  not  yet  expected,  when  they  arr 
rive,  will  expell  us,  engaged  on  a  like  expedition, 
from  our  houfes,  and  bid  us  remove  to  a  diftant 
country.  Therefore,  as  we  (h.all  pafs  near  you, 
it  will  be  better  for  you,  if  the  Gods  permit, 
to  meet  us  in  your  own  neighbourhood.  This,  I 
hope,  will  foon  happen,  unlefs  fomething  provi- 
dential prevents :  which  may  the  Gods,  avert ! 
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Epiflle  LXXI.     To  EUTHERIUS  *, 

TT7"  E  live,  preferved  by  the  Gods  f,  Offer  fa- 
crifices  therefore  to  them  in  acknowledge- 
ment of  my  fafety ;  but  not  for  the  fafety  of  one 
individual  only,  but  of  all  the  Greeks  J  in  general. 
If  you  have  leifure  to  pafs  over  §  to  Conflanti- 
pople,  I  (hall  think  myfelf  not  a  little  honoured 
by  your  company. 

*  To  this  Eutherius  I  have  three  Epiftles  of  Libanius 
in  MS.  FABRICIUS. 

There  are  fix  in  the  edition  of  Wolfius.  Julian  ipuft 
have  written  this  foon  after  his  arrival  at  Conftantinpple  «iu 
the  winter  of  361. 

f  2.upu  wo  T*>»  ©£«»  o-w9*v1«j.  On  the  fame  occafion  Juliaa 
ufes  an  exprei^jion  very  fimilar  to  this  in  his  XIILth  Epiftle, 
to  his  uncle:  Zupi> <&a.  raj  ©«ab-.  In  the  Latin  of  Fabricius 
it  is  mifprinted  Ficimus. 

J  Meaning  the   Gentile  worfhippers  of  idols. 

FABRICIUS. 

§  This  expreffion  (&a£i)i>a»)  ihews,  that  Eutherius  wa$ 
^hen  on  ^he  oppofite  fide  of  the  Bofphoru?. 
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Epiftie  LXXH.     To  the  PATRIARCH  *. 

TH 1  S  is  the  fecond  letter  that  I  have  font  in 
favour  of  Amogila  -f,  my  former  having 
been  rendered  ineffectual  by  the  powerful  influence 
of  her  oppreflbrs.  Lamenting  therefore  the  fate 
of  my  former  Epiftie,  pay  due  regard  to  this,  and 
make  1 1  not  neceflary  for  us  to  write  a  third. 

*  Mention  is  made  of  Julus,  the  Patriarch  of  the  Jews, 
whom  he  calls  "  moft  venerable,"  in  the  XXVth  Epiftie  of 
Julian.  FABRICIUS. 

See  p.  50. 

This,  as  has  been  obferved  of  the  LXIVth  Epiftie,  p. 
1^4.  has  alfo,  by  miftakc,  been  afcribed  to  Libanius,  being 
printed  in  the  edition  of  Wolfius,  as  the  DCCCXXXVth  of 
his  Epiftles.  There  are  fix  more  to  infcribed.  But  a  MS.  of  one 
of  them  in  the  Vatican  library  has  the  addition  of  ArJis^iwr. 
This  therefore,  and  all  of  them,  were  probably  addrefled, 
not  to  the  Jewifh  Patriarch,  as  Fabricius  fuppofes,  but  to 
the  Chrifhan  Patriarch  of  Aniioch,  who  in  the  year  361  was 
Meletius. 

•f-  A/Aor/iXn?.    In  the  copy  (above  mentioned)  afcrrbed  to 
Libanius,  the  name  is  AP/*«HXA»J?,  (**  Ammonilla.") 
This  is  followed  in  Fabricius,  by 

"  To  jErius.     (Seep.  78.) 

«'  Kowws  /*«»  awaa-i,  8zc.  This,  in  the  editions  of  Petau  and 
"  Ez.  Spanheim,  is  the  XXXlft  Epiftie,  p.  405,  but  inftead 
««  of  Koi»*(,  ("  in  general,")  we  there  read  AO^OIJ,  (««  the 
"  reft,")  and  then  inftead  of  the  words  ^i%g»  T»  rpaloTtJi* 
"  T»  i/*«,  ("  as  far  as  [my]  camp,")  there  is  only  in  the 
"  Medicean  MS.  pig?' TH  rpaWiltf.  This  Epiftie,  by  which 
**  we  find  the  bifhops,  whom  Conftantius  had  banilhed, 
*•  recalled  by  Julian,  is  mentioned  by  Sozomen,  /.  v.  c.  5." 
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Epiftle  LXXIIL     To  DIOGENES  *. 

A  F  T  E  R  your  departure,  Diogenes,  your  Ton 
*••*'  came  to  me,  and  faid,  you  were  angry  with 
him,  and  as  much  enraged  as  a  father  could  be 
with  a  fon  :  he  begged  me  therefore  to  intercede 
for  him,  and  to  reconcile  you  to  him.  If  his  of- 
fence be  flight,  and  fuch  as  may  eafily  be  forgiven, 
yield  to  nature,  and,  recollecting  that  you  are  a 
parent,  reflore  your  fon  to  favour.  But  if  it  be 
fuch  as  cannot  be  pardoned,  you  yourfelf  are  the 
beft  judge  which  is  moft  expedient,  to  a&  gene- 
roufly  on  this  occafion,  and  to  conquer  the  dif* 
pofition  of  your  fon  by  the  beft  advice,  or  to  truft 
his  amendment,  and  the  reparation  of  his  fault,  to 
length  of  time. 

*  An  Athenian  philofopher,  to  whom  there  are  fome 
Epiftles  of  Libanius.  FABRICIUS. 

In  one  of  them  he  acquaints  Diogenes  with  the  death 
and  burial  of  his  wife.  He  is  alfo  mentioned  by  Julian 
in  his  XXXVth  Epiftle.  See  p.  90.  He  was  the  uncle  of 
Ariftophanes,  the  Corinthian,  mentioned  p.  193. 
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EpifHe  LXXIV.    To  PRISCUS~*. 

N  receiving  your  letter,.  I  immediately  dif- 
patched  Archelaus  -j^,  and  gave  him  Come 
epiftles  for  you,  with  a  paffport,  as  you  defired, 
for  a  longer  time.  If  you  are  inclined  to  fpeculate 
the  ocean,  every  thing,  under  God,  .will  profper 
to  your  wifli,  unlefs  you  dread  the  inelegance  of 
the  Galatians,  or  a  ftorm.  But  this  will  be  as  God 
(hall  think  fit.  I  fwear  to  you  by  him,  who  is  to. 
me  the  giver  and  preferver  of  all  good,  that  I  wifh 
to  live  only  for  the  fake  of  being  ufeful  to  you. 
By  you,  I  mean  the  true  philofophers ;  of  whom 
convinced  that  you  are  one,  you  well  know  how 
much  I  have  loved,  and  love  you,  and  wifh  to  fee 
you.  May  divine  Providence  preferve  you  in 
health  many  years,  my  mod  efteemed  and  friendly 
brother  !  The  excellent  Hippia,  and  your  children, 
I  falute. 

*  The  father  of  the  praefeft  Anatolius.       FABRICIUS. 

Anatolius  was  mafter  of  the  offices,  and  was  killed  in 
the  fame  ikirmim  in  which  Julian  himfelf  was  mortally 
wounded.  He  would  otherwife  perhaps  have  fucceeded 
that  prince,  as  he  himfelf  is  faid  to  have  vviflied.  For  aa 
account  of  Prilcus,  fee  p.  6.  note  f. 

f  To  this  Archelaus,  as  I  fuppofe,  Libanhis  has  four 
Epiftles,  in  one  of  which  he  expoftulates  with  him  for 
r uvioufly  burning  fome  of  his  declamations. 
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Epiftte  LXXV.    ToLiBANius,  Sophift  and 
Qjwcftor  *. 

T_T  O  W  fortunate  was  our  difappointment  of  a 
public  carriage  !  For  inftead  of  the  terror  and 
apprehenfion  attendant  on  fuch  a  vehicle,  where  we 
meet  with  drunken  muleteers,  and  mules,  like  thofc 
in  Homer,  "  pampered  with  barley  f,"  fuch  arc 
iheir  idlenefs  and  repletion,  and  are  annoyed  with 
clouds  of  duft  and  the  intolerable  diflbnance  of 
clamorous  drivers  and  fmacking  whips  J,  I  now 
travel  at  my  leifure  on  a  pleafant  fhady  road, 
abounding  with  fountains,  and  having  many  com- 
modious inns,  and  when  the  hour  of  refreftiment 
arrives,  1  reft  wherever  I  pleafe,  beneath  the  fpa- 
cious,  fragrant  boughs  of  the  plane  or  cyprefs, 
with  the  Myrrhinufian  §  Phaedrus  |j,  or  fome  other 
work  of  Plato,  in  my  hands.  As  1  thus  enjoy  an 
unembarrafled  journey,  did  I  not  communicate  this 
pleafure  to  you,  my  deareft  friend,  I  fhould  think 
myfelf  inexcufable, 

*  So  ilyied  alfo  in  Epiftle  XXVIIth.  But  here,  for  a. 
reaibn  given  below,  H'uipept  it  to  be  an  anachionifm. 

-j-  Aitcrro-ao-i.  Iliad.  VI.  506.  xv.  263. 

I  The  inconveniences  of  the  public  vehicles  in  thofe 
days  feem  by  this  account  very  firqilar  to  thofe  experienced 
in  our  times.  Had  Julian  then  been  Emperor,  or  even 
C^far,  all  the  public  carriages,  with  their  motion*,  would 
have  been  at  his  command. 

§  Of  Myrrhinus  in  Attica.  FABRICIUS, 

|1  The  book  of  Plato  Ib  inlcribed,  from  his  fcholarof  that 
name. 
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Epiftle  LXXVI.  To  the Philofopher EUCLID*. 

T 17  H  E  N  did  you  leave  us,  that  we  mufl:  write 
to  you  ?  or  when  do  we  not  view  you,  as  if 
you  were  dill  prelent,  with  the  eyes  of  our  mind, 
feeming  not  only  to  be  conftantly  enjoying  your 
company  and  converfation,  but  alfo  taking  the  fame 
care  of  your  affairs  as  when  you  were  here?  If, 
however,  you  would  have  me  write  to  you  as  to 
one  who  is  abfent,  confider  whether  this  requeft 
does  riot  prove  that  you  are  really  abfent.  Be  that 
as  it  may,  if  it  gratifies  you,  even  in  this  we  readily 
obey  you.  Indeed,  according  to  the  proverb,  you 
will  fpur  to  the  field  a  free  horfe-  See  then  that 
you  make  a  fimilar  return,  and  fail  not  to  be  punc- 
tual in  your  replies.  Though  I  am  unwilling  to 
interrupt  your  labours  for  the  pnblic  good,  yet, 
as  I  obferve  that  you  purfue  what  is  excellent,  far 
from  offending  I  fhall  feem  to  render  an  eflential 
fervice  to  all  Greece  by  difmiffing  you  unmolefted, 
like  a  generous  hound,  to  track  learning  through 
all  her  paths,  through  every  footflep  -f.  If  you 
have  fuch  alacrity  as  neither  to  negleft  your  friends, 
nor  to  difcontinue  thefe  purfuits,  hafle,  and  exert 
yourfelf  in  both  thofe  courfes. 

*  I  do  not  recolleft  that  this  philofopher  is  elfewhere 
mentioned,  either  by  Julian  or  Libanius.  An  Eucladius 
occurs  in  the  DCLxxnid  Epiftle  of  the  latter. 

f  B»^o!»,  other  w  ife  A«/*p«]if  ("argument.")     FABRICIUS. 

Epiftola 
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•Epiftola  LXXVII  *.  Ad  PHOTINUJV*  f  . 

'  I  *  U  quidem,  O  Photine,  verifimilis  videris  et 
•*•  proximus  falvare,  benefaciens  nequaquam  in 
utero  inducere  quern  credidifti  Deum.  Diodorus  ^ 
autem  Nazarai  magus  ejus  pigmentalibus  man- 
gonels acuens  irrationabilitatem  acutus  apparuit 
fophifta  rcligionis  agreftis.  *  *  *  *  Quod  fi  nobis 
opitulati  fuerint  dii,  et  dese,  et  mufae  omnes,  ct 
foruma,  oftendemus  infirmum  et  corruptorcm  le- 


•*  This  Epiftle,  mentioned  by  Fabricius,  in  his  Lux  E 
gelii,  p.  310.  is  preferved  by  Facundus,  bifhop  of  Her- 
mania  in  Africa,  in  his  book  dedicated  to  the  Emperor 
Juftinian,  in  defence  of  the  "  three  chapters,  "  as  tliey  wcrs 
called,  which  were  the  writings  of  Theodore  of  Mopi\iciUat 
Theodoret  of  Cyprus,  and  Ibas  of  Edefla,  againlt  all  n-hicli 
Juftinian  had  published  an  edift,  A.  D.  544.  See  Moflirim, 
I.  299.  Jt  was  printed  by  Sinnond,  at  Paris,  1629,  8vo  ; 
and  from  that  edition,  p.  163,  this  letter  is  extracted. 

This  letter  of  Julian,  if  noc  written  originally  in  Latin. 
feems  to  have  been  tranllated  in  a  very  bomiiaft  ihle.  He 
here  threatens  his  work  againft  the  ChriiHans.  1  will  not 
give  it  in  Englidi. 

f  Photinus,  biftiop  of  Sirmium,  publiflied,  in  the  year 
343,  his  opinions  concerning  the  deity,  »vhich  vere  equally 
repugnant  to  the  orthodox  and  Arian  fyftems.  His  te- 
merity was  chaftifed,  not  only  by  the  orthodox  in  the 
councils  of  Antioch  and  Milan,  held  in  the  years  34.5  and 
347,  and  in  that  of  Sirmium,  whole  date  is  uncertain,  buc 
alfo  by  the  Arians,  in  one  of  their  aHemblies  held  at  Sir- 
mium, in  the  year  351.  In  coniequence  of  all  this,  pho- 
tinus  was  degraded  from  the  epifcopal  dignity,  and  died 
in  exile  in  the  year  372.  MOSHEIM. 

For  his  extravagant  notions  fee  vol.  I.  of  this  hiiturian, 
223. 

J  Of  Antioch,  biftiop  of  Tarfus,  an  orthodox  prelate. 
See  Molheim,  I,  i8S,  and  Moreri,  article  DLdirc  a'  /h:!c-J.c. 
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gum,  et  rationum,  ct  myfteriorum  paganorum,  ct 
deoruin  infernorum,  ct  ilium  novum  ejus  deum 
Galilamm  quern  xternum  fabulosc  prcedicat  indignS 
morte  et  fepultura  denudatum  connftas  a  IViodoro 
deitatis  !  Ifte  enim  malo  communis  utilitatis  Atkenas 
navigans,  et  philofophans,  imprudenter  muficorum 
participatus  eft  rationem,  et  rhetoricis  confecYi- 
onibus  odibilem  adarmavit  linguam  adverfus  cx- 
leftes  deos  ufque  adeo  ignorans  paganorum  myf- 
teria  omncmque  miferabiliter  imbibens,  ut  aiunt, 
dcgenerum  et  imperitorum  ejus  theologornm  pifca- 
torum  errorem.  Propter  quod  jam  diu  eft  quod  ab 
ipfis  punitur  diis.  Jam  enim  per  multos  annos  in 
periculum  converfus,  et  in  corruptionem  thoracis 
incidens,  ad  fummum  pervenit  fupplicium.  Oaine 
ejus  corpus  confumptum  eft  :  nam  mal^e  ejus  conci- 
derunr,  rugae  vero  in  altitudinem  corporis  defcen- 
derunt,  quod  non  eft  philofophicse  converfationis 
indicio,  ficut  videri  vult  a  fe  deceptis,  fed  juftitis 
pro  certo  dcorumque  poense  qua  percuticur  com- 
petent! ratione  ufque  ad  noviflimum  vitte  fuae  finem 
afperam  et  amaram  vitam  vivcns  ec  facicm  pallors 
confeftum. 
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Tranflated  from   S  U  I  D  A  S. 


Article   A  M  P  H  I  O  N. 

•  .  •  .T7OR  you  have  leifure,  you  have  excel- 
-•-  lent  natural  endowments,  and,  if  any 
one  ever  had,  a  love  for  philofophy.  Thefe  three 
united  were  fufficient  to  render  Amphion  the  in- 
ventor of  ancient  mufic  *  ;  namely,  time,  divine 
infpiration,  and  the  love  of  harmony.  The  wane 
of  inftruments  cannot  be  any  impediment  to  thefe; 
and  he  who  is  pofiefTed  of  thefe  three  will  cafily 
find  thofe.  Have  we  not  heard  that  Amphion  not 
only  invented  mufic,  but  alfo  the  harp,  either  by 
the  wonderful  powers  of  his  genius,  or  fome  divine 
affiftance,  or  fome  unufual  co-operation  ?  And  mo  ft 
of  the  ancients,  by  principally  attending  to  thefe 
three,  feem  to  have  philofophifed  without  difguife, 
and  to  have  required  nothing  elfe. 

*  The  lute,  on  which  Amphion  played  fo  harmonioully  as. 
to  bring  together  the  llones  with  which  the  tower  of  Thebes 
was  built,  is  laid  by  others  to  have  been  prefented  to  him 
by  Mercury.  Some  fuppofe  that  there  were  two  Amphions, 
and  that  the  younger,  called  the  Dircxan,  from  the  river 
Dirce,  in  JJoeotia,  was  the  mufician  and  :he  inventor  of 

(T!«flC. 

Article 
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Article  HERODOTUS. 

TTTHO  is  ignorant  of  what  the  ^Ethiopians 
*  *  faid  of  the  mod  nouriihing  food  we  have? 
On  tafting  fome  of  our  bread,  "  they  wondered", 
they  faid,  "  how  we  could  live  upon  dung,"  if  we 
may  credit  the  Thurian  hiftorian  *.  Thofe  who 
have  treated  on  the  various  climates  of  the  earth 
alfo  relate  that  there  are  nations  of  men  who  feed 
on  fifh  and  flefli,  and  never,  even  in  a  dream,  faw 
fuch  diet  as  ours.  If  any  one  of  them  (hould  at- 
tempt to  adopt  our  mode  of  living,  he  would  fare 
no  better  than  thofe  who  fwalJow  hellebore  or 
hemlock. 

*  Herodotus,  fo  called  from  Thurium  in  Magna  Graccia, 
v.here  he  lived  and  died.  Julian  gives  him  the  fame  ap- 
pellation in  Epiftle  XXII.  The  paflage  to  which  he  here 
alludes  is  in  the  ind  book  of  that  hiftorian,  and  is  part 
of  the  enquiry  which  the  Ethiopians  made  of  the  Ichtby* 
gfbagft  or  "  fifli-eaters,"  whom  Cambyfes  fent  to  explore 
that  country.  Their  king,  they  faid,  lived  upon  bread, 
explaining  the  nature  of  wheat,  and  that  eighty  years  was 
the  longeft  period  propofed  by  a  Perfian.  The  Ethiopian 
anlwercd,  "  I  do  not  wonder,  as  you  live  upon  dung,  that 
*'  you  are  fo  mort-lived ;  and,  were  it  not  for  thir 
"  beverage  (wine),  you  would  not  live  fo  long." 

This  extraordinary  perfon  was  born  at  Halicarnaflus,  a 
Grecian  colony  in  the  leffer  Afia,  not  long  before  the  in- 
vauon  of  Greece  by  the  armies  of  Xerxes.  In  his  youth 
he  retired  from  his  native  city  to  Samos,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  arbitrary  proceedings  of  Lygdamis,  the  grandfon  of 
the  famous  Artemilia,  who  acquitted  herfelf  with  much 
honour  in  the  naval  engagement  of  Salamis.  There  he 
formed  hirr.felf  upon  the  dialedt  of  Ionia,  and  compiled  his 

hiftory 
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hiftory,  which  begins  with  Candaules  andCyrus^and  comes 
down  to  the  battle  of  Mycale,  towards  the  latter  end  of 
the  reign  of  Xerxes,  a  period  of  120  years.  In  the  mean 
time  he  Ipared  no  pains  to  inform  himlelf  of  all  that  was 
necefl'ary,  in  the  beft  manner  which  he  could.  To  this  end 
he  travelled  into  jtgyptj  furveyed  its  chief  towns,  con- 
Verfed  with  the  prielts  of  Thebes  and  Memphis,  -and  pene- 
trated into  the  principles  of  their  religion  and  learning,  as 
far  as  his  own  lag.icity  could  carry  him,  and  their  reclufe- 
neis  would  permit  him.  He  travelled  through  the  feveral 
diiiricls  and  republics  of  Greece,  faw  the  principal  cities 
of  Afi.i,  and  vifited  the  borders  of  Thrace^  Scyrhia^  and 
Arabia.  Returning,  however,  after  a  long  vo; ^nfiry  exile, 
into  his  own  country,  he  bore  a  considerable  fhare  in  the 
cxpulfion  of  the  tyrant  ;  but  meeting  with  envy  from  hi* 
fellow-citizens,  inftead  of  thit  gratitude  which  he  expected 
as  the  mil  re-vard  of  .his  fei  vices,  hz  went  to  Athens,  and 
after  about  a  twelvemonth's  (lay  there,  departed  into  Italy 
with  a  colony  of  Athenians,  to  build  a  city  called  Thurium 
(hence  the  above  appellation)  near  the  ruins  of  the  ancient 
Sybaris.  As  foou  as  he  had  drawn  up  his  hiftory  from  the 
materials  he  had  collecled  with  fuch  infinite  diligence  and 
induftry,  he  determined  to  expofe  it  to  the  judgement  of 
all  Greece.  It  happened,  that  during  his  relidence  at 
Athens,  bcfides  the  tea  ft  of  Panathensea  where  he  read  hij 
work  ajoud,  the  Olympian  exerciies  were  performed,  to 
which  the  Grecians  retorted  in  general  from  each  ftate,  and 
thus  he  had  a  very  favourable  opportunity  of  putting  his 
defign  into  execution.  Many  of  his  auditors  had,  no 
doubt,  been  perfonally  engaged  in  fome  of  the  battles 
againft  Xerxes  and  Mardonius,  and  not  on?  of  them  could 
be  unacquainted  with  the  principal  facls  of  a  war,  fo  ho« 
nourable  to  Greece,  and  fo  inglorious  to  Perfia.  In  tho 
midft  of  this  aflembly  he  declared,  that  "  he  appeared  be* 
"  fore  them  not  fo  much  a  fpetftator  of  their  games,  as  A 
*'  competitor  for  the  prize  of  reputation  ;"  and  recited  hif 
work  publickly  a  fecond  time  with  univerfal  applaufe.  Of 
this  nothing  can  be  a  greater  teftimony  than  that  the  names 
of  the  nine  Mules  have  been  given  to  the  nine  books  of  his 
hiftory,  as  if  the  compofition  were  above  the  ftindard  of 
humanity j  and  the  joint  labour  of  thofe  celebrated  divinities. 

VOL,  It.  P  Article 


EPISTLES   OF   JULIA  NV 


Article  MUSONIUS  *. 

;  \  .  ¥  I  A  H  E  drunken  abufe,  with  which  the  com- 
•*•  raander  in  Greece  f  has  loaded  me,  you 
have  borne  with  ferenity,  thinking  that  it  did  not 
in  the  lead  concern  you.  As  to  your  earneft  de- 
fire  to  be  ferviceable  to  the  city  in  which  you  re- 
fide,  that  is  a  certain  proof  of  a  philofophical 
mind.  The  firft  feems  to  me  fukable  to  Socrates, 
the  fecond  to  Mufonius.  He  faid  that  it  was 
wrong  for  a  good  man  to  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  in- 
jured by  the  wicked  }.  For  he  had  the  fnper- 
intendence  of  the  towers  when  he  was  banifhed 
by  Nero. 

*"  For  an  account  of  Mufonius,  fee  the  Epiftle  to  The* 
miftius,  Vol.  I.  p,  25.  note  |J. 

f  This  poflibly  might  be  Dionyfius,  whofe  "  drunken 
**  abufe"  Julian  mentions  in  Epiftle  LIX.  p.  i6<j.  The  words 
in  the  original  are  fimilar,  vx^tixv  and  ffurapwnjKa?. 

*  Though  I  have  literally  tranflated  this  paflage,  I  do 
not  clearly  apprehend  its  meaning,  or  its  connexion  with 
what  follows. 
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'Article  X  P  H  M  A. 

UR  journey  lay  through  the  Hercynian  A.  D, 
foreft  *.  There  I  faw  a  mofl  wonder- 
ful fight  (xf^cs,  ££#/cr/oy).  I  can  confidently  allure 
you,  that  you  have  never  feen  the  like,  though  I 
know  that  there  are  many  of  the  kind  in  the  Ro- 
man dominions.  But  let  any  one  think  of  the  in- 
acceflible  ThejTalian  Tempe,  or  of  Thermopylae  f, 
or  of  ftecp  and  extenfive  Taurus  J  ;  and  all  thefe 
will  feem  infignificant  when  compared  in  rugged- 
nefs  with  the  Hercynian  foreft. 

c  *  This  fecms  alfo  to  be  ftyled  the  Hercynian  foreft  by 
Zofimu's,  /.  in.  It  is  at  prefent  called  der  Spejfard,  for- 
merly a  part  of  the  Hercynian  foreft,  and  is  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Mayne,  not  far  from  the  confluence  of  the 
Rhine  and  Mofelle,  as  Cluverius  fays,  /.  in.  c.  7. 

VAI.OIS. 

In  Cafar's  time  this  foreft  extended  from  the  country 
of  the  Rauraci  (Bafil)  into  the  boundlefs  regions  of  the 
North.  Julian  mentions  his  being  "  fent  into  the  Her- 
"  cynian  foreft  when  he  had  fcarce  arrived  at  manhood," 
in  the  Mifopogon,  p.  275  ;  and  Ammianus,  xvn.  i.  where 
ic  is  ftyled  filvam  fqualore  tenelrarum  borrendam. 

•\-  Straits  between  the  mountains  of  Theflaly  and  Phocii, 
v>-hieh  divide  Greece,  famous  for  the  defence  of  Leonichs 
ggaind  the  Perilans. 

J  The  higheft  and  moil  exteofive  mountains  in  Afia. 
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N.  B.  Thofe  tranflated  by  M.  de  la  Bleterie  are 
marked  with  Arabic  figures,  which  (hew  the  chro- 
nological order  in  which  he  has  endeavoured  (as  far 
as  he  could)  to  arrange  them.  Callus  to  Julian, 
^nd  Julian  to  Themiftius,  are  his  two  firft.  And 
thole  to  the  Athenians  and  Conflantius  he  has 
emitted. 
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L  I  B  A  N  I  U  S,   the  SOPHIST. 

From  the  Latin 

Of  JOHN  ALBERT  FABRICIUS,  D.  D.  * 


LIB  ANIUS  was  born  of  an  ancient  and  noble 
family  at  Antioch,  on  the  Orontes,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  314.  Suidas  calls  his  father 
*'  Phafganius;"  but  this  was  the  name  of  one  of 
his  uncles  f ;  the  other,  who  was  the  elder,  was 
named  Panolbius.  His  great  grandfather,  who 
excelled  in  the  art  of  divination,  had  publilhed  feme 
pieces  in  Latin,  which  occafioned  his  being  fup- 
pofed  by  fome,  but  falfly,  to  be  an  Italian.  His 
maternal  and  paternal  grandfathers  were  eminent 
ja  rank  and  in  eloquence ;  the  latter,  with  his 
brother  Brafidas,  was  put  to  death,  by  the  order  of 

*  In  his  Bibiiotheca  Grseca,  vol.  vii.  p.  378. 

t  Libunius,  in  his  Life  (which  he  fays,  p.  19,  he  wrote 
when  le  was  fixty),  vol.  11.  p.  6.  and  40,  and  Orat.  xxiv. 
p.  534.  He  mentions,  p.  46.  that  he  attained  his  fiftieth 
year  under  Jovian  j  and,  p.  48,  his  fifty-ieventh  under 
Valcns,  FABRICIUS. 

Diocletian, 
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Diocletian,  in  the  year  303,  after  the  tumult   of 
the   tyrant   Eugenius.     Libanius,    of   his  father's 
three  fons  the  fecond,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  his 
age,  wifhing  to  devote  himfelf  entirely  to  litera- 
ture, complains  that  he  met  with  fome  "  fhadows 
"  of  fophifls."  Then,  aflifte.d  by  a  proper  matter  *, 
he  began  to  read  the  ancient  writers  at  Antioch, 
and  from  thence,  with  Jafion,  a  Cappadocian,  went 
to  Athens,  and  refiding  there  for  more  than  four 
years  became  intimately  acquainted  with  Crifpinus 
of  Heraclea,  who,  he  fays,  enriched  him  afterwards 
with  books  at  Nicomedia,  and  went,  but  feldom,  to 
the  fcKools  of  Diophantus.     At  Conflantinople  he 
ingratiated  himfelr  with  Nicocles  of  Lacedaemon  (a 
grammarian,  who  was  matter  to  the  Emperor  Julian), 
and  the  fophift  Bemarchi'us.    Returning  to  Athens, 
and  foliciting  the  office  of  a  profeflbr,  which  the  pro- 
conful  had  before  intended  for  him  when  he  was 
twenty-five  years  of  age,  a  certain  Cappadocian  hap- 
pened to  be  preferred  to  him.  But  being  encouraged 
by  Dionyfius,  a  Sicilian,  who  had  been  prsefeft  of 
Syria,  fome  fpecimens  of  his  eloquence,  that  were 
publifhed  at  Conftantinople,  made  him  fo  generally 
known  and  applauded,  that  he  collected  more  than 
eighty  difciples,  the  two  fophifts,  who  then  filled 
fhe  chair  there,  raging  in   vain,  and  Bemarchius 
ineffectually    oppofing  him  in  rival  orations,   and 
when  he  could  not  excell  him,  having  recourfe  to 

*  This  was  probably  the  fame  whom  Libnnius  freed 
from  the  refentmeut  of  the  Emperor  Conitantius,  as  he 
relates,  p.  34.  FAERICIUS. 

5  the 
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the  frigid  calumny  of  magic.  At  length,  about 
.the  year  346,  being  expelled  .the  city  by  his  com- 
petitors *,  the  prcefeft  Limenius  concurring,  he 
repaired  to  Nice,  and  foon  after  to  Nicomedia,  the 
Athens  of  Bir.hynia,  where  his  excellence  in  fpeak- 
ing  began  to  be  more  and  more  approved  by  all,  and 
Julian,  if  not  a  hearer,  \vas  a  reader  and  admirer 
pf  his  orations.  In  the  fame  city,  he  fcys,  he 
was  particularly  delighted  with  the  friendfhip  of 
Arilfoenems  TJ  2nd  the  five  years,  which  he  pafled 
.there,  he  ftyles  *c  the  fpring,  or  any  thing  dfe  that 
et  can  be  conceiyed  pleafanter  than  fpring,  of  his 
"  whole  .life.''  Being  invited  again  to  Conftanti- 
nople,  and  'afterwards  returning  to  Nicomedia,  being 
alfo  tired  of  Conftanrinople,  where  he  found  Phoenix 
and  Zenobiiis,  rival  fophifts,  though  he  was  pa.- 
tronifed  by  Strategius,  who  iucceeded  Domitian  as 
prefect  of  the  Eaft,  pot  daring,  on  account  of  his 
rivals,  to  occupy  the  Athenian  chair,  he  cbtained 
permiffion  from  Callus  fefar  to  yifit,  for  four 
months,  his  native  city  Antiocfa,  where,  after 
Gallus  was  killed  in  354,  he  fixed  his  refidence 
for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  initiated  many 

*  The  jcaloufy  of  his  rivals,  xvho  perfecuted  him  fro.rp 
one  city  to  another,  confirmed  the  favourable  opinion  which 
Lihanius  oftentatioufly  diiplayed  of  his  fuperior  merit. 

GIBBON. 

-f-  The  death  of  this  Ariftcenetu?,  praefeft  of  Bithynia, 
who  was  overwhelmed  at  Nicomedia  by  an  earthquake  in 
358,  he  laments,  p.  40,  and  in  his  XXIXth  and  XXXItt 
EpifUes.  Sec  alfo  the  following  Monody. 

6  in 
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iq  the  facred  rites  of  eloquence.  He  was  alfo  much 
beloved  by  the  Emperor  Julian,  who  heard  his  dif- 
courfes  with  pleafure  *,  received  him  with  kindnefs., 
and  imitated  him  in  his  writings.  Honoured  by 
that  prince  with  the  rank  of  quaeftor  f,  and  with 
feveral  Epiflles  [of  which  fix  only  are  extant  J], 
the  laft  §'  written  by  the  Emperor  during  his  fatal 
expedition  againft  the  Pcrfians,  he  the  mere  la- 
mented his  death  in  the  flower  of  his  age,  as  from 
him  he  had  promiled  himfelf  a  certain  and  lafting 
fupport  both  in  the  worfliip  of  idols  and  in  his 
own  ftudies.  There  was  afterwards  a  report  that 
Libanius,  with  the  younger  Jamblichus,  the  mafter 
of  Proclus,  enquired  by  divination  who  would  be 
the  fuccefTor  of  Valens  ||,  and  in  confequence  with 

difficulty 

*  Fabricius  corrects  this  miflake  in  his  Lux  Evangclii. 
f  Seep.  65. 

J  Viz.  the  iiid,  xivth,  xxvnth,  XLivth,  Lxmith,  and 
ixxv'th;- 

§  The  xxvuth. 

||  In  the  year  373,  or  571,  u-hilft  Valens  was  at  Antioch, 
a  difcovery  was  trade  of  a  confutation  which  fome  Gentiles 
had  together  for  finding  out  the  name  of  the  perfon  who 
ihould  fiicceed  the  Emperor.  There  are  accounts  of  it 
in  feveral  or  out*  Ecclefiaftical  hiltorians,  and  in  divers 
Heathen  authors,  pa;  ticuiaJv  Amrnia'nus  Marcellinus,  who 
is  the  fulleft  of  4all,  and  was  then  in 'the  Eaft,  and  poif-bly 
at  Antioch.  The  confcilions  made  by  patritius  and  Hilary, 
both  Ikilful  diviners,  he  thus  particular'}-  relates  : 

"  A  tripod  made  of  laurel  \vas  artincia'ly  prepared,  and 
confecrated  with  certain  prelcribed  le:ret  charms  and 
invocations.  It  was  then  plaee'd  in  the  middle  of  a 
room,  perfumed  \virh"  Arabian  fpices;  The  charger,  on 
which  it  was  fet,  had  on  its  mrnoit  brim  the  toi'.r  and 
twenty  letters  of  the 'alphabet,  nearly  e:igra?ec],  and  fet 
at  due  difhnces  from  each  other.  Then  a  perion,  clad 
-  •  -  •  '  "  in 
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"  in  linen  veftments,  with  linen  focks  upon  his  feet,  and 
"  a  fui table  covering  upon  his  head,  came  in  with  laurel 
"  branches  in  his  hands,  and,  after  fome  myftic  charms 
"  performed,  fhook  a  ring,  hanging  at  a  curtain,  about 
**  the  edge  of  the  charger ;  which  .jumping  up  and  down, 
"  fell  upon  fome  letters  of  the  alphabet,  where  it  feemed 
'*  to  flay  ;  the  prieft  alfo  then  competing  certain  heroic 
*c  verfes  in  anfwer  to  the  queftions  that  had  been  propofed. 
*'  The  letters,  which  the  ring  pointed  out  in  this  cafe,  were 
"  four,  €>,  E,  O,  A,  which  being  put  together,  one  that 
*'  was  prefent  immediately  exclaimed,  that  the  oracle 
"  plainly  intended  Theodorus"  [then  fecond  in  the  fecre- 
taries  office],  "  nor  did  we  make  any  farther  enquiries, 
**  being  all  well  fatisfied  that  he-was  the  perfon  intended, 
**  though  himfelf  was  totally  ignorant  of  this  proceeding.'1 

Cav^s  TranJlatioH. 

Zonaras  gives  a  different  account  of  the  method  of  divi- 
ration  then  made  ufe  of.  He  fays,  *'  that  the  four  and 
«'  twenty  letters  of  the  alphabet  were  written  upon  the 
*'  ground,  and  at  each  one  was  placed  a  grain  of  wheat  or 
**  barley.  Then,  after  fome  myftic  forms,  a  cock  *  was  let 
*4  cut,  which  picked  iip  fuch  grains  as  lay  at  thofe  four 
"  letters."  But  it  is  much  more  reafonable  to  rely  upon 
Ammianus,  who  was  contemporary,  and  likely  to  be  well 
informed.  His  account  alfo  is  agreeable  to  that  in  Sozo- 
jnen  and  Zofimus,  who  have  both  mentioned  the  tripod. 

When  Libanius  fays,  that  "  Valens  hoped  to  have  had 
*'  him  alfo  accuied  as  one  of  the  conipirators,"  I  take  it  to 
be  a  mere  flouiifh.  He  was  willing  to  make  a  merit  of 
fome  danger  with  the  icil  of  his  friends,  though  really  he 
was  fafe  enough.  LAEPNER. 

For  this  confutation  and  divination  many  were  put  to 
death,  viz.  Simonides  and  Maximus,  philofophers,  the 
latter  the  friend  and  perverter  of  Julian,  Diogenes,  who 
had  been  pra.-fec~t  of  Bithynia,  and  Theodorus,  the  perfon 
mined,  perhaps  with  many  more  who  owned  the  fatal 
tyliables.  Thcodofius  fucceeded.  Alypius  too  (fee  p,  73.) 
who  had  been  vice-prefect  of  Britain,  was  condemned,  but 
only  banimed  ;  and  his  Ion  Hierocles,  when  he  was  leading 
to  execution,  wr,s  happily  faved,  it  is  fuppofed,  by  a  tumult 
of  the  people/ 

*  To  this  method  Fabricius  plainly  alludes  by  ^he  word  alefirytmar.ia. 

Tiie 
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difficulty  efcaped  his  cruelty  *,  Irenasus  attefting 
the  innocence  of  Libanius.  In  like  manner  he 
happily  efcaped  another  calumny,  by  the  favour 
of  Duke  Lupiciuus,  when  he  was  accufed  by  his 
enemy  Fidelis,  or  Fiduftius,  of  having  written 
an  elogium  on  the  tyrant  Procopius  f.  He  was 
not,  however,  totally  neglected  by  Valens,  whom 
he  not  only  celebrated  in  an  oration,  but  ob- 

The  inquifition  into  the  crime  of  magic,  which,  under 
the  reign  of  the  two  brothers,  was  ib  rigoroully  profe- 
cuted  both  at  Rome  and  Antioch,  was  interpreted  as  the 
fatal  fymptom,  either  of  the  difpleafurc  of  heaven,  or  of 
the  depravity  of  mankind.  Lardner  has  copioufly  and 
fairly  examined  this  dark  tranfaclion.  GIBBON. 

*  That  future  events  may  be  conjectured  by  the  motions 
of  the  ftars  Libanius  does  not  deny,  in  an  Epiftle  [th« 
xivth  of  Zambicari,  /.  I.]  to  Euftolius.  That  he  alfo 
ftudied  the  interpretation  of  dreams  may  be  deduced  from 
Vol.  II.  of  his  works,  p.  74.  FAEKICIUS. 

f  Procopius,  a  relation  of  the  Emperor  Julian,  who  had 
haftily  promoted  him,  from  the  obfcure  ftation  of  a  tribune 
and  a  notary,  to  the  joint  command  of  the  army  of  Me- 
fopotahiia,  retired,  after  the  death  of  that  prince,  to  his 
ample  patrimony  in  Cappadocia.  But  being  fufpected  and 
ordered  to  be  apprehended  by  the  new  fovereigns  Valentinian 
and  Valens,  A,  D.  365,  he  efcaped  from  his  guards,  pafled 
over  to  the  country  of  Bofphorus,  and,  after  remaining 
rnany'months  in  that  fequeftered  region,  embarked  for  Con- 
flantinople,  and  affumed  the  fovereignty.  Being  joined  by 
fome  G  illic  foldiers,  whole  numbers  rapidly  increafed,  he 
fubdued  the  unarmed  provinces  of  Bithynia  and  Afia,  the 
£ity  an  1  ifland  of  Cyzicus,  &c.  but  being  at  laft  deierced 
by  his  troops,  in  two  engagements,  after  wandering  fome 
time  among  the  woods  and  mountains  of  Phrygia,  he  w  i, 
betrayed  by  his  defponding  followers,  conducted  to  the  im- 
perial camp,  and  immediately  beheaded. 

rom  GIBBON. 
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tamed  from  him  a  confirmation  of  the  law  againfl 
entire!}7  excluding  illegimitate  children  from  the 
inheritance  of  their  paternal  eflates,  which  he  fo- 
licked  from  the  Emperor,  no  doubt,  for  a  private 
reafon,  fince,  as  Ennapius  informs  us,  he  kept  a 
miilrefs  *,  and  was  never  married.  The  remainder 
of  his  life  he  paffecl,  as  before-mentioned,  at  An- 
tioch,  to  an  advanced  age,  amidft  various  wrongs 
and  oppreffions  from  his  rivals  and  the  times,  which 
he  copioufly  relates  in  his  Life,  though,  tired  of 
ihe  manners  of  that  city,  he  had  thoughts,  in  his 
old  age,  of  changing  his  abode,  as  he  tells  Eufebius 
in  his  DLIVth  Epiftle  [edit.  Wolf.]  He  continued 
there,  however,  and  on  various  occafions  was  very 
ferviceable  to  the  city,  either  by  appealing  fe- 
ditions,  and  calming  the  difturbed  minds  of  the 
citizens,  or  by  reconciling  to  them  the  Emperors 
Julian  and  Theodofms.  That  Libanius  lived  even 
to  the  reign  of  A  read!  us,  that  is,  beyond  the 
leventieth  year  of  his  age,  the  learned  collect  from 
his  oration  on.Lucian  and  the  teftimony  of  Cedrenus: 
and  of  the  fame  opinion ;  is  Godfrey  Olearius,  a 
man  not  more  refpectable  for  his  exquilite  know- 
ledge of  facred  and  polite  literature,  than  for  his 
judgement  and  probity,  in  his  MS.  preelections,  in 

"*  He  laments  her  cle.ith,  and  mentions  a  fon,  whom  he 
had  by  her,  in  his  Life,  p.  82.  and  in  feveral  of  his  Epiftles. 
In  others  it  appears  rhnt  his  mrr.e  was  Cimon  ;  that  his 
father  lent  hirr.  to  ihidy  ;;t  Athens,  and  th.it  he  died  before 
him.  . 

which, 
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,  when  he  was  profeflbr  of  both  languages 
in  the  univerfity  of  his  own  country,  he  has  given 
an  account  of  the  life  of  this  fophift. 

The  writings  of  Libanius  *  are  numerous,  and 
he  compofed  and  delivered  various  orations,  as  well 
demonftrative  as  deliberative,  and  alfo  many  fic- 
titious declamations  and  difputations.  Of  thefe 
Frederick  Morell  f  publifhed  as  many  as  he  could 
collect  in  two  volumes,  folio,  in  Greek  and  Latin.  In 
the  ill  vol.  Paris,  1606,  are  XIII.  Exercifes  (Pro- 

*  The  voluminous  writings  of  Libanius  llill  exift ;  for 
the  moil  part  they  are  the  vain  and  idle  competitions  of 
an  orator,  who  cultivated  the  fcience  of  words ;  the  pro- 
ductions of  a  reclufe  ftudent,  whofe  mind,  regardlefs  of  his 
contemporaries,  was  iuceflantly  fixed  on  the  Trojan  war, 
and  the  Athenian  commonwealth.  GIBBOX. 

f  The  Latin  translation  of  Morell  has  been  obferved  by 
many  of  the  learned  to  be  often  obfcure,  and  in  numberleia 
places  to  have  miftaken  the  fenfe  of  Libanius.  Whoever 
therefore  fliall  undertake  another  edition  of  this  author, 
muft  new  tranflate  many  pafiages,  efpecially  in  the  lid 
volume.  It  is  faid,  neverthelefs,  that  Morell  applied  to 
his  verlion  with  Inch  intenfe  application,  as  not  to  fuffe 
himfelf  to  be  interrupted  by  an  account  that  his  wife  was 
at  the  point  of  death,  if  we  credit  Ifaac  VoiTius,  in  Colo- 
mefius,  p.  99.  of  his  works :  "  I  have  heard  from  M. 
"  Voffius,  that  while  Frederick  Moreil  was  employed  en 
"  Libanius,  fome  one  came  to  inform  him  that  his  wife 
"  was  very  ill :"  to  which  he  replied,  **  I  have  only  three 
"  or  four  fentences  more  to  tranllate,  and  then  I  will  go 
"  ?nd  fee  her."  Another  coming  to  tell  him  that  flic  was 
dying;  «'  1  have  only  two  word i,"  faid  he,  "  1  will  be 
*'  there  as  foon  as  you."  At  laft,  being  informed  that  hur 
wife  was  dead,  "  I  was  very  happy,"  he  anttwered  coldly, 
"  flie  was  an  excellent  woman."  FABRICIUJ. 

gymnafmata) 
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gymnafmata)  XLIV  Declamations  *,  and  1 1 1  mcral 
diflertations,  and  in  the  nd  vol.  Paris,  1627,  are 
the  Life  -j*  of  Libanius,  and  xxxvi  other  orations, 
moft  of  them  long  and  on  ferious  fubjefts. 

Befides  what  are  contained  in  thofe  volumes, 
and  his  Epiftles,  ten  other  works  of  this  fophill 
have  been  feparately  published,  moft  of  them  ora- 
tions J,  and  in  the  Excerpta  Rbctorum  of  Leo 

Allatiusj 

*  That  his  Declamations  were  "  poflefled,  read,  and 
"  thought  worthy  of  being  imitated  by  many,"  appears 
from  an  Epiftle  of  Libanius  to  Archelaus  [xtivth  of  Zam- 
bicari,  /.  i.],  who,  from  envy,  had  committed  forae  of  them 
to  the  flames.  Erafmus  (I.  550.)  has  tranilated  the  ift  of 
them,  the  "  oration  of  Menelaus,"  which  Mcrell  has 
adopted  verlathr:,  without  acknowledgment,  (I.  189.)  hit 
name  being  prefixed  as  the  tranilator  of  them  all. 

f  Libanius  has  compoied  the  vain,  prolix,  but  curious 
narrative  of  his  own  life,  of  which  Eunapius  (p,  130  — 135-) 
has  left  a  concife  and  unfavourable  account.  Among  tlie 
moderns,  Tillemont,  Fabricius,  and  Lardner  have  illui- 
trated  the  character  and  writings  of  this  famous  Ibphift. 

GIBBON* 

f  Of  thef.%  as  of  all  the  others,  Fabricius  has  given 
the  titles  and  fubje&s.  The  Vth  of  them,  "  an  oration 
**  for  the  Temples,"  that  they  may  not  be  destroyed,  to 
Theodofuis  the  Great,  390,  firft  published  by  Godefroi, 
Geneva,  1634.,  410.  is  tranflated  into  Englifli  by  Dr.  Lard* 
^er,  in  his  Jewifh  and  Heathen  Teftimonies,  Vol.  IV.  p. 
137 — 158,  with  Oblervations.  The  Vlth,  '*  On  reveng* 
*'  ing  the  death  of  the  Emperor  Julian,"  addrefled  to  the 
lame  Theodolius,  379,  was  firft  publifhed,  from  the  Bod- 
leian MS.  by  Olearius  above*mentioned,  Leipiic,  1701, 
8vo.  tu  which  he  afterwards  added  a  Latin  tranilation,  and 
learned  notes,  at  the  dcfire  of  Fabricius,  which  he  pub- 
lithed,  in  Bibliotheca  Gr«ca,  Vol.  VII.  p.  145—179,  with 
the  original,  and  affo  with  the  Vllth,  "  To  thofe  who 
«*  called  him  troublefome,"  373;  and  the  Vlllth,  "To 
"  the  Antiochians,  on  appeafmg  the  refentment  of  the 

*4  Emperor" 
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Allatius,  Greek  and  Latin,  Rom.  1641,  8vo.  are 
xxx ix  Narrations,  vii  Defcriptions,  and  vn  more 
Exercifes  of  Libanius,  with  tranfiations  by  Al- 
latius.  His  unpubiiflied  works  are, 

i.  Many  hundred  Epiftles  *  ye:  concealed  in  va- 
rious libraries,  a  mode  of  writing  in  which  it  ap- 
pears he  excelled  by  the  te/limony  even  of  the 
ancients,  particularly  Eunapius  and  Photius  ;  and 
of  that  the  perufal  of  them  will  eafily  convince 
the  intelligent  reader ;  for  they  abound  with  Attic 
wit  and  humour,  and  every  where  recommend 
themfelves  by  their  pointed  concifenefs  no  lefs  than 
by  their  elegance  and  learning  7. 

2.  Several 

"  Frrperor"  [Julian],  363,  both  for  the  firft  time,  and  a 
correct  copy  of  the  "  funeral  oration  on  Julian/'  ui:h 
tranllations  of  them  all  by  the  fame  O'earius. 

*  Eleven  years  after  Fabricius  printed  the  above,  John 
Chrmopher  Yv'olfius,  his  pupil,  friend,  and  col'egue,  affiiled 
by  tne  collections  of  Frederick  Roilg.iard,  a  noble  Da:}?, 
(fee  p.  196.)  publifhcd  at  Hamburgh,  in  one  volume,  folio, 
I75'o,  \\irh  Uarned  notes,  MDCV  Kpiltles  of  Libiiiiius,  in 
Greek  and  Latin,  two-thirds  of  them  colL-cled  from  various 
JS1SS.  to  which  he  added  DXXII  Epiftles  of  the  fame  anchor, 
j;i  Latin  only  (xc  of  them  duplicates,  being  alib  in  the 
(•reck),  tmiiSlated  from  the  originals,  collected  in  Greeco, 
and  publif.jfd  at  Craco'.v,  about  the  middle  of  the  XVth 
century,  by  Francis  Zambicari  of  Bologna,  and  repnbiiili^d 
there  by  John  Sommerfeld,  M.  A.  1504.  See  Vol.  I.  p. 
330,  note*. 

V  The  critics  may  pfaifa  their  fub:Ie  and  elegant  brevity  j 
yc.t  Dr.  Bemley  (Diflertation  upon  Phalaris  p.  487*) 
iDtght  jnftly,  though  quaintly,  obierve,  that  "  yea  feel  by 
*'  the  emptinefs  arid  dcadhel's  of  them,  that  you '  conv-rfe 
"  xvith  Tome  dreaming  pedant,  with  liis  elbovv  upon  his 

41    dcfic.V 
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2.  Several  Orations,  as  in  a  MS,  of  the  Barbe- 
rini  library,  of  excellent  character,  moft  correftly 
written  on  vellnm,  from  which  Allatius  aflerts  *', 
that  all  the  published  works  of  Libanius  might  alfo 
be  given  much  more  correct  and  perfeft. 

3.  Various  Declamations,  in  the  above  MS.  and 
one  in  the' Vatican  library. 

And  that  there  are  many  MS  Epiftles,  Orations, 
and  Declamations  of  Libanius  in  the  Imperial 
library  [at  Vienna],  Neffelius  has  obferved,  affirm- 
ing alfo  that  feveral  Greek  fcholia  are  frequently 
inferted  in  the  margin. 

Though  ib  many  of  the  writings  of  this  fophift 
are  preierved,  there  is  no  doubt  that  many  both 
of  his  Epiftles  and  Orations  have  been  loft  -J-. 

The  MDLXxivth  Epiftle  of  Libanius  occurs  among  thofc 
of  Phalaris,  and  is  infcribed  to  Antimathius,  n.  xxvu. 

It  is  thought  at  prefent  by  almoft  all  the  learned,  Bentlev, 
the  prince  of  critics  (viro  x^lwvlaiw)  at  their  head,  that  thefe 
Epiitles  of  Phalaris  may  juftly  be  afcribed  to  fome  fophift. 
It  may  be  worth  while  to  confider  whether  all  of  them 
perhaps  were  not  fabricated  by  Libanius.  I  recollect,  at 
leaft,  that  in  my  notes  I  have  frequently  compared  the- 
phrafes  and  expreffioris  of  Phalaris  with  thofe  of  Libanius. 
See,  for  inftance,  the  notes  on  Ep.  MCXLI.  WOLFIUS. 

*   Praf.  a;l  F.xcerpta  Rbetortim  Grtfcorum. 

•\  Of  xi  of  chefe,  mentioned  by  Libanius  himfelf  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  his  works,  Fabricius  recapitulates  the  titles, 
belides  various  Counfels  (avpSuXau  %)  to  the  Emperor  The- 
odofius,  mentioned  in  the  beginning  of  his  oration  for  the 
temples  of  the  Heathens.  And  many  more,  which  Fa- 
bricius has  omitted,  might  be  fpccified  from  feveral  of 
his  epiftles. 

j  Tranfiated  by  Dr,  LarJner,  "  Ora-.itns,  ar.«l  the  counfel  de'ivered  l\ 
them." 
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A   MONODY*  by  LIBANIUS, 

On   NicoMEDiA, 
Deftroyed  by  an  Earthquake  f. 

|LT  O  M  E  R  never  fuffers  even  a  tree  to  perifh    A«  *> 

without  commiferation  ;  but,  as  if  he  himfelf 
had  been  the  planter,  or  gardener,  when  he  fees  it 
ftretched  on  the  ground,  he  fings  a  lamentation 

.  *  A  mournful  fong,  recited  by  one  only  on  the  ftage, 
without  a  chorus,  was  called  Mon^.a.  And  mention  is 
made  of  a  Mono^iaria^  or  of  a  woman  whofung  a  monody. 

WbLFIUS. 

Libanius,  in  his  XXXlft  Epiille,  mentions  two  Monodies 
which  he  compofed  on  this  occaiion  ;  one  (which  is  now 
before  us)  relating  to  the  city,  the  other,  no  doubt,  to 
AriilsenetuS)  Prefect  of  Bjthynia,  who  periflied  in  it  (fee 
the  next  note)  ;  but  the  latter  is  loft.  "  I  alfo,"  fays  he, 
(Ep.  xxv.)  "  am  one  of  thofe  vyho  are  overwhelmed  by 
'•«  that  great  calamity.  For  Ariftaenetus,  O  Jupiter,  has 
«'  periflied  ;  .and,  beiides  this,  we  have  fuffered  ahother 
«'  ftroke,  as  fate  has  not  fparetl  the  head  of  Hierocles." 

All  the  ancients  fpeak  of  Kicomedia  as  a  place  of  great 
note:  Pliny  calls  it  *'  a  famous  and  beautiful  city:" 
Ammianus,  *'  the  mother  of  all  the  eitits  of  Bithynia." 
Ih  this  city  the  Roman  emperors  refided,  when  the  affairs 
of  the  empire  called  them  into  the  eaft.  Ccriftantine  the 
(Great  chofe  Nicomedia  for  the  place  of  his  abode  after  he 
retired  from  Rome,  and  there  remained  till  the  buildings 
that  he  had  begun  at  Byzantium  were  finifhed.  This  city, 
'once  fo  famous,  is  now  but  a  fin  a  11  village,  known  to  the 
Turks  by  the  name  of  Schemith  £.  UNIVERSAL  HISTORY, 

1  According  to  Pococke,  Ifmit, 

2  At 
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•J-  At  break  of  day,  on  the  gth  of  the  calends  of  Septem- 
ber, the  Iky,  which  before  was  clear,  was  obfcured  by  thick 
dark  clouds ;  and  the  light  of  the  fun  being  veiled,  neither 
near  nor  contiguous  objects  were  difcernible.  Then  the  Su- 
preme Deity  throwing,  as  it  were,  fatal  thunder-bolts,  and 
removing  the  winds  from  their  very  hinges  £,  the  fury  of 
the  uorm  abated  ;    and  to  thefe   hurricanes  and  whirlwinds 
i'iicceeded  an  horrible  earthquake,  which  totally  overthrew 
the  city  and  fuburbs.      And  on  account  of  the  declivity  of 
the  hills,  fome  houics  fell  upon  others,  all  refounding  with 
the  dreadful  crafli  of  the  ruins.     Mean  time  the  lofty  roofs 
re-echoed  with  various  cries  of  thofe  who  were-fcekingthair 
wives  and  children,  or   deareft  friends.     After  the   fecond 
hour,  but  long  before  the  third,  the  fky,  now  fair  and  clear, 
difcoyered  the  funereal  carnage.     For  fome,  cruflied  by  the 
overwhelming  force  of  falling  rafters,  perifhed   under  the 
weight  of  them  :  fome,  buiiecl  up  to  the  neck,  though  thev 
might  have  furvived   if  they  had  had  timely  aifiitance,   died 
for  want  of  help  ;  others  hung  fixed  to  the  tops  of  (landing 
beams  ;   many  men  were  killed  a  little  before  by  one  blow  ; 
then  were  feen  promifcuous  flaughtered  bodies  ;   fouie,  the 
roofs  of  their  houfes  falling  in,  were  confined  unhurt,  viftim? 
to  anguilh  and  famine.     Among  whom    Ariftsnetus,  who 
governed  the  diocele  lately  delired  with  vicarial  power,  to 
which  Conltantius,  in   honour  of  his   wife,  had  given   the 
name  of  the  Eulebian  Piety  ||,  by  this  calamity,  long  tor- 
tured, expired.     Others,  crufhed  by  fudden  bulky  ruins, 
are  ftill  covered  by  the  fame  heaps.     Some,  who  had  their 
fculls  fractured,  or  had  loft  their  arms  or  legs,  between 
life  and  death,  imploring  with  earneft  intreaties  thofe  who 
were  allifting  others,  were  delerted.      And  the  greater  part, 
of  the  inhabitants  might  have  furvived  the  facrecl  and  pri- 
vate buildings,  had  not  flames,  widely  difperll-d,  for  fifty 
days  and  nights,  confumed  whatever  was  combuftible. 

AM  MI  AN  us. 

S<-e  alfo  an  F.pUlle  on  this  fubjedt  from  Libanius  to  Juliaa, 
Vol.  I.  p.  303* 

t   I'entvfque  a*>  ipjis  e.t.'ifanlg  eard'nibus. 

Not  unlike  to  this  are  Milton's  "  \vir\ds,"  that 

rulVd  abroad 

From  the  four  hinges  of  the  world.  Par.  Reg.  iv.  409. 

}j    After  the  example  nf  the  Julian  PLry,  a  name  given  to  Po'a  in 

Iftria  (of  which  fee  Hin.  1.  in.  c.  19.)  L*ND*NBROG. 

3  over 
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over  it  *.  And  can  I  permit  Nicomedia,  where  I 
increafed  my  knowledge  of  the  liberal  arts,  efpe- 
cially  eloquence,  and  acquired,  betides,  a  degree 
of  reputation  which  I  had  not  before,  to  be  de- 
ftroyed,  can  I  fee  fuch  a  ciry,  a  city  no  longer,  re- 
duced to  afhes,  unmourned,  unwept  ?  This  con- 
cern I  fhare  in  common  with  the  vulgar;  let 
her  alfo  participate  of  the  oratory  which  fhe 
cheriflied.  As,  if  I  had  been  a  mufician,  and  had 
gained  many  victories  there  in  mufical  contefb, 
fliould  I  have  fuffered  others  to  lament  without 
joining  in  the  lamentation? 

Let  me  now  addrefs  the  Gods^  fuppofing  them 
prefent,  and  thus  endeavour  to  eflimate  our  ca- 
lamity. 

When,  fitting  in  the  palace  of  Jupiter,  with  the 
other  Gods,  you,  O  Neptune,  were  enraged  on 
account  of  the  wall  which  the  Grecians  had  built 

*  Homer  deplores  the  deflruclion  of  plants  in  Iliad  ix 
and  xviii.  MOREI.L. 

a  monftrous  boar, 

That  levelled  harveils,  and  whole  forefts  tore. 

POJ  E,  ix.  659. 

Much  more  expreflive  in  the  original. 
In.  the.  xvmth  I  find  a  plant,  or  a  tree,  mentioned  oniy 
thus, 

Like  fome  fair  olive,  by  my  careful  hand 

He  grew,  he  flourifhM,  and  adorn  d  the  land. 

POI-E,    175  and  512. 

If  Libanius  had  been  acquainted  with  the  Pialmilt,  and 
unprejudiced  by  Paganifm,  he  could  not  have  overlooked 
that  beautiful  allufion  of  the  "  vine  brought  out  of 
"  ^Egypt,"  and  the  complaint  of  its  being  "  rooted  up, 
'*  burnt,  and  cut  down."  PI".  LXXX.  3 — 16. 

0.3  a' 
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at  Troy  tq  cover  their  Ihips,  was  not  their  negleft 
of  the  Gods,  when  they  laid  the  foundation,  the 
principal  fubjecl  of  your  complaint  *  ?  And  there- 
fore, when  Troy  was  taken,  you  judged  right  in 
thinking  it  neceflfcry  to  deftroy  that  wall ;  which 
you  eafily  accoippliihed  by  turning  againft  it  the 
rivers  that  rufhed  from  Ida  f.  But  in  the  foun- 
dation of  this  city  what  was  the  offence  that  in- 
duced you  to  tr^at  it  in  the  fame  manner  ?  Did  not 
its  firil  founder  },  designing  to  build  a  city  on  the 

fliorc 

*  Horn.  II.  vir.  450. 

See  the  long  walls  extending  to  the  main, 

N,  God  confulted,  and  no  vk'tim  flain,  See.     POPE,  5^S» 

t  Ibid.  xn.  17. 

Then  Neptune  and  Apollo  {hook  the  fhore, 

Then  Ida's  fumroits  pour'd  their  watery  itore  ; 

Rhefus  and  Rhodius  then  unite  their  rills,  &c. 

Thefe,  turn'd  by  Photbui  from  their  wonted  ways, 

Delug'd  the  rampire  nine  continual  days  ; 

The  weight  of  waters  faps  the  yielding  wall, 

And  to  the  fea  the  Heating  bulwarks  fall. 

Jnceflant  cataracts  c;ie  Thunderer  pours, 

And  half  the  flues  deicend  in  fluicy  fliowers,  &c. 

POPE,   15. 
This  is  a  noble  pafiage  in  the  old  bard;  ftorm,  inunda- 

tion,  and  earthquake  magnificently  combined.  Bs 

Milton  alludes  to  it  in  his  viiion  of  the  Deluge,  b.  xi. 

•         —  Then  fhall  this  rr.ount 

Of  Paradife,  by  might  of  waves,  be  mov'd 

Out  of  his  place,   pufh'd  by  the  horned  flood, 

With  ail  his  verdure  fpoil'd,  and  trees  adrift, 

Down  the  great  river  to  the  opening  gulf, 

And  there  take  root,  an  ifland  fait  and  bare, 

The  haunt  of  feals,  and  ores,  and  lea-mews'  ciang.     829. 

t  Nicomedia  is  faid  to   have  been   firlt  built  by  Olbia» 

and  had  its  firft  name  fiom  him.     It  was  afterwards  re-built 
5  by 


ON    NICOMEDIA.  23 

{hore  oppofite  to  that  where  it  now  ft  amis,  or  rather 
where  it  once  flood,  begin  his  work  from  you  ? 
Were  not  the  altars  covered  with  victims,  and  fur- 
rounded  by  a  crowd  of  worQiippers  ?  But  by  an 
eagle  and  a  prodigious  fnake  you  diverted  their  at- 
tention to  the  hill ;  of  ihefe,  the  former  with  her 
talons  fnatched  the  head  of  the  viftim  from  the  fire; 
and  the  latter,  large  and  refembling  thofe  which 
are  bred  in  India,  iffued  from  the  earth.  The  one 
cleaving  the  fea,  and  the  other  the  air,  repaired  to 
the  brow  of  the  hill.  The  people  followed,  led, 
as  they  thought,  by  the  guidance  of  the  Gods. 
Thefe  omens  were  all  deceitful.  The  city  was  at 
firft  overwhelmed  by  the  torrent  of  war  *.  Be  it 
fo.  Your  own  Corinth  I  alfo,  and  the  land  of 

by  Nicomedes  L  king  of  Bithynia,  though  Olbia  feems 
rather  to  have  been  near  it,  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  it 
were  tranfplanted  to  this  place.  POCOCKF. 

Nicomedia,  Aftacus,  and  Olbia  are  fpoken  of  by 
Ptolemy  as  three  neighbouring  but  diftinrt  cities.  Strabo 
writes  that  Nicomedes,  the  fon  and  fuccefibr  of  Zipcctes,  de- 
fuoyed  Afiacus,  and  transferred  its  inhabitants  to  Nicomedia. 

UN  i  VERSAI,  HISTORY* 

*  This  itmft  probably  have  been  in  the  reign  of  Nico- 
«nedes  III.  who  was  twice  driven  from  his  throne  by  Mith- 
ridates  the  Great,  king  of  Pontus. 

•f  Among  other  names  which  Corinth  anciently  had  we 
find  that  of  Heliopolis,  or  city  of  the  fun,  for  which  this 
reaion  is  commonly  given  ;  that  the  poets  feign  Apollo  and 
Neptune  to  have  contended  for  it,  and  that  Jupiter  having 
appointed  Briareus,  the  Cyclop,  their  umpire,  he  adjudged 
the  Illhmus  to  the  latter,  and  the  Promontory,  which  com- 
mands the  city,  to  the  former.  UMYERSAL  HISTORY, 

Ocrops, 
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Cecrops  *,  your  bcft  beloved,  have  experienced 
the  feme  fate  f.  Another  founder  came,  who, 
making  the  Gocls  his  principal  leaders,  and,  by  the 
fnperiur  magnitude  of  his  offering,  rendering  your 
mind?  more  propitious,  reitored  the  city.  How 
then,  like  the  land  of  ^tolia,  for  the  offence  of 
CEncus  {,  did  Hie  deferve  to  be  punimed  with  con* 
tempt?  Is  it  right,  has  it  been  ufual,  for  the  Gods 
to  ddlroy  with  their  own  hands  works  like  thefe, 
in  which  they  have  co-operated  with  mortals,  and 
to  imitate  the  paflime  of  children,  who  are  ac- 
cuftomed  to  pull  down  what  they  have  eredted  §  ? 
Or  did  it  become  you,  Q  Neptune,  to  enter  into  a 
conteft  with  your  niece  for  an  Attic  city  not  then 
in  being,  and  to  overflow  a  citadel  fo  difcant  from 

*  AD  ./Egyptian  fugitive,  who  introduced  religion  into 
Greece,  and  founded  the  Athenian  monarchy.  See  note  * 
P  233. 

f  Corinth  was  furprifed  by  Antigonus  and  Aratus,  taken 
and  burnt  by  the  Romans,  £c.  Athens  was  destroyed  by 
jMardonius,  taken  by  the  Lacedemonians  and  Sylla,  &c. 

}  Oeneus,  king  of  ,T;.tolia,  or  Calydon  (its  chief  city) 
facrificing  to  the  rert  of  the  deities,  neglected  his  duty  to 
])iana,  who  in  conleqvience  leiit  a  wild  boar  to  ravage  and 
dellroy  the  country,  which  was  killed  by  his  fan  Meleager, 
and  his  company.  See  Horn.  II.  ix.  530. 

^  Thus  Tib ullus,  puer  I  vlrgh  extruet  artc  cnfaf. 

l.ii.  el.  i. 
And  Horace  of  a  boy, avuita  relinquerc  pcrnix, 

Alt^RELL. 

Libanius  had  here,  no  doubt,  in  his  view  that  paflage  in 
the  Iliad  to  which  Julian  alfo  refers  in  his  xLth  KpifUe, 
Sec  p.  JtfS. 

the 
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the  fea  * ,  yet  to  difplay  no  regard  for  fuch  a  great 
and  important  city  as  this,  but  even  to  fubvert  it 
from  the  foundations  ?  What  city  was  more  beau- 
tiful ?  I  v\ill  not  fay  larger,  for  in  fize  it  was  ex- 
ceeded by  four  -j~,  but  contemned  all  that  iucreafe 
of  extent,  which  would  have  wearied  the  feet  of 
its  citizens  J.  In  beauty  alfo  it  yielded  to  thefe, 
and  was  equalled,  not  excelled,  by  fome  others  : 
for,  ftrctching  forth  its  promontories,  with  its  arms 

*  Cecrops  not  knowing  what  name   to  give  to  his  new- 
built  city,  an  olive-tree,   and  a   fountain  of  water  (or,  as' 
others  fay,  a  horfe)  appeared.    The  oracle,  being  confulted, 
mfwered,    that   "  Neptune  and  Minerva   were  contending 
*   for  the  honour  of  naming  it,  that  the  olive  was  the  gift 
'  of  Minerva,  and    the  fountain  (or   horfe)   that  of  Nep- 
'   tune  ;    and   that  that  which  they  efteemcd  moft   heneli- 
'   cial  to  mankind  fhould  adjudge  the  prize   to  the  giver." 
The  men  and  women  being  aflembled  to  give  their  judge- 
ment, the  former  gave  it  for  the   God  ;    but   the  women, 
who  were  more   numerous,  gave  it  for  the  Goddefs ;  and 
the  city  was  named  from  her  Athena*     Neptune,  in  revenge 
ef  the  affront,  overflowed  their  territories.     APOLLODORUS. 
Here  we  have  an  account  of  the  Po6»o>  mentioned  by  Li- 
banius,   which   Morell   has   rendered  Precella*   though    it 
fignifies  properly  "  the  violence  and  force  of  water,  a  billow 
"  of  the  lea  :"  as,  in  the  poem  on  Hero  and  Leander?  the 
poet  fays,  he  flood  on  the  fhore, 

where  |3o/x£ov  excellently  exprefles  the  heavy  found  occafioned 
by  the  fall  of  the  waves.  B. 

f  Rome,  Byzantium,  Antioch,  and  Alexandria. 

j  Tosra/ov  oJi^auaaa  T«  jucycGB;,  osron  tfj.tl.ht  Kwntrti*  rvv  c«x»i- 
1o£ta»  TH;  woJaj.  This  is  an  odd  paflage,  and  feems  to  me  a 
puerile  conceit.  Morell's  marginal  reading,  »cr.  7<zt&r;  (for 
s-o&ej)  is  pleafant  enough.  I  wonder  he  fhould  think  any 
alteration  neceflary,  as  he  underftood  the  true  fenfe  of  the 
place  ;  for  men  may  be  fatigued  as  well  as  children.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  he  was  a  great  walker,  B. 
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it  embraced  the  fea.  It  then  afcended  the  hill 
by  four  colonnades  extending  the  whole  length. 
Its  public  buildings  were  fp'endid,  its  private 
contiguous,  rifing  from  the  loweft  parts  to  the 
citadel,  like  the  branches  of  a  cyprefs,  one  houfe 
above  another,  watered  by  rivulets,  and  furrounded 
with  gardens  *.  Its  council-chambers,  its  fchools 
of  oratory,  the  multitude  of  its  temples,  the 
magnificence  of  its  baths,  and  the  commodi- 
oufnefs  of  its  harbour  I  have  feen,  but  cannot 
defcribe.  This  only  I  can  fay,  that,  frequently 
travelling  thither  from  Nice  f,  we  ufed  on  the 
road  to  difcourfe  on  the  trees,  and  the  foil,  abun- 
dant in  all  productions,  and  alfo  of  our  families, 
our  friends,  and  ancient  wifdom.  But  after  we  had 
patted  through  the  intricate  windings  of  the  hills, 
when  the  city  appeared,  at  the  dtftance  of  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  iladia  J,  on  all  other  fubjecls  a  pro- 
found filcnce  i  aft  ant  I  y  enfued,  and,  no  longer  en? 
gaged  either  by  the  towering  branches  of  the 
gardens,  or  by  the  fruitfulnefs  of  the  foil,  or  by 

*  In  like  manner,  Dr.  Pococke  defcribes  the  prefent  town 
as  "  fituated  at  the  foot  of  two  hills,  and  all  up  the  ibuth 
4  lide  of  the  weftern  one,  which  is  very  high,  and  on  part 

*  of  the  other  :  it  is  near  the  N.  E.  corner  of  the  bay.  All 
'  the  henries  have  fmall  gardens,  or  courts,  to  them,  efpe- 
'  cially  thofe  on  the  hills.     The  gardens  are  planted  with 
'  tret- 5  §,  and  the  vines,  being  carried  along  on  frames  built 

*  like  roofs,  make  the  city  appear  exceedingly  beautiful. 
'  There  are  very  few  remains  of  the  ancient  Nicomedia." 

f  Thirty-two  miles.  POCOCKE. 

I   About  nineteen  miles. 

§  Kuroi  e»4.-a*?f*iipo»  TO»,-  aAaJetj  are  the  words  of  Libanius. 

the 
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the  traffic  of  the  fea,  our  whole  conversation  turned 
on  Nicomedia.  And  yet  mariners,  or  thofe  who 
labour  at  the  oar,  and  enfnare  the  fifli  with  nets, 
or  hooks,  naturally  attraft  the  obfervation  of  tra- 
vellers. But  the  form  of  the  city,  much  more 
fafci  Dating,  by  its  beauty  tyrannifed  over  our  eyes, 
and  fixed  their  whole  attention  on  itfelf.  Similar 
were  the  fenfations  of  him  who  had  never  feen  rt 
before,  and  of  him  who  had  grown  old  within  its 
walls.  One  (hewed  to  his  companion  the  palace, 
glittering  over  the  bay  ;  another  the  theatre  em- 
belliihing  the  whole  city ;  others  various  other  rays 
parted  from  various  objects:  which  furpafled  it  was 
difficult  to  determine.  Revering  it  as  a  facred 
image,  we  proceeded;  in  our  way  to  Chalcedon, 
it  was  neceflary  to  turn,  till  the  nature  of  the  road 
deprived  us  of  the  fight  *.  This  feemed  like  the 
{reflation  of  a  feaft. 

A  city  fo  great,  fo  renowned,  ought  not  the 
>vhole  choir  of  the  Gods  to  have  furrounded  and 
protected,  exhorting  each  other  to  decree  that  it 
lh.ou.ld  never  be  fubje&ed  to  any  calamity  I  But 
now  fome  of  you  have  deceived,  others  have  de- 
ferted,  and  none  aflifted  her.  And  all  thefe  par- 
ticulars, which  I  have  mentioned,  once  were,  but  re- 
main no  longer.  Whaf  a  beautiful  lock  has  For- 

*  He  firil  mrntions  the  pleafure  arifing  from  the  prof- 
pe£  of  the  city,  as  they  approached  ;  and  then  their  con- 
cern at  lofmg  fight  ot"  it,  as  they  proceeded  from  it  to 
Chalccdon,  B. 

tune 
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tune  now  fevered  from  the  world  *  !  How  has  (he 
blinded  the  other  continent  by  thus  bereaving  it  of 
its  illuftrious  eye  !  What  a  deplorable  deformity 
has  file  diffufed  over  Afia  -,  as  if  her  molt  fpacious 
grove  had  been  felled,  as  if  her  moft  confpicuous 
feature  -f-  had  been  lopped  off!  O  moft  injurious 
earthquake,  why  didft  thou  perpetrate  this  ?  O  de- 
parted city  !  O  name  of  it  in  vain  remaining  !  O 
grief  difperfed  over  land  and  fea  !  O  dire  intelli- 
gence, diftrefsful  to  the  hearts  of  all  ranks,  of  all 
ages  !  for  what  heart  is  fo  flony,  what  heart  is  fo 
adamantine,  as  not  to  be  wounded  by  this  relation? 
who  is  fo  deftitute  of  tears  as  now  to  with-hold 
them  ?  O  dreadful  misfortune,  which  has  reduced 
the  innumerable  ornaments  of  the  city  to  one 
ruinous  heap  !  O  unpropitious  ray  {,  what  a  city 

didft 

*  Thus  Pindar  ftyles  yEtna  "  the  front,"  or  forehead, 

41  of   the   fruitful   earth,"  toxa^roio  ys*ia,<;  juiUraw,  Pyth.  I. 

nnd  Nicomedia  was  a  beautiful  city  "  high-mounted  on  a 

-    '    *'  hill,"  as  Sandys  fays  of  fome  other.     I  am  afraid  the  hill 

of  Nicomedia  hardly  deferred  the  name  /*iWov  >•«(«>•;  but 

a  panegyrift  may  make  mountains  of  molehills.  B. 

v  t  Borp^s;,  o^Gatyxo?,  what  next  ?   aAo-o?,  eo  (««  The  lock, 

*'*the  eye,  the  grove,  the  nofe..")   In   the  name  of  pro- 

priety, what  has  «Xs-o{  to  do  here  ?  Are  AVC  to  underftand  it 

,  of  the  hair  of  the  head  ?  B. 

This  idea  feems  anticipated  by  /Jcrft/^oj.     The   metaphor 

indeed  feems  here  loft,  **  a  grove,"  or  "  wood,"  being  no 

feature,   like    the    others.     Pw.  feemed   in  Englifh   to  re- 

quire a  circumlocution. 


c»»v  Js  ctQe+ffos,  xaliJo.     Morell  tnmflates  axlivos  tridentis 
But  why  fliould  it  not  mean  (as  ufual)   the  "  fun's  yay  ?-** 
and  x*1a^v»w  are  ufed  for  the  "  rifing  and  fettingof  the 

fun." 
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didfl  thou  fmite  at  thy  rifing,  what  a  city  funk  with 
thee !  The  day  had  almoft  advanced  to  noon  *  ; 
the  tutelar  deities  of  the  city  abandoned  the 
temples,  and  fhe  was  left  like  a  i^ip  deferted  by 
its  crew.  The  lord  of  the  trident  (hook  the  earth, 
and  convulfed  the  ocean ;  the  foundations  of  the 
city  were  difunited ;  walls  were  thrown  on  walls, 
pillars  on  pillars,  and  roofs  fell  headlong.  What 
was  hidden  was  revealed,  and  what  had  appeared 
was  hidden.  Statues,  perfeft  in  beauty,  and  complete 
in  every  part,  were  blended  by  the  concuffion  in  one 
confufed  mafs.  Artificers,  working  at  their  trades, 
were  dafhed  out  of  th«ir  (hops  and  houfes.  In 
the  harbour  was  much  deduction,  and  alfo  of 
many  worthy  chofen  men  collected  about  the  Prse- 
feft  f.  The  theatre  involved  in  its  ruins  all  who 

fun."  I  do  not  recollect  that  <*x!i»  is  ufed  abfohirely,  as 
here,  for  the  "  prong  of  the  trident."  The  trident  too 
is  thruft  under  the  foundation.  See  the  beginning  of  the 
rhoeniflae  of  Euripides,  where  Jocatta,  adclreffing  the  Sun, 
complains  of  his  darting  an  "  uupropitious  ray"  oa  Thebes. 
HAt«,  Oo«»j  iTnroiwv,  it.  T.  A. 

O  thou,  that  glorying  in  thy  fiery  deeds, 
Rolleft  the  orient  light,  refplendent  Sun, 
How  inauspicious  dicirt  thou  dart  thy  beams 
That   day  on  Thebes,  &c.     POTTER,     poffibly   Li- 
bnnius  may  allude  to  it.  B. 

*    Mtxpcv  fci»  aTfi^ix   r-.-'-V*  T=;*   crXr,9ys-a>  *y:f«»  «»a*. 

Literally,  **  it  was  near  high  market."  But  Ammianuj 
fays,  that  it  happened  at  break  of  day  ;  and  George  Ce- 
drenus,  in  the  night. 

f  Ariftjenetus,  the  great  friend  and  patron  of  Libanius, 
who,  in  feveral  of  his  epiltles  to  him,  celebrates  his  clo» 
qucnce  and  fweetnefs  of  manners.  See  p.  227.  note  *.  He 
was  afterwards  buried  at  Nice,  of  which  he  was  a  native. 

were 
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were  in  it.  Some  buildings,  which  had  long  flood 
tottering,  and  others  which  had  yet  efcaped,  with 
all  who  were  in  them,  (hared  at  laft  the  general 
fate.  The  fea,  violently  agitated,  deluged  the 
land.  Fire,  which  abounded  every  where,  feizing 
the  rafters,  added  to  the  concuffion  a  confla- 
gration *  ;  and  fome  wind,  it  is  laid,  fanned  the 
flames.  Much  of  the  city,  much  of  the  ramparts, 
ftill  remains.  Of  thofe  who  have  efcaped,  a  few 
Hill  wander  about  wounded* 

O  all-feeing  Sun,  what  were  thy  fcnfations  on 
feeing  this  ?  Why  didfl  not  thou  prevent  fuch  a 
city  from  leaving  the  earth  ?  For  the  oxen  pro- 
faned by  the  familhed  mariners  -f-  fuch  was  thy 
refentment  as  to  threaten  the  celeftial  powers  that 
thou  wouldft  give  thyfelf  up  to  Pluto  ^  ;  but  for 
the  glory  of  the  earth,  for  the  labour  of  many 
kings,  for  the  fruit  of  prodigious  coft,  deflroyed 
in  the  day-time,  thou  haft  no  compaffion. 

O  faired  of  cities,  on  what  a  faithlefs  and  fro- 
ward  hill  didfl  thou  fix  thy  feat ;  which,  like  a 
vicious  horfe,  has  difmounted  its  excellent  rider  ? 
Where  are. now  thy  winding  walks  >  where  are  thy 

*  Thus  at  Lifbon,  Meffina,  and  in  all  great  earthquakesj 
fire  has  been  their  conftant  attendant, 

f  Horn.  Odyff.  xn.  Libanius  has  before  taken  Nep- 
tune to  talk  ;  he  here  reprimands  Apollo. 

J  Alluding  to  what  Apollu  fays  on  that  occafion  in  the 
fame  book  of  the  Odyfley. 

«*  Vengeance,  ye  Gods,  or  I  the  fkies  forego, 

**  And  beor  the  lamp  of  heaven  to  fliadcs  below." 

POPE,  450. 

por- 
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porticoes?  where  are  thy  courfes,  thy  fountains, 
thy  courts  of  judicature,  thy  libraries,  thy  temples? 
Where  is  all  that  profufion  of  wealth  ?  Where  are 
the  young,  the  old  ?  Where  are  the  baths  of  the 
Graces  and  of  the  Nymphs  ?  of  which  the  largefl, 
named  after  the  prince,  at  whofe  expence  it  was 
built,  was  equal  in  value  to  the  whole  city  *. 
Where  is  now  the  fenate?  Where  are  the  people? 
where  the  women  ?  the  children  ?  where  is  the 
palace?  where  is  the  circus  -J-,  (Ironger  than  the 
walls  of  Babylon  J?  Nothing  is  left  (landing; 
nothing  has  efcaped ;  all  are  involved  in  one  com- 
mon ruin. 

O  numerous  ftreams,  where  now  do  you  flow  ? 
what  manfions  do  you  lave  ?  from  what  fprings 
do  you  iffue?  The  various  aquedofls  and  refervoirs 
are  broken.  The  plentiful  fupply  of  the  fountains 
runs  to  wafle,  either  forming  whirlpools,  or  flag- 
nating  in  morafTes  ;  but  drawn  or  quaffed  by  no 
one,  neither  by  men  nor  birds.  Thele  are  terrified 

*  As  Diocletian,  according  to  Ladfhntiu?,  embellifhed 
Nicomedta  with  a  great  number  of  {lately  buildings,  with 
a  defign  of  equalling  it  to  Rome,  poffibly  thefe  baths  might 
be  par£  of  them,  and  named  after  him,  as  we  know  his 
batfesj  now  magnificent  in  ruins,  were  at  Rome  ;  which,  fays 
Ammianus,  with  no  I'm  a  11  exaggeration,  "  feemed  rather  a 
"  province  than  a  building." 

f  He  [Diocletian]  built  there  feveral  bafilics,  a  circus,  a 
mint,  an  arfenal,  a  palace  for  his  wife,  and  another  for 
his  fon.  LACTANTIUS. 

I  The  walls  of  Babylon  were  fo  celebrated  among  the 
ancients  as  to  grow  proverbial.  Lib.inius  mentions  them 
in  like  manner  in  his  cxcvnh  Kpiitle. 

by 
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by  the  fire  which  rages  every  where  below,  and, 
where  it  has  a  vent,  flames  into  the  air.  This  city, 
once  fo  populous,  now  in  the  day  time  is  deferted 
and  defolate,  but  at  night  is  pofleflcd  by  fuch  a 
multitude  of  fpeftres,  as  I  think  muil  crowd  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  infernal  regions  after  they  have 
palled  Acheron. 

Celebrated  of  old  were  the  difaft  ers  of  Lemnos  *? 
and  the  Iliad  fings  the  woes  of  Troy.  Their  re- 
membrance will  be  flighted,  but  the  excefs  of  our 
calamities  any  one  may  hence  determine.  Former 
earthquakes,  though  they  deftroyed  fome  parts  of  the 
city,  fpared  others;  but  this  has  overwhelmed  the 
whole*  Other  cities  have  alfoperifhed,  but  never  one 
of  fuch  a  magnitude.  If  it  had  been  deprived  only 
of  bodies  infected  with  the  plague,  or  of  thofe 
perfons  who,  contrary  to  the  laws  f,  were  cele- 

brating 


*  Great  misfortunes  were  proverbially  ftyled 
«'  nian  ;"  fome  fay,  from  the  (laughter  of  the  Attic 
'vornen,  and  the  children  which  they  had  by  them,  by  the 
Pelagian?,  who  inhabited  Lemnos  ;  others,  from  the  mur- 
der of  their  huibands,  on  account  of  their  offenfive  breath, 
by  the  Lemnlan  women.  See  Ludotph  Kufter  on  Suid:is, 
torn.  II.  p.  441.  Bayle's  Dictionary,  vol.  II.  p.  1780.  and 
Erafmus,  in  his  Chilcades.  WOLFIUS. 

Libanius,  in  his  xxivth  Epiftle,  thus  alludes  to  this 
paflage;  "  I  laid  little  when  I  exprefled  the  ruin  of  Ni- 
4<  comedia  by  the  misfortunes  of  Lemnos." 

f  K*l«  ;opc».  It  feems  a  little  hard  that  people  mould  be 
deftroyed  for  facriiicing  "  according  to  law  ;"  yet  ««!*  >Cf»ov 
is  certainly  *«  according  to  law."  Let  us  fnppofe  an  error  of 
the  prefs,  and  make  it  vo^w.  He  alludes  to  foroe  event,  which 
I  do  not  recollect.  I  fufpect  that  he  has  taken  a  line  from 
fome  Greek  poet,  and  accommodated  it  to  i^s  pwpofe.  B. 

Though 
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brating  a  general  facrifice  without  the  city,  and 
had  not  itfelf  fallen,  the  ftroke  might  have  been 
fupportable.  The  whole  would  not  have  been 
defolated  ;  now  both  lie  proftrate,  and  the  form  of 
the  city  is  confufed  with  the  Daughter  of  the 
citizens. 

Lament  therefore,  every  ifland  and  every  con- 
tinent, peafants  and' mariners,  cities,  villages,  cot- 
tages, every  thing  that  is  connected  with  human 
tiature ;  and  let  tears  prevail  over  all  the  world, 
as  in  ,£Egypt  whenever  Apis  dies  *.  Even  rocks 
fhould  now  be  indulged  with  rearsj  and  birds  with. 
reafon,  to  join  in  an  elegiac  fong,  O  harbour* 
wtych  (hips  now  carefully  avoiding,  rather  fleer 
into  the  ocean,  their  cables  flipped,  which  for- 
merly wert  filled  with  loaded  veffels,  but  now 
rannot  boaft  even  a  pleafure-boat,  and  art  more 
dreaded  by  mariners  than  even  the  manfion  of 
Scylla  !  O  difappointment  to  travellers,  who  no 
longer  frequent  the  road,  which,  gloomy  and  in 
the  form  of  a  crefcent,  beautifully  winded  round 
the  dyk  es  1  the  haven,  but  embarking  fail  to- 

Though  Libanius,  like  JuWan,  was  probably  acqiiainted 
with  the  Mofaic  hiftorv,  I  will  not  affirm  that  he  here 
alludes  to  it  ;  but  certain  it  is,  that  this  paflage  has  no 
cliitant  affinity  to  the  earthquake  that  fsva!  lowed  up  Korab. 
and  his  company,  for  offering  unhallowed  incenfe,  and  to  • 
the  plague  that  deftfoyed  their  abettor?.  \>.  i. 

*  When  Apis  dies,  they  behave  as  if  they  had  loft  their 
deareft  children,  and  bury  .him  in  the  molt  fumptoous  man- 
ner. Nor  do  the  people  ceafe  from  lamenting  till  the 
prieils  have  found  a  calf  with  tne  lame  marks. 


DlODOKUS    SlCl;LU3. 

VoT.  II.  R  wards 
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wards  the  hill,  to  which  they  formerly  haftened 
[by  land],  trembling  as  at  Charybdis,  and  unable  to> 
conjecture  in  what  part  of  the  fea  they  ufed  to 
ftand  on  the  fhore  !  O  dearefl  of  cities  f  in  your 
ruin  you  have  involved  your  inhabitants ;  you  have 
deftroyed  them  by  your  fall ;  fo  that  all  mankind 
apply  themfelves  to  fupplications,  thinking  the  ex- 
tin&ion  of  their  whole  race  determined.  After  the 
Ibfs  of  this  mofl  valuable  poffeffion,  nothing  here- 
after, they  apprehend,  will  be  fpared.  Who  will 
fupply  me  with  wings  to  waft  me  thither  ?  Who  will 
place  me  on  an  eminence  to  view  the  diftrefsful 
light  ?  For  a  lover  has  fome  confolation  in  being 
furrounded  by  the  objects  of  his  affedion,  though 
in  ruins  *. 


*  For  the  notes  on  this  and  the  following   Monody, 
snarked  By  I  am  obliged  to  a  karned  and  amiable  friead. 
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Daphnaean  Temple  of  Apollo,  deflroyed  by 
Fire,  or,  as  it  is  laid,  by  Lightning  *. 

FELLOW-citizens,  whofe  eyes,  like  mine,  are 
now  involved  in  darknefs  f,  this  city  we  (hall 
no  longer  ftyle  beautiful  or  great  {. 

*  The  Greek  title  of  this  Monody  is  more  perfect  in  the 
Royal  MS.  which  I  have  followed,  than  in  the  Bavarian ; 
in  which  it  is  only  ftyled,  "  A  Monody  on  the  Daphnasan 
**  Temple  of  Apollo."  But  the  corollary,  which  is  added 
to  the  infcription  here  adopted,  does  not  give  tha  fenti- 
ments  of  Libanius,  who  had  conceived  an  idea,  that  fome 
incendiary  by  a  fmall  fpark  had  kindled  this  great  confla- 
gration, as  he  fays,  in  the  beginning;  and  foon  after,  that 
he  may  obviate  the  opinion  of  thunder  from  heaven,  he 
adds,  that  "  it  happened  in  a  clear  and  cloudlefs  fky ;" 
which  to  the  orthodox  increafes  the  miracle,  of  which  St. 
John  Chryfoftom,  the  contemporary  of  our  Libanius,  in  his 
ift  Difcourfe  on  the  Martyr  St.  Babylas,  p.  725.  "  As 
**  foon  as  the  bier  was  brought  to  the  city,  lightning 
"  fell  from  heaven  on  the  head  of  the  image,  and  con- 
*'  fumed  every  thing."  And  the  Emperor  Julian  too  was 
well  aware  of  this ;  "  he  knew  that  the  blow  came  from 
"  heaven  ;"  though  he  aflerts,  in  the  Mifopogon,  that  "  the 
**  temple  was  deftroyed  by  the  negligence  of  the  keepers, 
"  and  the  prefumption  of  the  impious."  MORELL. 

After  the  interment  of  St.  Babylas,  Apollo  gave  oracles 
as  before;  and  Julian  caufed  a  lupcrb  colonnade  to  be  built 
round  his  temple.  But  in  the  night  of  the  2  ad  of  October, 
362,  a  fire  confmned  the  wood  work  of  that  ancient  edi- 
fice, and  the  ihtue  itfelf ;  nor  could  Julian,  who  battened 
R  2  to 


244  A   MONODY   BY   L  I  B  A  N  1  U  S, 

to  the  place,  fupply  any  remedy.  That  fire  was  afcribed 
f  by  the  Chriftians  to  the  divine  vengeance,  and  by  Julian  to 
the  refentme,irt  and  jealoufy  of  the  Chriftians.  He  fufpe&ed 
the  faciift,  and  the  minifters  who  kept  the  temple^  of  being 
in  a  confederacy  with  them.  But  thofe  idolaters,  being  put 
to  the  torture,  accufed  no  one.  On  the  contrary,  they 
conftantly  affirmed,  thit  the  fire  began  from  above ;  and 
fome  peafants,  who  were,  that  night  on  the  road  in  their 
way  to  the  city,  faid,  ilv.}  *  v.  fie  from  heaven  fall  on  the 
temple,  though  the  weather  was  very  calm,  and  there  was 
no  appearance  of  a  ftorm.  J  ,lian,  however,  either  by  way 
of  reprilal,  or  to  prevent  the  Chriftians  from  triumphing, 
ordered  the  great  church  of  Antioch  to  be  Ihut,  and  its 
riches  to  be  carried  to  the  imperial  treafury. 

LA  BLETERIE. 

See  alfo  Vol.  I.  p.  247,  248. 

f  What  darknefs  hangs  over  the  eyes  of  the  Antiochians  ? 
Is  it  the  darknefs  of  a  cloud,  which 

With  mifts  and  films  involves  their  mortal  fight  ? 
Such  as   the  Pallas  of  Homer  boafts  to  have  removed  from 
Diomed,  and  the  Venus  of  Virgil  from  yEneas  ?  Or  is  it  the 
gloom  of    forrow,  which,  hanging  ever   the   eyes  of  the 
mind,  obfaires  the  ufe  of  reafon  and  thought  ?     MORELL. 

J  On  the  beauty  and  extent  of  Antioch,  fee  Philoftratus 
on  the  Life  of  Apollonius,  /.  I.  c.  xii.  p.  21.     "  Apollonius 
*'  came  to  Antioch  the  Great,"  &c.  and  our  Libanius,  in 
his  oration  to  Theodofius  the  Great,  on  the  fedition,  in  be- 
half of  the  Antiochians,  where,  in  the  conclufion  on  the  mif- 
fortunes  of  that  city,  he  adds,  as  here,   "  our  city  is  be- 
"  come  different,  or,  to  fpeak  more  truly,  it  is   no  longer 
"   a  city."  Aufonius  celebrates  it  among  the  famous  cities, 
Tcrtla  Phcebece  lauri  domus  Antiochia. 
With  the  Phcebean  laurel  grac'd,  the  third 
Is  Antioch. 

After  the  tirft  fentence,  Chryfoftom  in  the  fame  place 
declines,  that  Libanius  added  lorcething  of  the  fable  of 
Daphne,  and  perhaps  it  was  the  fable  which  Philoftratus, 
1:1  rlic  iibove  mentioned  pafiage,  calls  "  Arcadian,"  and 
explains  as  follows  :  "  He  entered  the  fane  of  Daph- 
"  nxan  Apollo,-  to  which  the  Aflyrians  afcribe  the  Ar- 
*'  radian  fable.  For  they  -fay.  that  Daphne,  t;  e  daugh- 
'•  :or  >:•(  L.r.don,  wi:s  tlierc  traiisjorn  ed ;  and  the  river 
"  L.-'do!)  flows  among  .  .  ;he  laurel -t  t  is  ho- 

*'  heris,  ou  act  ••:-','M»"          MiJ. 

f  .    fA   tincr 
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•  •  •  [A  king  of  Perfia,  one  of  the  anceftors  of 
him  who  is  now  at  war  with  us,  having  by  trea^ 
chery  taken  and  burnt  the  city,  as  he  was  preparing 
the  fame  fate  for  Daphne,  was  fo  thoroughly  di. 
verted  from  his  purpofe  by  the  Deity,  that,  throwing 
away  the  torch  which  he  brandifhed,  he  proftrated 
hirnfelf,  and  adored  Apollo  :  fo  appeafed  was  his  re- 
fentment,  fo  checked  was  his  fury  *.]  He,  though 
he  led  an  army  againft  us,  thought  proper  to  pre- 
ferve  this  temple,  and  the  beauty  of  the  image  re-, 
flrained  his  barbaric  fury.  But  now,  O  heaven  and 
earth,  who  and  whence  is  that  traitor,  who  want- 
ing neither  light  f  nor  heavy-armed  foot  J,  nor 

*  This  I  have  not  publifhed,  in  the  Greek,  becaufe  it 
was  not  in  our  Royal  and  Bavarian  MS.  And  John  Chry- 
ioilom  himfelf,  though  he  did  not  infert  it  in  its  proper  place, 
hurried  away  by.  the  eddy  of  his  difcourfe,  yet  afterwards 
pays  it  as  a  debt,  or  brings  it  back  as  a  fugitive,  with  this 
introduction,  "  You  read  this  in  the  beginning  of  the 
'<  Monody,  "  A  king  of  Perfia,"  &c.  [as  above}.  Bui; 
\vho  was  this  king  of  Perfia,  unlefs  it  were  Sapor,  the 
fecond  king,who,  according  toZo(imus,fucceeded  Artaxerxcs 
thefirit  king?j  The  fame  took  Antioch.,  and  held  it  till  the 
Emperor  Gordian,  having  defeated  the  Periians  in  feveral 
battles,  difpoflefled  king  Sapor,  and  recovered*  Antioch, 
\yith  Carrhae  and  Nifibk,  all  which  were  under  the  Perfian 
dominion,  as  Julius  Capitplinus  relates  in  his  Gordia.n. 

MORELL. 

f  The  light-armed  foot  of  the  Greeks  fought  with 
arrows,  darts,  and  flings ;  and  were  placed  either  in  the  van 
to  begin  an  engagement,  or  on  the  flank  of  the  wings  to 
gall  the  enemies  cavalry,  and  prevent  their  breaking  in. 

J  The  heavy-armed  foldiers  engaged  with  long  fpears, 
broad  fliields,  and  cutting  iwords.  The  Grecian  ^cavalry 
\vas  not  very  numerous. 

R  3  horfe. 
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horfe,  has  confumed  the  whole  with  a  fmall  fpark  I 
Nor  was  our  temple  deftroyed  by  a  violent  florin, 
but  in  a  ierene  and  cloudlefs  fky.  Hitherto, 
Apollo,  your  altars  thirfling  for  blood,  you  have 
remained  the  conftant  and  careful  guardian  of 
Daphne;  and  though  neglected,  and  fo  far  con- 
temned as  to  be  dripped  of  your  outward  orna- 
ments, you  acquiefced.  But  now,  when  many 
fheep,  many  oxen,  have  been  offered  to  youj 
when  the  facred  lips  of  an  Emp'eror  *  have  im- 
prefled  your  feet ;  feen  by  him  whom  you  have 
exalted,  feeing  him  whom  you  have  proclaimed,  and 
delivered  from  the  hateful  neighbourhood  of  a 
certain  dead  body  f,  which  difturbed  you,  you. 
have  withdrawn  from  the  midft  of  your  worfhip. 

How  can  we  now  expert  to  be  honoured,  in  fu- 
ture, by  thofe  who  have  a  veneration  for  temples 
and  images !  When  fatigued  in  our  minds,  of  what 
a  relief,  O  Jupiter,  are  we  deprived !  How  pure, 
how  free  from  all  tumults,  was  the  region  of 
Daphne  !  how  much  ftill  purer  was  the  flarine  I 
like  a  haven  formed  by  nature  within  a  haven ; 
both  being  tranquil,  but  the  inner  affording  the 
moft  tranquillity.  Who  did  not  there  lofe  his 
difeafes,  his  fears,  his  forrows  ?  Who  there  wifhed 

*  Julian.  The  Pagans  ufed  religioilfly  to  kifs  the  images 
of  their  Gods,  if  they  could,  and  putting  their  hands  to 
their  mouths,  they  wafted  kifles  to  them  at  a  diftance. 
From  this  cuftom  fome  derive  the  word  adoro.  Thus  Job, 
XJtxi.  27.  If  my  m'outh  bath  kijftd  my  hand,  &c.  WOLFIUS. 

f  The  retrains  of  Eabylas.  See  the  Mifopogon,  Vol.  I, 
p.  347. 

for 
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for  the  ifland  of  the  blefled  ?  Ere  long  will  be  the 
Olympic  games  *;  that  annual  feftival  will  convene 
the  cities;  thefe  cities  too  will  come,  bringing  oxen 
as  viflims  to  Apollo.  What  then  (hall  we  do  ? 
Where  {hall  we  fecrete  oujfelves  ?  Which  of  the 
Gods  will  open  the  earth  for  us  ?  What  herald, 
what  trumpet,  but  will  excite  tears  ?  Who  now  will 
flyle  the  Olympic  games»a  feftival,  as  .this  late  mif- 
fortune  fuggefts  fo  dire  a  lamentation  ? 

Bring  me  my  bow  of  horn  f, 
fays  the  tragedy.     I  add,  a  little  in  the  fpirit  of 
prophecy, 

That  thus  I  may  attack,  and  thus  'deftroy, 

The  vile  incendiary, 

O  impious  deed  !  O  facrilegious  foul !  O  daring 
hand  !  Surely  this  was  another  Tityus  J,  or  Idas  §, 

*  Of  Antioch.  In  the. adjacent  fields  a  ftadium  was 
built  by  a  fpecial  privilege,  which  had  been  purchafed  from 
Elis ;  the  Olympic  games  were  regularly  celebrated  at  the 
expence  of  the  city  ;  and  a  revenue  of  thirty  thoufand 
pounds  fterling  was  annually  applied  to  the  pubficpleafures. 

GIBBON. 

In  three  of  his  Epiflles  Libanius  urges  three  of  his 
friends  to  fupply  thefe  games  with  wreltlers ;  and  in  his 
Life,  pp.  59  and  68,  he  mentions  two  orations  which  he 
compefed  on  that  folemnity,  which  are  not  now  extant. 
A  third  is  in  his  works,  Vol.  II.  p.  538. 

t  Ao;  ro£a  f*oi  xigoi/Xxa.     Euripides  in  Orefle,   ;68. 

^  Struck  by  Jupiter  with  a  thunderbolt,  for  attempting 
to  ravifli  Latona.  See  OdyiT.  xi.  575.  and  ^En.  vi.  595. 

§  —  matchlefs  Idas,  more  than  man  in  war. 
The  God  of  day  ador'd  the  mother's  charms, 
Againft  the  God  the  father  bent  his  arms. 

POPE,  II.  ix.  672. 

Let  us  not  imitate  that  daring  Idas,  who  bent  his  bow, 
it  is  faid,  againft  the  God  ;  fot  this  is  waging  war^wirh 
Apollo.  LIBANIUS. 

R4  ths 
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the  brother  of  Lynceus,  not  an  archer,  indeed,  like 
the  one,  or  a  giant,  like  the  other,  but  a  proficient  in 
nothing  fave  frenzy  towards  the  Gods.  The  Ions  of 
Aloe'us  *,  while  they  meditated  mifchief  againft  the 
Gods,  you,  Apollo,  quieted  by  death;  but  him,  bring- 
ing fire*from  afar,  your  arrow  did  not  arreft,  tranf- 
fixing  his  heart.  O  wicked  hand  of  Telchin  -f  ! 
O  injurious  fire  !  What  did  it  firfl  cratch  ?  Where 
did  the  evil  begin  ?  Seizing  the  roof,  did  it  defcend 
to  the  inferior  parts,  to  the  head,  the  face,  the  cup  J, 
the  tiara,  or  the  flowing  robe  ?  Vulcan,  the  dif- 

*  Othus  and  Ephinltes,  who  being  of  a  gigantic  flature, 
and  threatening  to  make  war  againft  the  Gods,  were  tranf- 
fixed  and  (lain  by  the  darts  of  Apollo  and  Diana.  See 
•J£.n.  vi.  582. 

t  The  Telchines,  who  inhabited  Rhodes,  were  the  inven- 
tors of  feveral  arts  and  other  things  beneficial  to  mankind. 
They  are  alfo  faid  firft  to  have  made  images  of  the  Gods, 
and  fome  of  the  ancient  Uatues  were  iurnamed  from  them. 
Thus  among  the  Lindians  Apollo  was  called  Telchinius. 
Juno  was  alib  ftyled  Telchinia.  .  .  They  were  called  en- 
chanters ;  and  were  laid  to  produce,  when  they  pleafed, 
clouds  and  rain,  and  to  generate  hail,  and  to  be  invidious 
in  teaching  their  arts.  DIODORUS  SICULUS. 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  Telchinians  were  a  people  of 
great'ingenuity,  by  which  they  got  a  badjiame,  like  our 
Roger  Bacon,  and  the  German  Fauftns,  who  is  fuppolcd  at 
this  very  day  to  have  dealt  with  the  Devil  ;  fo  that  this 
exclamation,  fi  &!'*?  TEX^IVOC,  {landing  in  immediate  con- 
nection with  the  preceding  fer.'ehce,  Telchin  here  must  be 
Apollo.  And  perhaps  he  means  to  give  Apollo  a  rap  here, 
as  he  did  Neptune  [and  Apollo  too]  in  the  other  Monody.  B. 

j  Toe  coloffal  figure  of  the  deity  almoft 'filled  the  ca- 
pacious fanftuaiy.  He  was  reprefented  in  a  bending  ntti- 
tude,  with  a  golden  cup  in  his  hand,  pouring  out  a  libation 
on  the  earth;  as  if  he  lupphc.ued  the  venerable  mother  to 
give  to  his  arms  the  cold  a;u:  Daphne. 
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penfer  of  fire,  though  indebted  to  the  God  for  his 
former  obliging  difcovery  *,  did  not  rebuke  this 
wafting  flame.  Nor  did  Jupiter,  who  has  the 
command  of  rain,  pour  water  on  it,  though  for  the 
unfortunate  king  of  Lydia  he  extinguished  the  fu- 
neral pile  f. 

What  was  the  firft  fuggeftion  of  him  who 
undertook  this  enterprife  ?  whence  this  raflinefs  ? 
how  could  he  retain  his  fury?  how  could  he  avoid 
abandoning  his  purpofe  through  reverence  for  his 
beauty  of  the  God  ?  My  fancy,  O  my  countrymen, 
prefents  me  with  the  form  of  the  God,  and  fets 
before  my  eyes  his  image,  the  complacency  of  the 
afpeft,  the  tendernefs  of  the  {km  expreffed-in  the 
marble,  the  faih  over  his  breaft  confining  the  golden 
robe,  fo  that  fome  parts  of  it  fubficled,  and  others 
rofe.  What  mind  had  fuch  fervour  that  the  whole 
appearance  of  the  flatue  could  not  calm  ?  For  the 
God  feemed  in  the  aft  of  finging ;  or  as  when  he 
was  once  heard  playing  on  his  harp  at  noon.  The 
fong  was  in  praife  of  the  Earth,  on  whom,  gaping 
p  receive  the  virgin,  and  then  contracting  to  con- 

*  Alluding  to   that  paflage  of  Homer,  Odyfley  viu, 
where,  in  the  loves  of  Mars  and  Venus,  fungby  Demodocus, 
Warn'd  by  the  God  who  fhed  the  golden  day, 
Stern  Vulcan  homeward  treads  the  Harry  way, 

BH.OOME. 

f  Crocfus,  being  placed  by  Cyrus  on  a  funeral  pile, 
praying  to  Apollo  was  fayed  by  a  fhower  of  rain,  which 
', \ti.iguiflied  rhe  flames,  See  '  Herodotus,  I.  87.  Julian 
mciibes  this  miracle  to  Jupiter. 

ceal 
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ceal  her,  he  feeraed  to  pour  a  libation  from  thar 
golden  cup. 

At  the  eruption  of  flames  the  traveller  exclaimed  5 
the  guardian  of  Daphne,  the  domeftic  prieftefs  of 
the  God,  was  alarmed  ;  the  beating  of  bofoms, 
and  (brill  ihrieks,  echoing  through  the  fpacious 
groves,  foon  reached  the  city,  dirTufing  univerfal 
grief  and  horror.  The  prince  *,  whofe  eye  had 
fcarce  yet  yielded  to  fleep,  at  the  dreadful  intelli- 
gence fprung  from  his  bed.  Tranfported  with  fury, 
and  wifhing  for  the  wings  of  Mercury,  he  rufhed 
forth  to  inveftigate  the  caufe.  Inwardly  he  burnt 
no  lefs  than  the  temple.  The  rafters  now  fell,  feat- 
tering  the  fire  below,  which  deflroyed  all  that  was 
within  its  reach;  [the  flame  of]  Apollo  imme- 
diately, being  near  to  the  roof ;  then  other  orna- 
ments of  the  temple,  the  Mufes,  the  flatues  of 
the  founders,  the  fplendid  marbles,  the  beautiful 
pillars.  Crowds  of  fpeclators  flood  by  lamenting, 
but  unable  to  affift,  like  thofe,  who  from  land  be- 
holding a  fhipwreck,  can  afford  no  relief  but  their 
tears.  The  Nymphs,  leaving  their  fountains,  loudly 
exclaimed;  fo  did  Jupiter,  who  fat  not  far  diftant, 
lamenting,  as  became  him,  the  tarnilhed  honours, 
cf  his  fon ;  fo  did  alfo  an  innumerable  throng  of 
Daemons  who  inhabit  the  foreft.  Nor  lefs  was  the 
lamentation  of  Calliope,  in  the  middle  of  the 

*  Julian. 

city, 
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city  *,  when   the  high-prieft  of  the  Mufes  was 
injured  by  the  flames  *  *  *  *  f. 

As  propitious  may'ft  thou  now  be  to  me,  Apollo, 
as  Chryfes  rendered  thee,  when  he  imprecated  ven- 
geance on  the  Greeks,  full  of  indignation,  and 
"  dark  as  night  J."  Since  while  we  were  offering  fa- 
crifices  to  thee,  and  were  reftoring  whatever  had 
been  purloined  from  thy  temple,  the  object  of  our 
worftiip  has  been  matched  away  from  us ;  like  a 
bridegroom,  who,  while  the  garlands  are  weaving 
for  his  nuptials,  dies. 

*  I  have  an  idea  that  there  was  a  ftatue  of  Calliope  in 
the  middle  of  Antioch,  to  which  Libanius  here  alludes  ; 
and  alfo  in  one  of  his  Epiftlcs.  See  Vol.  I.  p.  324.  And 
from  a  paflage  in  his  Dccxxxvuth  Epiftle,  to  Rufinus,  it 
feems  to  have  been  eredted  to  that  chief  of  the  Mufes  by 
the  great-great-grandfather  of  that  friend. 

•f  Something  here  is  wanting. 

J  NVKII  Miiula.  Horn.  II.  I.  47. 

Breathing  revenge,  a  fudden  night  he  fpread,     POPE  6$. 
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AUTHOR'S  PREFACE. 

A  S  the  empire  and  religion  are  at  the  death  of 
f^-  Julian  in  a  kind  of  crifis  which  interests  the1 
curiofity  of  the  reader,  the  Life  of  that  prince 
would  remain  in  fbme  degree  imperfeft,  if  the 
Hiftory  of  Jovian  were  not  annexed  to  it.  Though 
he  reigned  only  a  few  months,  and  though,  in  our 
Sge,  when  fmgularity  alone  may  fupply  the  place 
of  merit,  his  character  may  be  lefs  interefting  than 
that  of  his  predeceffor,  I  may  venture  to  fay,  that 
his  hiftory  prefents  fome  memorable  fads,  and 
fuggefts  more  reflections  than  the  long  reigns  of 
many  other  fovereigns. 

It  is  chara&erifed  by  two  remarkable  events, 
one  good,  the  other  bad  :  I  mean  the  re-eftabliuV 
ment  of  Chriftianity,  which  is  feen  to  re-afcend 
the  throne  of  the  Casfars  never  again  to  leave  it ; 
and  that  fatal  treaty  of  peace,  which  announces 
and  begins  the  fall  of  the  Roman  greatnefs*  It  is 
thus  that  be  ivbo  dwelletb  in  t'he  heavens  laughs  at 
the  defigns  of  his  enemies.  Julian  flattered  him- 
felf  with  refloring  his  empire  to  its  ancient  fplendor. 
4  He 
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He  had,  or  feemed  to  have,  moft  of  the  talents 
neceflary  for  the  execution  of  this  plan  ;  yet  the 
imprudence  of  Julian  mud  have  been  the  caufe, 
or,  at  leaft,  the  occafion,  of  the  ruin  of  the  empire. 
Julian  made  no  doubt  of  fuppreffing  the  Chriftian 
religion :  but  Providence  had  decreed  that  he 
{hould  be  the  laft  Pagan  Emperor.  The  war  which 
he  waged  with  Sapor  was  preparatory  to  that 
which  he  meditated  againft  us  [the  Gauls].  He 
thought  that  the  conqueft  of  Perlia  would  give  him. 
fufficient  leifure  arid  authority  to  complete  by  force 
of  arms  the  work  which  his  cunning  and  his  artifices 
had  only  Sketched  ;  yet  it  was  really  that  war 
which  preferved  the  Chriftians  from  the  other 
which  he  was  preparing  againft  them ;  it  was  that 
•war  which  took  him1  but  of  the  world,  and  gave 
the  Romans  an  Emperor  who  was  zealous  enough 
to  make  Chriilianity  triumph  by  means  worthy,  of 
the  true  religion. 

Hitherto  the  reign  of  Jovian  has  remained  loft, 
as  it  were,  in  general  hiftory.  I  fhall  be  thanked, 
perhaps,  for  fnatching  it  from  oblivion*  I  have 
treated  it  with  all  the  care  of  which  I  am  capable, 
and  I  dare  not  fay  how  much  it  has  cofl  me. 
Iliftory  is  not  a  compilation  of  fa&s  collected  at 
random,  a  brilliant  collection  of  pretty  thoughts,  a 
tiflue  of  learned  differtations.  It  is  neither  a  pa- 
negyric,  nor  a  fatire ;  it  ought  to  be  an  impartial 
and  difinterefted  narration,  limple  and  natural, 
though  fentimcrit'al,  always  cafy  in  its  flyle,  tven 

when 
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when  it  offers  the  refult  of*  many  refearches  and 
difcuffions.  It  ought,  if  I  may  fo  fay,  to  render 
the  reader  contemporary  with  the  events,  to  in- 
ftruft  without  fatiguing  him,  to  enlighten  without 
dazzling  him,  to  make  him  think,  and  to  give  him 
the  pleafure  of  believing  that  he  thinks  for  himfelf, 
not  faying  every  thing,  and  leaving  nothing  fo  be 
wi/hed,  allowing  neither  too  much  nor  too  little  to 
conjecture,  and  removing  apparent  contradictions 
by  lucky  difcoveries  5  in  a  word,  it  fhould  fupply 
the  place  of  original  authors  to  thofe  who  have  it 
not  in  their  power  to  read  them,  and  enable  thofe, 
who  can  confult  them,  to  read  them  with  more 
pleafure  and  emolument,  I  have  endeavoured  to 
write  in  this  manner  the  Hiftory  of  Jovian.  I  do 
not  flatter  myfelf  with  having  fuccceded ;  happy 
if  connohTeurs  find  fome  marks  of  refemblance 
between  the  execution  and  the  idea. 
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prince;  after  paffing  the  Tigris  above  Ctefiphon, 
by  'an  extravagance  which  even  fuccefs  could  not 
excufe,  burned  his  fleet  and  provifions  *.  He  was 

defirous 

*  He  deftroyed,  in  a  fingle  hour^  the  whole  navy,  which 
had  been  tranfported  above  five  hundred  miles,  at  fo  great 
an  expence  of  toil,  of  treafure,  and  of  blood.  Twelve,  or, 
at  the  mod,  twenty-two  fmall  veflels  were  faved,  to  accom-> 
pnny  on  carriages  the  march  of  the  army,  and  to  form  oc- 
cafional  bridges  for  the  paflage  of  the  rivers.  A  fupply  of 
twenty  days  provifions  was  referred  for  the  ufe  of  the  fol- 
diers;  and  the  reft  of  the  magazines,  with  a  fleet  of  eleven 
hundred  veflels,  which  rode  at  anchor  in  the  Tigris,  were 
abandoned  to  the  flames,  by  the  abfolute  command  of  the 
Emperor.  The  Chriftian  bifhops,  Gregory  and  Auguftin, 
inful  t  the  madnefs  of  the  apoftate,  who  executed,  with 
his  own  hands,  the  fentence  of  divine  jultice.  Their  au- 
thority, of  lefs  weight  perhaps  in  a  military  queftion,  is 
confirmed  by  the  cool  judgement  of  an  experienced  ibldier 
[Ammianus],  who  was  himfelf  fpeftator  of  the  confla- 
gration, and  who  could  not  difapprove  the  reludlant  mur- 
murs of  the  troops.  Yet  there  are  not  wanting  fome  fpe- 
cious,  and  perhaps  folid,  reafons,  which  might  juftify  the 
refolution  of  Julian.  The  navigation  of  the  Euphrates 
never  afcended  above  Babylon,  nor  that  of  the  Tigris  above 
Opis.  The  diftance  of  the  laft-mentioned  city  from  the 
Roman  camp  was  not  very  confiderable  ;  and  Julian  muft 
feoa  hav«  renounced  the  vain  and  impracticable  attempt  of 

forcing 
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Jirous  of  penetrating  into  the  heart  of  Affyria;  but 
at  the  end  of  fome  days  march,  finding  neither 
corn  nor  forage,  becaufe  the  Perfians  had  laid  all 
the  country  wafte,  he  was  obliged  to  approach  the 
Tigris*  Being  unable  to  pafs  it  for  want  of  boats, 
he  took  for  the  model  of  his  retreat  that  of  the 
ten  thoufand  *,  and  refolved  to  gain,  like  them, 
the  country  of  the  Carduci,  called  in  his  time 

forcing  upwards  a  great  fleet  againft  the  ftream  of  a  rapid 
river,  which  in  feveral  places  was  embarrafled  by  natural  or 
artificial  cataracts.  The  power  of  fails  and  oars  was  in- 
fuflicient ;  it  became  neceffary  to  tow  the  mips  againft  the 
current  of  the  river;  the  ftrength  of  20,000  foldiers  was 
exhaufled  in  this  tedious  and  fervile  labour ;  and  if  the 
Romxns  continued  to  march  along  the  banks  of  the  Tigris, 
they  could  only  expect  to  return  home  without  atchieving 
any  enterprife  worthy  of  the  genius  or  fortune  of  their 
leader.  Tf,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  advifeable  to  advance 
into  the  inland  country,  the  deftruction  of  the  fleet  and 
magazines  was  the  only  meafure  which  could  fave  that 
valuable  prize  from  the  hands  of  the  numerous  and  active 
troops  which  might  fuddenly  be  poured  from  the  gates  of 
Ctefiphon.  Had  the  arms  of  Julian  been  victorious,  we 
fliould  now  admire  the  conduct,  as  well  as  the  courage,  of 
a  hero,  who,  by  depriving  his  foldiers  of  the  hopes  of  a 
retreat,  left  them  only  the  alternative  of  death  or  con- 
queft.  Recollect  the  iuccefsful  and  applauded  raflinefs  of 
Agathocles  and  Cortez,  who  burnt  their  lliips  on  the  coafts 
of  Africa  and  Mexico.  GIBBDV. 


the  martial  throng, 


Up  Tigris'  banks  who  wound  their  march  along ; 

O'er  wilds  and  mountains  held  their  toilibme  way, 

By  hofts  aflaulted,   and  the  folar  ray  ; 

By  thirft,  by  famine,  by  eternal  fnows  — 

Whom  heaven  and  earth  united  to  oppofe. 

Unconquer'd  ftill  the  Greeks  each  peril  meet, 

Regain  their  fhores,  and  dignify  retreat.  IRWIN. 

S  2  Corduenne, 
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Corduenne,  a  name  which  is  flill  found  in  that  of 
Curdes  and  Curdiftan.  Corduenne,  then  fubjeft  to 
the  Romans,  is  fituated  on  the  north  of  Aflyria. 
Thus  marching  on  that  fide,  Julian  had  the  Tigris 
on  his  left,  and  went  up  towards  the  fource  of 
that  river. 

Superior  in  every  attack  to  the  lieutenants  of 
Sapor,  whether  they  waited  for  him  in  line  of 
battle,  or  contented  themfelves  with  infulting  him 
on  his  march,  he  was  dill  advancing,  when  on  the 
26th  of  June,  363,  repulfmg  the  enemy  with  too 
much  ardour,  he  received  a  wound,  of  which  he 
died  the  night  following  *. 

At  the  death  of  Julian  the  Roman  army  was  in 
a  ftrange  fituation ;  victorious,  but  in  want  of 
every  thing.  Corduenne,  its  only  refourcc,  was  flill 
far  diftant.  To  reach  this  province  it  mult  traverfe 
without  provifions,  beneath  a  burning  fky,  a  ruined 
country,  fuftain  in  this  march  the  continual  at- 

*  The  defection  of  this  great  man  from  the  pureft  of 
all  religions  cannot  be  defended,  though  it  may  be  ac- 
counted for  ;  and  his  avcrfion  and  difcountenance  to  Chrif- 
tians  iuit  not  the  informed  and  liberal  mind  of  Julian  in 
other  points.  It  will  fuffice  to  fay,  that  his  life  feems  to 
have  belied  the  name  of  Apoilate,  which  he  brought  upon 
himfelf  by  his  deviation  from  the  faith  in  which  he  was 
educated.  If  the  paths  of  Virtue  lead  to  the  temple  of 
Truth,  he  invariably  trod  them  ;  and  may  charitably  be 
fuppoled  to  have  arrived,  by  an  indirect  courfe,  at  the  di- 
vine goal.  The  circumftances  of  his  death  are  fo  fimilar  to 
thofe  of  Epaminonclas,  that  we  mutt  be  rejoiced  to  find 
their  lives  were  equally  dignified  by  purfuits  that  rendered 
their  end  immortal.  JRWIK. 

tacks 
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tacks  of  the  Perfians,  always  formidable  though 
vanquifhed,  becaufe  they  were  as  ready  to  rally 
as  to  fly,  and,  befides,  as  the  death  of  Julian  had 
railed  the  hopes  of  king  Sapor. 

It  feemed  difficult  to  remain  without  a  chief ;  the 
moments  were  precious.  On  the  2yth  of  June, 
therefore,  at  break  of  day,  the  officers  met  to 
choofe  a  fucceflbr  to  Julian,  who  had  juft  expired. 
The  creatures  of  that  prince  *,  and  thofe  who 
flill  remained  of  the  old  court  f,  having  neither 
the  fame  interefts,  nor  the  fame  views,  all  earneftly 
defired  an  Emperor  of  their  own  fa&ion  ;  but  as 
neither  of  the  two  factions  had  had  time  to  con- 
cert among  themfelves,  all  their  fuffrages,  not  one 
excepted,  were  united  in  favour  of  Salluft  the 
fecond,  Prsefeft  of  the  Prsecorium  of  the  Eaft.  This 
illuftrious  Pagan,  whofe  virtue  cannot  be  fuffi- 
ciently  admired  and  lamented,  completed  the  jufti- 
fication  of  that  choice  by  the  firmnefs  with  which 
he  refufed  to  load  himfelf  with  a  burthen  too  op- 
preflive,  he  faid,  both  for  his  age  and  infirmities. 
A  fubaltern  officer  J,  then  feeing  the  embarrafiment 
i  HO  whicfy  the  perfevering  refufal  of  Salluft  had 
thrown  the  aflembly,  faid  to  the  generals,  "  What 

*  Nevitta,  Dagalaiphus,  and  the  Gallic  officers.         B. 

f  Arintheus,  Victor,  &c.  B. 

J  Thus  1  tranflate  that  expreffion,  bvnoratior  aliqws  milts* 
I  fufpeft  that  Ammianus  thus  defcribes  himlelf.  B. 

The  modeft  and  judicious  hiitorian  defcribes  the  fcene  of 
the  election,  at  which  he  was  undoubtedly  preient  (xxv.  5.) 

GIBBON. 

S  3  '*  would 
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te  would  you  do,  if  the  prince,  inftead  of  march- 
"  ing  in  perfon,  had  given  you  the  command  of 
"  the  army  ?  You  would  only  think  of  extricating 
"  yourfelves  from  this  dilemma.  Aft,  as  if  he 
"  were  (till  living ;  and  when  we  have  once  reached 
"  Mefopotamia,  in  concert  with  the  army  of  ob* 
'*  fervation  we  will  choofe  an  Emperor,  whofe 
"  election  cannot  be  contefted."  This  perhaps 
would  have  been  the  beft  advice;  but  fome  on  a 
fudden  exalted  their  voices  in  favour  of  Jovian,  and 
by  their  tumultuous  clamours  drew  away  all  the 
reft,  without  giving  them  time  to  confider. 

FLAVIUS  CLAUDIUS  JOVIANUS,  aged  about  33 
years,  was  the  fir  ft  of  the  Emperor's  guards  *.  He 
had  conducted  the  corpfe  of  Confhiuius  to  the  im 
perial  city  ;  and  as,  according  to  cuftom,  fitting  in 
the  fuuereal  car,  he  received  in  fome  fort  the 
honours  which  were  paid  to  that  prince,  it  was 
imagined,  after  the  event,  that  this  honourable,  but 
tranfient  and  mournful,  employment  had  been  the 
prognoftic  and  image  of  his  future  grandeur  t» 

The 

0 

*  Jovian  was  not  captain  of  the  guards,  as  fome  have 
thought ;  but  only  what  was  called  domefticorum  ordinis  pri- 
mus. What  rank  this  was  we  know  not.  Domeflici^  or  fro  • 
tcflores  domejlid,  are  certainly  the  body-guards,  B, 

The  primus,  or  primicerius,  enjoyed  the  dignity  of  a  fe- 
nator,  and  though  only  a  tribune,  he  ranked  with  the  mili- 
tary dukes.  Cod.  Tbcodofian.  1.  vi.  tit.  xxiv.  Thefe  privilege? 
are  perhaps  more  recent  than  the  time  of  Jovian.  GIBBON. 

f  Wherever  the  Emperors  paffed,  deputies  were  fent 
to  them  :  they  were  harangued,  fomples  of  the  provifions 
intended  for  £he  tiqops  were  prefented  to  them,  the  horfes 
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The  nobility  of  his  family  afcended  no  higher  than 
count  Varronian,  his  father,  born  in  the  territory 
of  the  city  of  Singidon  in  Myfia,  and  probably  a 
foldier  of  fortune,  who,  for  his  merit,  had  been 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Jovians :  Such 
was  the  appellation  of  a  body  of  troops  formed  by 
Diocletian,  who,  it  is  known,  had  taken  the  fun- 
name  of  Jovius.  It  was  owing  perhaps  to  his 
regard  for  the  troop  of  which  he  was  chief,  that 
Varronian  made  one  of  his  children  bear  the  name 
of  Jovian.  This  officer,  full  of  years  and  glory, 
ilill  enjoyed  his  high  reputation  in  retirement. 
Some  even  pretend  that  it  conflituted  the  prin- 
cipal merit  of  his  fon.  But  to  refute  them  it  is 
fufficient  to  fay,  that  though  Jovian  had  declared 
that  he  would  rather  quit  the  lervice  than  renounce 
the  Chriftian  religion,  Julian  did  not  ceafe  to  keep 
him  near  his  perfon,  and  to  take  him  with  him, 
when  he  fet  out  on  his  fatal  expedition.  Julian 
was  well  acquainted  with  his  talents.  A  confeffor 
of  the  faith,  whom  an  apoftate  and  intolerant 
monarch  thought  worthy  to  retain  a  place  of  con- 
fidence, was  certainly  no  ordinary  fubjecr.  The 
Pagans  themfelves  do  juftice  to  his  valour,  and  if 

were  (hewn  to  them,  &c.  which  the  public  maintained  for 
the  ufe  of  thofe  who  travelled  by  order  of  the  court.  The 
fame  ceremonial  was  obferved  with  regard  to  the  Emperors 
after  their  deaths.  On  that  occafion  he  whc  attended  the 
corpfe  a£ted  and  fpoke,  without  doubt,  in  the  name  of  the 
late  Emperor.  It  was  a  kind  of  Sovereignty  which  expired 
on  the  tomb  of  the  prince.  See  Amm.  /.  xxi.  c.  «//,  B. 
S  ^  they 
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they  fometimes  fpeak  of  him  as  a  timid  prince, 
this  reproach  falls  rather  on  the  politician  than  the 
warrior. 

To  finifti  his  portrait,  without  copying  the  Chrif- 
tian  authors,  who  might  here  perhaps  feem  lefs 
credible,  I  will  chiefly  confine  myfelf  to  the  tefti- 
Hiony  of  Ammianus  and  Eutropius,  both  Pagans, 
who  were  in  the  Perfian  war,  and  of  whom  the 
former  ferved  in  the  guards  with  Jovian.  With  the 
fentimems  of  a  generous  and  beneficent  foul  this 
prince  united  affable  manners,  a  fund  of  gaiety 
which  induced  him  to  joke  with  thofe  who  ap- 
proached him,  fufficient  application  and  aftivity, 
but  too  little  experience.  He  had  fuch  a  know- 
ledge of  mankind  as  promifed  difcernment  in  the 
diftribiuion  of  employments;  feme  literature  *',  and 
great  regard  for  men  of  learning ;  an  extreme  at- 
tachment to  his  religion,  but  a  great  refpeft  to  con- 
fcience,  which  he  thought  accountable  only  to 
God.  Zealous  without  bitternefs,  and  moderate 
without  indifference,  he  profeiTed  orthodoxy ;  but 
he  perfecutcd  neither  heretics,  nor  even  Pagans. 
It  is  fuid,  that  thefe  excellent  qualities  were  accom- 
panied with  fome  faults.  Ammianus  accufes  him 
of  loving  wine  and  the  table,  and  fome  other 
pleafures  flill  more  unbecoming  a  Chriflian.  Men 
are  apt  to  be  inconfulent,  and  their  belief  has  not 
always  a  fufficient  influence  on  their  morals. 

*  This  feems  to  me  the  fenfe  of  thofq  words  of  Ammi- 
,  MiiHocrit'cr  cruditus,  magifijuc  betKVolus,  B. 

"  But," 
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tf  But,"  fays  the  fame  author,  <l  the  refpeft  which 
"  he  owed  to  his  purple  would  have  corrected 
"  them  *."  Jovian  was  in  flature  much  above  the 
common  ftandard,  and  large  in  proportion,  fo  that 
it  was  difficult  to  find  an  imperial  habit  that  would 
fit  him.  He  was  round-fhouldered,  as  he  appears 
alfo  on  his  medals,  and  had  a  majeftic  air,  but  a 
heavy  walk.  The  gaiety  of  his  mind  fparkled  on 
his  face  and  in  his  eyes.  He  is  ranked  among  the 
good  princes.  Perhaps  he  would  have  been  placed 
among  the  greateft,  if  he  had  afcended  the  throne 
at  a  juncture  lefs  fatal,  and  if  he  had  reigned 
longer. 

The  army  was  ftill  ignorant,  it  feems,  of  the 
death  of  Julian.  It  was  beginning  to  leave  the 
camp,  in  order  to  march,  when  the  new  Emperor 
appeared,  and,  inverted  with  the  marks  of  his 
dignity,  repaired  to  the  different  quarters  to  fhew 
himfelf  to  the  foldiers.  The  name  of  Jovian  re- 
founded  on  all  fides ;  but  the  refemblance  of  this 
name  to  that  of  Julian  caufing  a  miftake,  fome 
cried,  JULIAN  AUGUSTUS.  Their  cries,  foon  ap- 
proaching by  degrees  to  the  vanguard  already  at  a 
diftance  from  the  camp,  were  repeated  with  the 
mod  lively  tranfports.  It  was  imagined  that  the 
wound  of  Julian  was  not  dangerous,  and  that  he 
was  leaving  his  tent,  according  to  cuftom,  in  the 

*  Thefc   are  the    hiftorian's  own  words,  Edax  tamen  et 
-  vino  •vcnerimte  indulgent  ;  qua  vltia  imferiali  vcrecundia  forjitan 
cjrrexijjet.          B. 

4  midft 
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midfl:  of  acclamations.  But  this  tranfient  joy  was 
immediately  fucceeded  by  affliction  and  tears,  as 
foon  as  the  prefence  of  Jovian  announced  what  had 
juft  happened. 

Such  is  the  recital  of  an  eye-witnefs,  a  Pagan 
indeed,  but  an  impartial  writer;  I  mean  Ammianus 
Marcellinus.  His  tefiimony  does  not  allow  us  to 
tmderftand  literally  what  Theodore  t  wrote  about 
half  a  century  after  him,  of  the  perfedt  unani- 
mity with  which  all  the  army  demanded  Jovian 
for  Emperor,  while  the  officers  were  aflembled  for 
the  election.  Nothing,  however,  obliges  us  to  re- 
ject what  the  fame  father  adds :  "  Jovian,"  he  fays, 
"  was  placed  on  a  tribunal  prepared  in  hafte ;  the 
tf  names  of  Auguftus  and  Emperor  were  given 
"  him.  The  prince  then  faid  to  the  foldiers,  with 
"  his  ufual  franknefs,  that,  being  a  Chriftian,  he 
"  could  not  command  Pagans,  and  that  he  faw  the 
"  wrath  of  the  living  God  ready  to  fall  on  an  army  of 
"  idolaters." "You  command  Chriftians," exclaimed 
with  one  voice  thofe  who  heard  him.  "  The  reign 
'*  of  fuperftition  has  been  too  fhort  to  efface  from 
"  our  minds  and  our  hearts  the  inftruclions  of  the 
"  great  Conftantine  and  his  fon  Conftantius,  Im- 
'*  piety  has  not  had  time  to  take  root  in  the  fouls 
«'  of  thofe  who  have  embraced  it  *.*' 

While  Jovian  received  the  homage  of  the  army, 

*  Ammianus,  calmly  purfuing  his  narrative,  overthrows 
this  legend  by  a  fmgie  fentence  :  Hojliis pro  Joviano  extifque 
infpcttis,  fronuntiatum  cjlt  &c.  xxv.  6.  GIBBON. 

6  an 
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an  enfign  of  whom  he  had  reafon   to  complain  *, 
fearing  his  refentmcnt,  deferted  to  the  enemy.     He 
found  Sapor,  who  had  juft  joined  his  troops,  at  the 
head  of  a  confiderable  reinforcement.  This  fugitive, 
admitted  to  an  audience  of  the  great  king,  told  him, 
that  "  Julian  was  no  more ;  and  that  the  fervants 
<(  of  the  army  had  tumultuoufly  fupplied  his  place 
"  with  the  phantom  of  an  Emperor,  one  only  of 
"  the  body-guard,  a  man  without  vigour,  without 
"  courage,  without  capacity."    At  this  unexpected 
news  the   monarch  ftarted  with  joy.     The  valour 
of  Julian,  and  the  rapidity  of  his  conquefts,   had 
fo  alarmed   him,  that  he  paid  no  attention  to  his 
hair,  and  ate  on  the  ground  as  in  the  greateil  ca- 
lamities.  The  Perfians,  even  after  the  death  of  that 
formidable  enemy,  reprefented  him,  in  their  hiero- 
glyphical  paintings,  under  the  emblem  of  thunder, 
or  of  a  lion  vomiting  flames ;  fuch  was  the  terror 
with  which  he  had  impreffed  them.     Sapor,  who 
faw  himfelf  at  the  fummit  of  his  wifhes  at  the  very 
time  when  he  thought  himfelf  on  the  brink  of  de- 
flruftion,  flattered  himfelf  that  the  Romans  would  no 
longer  ftand  before  him,  and  detached  a  body  of 
cavalry  -f-   full  fpeed  to  fall  on  their  rear-guard, 
with  the  troops  that  had  fought  the  preceding  day. 
Sapor  had  no  doubt  that  the  Romans  were  on 
their  march ;   but  the  ele&ion  of  Jovian  had  fuf- 

*  He  was  an  enemy  of  Varronian.  By  mangling  the  re- 
putation of  the  father,  he  deferved  the  hatred  of  the  fon.  B. 
-)-  Perhaps  the  ten  thouland  Immortals,  GIBBON. 
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pended  their  departure ;  and  this  prince  thought 
of  deferring  it  till  the  next  day.  The  Pagans, 
for  all  were  not  converted,  having  offered  feme 
facrifices  of  thank fgiving  for  his  election  to  the 
empire,  the  augurs  found  in  the  entrails  of  the 
vi&ims  that  all  would  be  loft,  if  they  remained  in 
the  camp,  but  that  they  (hould  gain  fome  advan- 
tage, if  they  began  their  march.  As  the  Emperor 
knew  how  much  iuperftition  can  affeft  courage, 
he  did  not  hefitate  to  purfue  the  latter.  The  Ro- 
mans had  fcarce  left  their  entrenchments  when  they 
faw  themfelves  attacked.  Their  cavalry  was  at  firfl 
put  into  diforder  by  the  elephants  which  preceded 
that  of  the  Perfians;  but  the  legionaries  fo  vigoroufiy 
fuftained  the  fnock  of  the  hoftile  fquadrons,  that 
they  forced  them  to  retire.  On  the  fide  of  the 
Barbarians,  befides  fome  elephants,  a  great  number 
of  foldiers  were  left  on  the  field.  The  Romans, 
however,  pa-id  too  dearly  for  that  advantage,  as  it 
cod  them  three  of  their  braved  officers  *. 

After  having  paid  them  the  laft  duties,  as  well 
as  the  time  and  place  would  permit,  they  encamped 
near  a  caftle  named  Sumera  -f- ;  and  on  the  next 
day,  for  want  of  a  better  defence,  they  entrenched 

*  Tribunes. 

•f-  On  the  banks  of  the  Tigris,  about  one  hundred  miles 
above  Ctefiphon.  In  the  ninth  centuiy,  Sumere,  or  Sa- 
mara, became,  with  a  iiiiiht  change  of  name,  the  royal 
refidence  of  the  khalifs  of  the  houfe  of  Abbas.  The 
obicure  villages  of  the  inland  country  are  irrecoverably  loft; 
nor  can  we  name  the  field  of  battle  where  Julian  fell. 

GIBBON. 
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themfelves  in  a  valley  furrounded  by  eminences 
which  left  only  one  outlet.  From  the  top  of  thofe 
hills,  covered  with  trees,  the  Perfians  rained  on 
the  camp  a  fliower  of  arrows,  which  they  ac- 
companied with  the  bittereft  taunts,  calling  the 
Romans  "  traitors,  and  the  murderers  of  their 
tf  Emperor."  Thofe  reproaches  originated  from  the 
frivolous  difcourfe  of  fome  deferters,  and  the  en- 
deavours which  the  great  king  ineffectually  employ- 
ed to  difcover  who  had  delivered  him  from  Julian. 
Sapor  having  offered  a  reward  proportioned  to 
the  importance  of  the  fervice  without  any  one 
appearing  to  claim  it,  he  concluded  that  Julian  had 
been  kilfed  by  one  of  his  own  fubjecls  ;  as  if  it 
were  impoffible  for  that  rafh  prince  to  have  been 
flruck  either  by  a  dart  thrown  at  random  *,  or  that 
the  horfeman,  who  wounded  him,  might  himfelf 
have  loft  his  life. 

Libanius  indeed  has  difplayed  all  his  rhetoric  to 
give  fome  colour  to  this  accufation.  This  fophifl 
abfolutely  infifts  that  the  fatal  blow,  which  {hort- 
ened  the  days  of  Julian,  came  from  a  Chriftian 
hand  directed  and  employed  by  the  chief  of  the 
Chriftians  •)*.  By  this  Libanius  probably  means 

fome 

*  Thus  Ahab  was  killed  by  a  certain  man  wlio  drtvs  a, 
low  at  a  venture,  i  Kings  xxii.  34. 

-j-  EfloXjic  ir\r>$a>  ta  <rq>ut  a.irlv»  *%%*&,  ImplcHS  acctptum  air 
eo  qui  praeft  Hits  mandatum.  Perhaps  it  fluuld  be  tranf- 
lated  praerat ;  as  tne  oration  of  Libanius  was  not  com- 
pofcd  till  the  reign  of  Theodofius.  I  have  retained  in  the 
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fome  diilinguilhed   bifhop,   whom   he  makes   the 
author  of  a  confpiracy  formed  againft  the  life  of 
Julian.     He   pretends   that   he  was    privately  ac- 
quainted with  all  the  particulars  of  that  dreadful 
tragedy,  and  that  there  needed  only  public  au- 
thority to  unravel  and  afcertain  its  horrors.     Li* 
banius,  however,  utters  only  conjeftures  that  are 
cafily  confuted  by  other  conje£lures  as  probable  as 
his ;  and  as  to  the  pretended  confpiracy,  the  pro- 
found filence  of  all  writers  of  the  fame  religion  is 
a  proof  either  that  they  had  not  heard  it  men- 
tioned, or  at  leaft  that  they  confidered  it  as  a  fable  *. 
Thofe  authors,  and  Zofimus  himfelf,  fay  exprefsly, 
or  plainly   fuppofe,  that  Julian  was  wounded  by 
a  foldier  of  Sapor.     The  malignity  of  Zofimus  is 
well  known  :  all  the  evil  which  he  has  not  faid  of 
the  Chriftians,  and  which  others  have  faid  of  them, 
has  much  the  air  of  a  calumny. 

French  the  equivocal  exprellion  of  the  Greek.  It  is  im- 
poffible  to  know  what  bifhop  Libanius  had  in  view.  It  iJ 
iurmifed  that  it  might  have  been  either  St.  Bafil  or  St» 
Gregory  of  Nazianzus.  For  my  part,  I  think  that  in  the 
time  of  Julian  there  was  no  bifliop  in  the  Eaft  who  deferved 
the  name  of  "  chief  of  the  Chriftians"  better  than  St. 
Athanafius.  B. 

*  Above  fixteen  years  after  the  death  of  Julian,  the 
charge  was  folemnly  and  vehemently  iirged  in  a  public 
oration,  addrefled  by  Libanius  to  the  Emperor  Theodoaus. 
The  fulpicions  are  unfupported  by  faft  or  argument,  and 
we  can  only  efteem  the  generous  zeal  of  the  fophiil  of 
Antioch  for  the  cold  and  neglected  allies  of  his  friend. 

GIBBON. 
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After  all,  that  a  rhetorician,  like  Libanius,  a 
Pagan  even  to  madnefs,  fhould  think  the  Chriftians 
capable  of  attempting  the  life  of  Julian,  is  not 
furprifing.  That  it  is  poflible  for  an  ignorant  and 
fanatical  Chriftian  to  think  that  he  (hall  immor- 
talife  himfelf  both  in  this  world  and  the  next,  by 
delivering  the  church  from  an  implacable  perfe- 
cutor,  hiftory  unhappily  aifords  too  many  examples. 
But  that  an  ecclefiaftical  hiftorian,  likf,  Sozomen, 
fhould  be  tempted  to  canonife  fo  deteftable  an 
action,  might  perhaps  not  be  credited  on  my  af- 
fertion.  Let  him  fpeak  for  himfelf:  "  It  is  not 
"  improbable,"  fays  that  writer,  "  that  one  of 
"  thofe  who  then  ferved  in  the  army  might  have 
f(  reflected,  that  the  cleftroyers  of  tyrants  were 
"  highly  extolled,  not  only  by  the  ancient  Greeks, 
"  but  by  others  even  to  our  times,  as  men  who  for 
"  the  common  liberty  of  all  did  not  hefitate  to  die, 
"  having  chearfully  affifted  their  countrymen, 
"  friends,  and  relations.  No  one  certainly,"  con- 
tinues Sozomen,  V  can  eafily  blame  him,  who,  for 
"  the  fake  of  God  and  his  religion,  has  a&ed  fuch 
"  a  manly  part  *."  Sozomen,  it  ieems,  had  fludied 
profane  antiquity  more  than  the  morality  of  the 
gofpel  and  the  fpirit  of  true  Chriftianity.  Let  it 
be  obferved,  that  this  hiftorian  .was  not  a  father 

*  Sozom.  Hijl.   Ecchf.  I.   VI.  c.  2. 

Sozomen  applauds  the  Greek  doflrine  of  tyrannicide ; 
but  the  whole  paliage,  which  a  Jefuit  might  have  tranf- 
iated,  is  prudently  fupprefled  by  the  prefident  Coufin. 

GIBBON. 
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of  the  church,  that  he  has  no  authority  in  matters 
of  doftrine,  that  his  language  is  here  contrary  to 
all  tradition,  that  he  wrote  towards  the  middle  of 
the  fifth  century ;  and  that  he  is  the  firft  in  whom 
we  perceive  fome  marks  of  that  anti-chriftian  fa- 
naticifm.  But  it  is  time  to  refume  the  thread  of 
the  hiftory. 

While  their  enemies,  pofted  on  the  heights,  were 
infuhing  the  army,  a  detachment  of  cavalry  forced 
the  gate  of  the  camp,  called  the  Praetorian  gate  ; 
and  were  very  near  penetrating  even  to  the  imperial 
tent :  but  they  were  repulfed  with  lofs.  The 
Romans  afterwards  encamped  at  Carche ;  from 
whence  on  the  fucceeding  day,  July  i,  they  ar- 
rived near  the  city  of  Dura"*,  which  mud  not  be 
confounded  with  another  of  the  fame  name,  fitu- 
ated  in  Mefopotamia.  Four  days  were  there  loft 
by  the  obftinacy  of  the  Barbarians.  As  foon  as 
the  army  was  on  the  march,  they  harrafled  it  by 
continual  fkirmifhes,  fometimes  in  rear,  fometimes 
In  flank.  If  it  faced  about  to  receive  them,  by 
degrees  they  gave  ground,  being  only  defirous  of 
retarding  its  march,  and  leaving  to  famine  the 
care  of  fighting  for  them. 

The  fear  of  the  word  misfortunes  makes  men 
credulous  and  ready  to  adopt  the  mod  hazardous  ex- 
pedients. On  a  fudden  a  report  being  fpread  that  the 

*  Dura  was  a  fortified  place  in  the  wars  of  Antiochus, 
againft  the  rebels  of  Media  and  Perfia.  (Polybius,  /.  v. 
*.  48.  52.)  GIBBON. 
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frontiers  of    the  empire   are    not  far  diflant ;  on 
this   falfe    fuppofition    the  foldier  will  no  longer 
coaft  the  Tigris,  but  clamoroufly  infifts  on  being 
allowed  to  pafsit.     The  Emperor,  with  the  prin- 
cipal officers,  oppofes  this  rafti  project  in  vain.     In 
vain,  (hewing  this  river  always  fo  rapid,  and  then 
fwelled  by  the  melting  of  the   fnows  of  Armenia, 
he  reprefcnts  that  mod  of  them  cannot  fwim,  that 
the  enemy  is  mailer  of  the  two  banks,  and  that, 
if  they  gain  the  other  fide,  it  will  only  be  to  fdll 
into  his  hands.     Thefe  fage  remonftrances  are  dif- 
regarded.       The    clamours   increafe,     threats    are 
added ;  every  thing  breathes  fedition.    It  was  necef- 
fary  to  allow  a  number  of  Gauls  and  Germans  *  to 
attempt  the  paflage.  Jovian  flattered  himfelf  that  if 
they  periChed,  the  reft  would  become  more  traclable, 
or,  if  they  were  fo  lucky  as   to  fucceed,  he  might 
reafonably  make  an  attempt  to  tranfport  the  army. 
By  favour  of  the  night,  five  hundred  able  fwim- 
mers  crofs  the  Tigris  with  more  eafe  than  could 
have   been  expected,  and  find  the  Perfians,  who 
guarded  the  oppofite  bank,  buried  in  a  profound 
fleep.     They  make  a  great  flaughter,  and  as  foon 
as  the  day  begins  to  break,  they  raife  their  hands, 
and  throw  their  cloaths  into  the  air,  to  announce 
their  fuccefs.  The  army,  anxious  to  follow  them, 
urges  the  engineers  to  conftrucl  a  kind  of  [floating] 

*  The  text  of  Ammianus  gives  Sarmatis ;  but  it  is  pro- 
bably r.uilty.  Soon  after,  the  fame  author  calls  them  Ger- 
mans. B. 

VOL.  II.  T  bridge. 
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bridge,  which  they  propofed  to  make   of  fheep 
fkins  fattened   together  *.     They   laboured  on  it« 
two   days;    but    it  was    impoffible    to  fix   it  on 
account  of  the  violence  and  rapidity  of  the  ftream. 
The  foldiers,  having  eonfumed  the  provifions  that 
they  had  left,  became  defperate,  and  rather  chofe 
to  perifh  fword  in  hand  than  languifti  under  the 
horrors  of  a  flow  and  cruel  death. 

Ths  Perfians,  on  their  fide,  had  alfo  much  to 
lament.  The  intoxication  of  Sapor  was  already 
difpelled ;  from  the  mod  prefumptuous  confidence, 
he  relapfed  into  an  extreme  perplexity ;  he  faw  his 
country  laid  wade,  his  towns  taken  by  affault,  his 
troops,  always  defeated  when  they  dared  to  wait 
for  the  enemy,  having  no  refource  but  in  flight, 
and  confiderably  diminimed  by  thelofs  of  an  in- 
numerable multitude  of  men,  and  almoft  all  the 
elephants.  Every  day  fome  new  check  made  bim 
perceive  that  the  valour  of  the  Romans  was  not 
buried  f  with  Julian.  Animated  with  the  genius; 
of  that  conqueror,  they  feemed  to  think  as  much, 
and  perhaps  more,  of  revenging  him  than  of  fur- 
viving  him.  Famine  itfelf  could  not  force  from 
them  the  leaft  propofal  of  peace.  Was  Sapor 
certain  of  avoiding  a  battle  ?  And  if  he  muft  fight, 

*  Covered  with  a  floor  of  earth  and  fafcines.  A  fimilar 
expedient  was  propofed  to  the  leaders  of  the  ten  thouland, 
and  %-ifely  rejected.  It  appears,  from  our  modern  tra- 
*dier«,  that  rafts  floating  on  bladders  perform  the  trade 
»a<i  navigation  of  the  Tigris.  GIBBON. 

f  EtiftTtrlie.  A  flight  inaccuracy.  Julian  was  not  then 
*<  buried." 

what 
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what  had  he  not  to  fear  from  men  refolded  to  de- 
termine their  fate,  either  by  gaining  a  complete 
vi&ory,  or  at  leaft  by  rendering  their  defeat  fatal 
even  to  the  conquerors  ?  Could  he  flatter  himfelf 
with  annihilating  the  Roman  army,  he  was  not 
ignorant  that  Julian  had  left  in  Mefopotamia  40,000 
men,  under  the  command  of  his  relation  Procopius: 
at  length  the  vail  provinces  of  the  empire  might 
eafily  furnidi  other  legions,  who,  by  attacking 
Perfia  when  exhaufted  and  terrified,  might  over- 
throw the  throne  of  the  Artaxerxides  already  tot* 
tering. 

Amidft  thefc  melancholy  reflexions,  he  was  in- 
formed of  the  fuccefsful  temerity  of  the  Gauls  and 
Germans.  This  exploit  of  a  handful  of  deter- 
mined men  ararms  him,  and  makes  him  lenfible  of 
what  a  whole  army  of  defperadoes  will  be  capable. 
Immediately  he  turns  all  his  thoughts  towards  an 
accommodation  with  the  Romans ;  he  does  not 
hefitate  to  make  the  firfl  advances,  proceeding  to 
ciTentials,  and  defiring,  at  any  rate,  to  commence 
a  negociation,  which,  in  the  prefent  circumftances, 
mult  infallibly  terminate  to  his  advantage.  Thus, 
contrary  to  their  expectations,  the  Romans  faw  the 
Surena  (he  was  the  general  of  the  Perfian  cavalry), 
arrive  in  their  camp,  with  another  lord  *.  "  The 
"  Great  King  our  mafler,"  faid  the  deputies  to 

*  Sextus  Rr.fus  (*/;•  Proi'inciis,  c.   29.)  embraces  a  p»or 
fubterfugo   of    national    vanity.       Tanta    reverent  la    nojnintt 
f'>  •',   at  a  Ptrjii  primus  tie  fac.t  ferxrv  babertrur. 

GIBBON. 
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Jovian  and  the  principal  officers,  "  is  not  dazzled 
"  by  profperity  ;  he  knows  the  fituation  to  which 
"  fortune  has  reduced  you ;  but  he  knows  flill 
"  better  the  uncertainty  of  human  affairs.  Sapor 
t(  refpecls  unfuccefsful  virtue,  even  in  his  enemies. 
"  He  efteems  you  enough  to  feek  your  alliance, 
"  and  to  offer  you  peace  on  equitable  terms." 

As  the  Romans  were  fupported  only  by  defpair, 
the  hope  of  peace  weakened  them  at  once,  and 
made,  it  may  be  faid,  their  arms  fall  from  their 
hands.  Jovian,  in  particular,  was  eager  to  enjoy 
the  empire,  and  to  infure  to  himfelf  its  poiTeffion 
by  repairing  fpeedily  to  the  capital.  How  did  he 
know,  but  that,  in  his  ab fence,  foine  ambitious 
leader,  Procopius  for  inftance,  then  at  the  head 
of  an  army,  might  feize  the  diadem.?  At  that  time, 
thofe  who  affumed  the  purple  did  not  even  deign 
to  feek  pretexts  to  colour  their  enterpiife  ;  and 
Procopius,  as  he  was  related  to  Julian,  might 
allege  the  rights  of  confanguinity.  The  propofals 
therefore  of  Sapor  were  embraced  with  eagernefs. 
They  were  vague,  embarraffed,  equivocal,  and  liable 
to  great  difcuffions.  At  all  events,  this  able  poli- 
tician defigned  to  protract  the  negociation,  in  order 
to  famifli  the  Romans  more  and  more. 

The  Emperor,  on  the  contrary,  impatient  to  con- 
clude it,  difpatched,  without  lofmg  a  moment, 
Salluft,  with  Arintheus  *,  to  draw  from  Sapor 

himfelf 

*  Libanius  puts  the  general  Vi&or  in  the  room  of 
Arintheus.  The  latter  was  reckoned  one  of  the  greateft 

captains 
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himfelf  fomething  determinate.  They  had  many 
conferences  equally  long  and  intricate  by  the 
management  of  the  old  monarch,  who  negociated 
peace  as  he  waged  war.  The  more  the  Romans 
advanced,  the  more  he  retreated.  He  formed  fup- 
pofitions  upon  fuppofitions,  and  raifed  difficulties 
upon  difficulties.  Now  hq  required  time,  then  he 
would  no  longer  grant  what  he  had  promifed,  and 
promifed  what  he  had  refufed.  Befides,  he  feemed 
to  think  it  (Irange  that  the  death  of  Julian  was 
not  revenged ;  for  he  flill  thought  that  that  prince 
had  been  killed  by  a  Roman  *  ;  and  as  the  de- 
puties probably  did  not  allow  the  facl,  "  if  one 
"  of  my  generals  f,"  added  he,  "  had  loft  his 

captains  of  his  age.  Prodigies  are  related  of  his  valour. 
He  was  of  an  extraordinary  ftature,  yet  fo  well  made, 
that,  St.  Bafil  fays,  he  was  confidered  as  the  model  of  a 
man.  His  fhength  was  equal  to  his  courage.  His  looks 
alone  had  made  him  gain  fome  battles.  He  received 
baptifm  before  his  death.  We  have  a  confolatory  letter 
•written  by  St.  Bafil  to  the  widow  of  Arintheus,  who  had 
been  the  prote&or  of  the  churches,  and  the  friend  of  St. 
Buiil.  We  have  alfo  a  letter  from  the  fame  faint  to  this 
general,  in  which  he  praifes  him  for  his  generoiity  and 
liberality,  of  which  every  one  perceived  the  effedfts.  Sec 
M.  de  Tillemont  on  the  Emperor  Valens,  Hiftoire  des 
EmpercurS)  torn.  V.  p.  100.  B. 

*  For  the  Perfians  alfo  had  heard  this  report,  and,  in 
confequence,  before  Jovian  made  peace  with  them,  the 
common  foldiers  reviled  the  Romans  as  traitors  and  mur- 
derers of  the  greateil  ot  princes,  as  we  learn  from  Am- 
mianus,  xxv.  6.  OLEARIUI. 

f  Libanius    heard  thefe  words  of  Sapor  to  the   Roman 
ambafladors,  no  doubt,  from  Salluit  himielf,   with   whom 
he  was  extremely  intimate,  as  four  of  his  epiflies  ro  S 
lufficieutly  atteft.  tt'd. 

T   3  "   life 
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"  life  in  a  battle,  •  thofe,  who,  being. near  his 
«*  perlbn,  had  the  cowardice  not  to  die  with  him, 
'*  Ihould  not  efcape  my  juft  refentment.  I  would 
"  inflantly  fend  their  heads  to  the  family  of  that 
"  officer.'*  We  here  difcern  the  ideas  and  lan- 
guage of  an  Eaftei^i  monarch.  Sapor,  by  affecVmg 
to  intcrefl  himfelf1  in  revenging  Julian,  was  alfo 
defirous  perhaps  of  teflifying  his  efteem  for  that 
prince,  with  a  view  to  iniinuate,  that  he  had  little 
regard  for  his  fucceffor,  and  that  he  no  longer 
feared  the  Romans. 

They  became  lets  formidable  every  moment.  A 
devouring  famine  confumed  them,  while  by  chi- 
canery and  arrested  delays  he  trifled  with  their 
deputies.  "  We  paffed  four  days,"  fays  Ammi- 
anus,  "  in  a  ftate  more  cruel  than  the  feverefl 
"  punifliments.  During  that  time,  if  the  Emperor, 
"  difcovering  the  artifices  of  Sapor,  before  he 
"  fent  deputies  to  that  prince,  had  continually 
"  gained  ground,  he  would  certainly  have  arrived 
"  at  the  ftrong  places  of  Corduenne,  which  then 
€<  belonged  to  us;  and  which  would  have  fupplied 
((  us  with  provifions  in  abundance.  We  were  but 
"  a  hundred  miles  diftant  *." 

*  About  thirty  leagues,  j^ 

It  is  preiumptucus  to  controvert  the  opinion  of  Ammi- 
nnus,  a  ibldier  and  a  i'pe&ator.  Yet  it  is  diiliculc  to  under- 
hand, how  the  mountains  of  Corduenne  could  extend  over 
the  plain  of  Aityria,  as  low  as  the  conflux  of  the  Tigris 
»nd  the  great  Zab  :  or  how  an  army  of  fixty  thoui and 
men  could  march  one  hundred  miles  io  faux  days. 

GiBBOX, 

Iwilh 
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I  wifh  Ammianus  had  clearly  explained  the  pofli- 
bility  of  this  march.  If  I  am  not  miftaken,  this 
is  his  idea.  Sapor  himfelf  had  occafion  for  a  peace, 
and  only  offered  it  to  his  enemies  becaufe  he  feared 
to  encounter  them.  Jovian  therefore  fhould  have 
oppofed  craft  to  craft,  mould  have  expreffed  lefs 
eagernefs  for  peace,  mould,  however,  have  given 
good  words  to  the  envoys  of  Sapor,  mould  have 
purfued  his  route,  mould  have  fent  deputies  to 
that  prince,  and  ha?e  treated  on  his  march.  Sapor, 
from  the  fear  of  being  forced  to  a  battle,  or  of 
thwarting  the  accommodation,  would  not  have  at- 
tacked the  Romans,  and  would  have  been  taken 
in  his  own  fnare.  Ammianus  was  afoldier:  he 
underftood  his  profeffion,  and  knew  the  country. 
He  faw  things  near,  and  he  faw  them  with  re- 
fleftion  ;  to  be  convinced  of  this  we  need  only  read 
him.  The  judgement  of  an  hiftorian  like  him  mult 
embarrafs  the  defenders  of  Jovian. 

When  Sapor  thought  he  had  fubdued  the  Ro- 
mans by  famine,  he  threw  off  the  mafic,  and, 
ing  with  authority,  he  declared,  firft,  that 
he  infilled  on  their  reftoring  to  him,  for  fo  he  ex- 
preffed himfelf,  the  five  provinces  beyond  the 
Tigris  *,  formerly  conquered  by  the  Emperor 

*  Moft  of  thefe  provinces  were  on  this  fide  the  Tigris 
with  regard  to  the  Romans.  In  calling  them  "  beyond  the 
"  Tigris"  they  conformed  to  the  language  of  the  Perfians, 
whom  they  were  on  the  other  fide  of  that  river  As  to  the 
particular  names  of  the  provinces,  they  are  not  the  fame 
in  all  authors.  B. 

T  4  Maximian- 
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Msximian-Ga'erius  from  King  Narfeus,  his  grand- 
father; viz.  Arzanenia,  I\loxocinia,  Zabdicenia, 
Rehimenia,  and  Corduennc.  Secondly,  that  befides 
thefe,  there  fhould  be  ceded  to  him  fifteen  caftles, 
the  city  of  Niilbis,  that  of  Singara  in  Mefopo- 
tatnia,  and  another  important  place  called  the  Caftle 
of  the  Moors  (Cajlra  Mauroruni).  Thirdly,  that 
they  would  engage  to  interfere  no  more  in  the 
affairs  of  Armenia,  and  even  refule  king  Arfaces 
the  aflidimce  which  he  might  demand  again  ft  the 
Per  funs. 

"  It  would  have  been  a  thoufand  times  better," 
fays.  Ammianus,  "  to  have  tried  the  chance  of 
"  arms  than  to  h .-ive  accepted  any  one  of  thefe 
te  conditions."  In  facr,  under  pretence  of  a  reili- 
tution,  which  ise  not  honourable  but  when  it  is 
voluntary,  to  cede  five  provinces,  annexed  to  the 
empire  for  about  fevcnty  years,  was  to  pay  a 
ranfom  the  more  humiliating  as  there  were  added 
to  it  almoft  all  Mefopotamia,  and  even  Nifibis, 
which  had  been  poiTeffed  by  the  Romans  ever  fmce 
the  wars  of  Mitbridates;  Nifibis,  the  bulwark  of 
the  Eaft,  and  the  rock  which  wrecked  the  pride  of 


Sapor  *, 


By 


*  He  acquired,  by  n  Tingle  article,  the  impiv^-ii :b!e  ciry 
of  Nilibis,  which  h;;d  un;  niied,  in  three  i uc.i'luc  lic^cs, 
the  effort  of  his  aj  .  GIBBON. 

Tiic  treaty  of  Duri  is  recorded  wirh  tjri-.'f,  or  indig- 
nation, by  Amuii;imis  (xxv.  7.)  5  '  !  --Jrat.  Parent. 
c  142.  p  364.);  Z  in.  p.  190,  191.)  5  Gregoiy 
Naziauzea  (Orat,  iv.  p.  117,  118.  v.ho  ia;pwtes  the  diiheis 

to 
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By  binding  his  hands  with  regard  to  Armenia, 
Jovian  furrendered  at  difcretion,  to  a  revengeful, 
perfidious,  and  cruel  prince,  Arfaces  *,  the  faith- 
ful ally  of  the  Romans,  to  whom  he  was  connected 
by  the  neareft  and  mod  honourable  ties,  as  Con- 
flantius  had  made  him  efpoufe  Olympias,  Daughter 
of  the  Prefect  Ablaviusy  who  had  been  contracted 
to  his  brother  the  Emperor  Conflans.  Sapor  was  the 
declared  enemy  of  the  Chriftians;  and,  what  mull 
perfonally  affect  Jovian,  Arfaces,  by  his  attachment 
to  Chriftianity,  had  merited,  like  Jovian  himfelf,  dii- 
grace  from  Julian.  King  Arfaces  had  been  eflentialiy 
ferviceable  to  the  empire.  He  had  juft  ravaged 
the  provinces  of  Periia  bordering  on  Armenia. 
That  was  his  crime  in  the  fight  of  Sapor,  and  the 
fecret  reaibn,  but  eafy  to  be  guefied,  for  which 
he  required  them  to  refufe  him  affiftance. 

Thefe  confiderations  cuuld  not  efcape  Jovian  ; 
but  he  was  befieged  by  a  crowd  of  flatterers,  who 

to  Julian,  the  deliverance  to  Jovian)  ;  and  Eutropius  (x. 
17.)  The  laft-nientioned  writer,  who  was  prefent  in  a  mili- 
tary flation,  ityles  this  peace  neccjj&riam  <iu'ulem,fed  ignolilejn* 

Ibid. 

*  See  p.  1 86.  The  unfufpicjous  Tiranus  wai  per- 
fuacled  by  the  repeated  aflurances  of  infidious  friendfhip 
to  deliver  his  perlbn  into  the  hands  of  a  faithlefs  and 
cruel  enemy.  In  the  midft  of  a  iplendid  entertainment,  he 
was  bound  in  chains  of  filver,  as  an  honour  due  to  the 
blood  of  the  ArJacides ;  and.  after  a  fiiort  confinement  in 
the  Tower  of  oblivion  at  Ecbafana,  he  was  releafed  from 
the  miieries  of  life,  either  by  his  own  dagger,  or  by  that 
of  an  aflaffin.  The  kingdom  of  Armenia  was  reduced  to 
the  flate  of  a  Perfian  province.  Rid. 

inceilantly 
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inceffantly  reprcfented  to  him  Procopius  as  an 
enem}f  more  dangerous  than  Sapor  *.  .  .  His  fear 
of  Procopius  was  well  grounded  j  and  it  may  be 
faid  chat  his  revolt  -f  juftified  it  two  years  after,  if, 
neverthelefs,  this  fear  iifelf  did  not  occafion  his 
revolt.  Befides,  there  is  the  greateft  probability, 
that  the  irreparable  lofs  of  four  days,  imprudently 
confumed  in  inactivity,  had  rendered  the  army 
utterly  incapable  of  fighting,  and  reduced  Jovian 
to  the  indifpenfible  necefTity  of  accepting  the  peace. 
Thus  the  treaty  was  perhaps  lefs  the  work  of  his 
timiJ  policy  than  of  his  inability. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  to  the  difgrace  of  the  Roman 
name,  this  prince  received  the  law  from  Sapor,  and 
agreed  to  all  the  articles  propofed.  All  that  he 
obtained,  and  that  with  difficulty,  was,  that  the 
garrifons  of  the  places  ceded  as  well  as  the 
inhabitants  of  Nifibis  and  Singara,  fhould  retire 
into  the  territories  of  the  Romans.  Arfaces  was 
included  in  the  treaty,  of  which  he  did  not  fail 
tabe  foon  after  made  the  viftim.  On  both  iides  a 
peace,  or  rather  a  truce,  of- thirty  years  was  fworn, 
and  in  the  mean  time  hoftages  J  were  given  for  the 
performance  of  the  ticaty." 

*  La  Bleterie  has  exprefied,  in  a  long  direft  oration, 
theA.  fpecious  conlideratious  of  public  and  private  intereft. 

GIBBON. 

This  harangue  being  imaginary,  I  have  omitted  it. 
•f  For  an  accouat  of  his  revolt  and  death,  fee  p.  221. 


note 


j  Rerr.ora,    Victor,  and   Bellovxdius,  triune",   on    the 

I'-p-i 
MI  AN  us. 

Hufinus 


ptirt  of  the  Romans ;  and  Binefes,  with  three  other  iatr 
on  that  of  the  Periians.  AM  MI  AN  us. 
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Rufinus  and  Theodoret,  deceived  by  probability, 
pretend  that  Sapor  furnifhed  the  Romans  with  pro- 
vifions  *.     Nothing  was  more  natural ;  but  with- 
out doubt,  the  Perfians  had  no  magazines,  and  fub- 
fifted  themfelves   with  difficulty  in   an  exhaufted 
country.     At  leaft,  it  is  certain  that  the  Romans 
gained  by  that  difgraceful  peace  not  even  the  per- 
miflion  to  deviate  from  the  banks  of.  the  Tigris  -f-, 
where  the  roads  were  rough  and  craggy,  in  order 
to  crofs  the  country   to  the  place  where  they  in- 
tended to  pals  that  river.     Thither  they  proceeded 
by  long  marches,  continually  tormented  by  famine, 
to  which  was  alfo  added  want  of  water.     Many, 
collecting  their  expiring  ftrength,  withdrew  from 

*  Such  a  fart  is  probable,  but  undoubtedly  falfe.     Sc« 
Tillemont,  Hlft.  des  Empcreurs,  torn.  iv.p.  702.      GIBBON. 
-f-  In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fame  river,  at  no  very 
confiderable  diilance   from   the  fatal  itation  of  Dura,  the 
ten  thoufand  Greeks,   without  generals,  or  guides,  or  pro- 
vifions,  were  abandoned,  above  1200  miles  from  their  na- 
tive country,  to  the  refentment  of  a  viftprious   monarch. 
The  difference  of.  their  conduct  and  fucccfs  depended  much 
more  on  their  character  than  on  their  lituation.     In  (lead  of 
tanielf  refigning  themfelves  to  the  fecret  deliberations  and 
private  views  of  a  fingle  perfon,  the  united  councils  of  the 
Greeks   were    infpired  by   the  generous   enthufiafm  of   a 
popular  affembly  ;  where  the  mind  of  each  citizen   is  filled 
\fith    the  love   of  glory,  the   pride  of  freedom,    and  the 
contempt  of  death.     Confcious  of  their  Inferiority  over 
the  Barbarians  in  arms  and  difcipline,  they   difdaiaed  to 
yield,  they  refufed  to  capitulate  ;  every  obftacle  was  fur- 
mounted  by  their  patience,  courage,  and  military  Ikill ;  and 
the  memorable  retreat  of  the  ten  rhoufand  expofed  and  in- 
1  ulted  the  weaknefs  of  the  Ferfian  monarchy.         GIBBON. 
$ee  p.  256.  note  *, 

the 
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the  body  of  the  army,  and  endeavoured  to  fwirn 
crofs  the  Tigris.  Moll  of  them  perifhed  ;  the  reft 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Perfians  and  Saracens 
ported  on  the  other  fhore.  Thefe  Barbarians,  5n- 
cenled  by  the  maffacre  of  their  companions  whom 
the  Gauls  and  Germans  had  fla*ughtered,  put  to 
death  all  who  efcaped  the  waters,  or  if  they  fpared 
fome  of  them,  it  was  only  to  fell  them,  and  fend 
them  to  fuch  a  diftance  that  the  Romans  could 
never  reclaim  them. 

When  the  Emperor  and  the  army  were  arrived 
at  the  place  of  paflage,  which  no  author,  not  even 
Ammianus,  has  taken  care  to  point  out  to  us,  after 
fome  flight  preparations,  the  trumpet  gave  the 
fignal.  It  is  impoffible  to  exprefs  with  what  pre- 
cipitation every  one,  caring  only  for  himfelf, 
haftened  to  outrun  his,  companions,  and  braved 
danger,  to  efcape,  as  foon  as  poffible,  from  that 
fatal  country.  Some  on  bad  hurdles,  by  way  of 
rafts,  drew  after  them  their  horfes  fwimming ; 
others  were  carried  i  !  rs ;  all  availed  them- 

feives  of  what  was  offered  them  by  chance,  or  of 
what  neceffity,  ever  fruitful  in  expedients,  made 
them  contrive.  Twelve  fmall  fiat  boats,  the  re- 
mains of  the  fleet  of  Julian,  fervcd  to  tranfport 
the  Emperor,  with  the  principal  officers,  and  made, 
by  his  order,  as  many  voyages  were  neceflary  to 
complete  the  tranfport:;  rion.  "  Thus,"  fays  Ammi- 
anus, "  by  the  divine  goodncfs,  v?e  all  palled 

"  fafely, 
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"  fafely,  excepting  fome  who  had  the  misfortune 
**  to  be  drowned." 

Immediately  after,  advice  was  received  that  the 
Perfians,  out  of  the  light  of  the  Romans,  were 
conftru&ing  a  bridge,  no  doubt  that  they  might 
intercept  the  ftragglers  and  the  baggage  ;  but  fee- 
ing themfelves  difcovered,  they  did  not  dare  to 
execute  their  perfidious  defign.  Thus  the  Per- 
fians, it  appears,  had  materials  for  a  bridge.  Why 
then  did  not  Jovian  intift,  as  a  preliminary,  that 
they  Ihould  facilitate  his  paffage  ?  Sapor  was  too 
great  a  gainer  by  the  treaty  to  have  made  a  difficulty 
of  a  condition  which  he  could  with  eafe  perform. 
This  feems  worth  remarking,  as  another  proof  of 
the  inability  of  Jovian. 

The  Roman  army,  continuing  .its  march  with 
extreme  diligence,  encamped  fome  leagues  from 
the  Tigris,  near  the  town  of  Hatra  *,  fituated  on 
a  hill  in  the  midft  of  a  vaft  defert,  formerly  in- 
habited by  the  Scenites  Arabians  :  it  had  been 
reckoned  impregnable,  but  had  now  been  long 
abandoned.  Perhaps  the  Romans,  when  they  faw 
Hatra,  confoled  themfelves  a  little  on  their  dif- 
grace,  by  recollefting  that  which  had  befallen, 
under  the  ramparts  of  that  place,  the  two  greateil 

*  So  called  by  Ammianus,  by  Dio,  (lib.  ult.}  To,  Alp, 
ar,'l  by  M.  de  la  Bleterie,  Atra. 

M.  d'Anvilie  (fee  his  maps,  and  FEupbratc  et  le  Tigrft 
pp.  92,  93.)  traces  their  march,  and  ailigns  the  true  po- 
lition  of  Hatra,  Ur,  and  Thilfaphata,  which  Ammianus 
has  mentioned.  GIBBON. 
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generals  that  had  filled  the  throne  of  the  Csefars. 
Trajan  had  made  the  taking  it  a  point  of  honour, 
but  nature  abfolutely  armed  againft   him,  in  de- 
fence of  the  befiegcd  •,  and  what  may  be  contxlered 
as  a  prodigy  of  another  kind,  Severus,  who,  after 
having  raifed  the  fiege,  attacked  it  a  fecond  time, 
called  back   his   foldiers  very   unadvifedly,    when 
they  were  jufl  ready  to  ftorm  the  place,  and  when 
he  ordered  them  to  return  to  the  affault,  he  coufd 
never  make  himfelf  obeyed.     This  prince,  as  well 
as  Trajan,  thought  he  (liould  have  perimed  before 
that    town   with  all    his   army.     Artaxerxes,    the 
founder  of  the  fecond  monarchy  of  the   Perhans, 
was  not  more  fuccefsful,  and  Providence  *  feeme'd 
conftantly  to  declare  in  favour  of  Hatra.     How- 
ever, the  frequent  attacks  of  the  Romans,  and  the 
danger  to  which  the  town  was  expofed,  efpecially 
in  the  laft  fiege,  might  make  the  Sccnites  Arabians 
think,  that  the  liberty,  of  which  they  were  always 
fo  jealous,  and  which  they  (till  preferve,  was  lefs 
endangered  in  their  tents  than  under  the  (belter  of 
the  ftrongeft  walls.     They  abandoned  Hatra    We 
no  where  read  that  it  was  taken,  and  yet  it  had 
been  long  deferted  when  Jovian  arrived  there.    The 
Romans  were  now  informed,  that  they  had  a  plain 

*  In  this  Dr.  Delany,  a  learned  Englifh  divine,  thinks  he 
difcovers  the  marks  of  the  vilible  protection  of  God  to  the 
defcendants  of  Iflmiael,  agreeably  to  the  promifes  made 
to  Hagar  and  Abraham,  Gen.  xvi.  and  xvii.  See  the 
work,  entitled',  Revelation  examined  with  Candour 'f  vol.  II. 
diflert.  IV.  B. 

Of 
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of  thirty  leagues  to  traverfe,  where  nothing  was 
to  be  found  but  wormwood  and  fuch  kind  of  herbs, 
with  a  little  putrid  and  bracktfh  water.  They  pro- 
Tided  therefore  fome  frefti  water,  and  killed  forne 
of  the  camels  and  other  beads  of  burden,  whole 
unwholefome  flelh  prolonged  their  lives  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  health. 

In  about  fix  days  march  they  met,  near  the  cattle  „ 
ef  Ur,  a  place  dependent  on  the  Perfians,  a  con- 
voy of  fome  provifions,  which  Jovian,  immediately 
after  his  ele&ion,  had  fent  the  tribune  Mauricius 
to  feek  in  Mefopotamia.  This  weak  fupply,  the 
fruit  of  the  oeconomy  of  the  two  generals  Proco- 
pius  and  Sebaflian,  enabled  the  Emperor  to  recover 
breath,  and  to  take  meafures  to  make  himfelf 
acknowledged  through  the  whole  empire.  He 
might  even  confider  this  affiftance  as  an  aft  of  obe_ 
dience  on  the  part  of  Procopius  and  his  eollegue, 
whofe  fubmiflion  neceflarily  drew  after  it  that  of 
the  Eaftern  provinces.  But  who  could  infure  to 
him  the  Weft,  till  lllyricum  and  Gaul  had  acknow- 
ledged him  ?  The  troops  of  Illyricuai  and  Gaul 
had  often  difpofed  of  the  purple,  and  occafioned 
great  revolutions.  They  were  indeed  lefs  formid- 
able fince  the  time  of  Conftantine.  That  prince, 
more  on  his  guard  againft  civil  wars  than  againft 
the  invafions  of  the  Barbarians,  had,  by  good  or 
bad  policy,  weakened  the  authority  of  the  generals 
by  dividing  it.  He  had  alfo  difperfed  in  the  inner 
part  of  the  provinces  the  legions  long  (lationed  on 

the 
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.  the  frontiers,  where  the  proximity  of  their  quar- 
ters placed  them  within  the  reach  of  keeping  up 
correfpondences,  of  fecretly  forming  and  fuddenly 
executing  confpiracies.  Neverthelefs,  in  fpite  of 
thefe  precautions,  the  recent  examples  of  Vetranio  * 
in  Illyricum,  and  of  Magnentius  f  and  Julian  in 
Gaul,  did  not  allow  a  doubt  that  the  legions  might 
again  make  Emperors  there  ;  and  the  diftance  mufl 
increafe  the  uneafinefs  of  Jovian. 

He  difpatched  therefore,  with  the  neceflary 
orders  to  fecure  to  him  thofe  important  provinces 
two  confidential  men,  Procopius,  fecretary  of  flare, 
who  muft  be  diftinguifhed  from  the  relation  of 
Julian,  and  Memoridus,  a  tribune.  The  whole 
family  of.  Jovian  was  in  Illyricum;  his  wife,  his 
fon  yet  in  the  cradle,  Count  Varronian  his  father, 
and  his  father-in-law  Count  Lucillian.  Both,  after 
having  quitted  the  fervice,  enjoyed  the  repofe  of  a 
quiet  life.  But  the  infirmities  of  age  without  doubt 
rendered  Varronian  incapable  of  acling,  as  the 
orders  of  the  Emperor  were  addreffed  to  Count 
Luciilian.  The  mefiengers  carried  him  the  com- 

*  Vetranio,  an  aged  general,  beloved  for  the  fimplicity 
of  his  manners,  who  had  long  governed  the  martial  coun- 
tries of  Illyricum,  aflumed  the  purple  in  350.  But  Con- 
ftantius,  having  feduced  his  troops,  and  undermined  his 
throne,  at  an  interview  with  the  ufurper,  appointed  at  Sar- 
dica,  by  the  defection  of  his  followers,  Vetranio  was  de- 
pofed  and  baniflied  to  Prufa,  where  he  lived  fix  years  in  the 
enjoyment  of  eafe  and  affluence.  Abridged  from  GIBBON'. 

t  For  an  account  of  the  ufurpation  of  Magnentius,  fee 
Vol.  I.  p.  175.  note  *. 
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miffion    of  mafter-general  of  the  horfe  and  foot  *. 
Thus  inverted  with  two  employments  which  were 
ufually  feparated,  he  was  to  take  with  him  fome 
officers  of  merit  and  known  fidelity,  whofe  names 
were  mentioned  in  a  private  difpatch,  and  to  repair 
immediately  to  Milan,  from  thence  to  watch  over 
the  remainder  ot  the  Weft,  and  to  refoit,  in  cafe 
of  commotions,  where-ever  the  exigence  of  affairs 
might  require  his  prefence.     The  Emperor  took 
from  Jovinus  the  command  of  the  troops  in  Gaul, 
and  conferred  it  on  Malarich,  by  nation  a  Frank, 
long  attached  to  the  fervice  of  the  Romans.    Thus 
he  freed  himfelf  of  a  man  whofe  fuperior  talents 
rendered  his  fidelity  fufpefted,  and  put  in  his  place 
a  foreigner,  who,  not  being  able  to  have  any  pre- 
tenfions  to  the  empire,  would  always  confider  the 
good  fortune  of  his  benefaftor  as  the  foundation  of 
his  own,  and  would  confine  his  ambition  to  ferving 
him  well.      The  meiTengers   had  alfo   orders   to 
announce  on  their  journey  the  death  of  Julian  and 
the  e'eftion  of  his  fucceifor,  to  convey  to  the  go- 
vernors of  the  provinces  the  letters  of  Jovian,  and 
to  publiih  every  where  that  he  had  terminated  the 
war  by  an  advantageous  peace.     They   travelled 
night  and  day,  without  flopping  j  but,  more  expe- 
ditious   and   more  fincere  than    they,  Fame  out- 
flripped  them,  and  declared  the  truth. 

*  In  M.  de  la  Bleteric,  le  brevet  de  general'. jjime  de  Finfan- 
terle  et  dt  la  cavalerie:  in  the  original  of  Ainmianus,  ma- 
gijierii  eqiiitum  et  peditvm  codicillis.  For  obvious  reafous  I 
prefer  the  latter. 

VOL,  II,  U  Jovian 
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Jovian  wrote,  without  doubt,  at  the  fame  time 
to  the  fenate  of  New  Rome,  and  efpecially  to  that 
of  the  Old,  which  flill  retained  fome  kind  of  pre- 
eminence, praying  them,  at  leaft  for  form-fake, 
to  confirm  what  the  army  had  done  in  his  favour. 
It  was  at  that  time  probably,  that  he  nominated 
himfelf  conful  for  the  enfuing  year,  with  his  father 
Count  Varronian,  who  had  learned,  in  a  dream, 
if  we  credit  Ammianus,  that  he  fhould  be  ap- 
pointed to  the  conlulfhip,  but  who  certainly  knew 
not  that  death  would  prevent  his  taking  pofleffion 
of  that  high  dignity  *. 

If  the  Pagans  of  the  army  had  been  fenfibly 
affected  by  the  lofs  of  Julian,  it  was  no  lefs  dif- 
ueffing  to  the  others,  of  whom  there  were  fuch  num- 
bers throughout  the  empire  ;  and,  without  doubt, 
the  latter,  not  being  conrtrained  by  the  prefence 
of  their  new  prince,  abandoned  them/elves  to  their 
grief  with  more  freedom.  "  This  intelligence," 
fays  Li  ban  5  us,  "  was  a  ftroke  that  pierced  me  to 
*'  the  heart.  I  cafl  my  eyes  on  a  fvvord,  and  wifhed 
"  to  rid  myfelf  of  a  life  that  would  henceforth  be 
"  more  cruel  to  me  than  death.  But  I  recollefted 
"  the  prohibition  of  Plato,  and  the  punilhments  re- 
41  fcrved  in  hell  for  thofe  who  difpofe  of  themielves 

*  Covmt  Varronian  thus  dying  foon  after  he  had  heard 
of  his  ion's  good  fortune,  and  before  he  had  leen  him, 
Jovian  declared  his  infant-ion  Varronian  conful  with  him- 
felf, in  the  room  of  his  grandfather;  "  becaufe,"  adds 
Ammianus,  "  the  old  man  waa  foretold  in  his  fleep  that 
"  the  higheft  magifrracy  /liould  be  borne  by  that  name." 

41  without 


HISTORY  OF  JOVIAN.  291 

"  without  waiting  for  the  command  of  God.  Be- 
"  fides,  I  reflected  that  I  owed  that  hero  a  funeral 
"  oration  *." 

Libanius  acquitted  himfelf  of  that  duty  by  con- 
fecrating  to  the  memory  of  Julian  two  difcourfes, 
which  have  been  tranfmitted  to  us.  The  firft  -f-, 
which  feems  to  have  been  compofed  immediately, 
is  only  a  very  ftiort  and  yet  iufficiently  tedious  la- 
mentation, with  more  wit  than  fentiment,  and  more 
pedantry  than  wit.  The  fecond  J  is  an  hiftorical 
elogium,  laboured  at  Icifure,  in  which  the  orator 
follows  Julian  flep  by  ftep,  and  always  fhews  the 
bright  fide  of  him.  This  piece,  perhaps  the  bed 
of  his  works,  and  worthy,  almoft  in  every  refpeft, 
of  the  pureft  antiquity,  makes,  on  the  whole,  a  re- 
markable contraft  to  the  eloquent  difcourfe  of  St. 
Gregory  of  Nazianzus  §, 

At  Carrhae  in  Mefopotamia,  a  city  entirely  de- 
voted to  Paganifm,  the  meflenger  who  brought 
the  firft  account  of  the  death  of  Julian,  was  near 

*  Df  vita  fua* 

\  I«x»ayo<,  T)  E7r»T«^»o5  nr»  ra  la?.»«>*.  ("  A  funeral  ora- 
M  tion  on  Julian.")  This  difcourfe  was  published  imper. 
fetfly  by  Morell ;  but  more  corredly,  with  Latin  tranflation, 
of  Olenrius,  by  Fabricius,  Bibl.  Grxc.  Vol.  VII.  p.  223. 

J  YTS§  T«  iaXi*va  Tipufw,*;.  ("  On  revenging  Julian.") 
Spoken  before  the  Emperor Theodolius,  3/9,  firft  publifhed 
by  Olcarius,  1701,  and  afterwards,  with  his  traniiation  and 
notes,  by  Fabricius.  See  p.  224.  nrte  J. 

§  Though  in  the  editions  of  this  Father  the  work  is  di- 
vided into  two.  it  is,  however,  only  one  and  the  fame 
difcoude,  as  is  proved  by  the  judicious  writer  who  hr.s 
given  a  French  tranilation  of  it,  printed  at  Lyons,  in  1735, 
a  tranflation  much  Id's  known  thyi  i;  d^ferves-  to  be.  '  B, 

U   2  being 
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being  ftoned  to  death,  and  really  was  fo,  according 
to  Zofimus.  Such  was  the  defpair  of  the  Pagans. 
They  faw  their  reign  vanifli  like  a  dream,  the  flat- 
tering hopes  which  they  had  conceived  from  the 
youth  and  zeal  of  Julian  pafs  away  in  fmoke,  HeK 
lenifm  ready  to  be  buried  in  the  tomb  of  its  re- 
florer,  and  the  Chriilian  religion  again  invefled 
with  the  purple,  and  more  flrengthened  than  ever, 
at  the  very  time  when,  thinking  it  arrived  at  its 
fatal  period,  they  only  waited  the  return  of  Julian 
to  give  the  laft  blow.  Many  had  perfecuted  it  with- 
out difcretionj  and  had  been  betrayed  into  the 
greateft  exccffes.  What  probability  that  the  moft 
moderate  Chriftian  prince  would  let  crimes,  at 
which  Julian  himfelf  had  been  forced  to  blufti, 
pafs  with  impunity  ! 

On  the  other  fide,  the  Church,  in  the  tranfports 
of  a  fudden  deliverance,  bleffed  by  its.  canticles 
the  God  ever  faithful  to  his  promifes,  whofe  arm 
had  exterminated  the  new  Sennacherib*  But  the 
Chridians,  it  muft  be  owned,  did  not  all  confine 
themfelves  to  the  legitimate  fentiments  which  this 
kind  of  refurrection  planted  in  their  hearts.  Inftead 
of  a  Chriftian  joy,  pure  in  its  motives,  humble 
and  modeft  in  its  effects,  mixed  with  companion  for 
a  peddling  enemy,  and  with  fear  at  the  profped: 
of  profperity  ;  many  gave  themfelves  up  to  the 
merely  human  emotions  of  a  proud  and  outrageous 
joy,  and  feemed  already  to  threaten  the  vengeance 
of  a  religion  which  teaches  only  patience  and  for- 

givenefs. 
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givenefs.  Thofe  of  Antioch,  perfonal  enemies  to 
Julian  on  fo  many  accounts,  infulted  at  once  the 
memory  of  the  Pagan,  the  philofopher,  and  the 
author.  In  this  great  city,  fo  voluptuous,  and 
which  thought  itfelf  fo  Chriftian,  there  was  no- 
thing but  public  entertainments,  nothing  but  facred 
and  profane  feftivals.  In  the  churches  and  ora- 
tories of  the  martyrs  were  feen  dances,  and  the 
tumult  of  public  fhews;  and  the  theatres  refounded 
with  religious  exclamations.  There  was  publifhed 
the  vi&ory  of  the  crofs ;  there  was  apoftrophifed, 
though  abfent,  the  philofopher  Maximus,  the 
oracle  and  the  perverter  of  Julian.  "  Foolifh 
"  Maximus,"  they  exclaimed,  "  what  is  become  of 
"  thy  predictions  ?  God  and  his  Chrift  have  con- 
"  quered." 

But  if  the  Church  triumphed,  the  empire  was 
covered  with  difgrace,  and  had  received  a  deep 
wound,  of  which  it  never  recovered.  Thus  the 
tranfports  with  which  the  intereft  of  religion, 
Specially  when  joined  with  animofity,  at  firft  in- 
fpired  the  people,  were  no  fooner  abated,  than  the 
public  rejoicings  gave  place  to  uneafmefs  and 
alarms.  To  inveigh  againft  Julian,  to  impute  the 
calamities  of  the  (late  to  his  apoftacy  and  fenfelefs 
conduft,  publickly  to  expofe  the  (hocking  remains 
of  the  human  viftims  which  he  was  accufed  of 
having  facrificed  in  his  abominable  myfteries,  this 
might  be  a  kind  of  confolation,  but  it  was  not  a 
refource.  Jovian  alone  gained  by  it,  becaufc  he 
U  3  had 
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had  the  advantage  of  fucceeding  a  prince  that  was 
hated,  and  confequently  refponfible,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  multitude  at  leaft,  for  the  firft  faults  of  his 
fucceffor. 

By  the  ceflion  of  the  provinces  beyond  the  Tigris, 
and  of  Nifibis,  Syria  was  going  to  become  almoll 
a  frontier,  and  the  city  of  Amioch  remained  ex- 
pofed,  with  the  reft  of  the  Eaft,  to  the  incurfions 
of  the  Barbarians.     Whoever  had  {till  a  Roman 
heart  muft  confider,  that   for   the  fpace  of  about 
eleven  centuries,  neither  the  annals  of  the  republic, 
nor  thofe  of  the  monarchy,  furnifhed  an  example 
of  an  event  fo  grievous,  fo  ignominious,  all  things 
confidered,  as   the  treaty  of   Jovian ;  that  if,    in 
former  times,  fome  generals  had  fubfcribed  to  dif- 
honourable    conditions,    the    fupreme    authority, 
which  then   refided   in   the  people,  by  declaring 
thofe  treaties  null,  had  made  all  their  infamy  fall 
on  their  authors ;  that  the  majefty  of  the  empire, 
afier   it   was    concentered     in    a    monarch,    had 
been  no  doubt  deeply  humiliated  by  the  captivity 
pf  Valerian,  who  hud   grown  old  in  the  chains  of 
another  Sapor ;  but  that  this  majefly  had  degraded 
and  annihilated  itfclf  in  the  pcrfon  of  Jovian,  who 
had    forfakcn   the   fundamental  principle   of  the 
policy  of  the  Romans,  who   yielded  nothing   by 
force,  nor  were  ever  more  haughty,  or  more  in- 
tnftable,  than    when  they  feemed    crufhed ;  that 
this  precious  maxim,  efcaped   from   the  wreck  of 
fche  republic  and  of  ancient  manners,  had  fuppor.ted 

to 
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to  the  prefent  day  the  empire  which  it  had  formed; 
but  when  that  was  once  abandoned,  the  Emperors 
would  in  future  be  feen  fucceffivcly  to  cede  the 
provinces,  to  difmember-  the  ftate,  under  a  pre- 
tence of  faviog  it ;  in  fhort,  that  it  was  eafy  to 
forefee  the  fall  and  total  ruin  of  that  vail  body. 

Without  extending  their  views  fo  far,  the  in- 
habitants of  Nifibis,  fufficiently  occupied  with 
their  own  calamity.,  trembled  to  fee  themfelves  at 
the  mercy  of  Sapor,  and  of  Sapor  provoked.  They 
retained,  neverthelefs,  fome  hopes  founded  on  the 
importance  of  their  fortrefs,  their  pad  fidelity,  and 
their  recent  fervices.  They  could  not  believe  that 
Jovian  would  deliver  them  to  Barbarians ;  and 
they  flattered  themfelves,  that  if,  from  a  regard  to 
his  oaths,  he  did  not  dare  direftly  to  infringe  the 
treaty,  fenfible  at  leafl  of  the  juftice  of  their  re- 
monftrances,  he  would  not  deprive  them  of  the 
liberty  of  defending  themfelves  againft  an  enemy, 
whom  they  had  already  fo  often  repulfed. 

The  army,  however,  after  having  confumed  the 
little  provifions  that  it  had  received,  again  endured 
fo  ftrange  a  famine,  that  they  were  on  the  eve  of 
eating  human  flefh.  If  a  bufliel  of  corn  was 
found  by  chance,  "  which  happeaed,"  Ammianns 
fays,  "  but  feldom,"  it  was  fold  for  at  leaft  thirteen 
pieces  of  gold.  By  degrees,  as  the  horfes  were 
killed,  the  arms  and  baggage  were  abandoned  ; 
fo  that  there  is  perhaps  lefs  exaggeration  than  ma- 
lignity in  the  pi&ure  which  Libaniu*  chaws  of  the 
U  4  ftate 
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ftate  pf  the  troops  at  their  return :  "  Our  foldiers/' 
fays  he,  "  returned  without  arms,  without  cloaths- 
"  They  afked  alms,  being  as  naked,  for  the  mod 
"  part,  as  people  who  efcape  from  fhipwreck. 
ff  If  any  one  retained  half  his  buckler,  a  third 
"  part  of  his  fpear,  or  even  one  of  his  boots,  which 
u  he  carried  on  his  (houlder,  he  confidered  himfelf 
tl  as  a  hero.  All  thought  themfelves  fufficiently 
"  juftified,  by  faying,  that  Julian  was  dead,  and 
"  that  it  was  not  furprifing  that  the  Romans  (hould 
"  appear  in  the  deplorable  (late  in  which  the  Per- 
"  fians  would  have  been,  if  that  conqueror  had 
"  lived." 

It  is  fuppofed,  that  the  army  re-entered  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  empire  at  a  place  named  Thifal- 
phata.  It  was  there,  at  leaft,  that  Procopius  and 
Sebadian,  with  the  officers  of  the  troops  of  Me- 
fopotamia,  came  to  pay  their  duty  to  the  Emperor, 
\vho  received  them  gracioufly.  Jovian  foon  re- 
paired to  the  gates  of  Nifibis,  and  encamped  under 
the  walls,  without  listening  to  the  prayers  of  the 
inhabitants,  who  conjured  him,  with  reiterated  in- 
treaties,  to  lodge  in  the  palace,  like  his  prede- 
ceiTors.  He  was  afraid  to  fhew  himfelf,  and  was 
itill  more  afraid,  no  doubt,  to  confine  himfelf  in  a 
Roman  colony,  of  which  he  had  put  the  Barbarians 
in  poiTeffion. 

That  very  evening  he  committed  an  aft  of  de- 
fpotifm  more  fuitable  to  the  fufpicious  charafter 
with  which  he  is  reproached,  than  to  the  delicacy 
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of  confcience  on  which  he  piqued  himfelf.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  night,  on  his  riling  from  table, 
an  officer,  who  had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  the 
jail  war  at  the  taking  of  Maogamalcha  *',  was  put 
to  death.  He  was  dragged  out,  and  thrown  into  a  dry 
well,  where  (tones  were  heaped  over  him.  He  was. 
named  Jovianus,  like  the  Emperor,  and  had  had 
fome  votes  to  fucceed  Julian.  To  remain  a  fub- 
jeft,  after  having  appeared  worthy  to  reign,  is  a 
luuation  fo  delicate,  that  the  greateft  circum- 
fpeftion  is  fcarce  fufficient  to  ward  its  dangers.  Of 
this  Jovianus  was  not  aware.  Ambition  or  vanity 
made  him  utter  fome  exprefiions  the  more  fufpicious 
as  he  occafionally  invited  fome  officers  to  his  table; 
and  "  to  this,"  fays  Ammiaaus,  "  his  deftruction 
"  was  certainly  owing."  The  tragical  end  of  this 
unfortunate  man,  who  fcems  to  have  been  more 
imprudent  than  culpable,  is  related  by  none  of  the 
modern  writers  who  mention  Jovian  f.  I  queflion 
whether  they  would  have  omitted  a  fimilar  paffage 
in  the  hiflory  of  his  predeceffbr. 
•  On  the  next  day  Binefes,  a  lord  of  the  Perfian 
court,  who  attended  Jovian,  to  ferve  as  an  hoflage, 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  urge  the  execution  of  the 

*  Whilft  the  Barbarians  defended  themfelves,  tinging, 
according  to  their  cuitom,  the  praifes  of  their  king,  and 
braving  the  Emperor,  laying,  he  might  fooner  fcale  the 
walls  of  heaven  than  take  ^laogamalcha,  the  legions  en- 
tering by  the  mouth  of  the  mine,  furprifed  them,  maffacrcd 
them,  and  threw  down  the  ramparts.  •  B. 

f  A  fubfequent  biftorian,  Mr.  Gibbon,  ironically  ftyles 
it  «*  a  royal  acV' 

treaty 
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treaty  of  peace,  efcorted,  no  doubt,  by  a  guard 
which  the  Emperor  gave  him,  entered  Nifibis,  and 
difplayed  on  the  citadel  the  ftandard  of  the  Great 
King.  The  fight  of  this  fatal  flag,  and  the  order 
which  the  inhabitants  received  to  retire  fomewhere 
elfe,  threw  them  into  the  utmoft  confirmation. 
At  firft  they  had  imagined,  that  Jovian  had  en- 
gaged to  deliver  up  the  city  with  all  its  inhabi- 
tants. One  would  think  therefore  that  it  muft 
have  been  fome  abatement  of  their  grief  to  learn 
that  their  perfons  would  not  fall  into  the  hands  of 
Sapor.  But  befides  their  not  being  able,  as  I  have 
faid,  to  perfuade  themfelves  entirely  that  this  en- 
gagement would  take  place,  the  banifhmem,  to 
which  they  faw  themfelves  condemned,  appeared 
to  them^as  terrible  as  flavery.  Several  perhaps 
would  even  rather  have  chofen  to  live  flaves  in  the 
bofom  of  their  country,  that  is,  fubjefb  of  the 
kings  of  Perfia,  than  to  preferve  in  exile,  in  po- 
verty, in  the  miferies  of  a  new  eftablifhment,  a 
chimerical  liberty  under  the  Roman  Emperors, 
princes  as  abfolute  in  fact  *  as  thofe  who  bore  the 
fceptre  of  Arfaces  and  Artaxerxes  pretended  to  be 
by  right. 

It  is  very  ufual  with  hidorians,  when  they  re- 
late the  ruin  of  ii!u(hious  cities,  to  recount  in  few 
words  their  origin  and  the  principal  events  which 
rendered  them  diftinguifhed.  May  I  therefore  be 
allowed  to  fry  fomething  here  of  the  famous  Nifibis, 

*  "vVirn.tfs  the  inftance  nift  related. 
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as  the  Romans  then  loft  it  for  ever,  and  as  it  in  a 
a  manner  even  perifhed  itfelf  by  the  total  tranfmi- 
gration  of  its  citizens?  Nifibis,  if  we  may  credit 
the   oriental  hiftorians,  is  the  fifter  and  contem- 
porary of  Babylon,  Nimrod  alfo  being  its  founder. 
According  to  fome,  he  gave  it  the  name  of  Chalya  ; 
according  to  others,  that  of  Achad ;  and  it  is,  fay 
thefe,  the  fame  city  of  Accad  which  is  mentioned 
in  Genefis,  among  thofe  of  which  the  fon  of  Cufli 
laid  the  firft   foundations  in  the  land  of  Shinar. 
It  took  afterwards  the  name  of  Nifibis ;  and  if  we 
had  a  right  to  iafifl  on  an  uncertain  etymology  *, 
we  might  conjecture  that  it  was  already,  or  then 
became,  a  place  of  ftrength.   One  of  the  kings  of 
Syria  who  fucceeded  Alexander,  gave  it  the  name 
pf  Antipch  of  Mygdonia,  and  certainly  it  was  fo 
failed,  as  may  be  feen  in  Polybius,  (/.  v.)  in  the 
reign  of  Antiochus,  furnamed  the  Great.     It  was 
fituated   in  the  north  part  of  Mefopotamia,  two 
days  journey  from  the  Tigris,  near  mount  Mafius, 
jn  a  pleafant  and  fruitful  plain,  watered  by  the 
river  Mygdonius,  which  interfered  the  city.     Not- 
withftanding  its  antiquity,  Nifibis  does  not  begin 
to  figure  in  hjftory  till  towards  the  latter  time  of 
the  Roman  republic. 

Tigranes,  king  of  Armenia,  having  taken  it 
from  the  Parthians,  being  himielf  attacked  by 

*  2j»J  figmfies,  it  is  faid,  in  Phoenician,  "  columns, 
"  heaps  of  Itones."  It  means  in  Hebrew,  "  a  monument, 
4t  a  ftatue,"  &c.  but  it  alfo  lignifies  in  the  Bible  "  a  gar- 
*'  riion,  ilationary  foldicrs."  i  Sam.  xiii.  12.  B. 

Lucullus, 
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Luaillus,  there  lodged  his  treafures.  He  thought 
them  fafe  in  a  city  furrounded  by  two  walls  all  of 
brick  *,  of  a  prodigious  thieknefs,  which  a  broad 
and  deep  ditch  fecured  from  being  undermined, 
and  alfo  put  out  of  the  reach  of  machines.  Thus  it 
iiefpifed  Lucullos,  when  he  ventured  to  appear  be- 
fore Nifibis  in  the  depth  of  winter.  But  by  the  fa- 
vour of  this  contempt,  and  of  a  tempefluous  night, 
he  carried  the  place  by  (baling,  fixty-eight  years  be- 
fore the  Chriflian  cera.  After  the  defeat  of  Craffus, 
it  again  became  fubjeft  to  the  kings  of  Armenia. 
Occupied  by  their  civil  wars,  the  Romans  did  not 
think  of  retaking  it ;  and  the  policy  of  Auguflus, 
who  fixed  the  limits  of  the  empire  to  the  banks  of 
the  Euphrates,  was  a  law  to  his  fucceflbrs  till  Tra- 
jan. Thus  for  more  than  a  hundred  and  fifty  years 
the  Romans  faw  without  jealoufy  Nifibis  and  ih 
territory  in  the  hands  of  the  kings  of  Armenia, 
their  vaffals,  or  of  the  kings  of  Adiabena,  vaffa-ls 
of  the  Parthians.  Trajan,  the  mod  warlike  of  the 
Emperors  after  Julius  Cgsfar,  exploded  the  ftate- 
maxim  introduced  by  Auguflus,  and  carried  his 
•victorious  arms  far  beyond  the  Euphrates.  The 
taking  of  Niiibis  was  one  of  the  fir  ft  exploits  on 
that  fide;  but  Hadrian  foon  abandoned  it,  with  the 

*  Nifibis  is  now  reduced  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  houfes ; 
the  marihy  lands  produce  rice,  and  the  fertile  meadows, 
as  far  as  Moful  and  the  Tigris,  are  covered  with  the  ruins 
of  towns  and  villages.  See  Niebuhr,  Voyages,  torn.  ii. 
p.  300 — 309.  GIBBON. 

new 
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ntw  provinces  which  Trajan  had  conquered  in  the 
Eaft. 

Lucius  Verus,  the  brother  and  collegue  of  Mar- 
cus Aurelius,  retook  it ;  and  in  the  time  of  Severus 
befieged  twice,  once  by  the  people  of  Mefopo- 
taraia  revolting  againft  the  Romans,  and  the  other 
time  by  Volagefus  king  of  Parthia,  it  defended 
itfelf  with  fuch  vigour  and  fuccefs,  that  Severus, 
who  firft  firmly  eftablifhed  the  Romans  in  Mefb- 
potamia,  not  contented  with  fortifying  Nifibis,  and 
making  it  the  capital  of  a  particular  province, 
raifed  it  even  to  the  dignity  of  a  colony,  and  made 
it  take  the  name  of  Septimia.  In  the  time  of 
Alexander  the  fon  of  Mammea,  Artaxerxes,  who 
had  juft  dethroned  Artabanes,  the  laft  king  of 
Parthia,  and  reftcred  to  the  Perfian  nation  the 
fceptre  which  (he  had  loft  for  about  555  years, 
endeavoured,  but  ineffectually,  to  make  himfelf 
mailer  of  Nifibis. 

Under  one  of  the  fucceeding  Emperors  it  was 
taken  either  by  the  fame  Aaaxerxes,  or  his  fon 
Sapor  I.  ;  but  by  taking  it  he  only  procured  the 
younger  Gordian  the  honour  of  re-conquering  it. 
Julius-Philip,  the  murderer  and  fuccciTor  of  Go;*- 
dian,  deferved  by  fome  benefactions  to  be  CCJR- 
fidered  as  a  new  founder  of  the  colony,  as  on  a 
medal  which  (he  caufed  to  be  (truck  in  honour  of 
Philip,  (he  took  the  name  of  Julia  with  that  of 
Septimia.  The  captivity  of  Valerian,  and  the 
effeminacy  of  Gallienus  his  unworthy  fon,  ceded 
to  Sapor  I.  moft  of  the  Afiatic  provinces.  I: 
i  was 
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was  neceffary  for  another  Barbarian,  named  Oden- 
athus,  the  chief  of  fome  Saracens,  more  Roman 
than  the  Emperor  himfelf,  to  take  care  of  the  in- 
terefts  of  the  empire ;  and  he  faved  it  in  the  Eaft. 
Nifibis  firft  fubmitted  to  that  prince,  whofe  fer- 
\ices  Gallienus  rewarded  with  the  title  of  Augaftus. 
It  feemed  again  feparated  from  the  empire  in  the 
reign  of  Zenobia,  the  widow  of  Odenathus  ;  but 
it  was  re-united  by  Aurelian.  The  Perfians  having 
made  themfelves  matters  of  it  after  the  death  of 
Carus,  the  terror  of  the  arms  of  Diocletian  forced 
them  to  abandon  it. 

In  fliort,  the  sera  of  the  glory  of  Nifibis,  and 
the  moft  brilliant  parts  of  its  hiftory,  muft  be 
fought  in  the  IVth  century  after  Jefus  Chrift.  In 
the  reign  of  Conftantius,  Sapor  II.  as  has  been 
faid,  was  thrice  foiled  before  its  ramparts.  Of 
thofe  three  fieges,  the  moft  memorable  is  that  of 
the  year  350  *,  defcribed  by  Julian  with  no  lefs 
elegance  than  energy,  in  his  two  firft  orations, 
which  the  orator  has  found  the  fecret  to  render 
interefting  in  a  certain  degree,  though  they  are 
panegyrics,  and  the  panygyrics  of  Conftantius.  To 
give  an  idea  of  that  ficge,  I  will  add,  that  Sapor 
having  learned  that  the  revolt  of  Magnentius,  and 
the  progrcfs  of  that  ufurper,  called  Conftantius  into 
the  Weft,  defirous  of  availing  himfelf  of  that 
junclure,  invaded  Mefopotamia  at  the  head  of  an 

*  The  other  two  fieges  were  in  337,  and  359,  accord- 
ing to  Sp  nheiin.  Mr.  Gibbon,  though  he  refers  to  this 
author,  has  (in  his  margin)  by  fome  miftake,  placed  the 
three  fu/'js  in  338,  346,  and  350. 

innumerable 
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innumerable  army,  and  that,  after  having  taken 
fome  caflles,  he  on  a  fudden  inverted  Nifibis.  At 
firft  he  befieged  it  ia  form  ;  but  neither  the  ram, 
nor  the  mine,  nor  the  tortoife,  having  any  effefl,  he 
turned  the  courfe  of  the  river  Mydonius,  hoping  to 
reduce  the  inhabitants  by  drought.  From  this,  hap- 
pily, the  fprings  and  the  wells  preferved  them.  The 
Great  King  then  conceived  a  defign  worthy  of  Da- 
rius and  Xerxes.  He  furrounded  the  place  with  a 
high  and  flrong  mound,  and  flopped  the  river  below 
it.  The  waters  ebbing  filled  a  bafon  that  was  pre- 
pared for  them,  and  rofe  almofl  as  high  as  the 
rampart,  which  was  not  more  above  their  level  than 
]RTas  neceffary  to  prevent  the  city  from  being 
overflowed.  Sapor  then  equipped  on  this  lake  a 
fleet  of  barks  filled  with  machines  to  batter  and 
fcour  the  walls,  and  with  foldiers  to  affault  them. 
This  new  mode  of  attack  continued  feveral  days 
with  an  amazing  lofs  on  the  fide  of  the  Barbarians, 
and  with  prodigies  of  intrepidity  on  the  fide  of  the 
Romans,  till  a  weak  part  of  the  bank  breaking 
buried  in  the  waters  great  numbers  of  the  befiegers. 
Sapor,  feeing  his  reputation  endangered,  flopped 
the  Mygdonius  above  the  city,  and  difcharged  the 
river  againd  the  walls,  of  which  it  threw  down  a 
hundred  cubits,  152  feet.  Though  he  played  in- 
ceflantly  on  the  breach,  the  inhabitants  raifed  a  new 
wall  fome  paces  from  the  old  one,  with  fuch  expe- 
dition, and  defended  it  with  fuch  vigour,  that  they 
repulfed  all  the  affaults.  The  king,  in  the  violence 

of 
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of  his  paffion,  fliot  an  arrow  into  the  iky  to  revenge 
himfelf,  as  far  he  could,  of  the  deity  himfelf.  But 
he  made  that  impious  prince  ftill  more  fenfible  of 
his  power  by  an  army  of  gnats,  wKofe  flings  fo 
enraged  the  horfes  and  elephants,  that  they  crufhed 
in  pieces  feveral  thoufand  foldiers.  At  length, 
after  lofing  20,000  men,  he  burnt  his  machines, 
and  raifed  the  fiege,  which  had  lafted  more  than 
four  months.  Count  Lucillian,  who  commanded  in 
the  city,  and  St.  James,  its  biihop  *,  divided  the  ho- 
nour of  having  faved  it;  the  former  by  his  courage 
and  military  talents,  the  latter  by  his  fervent 
prayers,  which  he  interrupted  only  to  animate  his 
people  to  fight  for  their  liberty  and  religion  ;  for 
they  all  profeffed  Chriftianity,  of  which  Sapor  was 
the  perfecutor. 

Such  was  the  city  of  Nihbis,  which  the  fon-in- 
hiw  of  JLucillian  ceded  to  the  fame  Sapor.  Thofe, 
\vhcm  he  ordered  to  leave  it  and  give  place  to  Bar- 
bariansj  were  in  general  the  fame,  who,  thirteen 
years  before,  had  fo  well  defended  it.  The  fenate, 
in  a  mournful  iilence,  and  the  people  uttering  la- 
mentable cries,  repaired  to  the  camp  of  the  Em* 
peror,  and,  proflrate  at  his  feet,  faid  to  him  every 
thing  that  grief  and  the  love  of  their  country  fug- 

*  The  miracles  which  Theodorct  (/.  u.  c.  30.)  afcribes 
to  St.  James,  hiftiop  of  Edefia,  were  at  ler.it  performed  in 
a  worthy  caufe,  the  defence  of  his  country.  He  appeared 
on  the -walls  under  the  figure  of  the  Roman  Emperor,  and 
fent  an  army  of  gnats  to  iling  the  trunks  of  the  elephants, 
and  to  difcomfit  the  holt  of  this  ne'.v  Sennacherib.  GIBBON. 
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gefted  to  them  moft  affe&ing.  As  the  whole  an- 
fwer  that  he  oppofed  to  their  fupplications,  to  their 
arguments,  to  their  fighs,  was  the  fanflity  of  an 
oath ;  "  Sire,"  faid  they,  "  if  neceffity  conftrains 
f(  you  to  cede  your  rights  to  Nifibis,  do  not  forbid 
"  us,  at  leaft,  to  fupport  ours,  fword  in  hand, 
"  We  ait  of  you  neither  ftores,  nor  troops,  nor 
"  money.  By  conquering  Sapor  we  are  all  be- 
"  come  foldiers.  Confider  us  as  foreigners.  Aban- 
"  don  us  to  ourfelves,  or  rather  to  Heaven,  the 
"  protector  of  juftice  and  innocence.  That  will 
"  continue  to  render  invincible  fuch  Romans  as 
"  fhall  fight  for  their  altars,  for  their  hearths,  for 
"  thofe  walls  which  they  have  cemented  with  their 
44  own  blood.  After  we  have  repulfed  Sapor,  the 
"  only  ufe  that  we  wifli  to  make  of  our  liberty  is 
"  to  give  ourfelves  back  to  you." 

Jovian  anfwered,  that  he  had  exprefsly  fvvorn 
to  deliver  up  the  city,  and  that  he  was  incapable 
of  eluding  an  oath  by  vain  fubtleties.  Then 
Sabinus,  to  whom  his  birth  and  riches  gave  a  dif- 
tinguifhed  rank  among  his  fellow-citizens,  faid  to 
him  with  equal  fpirit  and  boldnefs :  "  Conftantius, 
44  always  at  war  with  the  Perfians,  was  almoft  al- 
4<  ways  unfortunate ;  he  {hivered  at  the  name  of 
44  Sapor,  and  this  terror  embittered  all  the  mo- 
44  ments  of  his  life.  Conftantius,  however,  over- 
44  whelmed  with  misfortunes,  Conftantius,  reduced 
44  to  the  neceffity  of  efcaping  almoft  alone,  and  of 
14  eating  a  morfel  of  bread  in  the  cottage  of  a 

VOL.  II.  X  "poor 
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"  poor  woman,  (till  preferved  Nifibis.  What  do 
"  I  fay  ?  He  never  ceded  to  the  enemy  an  inch 
"  of  ground ;  but  Jovian  no  fooner  comes  to  the 
"  empire  than  he  furrenders  the  bulwark  of  the 
"  Eaft."  Jovian  heard  thefe  reproaches  unmoved, 
flill  intrenching  himfelf  in  arguments  drawn  from 
a  point  of  honour  and  confcience. 

It   was   cuftomary  for   every  city  to   offer  new 
princes  a  crown  of  gold.     In  the  critical  fituation 
to  which  the  inhabitants  of  Nifibis  were  reduced, 
*  they  were  particularly  careful  to  perform  that  duty. 

The  Emperor,  who  did  himfelf  juftice,  being  very 
fenfible  that  he  did  not  deferve  the  crown,  efpeciall/ 
from  them,  refufed  that  which  they  prefented  to 
him.  But  the  inhabitants,  with  a  perfeverance  proof 
againft  all  refufals,  conjured  him  to  receive  it, 
thinking,  without  doubt,  that  he  would  allow  him- 
felf to  be  affected  by  that  mark  ofTrttachment  ind 
refpeft,  and  that,  if  he  accepted  their  homage,  he 
would  contract  a  kind  of  engagement  with  them. 
Jovian,  in  order  to  extricate  himfelf  from  their  im- 
portunity, .feemed  at  length  to  accept  it;  and  in- 
ftantly  a  lawyer,  named  Silvanus,  exclaimed,  with 
a  loud  voice,  "  In  like  manner,  great  Emperor, 
"  may  you  be  crowned  by  the  other  cities  .l"  At 
this  fpeech  he  was  fo  exafperated,  that  he  imme- 
diately ordered  the  inhabitants  to  evacuate  the  city 
in  three  days,  and  fent  fome  troops  to  haften  them, 
with  orders  to  p  t  any  to  death  who  Ihould  remain 
there  after  the  time  prefcribed; 

3  I    Tkis 
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This  terrible  decree  filled  Nifibis  with  confter- 
nation.  Inftantly  nothing  was  heard  but  groans, 
cries,  imprecations  againft  the  government,  and 
frightful  bowlings.  To  fee  fome  women  of  rank 
forced  by  their  fovereign  to  banifli  themfelves  from 
the  fcenes  of  their  birth,  from  the  places  where 
they  had  happily  parted  their  days  in  the  bofom  of 
opulence,  forced,  I  fay,  to  abandon  all  their  pof- 
fefiions,  and,  what  was  more  diftrefsful,  to  remove 
for  evelr  from  the  tombs  of  their  hufbands,  their 
•parents,  their  children,  whofe  afhes  remained  ar  the 
difcretion  of  the  Barbarians,  was  a  fight  capable 
of  moving  Sapor,  if  he  had  been  prefent.  Some- 
times they  tors  their  hair  and  their  faces,  fometimes 
they  eiafped  in  their  arms  the  doors  of  their  houfes, 
bathing  them  with  tears,  and  bidding  them  a  laft 
farewell.  W  a  "word,  there  was  feen  the  image  of 
a  city  taken  by  aflault,  and  all  the  fymptoms  of 
grief  and  defpair  which  great  calamities  produce 
among  the  orientals,  whofe  paffions  were  always 
more  expreffive  than  ours.  But  who  could  defcrtbe 
the  anguifti  of  heart  which  muft  be  felt  by  thofe 
brave  men  who  had  fuftained  three  fieges,  and 
who  would  have  thought  themfelves  happy  to 
died  the  remainder  of  their  blood  for  a  country, 
which  they  confidered  not  only  as  the  place 'of 
their  birth,  but  alfo  as  the  theatre  of  their  glory, 
and  the  monument  of  their  valour  !  Every  one 
feized  in  his  hafte,  and  as  if  he  had  ftolen  it,  any 
thing,  that  he  could  carry  away,  of  his  own  effects; 
X2  for, 
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for,  to  complete  their  misfortunes,  beafls  of  burden 
were  wanting,  fo  that  a  large  quantity  of  valuable 
furniture  was  obliged  to  be  left. 

The  roads  were  foon  covered  with  thefe  poor 
fugitives,  who,  groaning  under  their  burdens,  and 
flill  more  oppreffed  by  the  weight  of  their  affliction, 
were  going  to  feek  the  firft  afylum  that  providence 
fhould  be  pleafed  to  offer  them.  Moft  of  them 
retired  under  the  walls  of  Amida,  where  Jovian 
ordered  a  walled  fuburb  to  be  built  for  them, 
which  was  called  the  town  of  Nifibis.  Amida, 
founded  by  Conftantius,  and  almoft  ruined  by  Sapor, 
thus  increafed  by  the  ruins  of  this  ancient  city,  and 
repaired  its  loffes  with  fo  much  advantage,  that  it 
became  the  capital  of  what  the  Romans  retained 
in  Mefopotamia.  As  foon  as  the  inhabitants  of 
Nifibis  were  departed,  Jovian  difpatched  the  tri- 
bune Conftantius  to  expell  thofe  of  Singara,  ano- 
ther Roman  colony,-  and  to  deliver  the  five  pro- 
vinces to  the  officers  of  Sapor.  Thus  this  famous 
treaty  was  literally  executed,  a  treaty,  which  may 
be  regarded  as  the  epocha  of  the  fall  of  the  empire, 
and  whofe  execution  expofed  Jovian,  more  than 
the  treaty  itfelf,  to  the  reproaches  not  only  of 
Pagan,  but  of  fome  Chriftian  authors.  Are  their 
reproaches  well  founded  ?  This  is  a  problem,  whofe 
difcuflion  will  be  more  properly  placed  at  the  end 
of  this  hiftory  *. 

After 

*  The  Abb£  de  la  Bleterie,  though  a  fevere  cafirift,  hat 
pronounced,  that  Jovian  was  not  bound  to  execute  his 

promife  ; 
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After  having  fulfilled  his  engagements  with  the 
Perfians,  the  Emperor  ordered  Procopius  to  con- 
vey to  Tarfus  in  Cilicia  the  corpfe  of  Julian,  agree- 
ably to  the  lad  will  of  that  prince.     In  the  fu- 
neral proceffion,  which  mud  have  been  a  fortnight 
at   lead   on  the  road,  the  cuftoms  of  the  Pagans 
were  obferved,  of  which  the  mod  fantaftic  was,  to 
enliven  the  funeral  pomp  of  the  great,  and  even 
of  the  Emperors,  at  the  experice  of  thofe  whom 
they  pretended  to  honour.     They  added  humour 
and  fatire  to  the  demonftrations  of  grief.     Here 
were  heard  mournful  fongs  and  lamentations,  and 
tears  were  fecn  to  flow  :  there  drolls  and  buffoons 
danced  and   acted  fome   jocofe  fcenes,  or  one  of 
the  troop,  in   a  mafk  which    reprefented    to  the 
life  him  whofe  obfequies  were  celebrated,  imitated 
his  gefture  and  his  voice  *,  and  made  him  utter, 
in  a  ludricrous  drain,  the  language  mod  proper  to 
chara&erife  him.     The  inferior  perfonages  loaded 

promife  ;  fince  he  could  not  difmember  the  empire,  nor 
alienate,  without  their  confent,  the  allegiance  of  his  people. 
I  have  never  found  much  delight  or  inftrudtion  in  fuch  po- 
litical metaphyfics.  GIEBOW. 
Not  being  convinced  or  edified  by  the  Abbe's  reafon- 
ing,  I  have  not  tranflated  his  diflertation. 

*  Of  this  we  are  informed  by  Suetonius  in  the  following 
remarkable  paffage  :  "  At  the  funeral  of  Vefpatian,  Favo, 
the  chief  of  the  comedians,  who  played  his  part,  and  imi- 
tated, as  is  cuftomary,  his  words  and  actions  while  alive, 
afked  the  managers  of  the  lolemnity  aloud,  "  What 
would  be  the  expence  of  the  funeral  pomp  ?"  and  they 
anfwering,  *  a  hundred  millions  of  fefterces,'the  pretended 
Vefpaiian  exclaimed,  '*  if  they  would  give  him  but  a 
hundred  feilerces,  they  might  throw  him  into  the  river."  Bf 

X  3  this 
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this  principal  performer  with  railleries  and  affronts. 
The  pretended  Julian  ir.uft   have  been   highly  ri- 
diculous, as  the  copy  was  always  more  extravagant 
than  thv-  original.     Neither  the  faults  of  that  un- 
fortunate prince,  nor  perhaps  his  good  qualities^ 
were  fpared.     He  was  reproached  in  the  bitcereil 
terms  for  his  apoftacy,  his  temerity,  his  defeat,  his 
death.     To  conceive  how  far  the  licentioufnefs  was 
carried,  it  muft  be  (emembered  that  the  adtors  re-* 
venged  themlelves  on  the  enemy  of  the  ftage,  and 
that  they  were  fure  of  the  applaufe  of  the  Chrif- 
tians. 

As  foon  as  Procopius  had  acquitted  himfelf  of 
this  commiffion,  alarmed  at  the  fate  of  Jovianus, 
and  at  the  falfe  report  that  was  fpread,  that  Julian, 
his  relation,  had  wifhed,  at  the  point  of  death,  to 
have  him  for  his  fucceflor,  he  thought  that  his  life 
was  in  danger.  He  therefore  fecreted  himfelf,  and 
had  the  art  to  elude  the  fearches  of  Jovian,  and 
afterwards  thofe  of  Valens.  About  two  years  after 
the  death  of  Julian,  he  appeared  again  in  order  to 
afceiid  the  throne,  from  which  he  fell  almoft  the 
fame  inftant  *. 

From  Nifibis  Jovian  took  the  road  to  Antioch, 
and  cimie  to  Edeffa,  which  Ihould  have  been  dear 
to  him  for  the  fame  reafon  f  that  had  made  it 
odious  to  his  predeceilbr.  He  was  in  that  city  on 
the  zyth  of  September,  according  to  the  date  of  a 

*   See  p.  221.  note  -f. 

f  Julian  would  not  p-;fs  thrcnich  EdelTa,  bccaufe  that 
city  '.vas  ftrongly  atiacutd  to  Chriilianity.  U. 

law, 
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law  *,  which  excufes  the  foldiers  from  going  to 
forage  more  than  twenty  miles,  or  one  day's  journey, 
from  the  camp.  Julian,  the  reftorer  of  military 
difcipline,  had  obliged  them  to  go  in  fearch  of  it 
to  that  diftance ;  but  perhaps  fome  officers  fent 
them  flill  farther.  Jovian,  interefted  in  conciliating 
the  affe&ion  of  the  troops,  delivered  or  preferved 
them  from  that  fatigue,  to  which  there  was  no 
right  to  oblige  them  ;  and  the  fpirit  of  his  law 
agrees  exactly  with  that  of  Julian. 

The  Emperor  continuing  his  march  by  long 
Itages,  and  received  very  forrowfully  on  his  route, 
entered  Antioch  in  the  month  of  Oftober,  and 
could  not  difpenfe  with  making  fome  ftay  there, 
notwithfranding  his  impatience  to  go  and  fhew  him- 
felf  at  Conftantinople,  and  afterwards,  no  doubt, 
in  the  provinces  of  the  Weft.  His  troops  were  in 
extreme  want  of  repofe.  Antioch,  the  abode  of 
plenty,  and  the  centre  of  all  the  conveniences  of 
life,  was  the  propereft  place  in  the  world  to  re- 
cover  them;  and  prudence  did  not  yet  allow  Jovian 
to  feparate  himfelf  from  an  army,  whofe  fulfrages 
were  the  only  right  that  he  had  to  the  empire. 

During  fix  weeks,  more  or  lefs,  that  he  patted 
in  the  capital  of  the  Eafl,  he  applied  himfelf 
chiefly  to  regulate  what  concerned  religion.  That 

*  This  law  is  dated  in  the  confulfhip  of  Jovian  and  Var- 
ronian,  and  confequently  the  date  is  falfe,  at  leait  in  that 
refpedt.  It  is  well  known,  that  the  dates  marked  in  the 
Theodoiian  code  are  fo  faulty,  that  fcarce  any  ftreis  can  be 
laid  on  them.  B, 

X  4  portion 
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portion  cf  public  affairs,  fo  efTential  and  always 
fo    delicate,    then    required     extreme    difcretion. 
Julian,  with  his  pretended  toleration,  which  had 
been  no  more  in  faft  than  a  perfecution  aukwardly 
difguifed,  in  which  the  injuftice  of  oppreflion  was 
aggravated  by  the  infolence  of  difhonefty,  had  in 
a  manner  fet  all  the  fubje&s  of  the  empire  at  va- 
riance.     The  people   were   incenfed   againft  the 
people ;  cities  were  divided  ;    families   were  dif- 
united ;  the  ferment  of  minds  was  fo  violent,  that 
it  feemed  as  if  it  could  not  be  calmed  but  by  the 
extin&ion  of  one  of  the  parties.     The  unexpe&ed 
revolution,   which   again   gave   the    Chriftians   a 
prince  of  their  religion,  was  not  fufficient  to  re- 
flore  tranquillity.     There  was  room  to  fear,  that, 
under   the  appearance  of   zeal,  the  animofity  of 
fome  ill-informed   Chriftians,    indulging  itfelf    in 
fome  unworthy  reprifals,  might  drive  the  Pagans, 
with  whom   patience  was  founded  on  no  religious 
principle,  to  extremities.  Already  the  temples  were 
every  where  *  Ihut ;  the  blood   of  vidims  flowed 
no  longer  ;  the  priefts  of  the  idols  abfconded ;  the 
philofophers  trimmed  their  beards,  and  quitted  the 
cloak,  to  refume  the  common  drefs.     This  was  not 
a  panic  fear  :  they  had  unworthily  abufed  their 
credit.  St.  Gregory  of  Nazianzus,  at  the  conclufion 
of  his  difcourfe  againft  Julian,  exhorts  to  the  for- 

*  Taiwan:*  EXXnrui>  irxvrx  enrmnKuclo.  Suppofing  that  So« 
crates  is  not  mifhken  in  faying  that  the  temples  were 
every  where  fhut,  this  could  not  have  happened  before  the 
l»w  which  we  fliall  prefemly  mention.  B. 

givenefs 
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givenefs  of  injuries  in  a  manner  that  would  induce 
a  belief,  that,  on  that  occafion,  he  confidered  obe- 
dience to  the  precept  as  a  great  effort  of  virtue. 
One  would  be  apt  to  think,  that,  though  he  in- 
veighs with  fuch  warmth  againft  the  Pagans,  and 
againft  the  memory  of  Julian,  it  is  a  ftroke  of 
Chriftian  policy ;  and  that  by  taking,  as  it  were, 
in  the  name  of  the  church,  and  by  public  au- 
thority, a  lawful  vengeance,  he  means  to  prevent 
and  difarm  that  of  individuals. 

The  war  kindled  between  the  Chriftians  and 
Pagans  was  not  the  only  one  of  which  religion 
was  either  the  pretext  or  the  caufe.  Not  to  men- 
tion fome  fedls  that  were  obfcure  or  of  little  ac- 
count *,  every  thing  that  bore  the  Chriftian  name 
was  divided  between  the  faith  of  Nice  and  the 
herefy  of  Arius.  The  moft  vehement  contro- 
verfies  are  often  no  more  than  difputes  on  words. 
Here,  under  the  appearance  of  difputes  on  words  f, 
and  even  on  letters,  there  were  real  dirifions  as  to 
fundamental  tenets ;  and  the  difputes  were  managed 
with  as  much  animofity,as  if  incomprehenfible  truths 
had  been  in  queflion.  The  Arians,  whom  the 
favour  of  Conftantius  had  put  in  pofTeflion  of  the 
churches  of  Conftantinople,  and  of  the  principal 

*  Such  as  the  Valentinians,  the  Marcionites,  the  Mon- 
tanifts,  the  Manicheans.  E. 

f  The  terras  O^OKO-IO,-,  "  confubftantial,"  "  of  the  fame 
fubftance,"  confecrated  by  the  council  of  Nice,  and 
cf*oi8<noj,  "  like  in  fubftance,"  which  moft  of  the  Arians  ad- 
nutted,  only  differ  an  iota  more  or  lei's,  B. 

fees 
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fees  of  the  Eaft,  fubdivided  into  pure  Arian^  and 
derai-Arians,  agreed  only  againft  the  Ca  holies. 
In  lefs  than  fifty  years  they  had  made  fixteen  for- 
mularies of  faith  *,  and  it  was  doubted  whether  they 
had  made  the  lad,  Arianifm  was  a  cruel  feft,  and 
even  by  that,  according  to  St.  Athanalius  -J-,  bore 
on  its  front  a  mark  of  reprobation.  To  cruelty 
it  knew  how  to  add  cunning  and  artific  .  De- 
ceived by  its  equivocal  forms  j,  under  Conftantius 
the  whole  world  was  furprifed  to  nijd  itfelf  Arian 
without  thinking  of  it;  but  error  did  not  long  en- 
joy this  imaginary  triumph.  A  reunion  founded 
on  duplicity  had  only  produced  a  more  cruel 


On  the  other  fide,  thofe  who  acknowledged  the 
divinity  of  the  Word,  did  not  all  agree  as  to  the 
•reft.  Some,  by  an  excefs  of  delicacy,  reje&ed  the 
term  "  confubdantial,"  as  not  being  in  fcripturc  ; 
and  though  they  admitted  the  tenet  meant  by  that 
word,  all  had  not,  like  Athanafius  §,  equity  enough 
to  compadionate  their  weaknefs,  and  to  reckon  them 
among  the  orthodox. 

An  obftinate  fchifm,  formed  by  miflake,  and 
perpetuated  by  imprudence,  rent  the  city  of 

*  The  enumeration  of  them  may  be  feen  in  the  Eccle- 
fiauical  Hiftory  of  M.  Fleury,  1.  xiv.  23.  B. 

f  Atb.  H>J1»  Arian.  ad  Motiacbos,  t.  i.  p.  382.  Edit. 
BeucJ.  B. 

J  At  the  Council  of  Rimini.  B. 

§   Atbax,  dc  fynodlt)  1.  1  1.  p.  755.  B. 

Antiocn. 
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Antioch  *.     There  were  feen  two  Catholic  bifhops, 
betides  one  Arian,     At  Conftantinople,  and  elfe- 

ivhere, 

•    *  In  the  year  330,  under  the  reign  of  Conftantine,  hav- 
ing ir.cceeded    in    depofing  and    banifhing    St.  Euftathius, 
biihop  of  Antioch,  the  moil  zealous  of  the  Catholics  began 
to  hold   their  leparate   all'embiics.     As   rln-y   ihl!  acknow- 
ledged Euftathius,  the  name  of  Euftathians  was  given  them. 
The  fee  was  fuccellivery  filled   by  feveral  bifhops,  more  or 
Ids   attached    to    the  Arian    cabal,  with  whom   the    great 
number  of   Catholics   of  Antioch,  either  through  love  of 
peace,  or  from  weaknefs,  did  not  fail  to  commtmica.c.  Things 
remained  in  this  (late  during  the  reign  of  Conftantius.   But 
in  361  (the  laft  year  of  that  prince)  Aniaaus,  the  Arian  bifhop, 
having  been  bauifhed,  and,  befides,  Eultathius  having  died  in 
his  exile,  they  were   defirous  to  eled  a   bifliop  who  might 
re-unite  the  church  of    Antioch.      Tha  Arians    and   the 
moderate  Catholics  caft    their  eyes  on  Meleiius,  the  mof; 
amiable  and    mod  peaceable   of  men.      Every  one  thought 
him  of  his  own  party.     But  in  that  the  Arians  were  mif- 
tukcn.      Meletius  was  no  fooncr  elected  than   he  declared 
for    the   Catholic    faith.     The  Euftathiatis,    however,  ob- 
jlinately    refolved  not   to    acknowledge    him,  becaufe    the 
Arians  had  had  great  (hare  in  his  election      On   the  other 
fide,    the    Arians,    enraged    at    being   deceived   in    him, 
cauied  him  to  be  banifhed  a  month  after,  to  the  great  re- 
gret of  the  moderate  Catholics,  who,  retaining  an  inviolable 
attachment  to  the  holy  bifliop,  would  no  more  aflemble,  as 
they  had  hitherto  done  in  the  churches  of  the  Arians,  and 
offered  to  unite  themlelves  with  the  Eultathians,  or  zealous 
Catholics.     But  thefe  refufed  to  admit  them  to  their  com- 
munion.      There   were  then   at   Antioch    therefore     three 
parties  ;   the   Arians,    the   Euftathians,  and  the  Meletians. 
After  the.  death  cf  Conftantius,  in  362,  Lucifer,  of  Cag- 
liari  in  Sardinia,  whom  that  prince  had  bammed  into  Syria, 
a  msn  celebrated  for  his  courage,  and  his  hitterings  in  the 
good  caule,   but  whofe  views  were   too  confined,  ordained 
as  bifliop  the  prieft  Faulinus,  whom  the  Eultathians  already 
confidcred  ;is  their  head.     Lurifer  thought  that   the  Me- 
letions,  more  pacific   than  the   others,  would  accept  Pau- 
Jiiius,    who,   befides,  was  very  worthy    of   the   prelacy  ; 

but 
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where,  the  Macedonians  *,  orthodox,  at  lead  in 
appearance,  as  to  the  confubftantiality  of  the  Son, 
denied  that  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  The  Donatifts, 
thinking  that  there  was  no  church,  or  even  facra- 
ments,  out  of  their  fociety,  carried  fanaticifm  in 
Africa  to  a  decree  of  madnefs.  The  Novatians  f, 
whole  herefy  was  to  erect  a  defpcrate  rigour  into 
an  article  of  faith,  kept  up  fome  good  underftand- 
ing  xvith  the  Catholics,  who  diftinguifhed  them  ex- 
tremely from  the  other  feclaries ;  and  it  may  be 
faid,  that  they  merited  that  diftinc~tion  by  the  purity 
of  their  manners,  and  by  their  attachment  to  the 
ancient  doctrine  as  to  the  divinity  of  Jefus  Chrift. 
They  had  fupported  with  heroic  courage  the  Arian 
perfections :  but  fome  had  (hewn  J,  that  for  the 
defence  of  their  faith  they  knew  how  to  employ 
other  arms  than  thofe  of  true  Chriftians. 

As  the  mod  natural  effeft  of  a  foreign  war  is  to 
fufpend  civil  diffentions ;  in  fpite  of  the  artifices  of 

but  this  imprudent  ftep  only  ferved  to  put  an  end  to  the 
fchifm.  Thus  there  were  feen  in  the  fame  city  three  biftiops, 
Euzoius  the  Arian,  Meletius,  returned  from  his  exile,  and 
Paulinus,  both  Catholics.  This  divition  did  not  terminate 
till  long  after,  under  bifhop  Alexander,  to  whom  the  Eu- 
ftathians  re-united  themfelves  in  415.  B. 

*  So  named  from  Macedonius,  archbilhop  of  C»n- 
fbntinople.  B. 

f  The  Novatians  did  not  admit  to  penitence  thofe  who 
had  fallen  after  baptifm.  B. 

j  Under  Conftantius  theNovatian  peafants  of  Mantinium 
in  paphlagonia,  armed  with  fcythes  and  axes,  cut  in  pieces 
tour  companies  of  foldiers,  who  had  been  lent  to  oblige 
them  to  embrace  Arianifm,  B, 
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Julian  to  foment  the  flame  of  difcord,  there  ap- 
peared in  his  reign  between  the  mod  oppofite  com- 
munions a  kind  of  truce  refembling  peace.  Ex- 
cepting only  the  Donatifts,  who  committed  exceffes 
againft  the  Catholics,  for  which  the  magiftrates 
thought  it  their  duty  to  account  to  the  Emperor  ; 
excepting,  I  fay,  thofe  madmen,  the  Chriftians  had 
feemed  to  forget  their  domeftic  divifions,  and  to 
employ  themfelves  in  concert  in  offering  up  prayers 
for  their  common  deliverance.  But  as  foon  as  the 
eleftion  of  a  Chriftian  prince  was  known,  the 
{lumbering  difputes  began  to  awaken,  and  the 
chiefs  of  the  different  communions  were  eagerly 
defirous  of  going  to  meet  the  Emperor  as  foon  as 
he  was  in  the  Roman  territories ;  either  to  engage 
him,  or  at  leaft  to  render  him  favourable  to  their 
party. 

Arnidit  fuch  a  diverfity  of  opinions,  Jovian,  as 
I  have  already  faid,  had  the  happinefs  to  know  the 
truth.  He  had  preferred  Chriltianity  to  his  for* 
tune,  and  openly  profefled  the  Catholic  doctrine. 
If  the  purity  of  his  manners  did  not  perhaps 
anfwer  to  that  of  his  faith,  at  lead  he  ardently 
wimed,  it  cannot  be  doubted,  to  fee  all  his  fubjec~ts 
re-united  in  the  bofom  of  the  true  religion.  But 
Jovian  was  too  well  inftrucled  in  the  nature  of  re- 
ligion itfelf  to  offer  violence  to  any  one.  A  con- 
feflbr  of  the  faith  become  a  perfecutor  would  have 
been  a  kind  of  prodigy.  Who  fliould  be  better 
acquainted  with  the  rights  of  confcience  than  he 
6  who 
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who  himfelf  had  been  obliged  to  claim  them  ?  Lfe 
was  convinced  that  faith  perfuades,  but  does  not 
command  ;  that  to  employ  fire  and  fword,  in  the 
progrefs  of  the  gofpel,  is  to  combat  at  once  the 
fpirit  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  principles  of  reafon  ; 
that  fear  only  makes  hypocrites ;  that  God  re- 
jefts  forced  homage,  and  that  if  he  difapprovcs 
error,  he  detefts  perjury;  that  the  excellence  of 
the  end  propofed  cannot  fanftify  unlawful  means ; 
that,  befides,  in  order  to  fucceed,  the  means  mud 
be  fuited  to  the  end,  and  thus  that  consciences  can 
no  more  be  carried  by  force  of  arms  than  ramparts 
by  arguments  *. 

But,  befides,  if  Jovian  had  thought  it  law- 
ful and  poffible  to  convert  men  by  the  dread  of 
puniftmients  and  death,  it  would  have  been  rifking 
too  much  at  the  beginning  of  a  new  reign  to  irritate 
the  Arians,  who  -ft ill  retained,  among  the  Chriftiiin 
communions,  that  air  of  fuperiority  which  had 
been  given  them  by  the  protection  and  favour  of 
Conftantius.  It  would  have  been  (till  more  dan- 
gerous- to  attack  Paganifm  in  front,  which,  under 
Julian,  had  recovered  ftrength,  and  had  even  be- 
come again  the  religion  of  the  ftate.  It  mufl  be 
fuppofed,  that  the  Pagans,  feeing  themfelves  at  the 

*  Thefe  truly  Proteftant  doctrines  flow  from  the  pen  of 
a  nominal  Papifl,  but  are  as  different  from  thofe  of  the 
murderers  of  Crnnmer  in  former  times,  and  of  thofe  of 
Galas  in  the  p  relent,  ns  Ughc  from  darknefs.  Such  liberal 
fentimetits  in  fome  ages  and  countries  would  have  configned 
the  author  to  the  Inquifition. 

difcretion 
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difcretion  of  a  prince  who  was  a  zealous  enemy  to 
idolatry,  were  extremely  alarmed,  and  that  many 
expreffed  fo  much  uneafinefs  as  to  occafion  fome  to 
that  weakly  eftabliftied  prince.  With  a  view  there- 
fore to  confirm  them,  and  alfo  to  confirm  himfelf, 
he  haftened  to  make  a  law,  by  which  he  maintained 
them  in  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion,  and 
permitted  them  to  re-open  the  temples,  where,  by 
forcible  means,  and  without  the  authority  of  the 
prince,  they  had  been  fhut  fmce  the  death  of 
Julian. 

"  You  underftand,"  fays  Themiftius,  a  Pagan 
philofopher  and  fenator  of  Conftantinople  *,  in  a 
panegyric  on  Jovian,  which  he  pronounced  before 
him,  "  that  there  are  fome  things  which  a  fo- 
*'  vereign  cannot  reftrain.  Among  thefe  are  the 
"  virtues,  and  eipecially  religion.  A  prince, 
"  who  fhould  make  an  edift  to  enjoin  his  fubje£:s 
"  to  love  him,  would  not  be  obeyed.  Could  he 
"  flatter  himfelf  with  being  fo  for  commanding 
*'  them  to  have  fuch  or  fuch  a  religious  perfuafion? 
*'  Fear,  without  doubt,  will  effeft  tranlient  meta- 
"  morphofes,  But  {hall  we  confider  as  men  con- 
"  vinced,  thofe  men  more  changeable  than  Eu- 
"  ripus  •}",  perfuaded  by  their  variations  to  be  the 
t(  adorers  of  the  purple,  and  not  of  the  divinity, 
"  thole  ridiculous  Proteufes  who  dishonour  human 
"  kind,  and  who  are  fometimes  feen  in  the  temples 

*  See  the  Epiitle  to  him,  Vol.  I.  p.  4. 

•f  This  narrow  fea,  between  1'oeotia  anH  Euboea,  ebbed 
•and  flowed  fcven  times  in.  24.  hours,  or  ofteuer,  or  leldomer, 
as  the  wind  fat. 

"  at 
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«'  at  the  feet  of  the  flames  and  altars,  and  feme- 
"  times  at  the  holy  table  in  the  churches  of  the 
"  Chriftians  ?  Thus,  inftead  of  ufmg  violence,  you 
"  have  made  a  law  which  allows  every  one  to  pay 
"  to  the  Deity  the  worfhip  which  he  Ihall  think 
"  the  bell.  As  the  image  of  the  Supreme  Being, 
"  you  imitate  his  conduct.  He  has  placed  in  the 
•'  heart  of  man  a  natural  inclination  which  leads 
"  him  to  religion  i  but  he  does  not  force  him  in 
"  the  choice.  Thus  the  coercive  laws,  which 
"  tended  to  deprive  man  of  a  liberty  which  God 
"  leaves  him,  have  lafted  at  moft  during  the  lives 
"  of  their  authors  j  inftead  of  which,  your  law, 
"  or  rather  that  of  God  himfelf,  fubfifts  in  all 
'*  ages.  Neither  confifcations,  nor  exiles,  nor 
•'  punifhments  can  annull  it.  The  body  may  be 
"  imprifoned,  tormented,  deftroyed  ;  but  the  foul 
"  takes  her  flight :  fhe  efcapes  from  violence,  bear- 
"  ing  in  herfelf  this  indelible  law,  this  liberty  of 
"  thinking,  of  which  it  is  impoffible  to  deprive 
"  her,  though  the  tongue  {hould  be  forced 

"  to  articulate  fome  words The  wifdom 

"  of  your  edift  allays  our  cruel  divifions.  This, 
"  Emperor,  beloved  by  God,  you  know  better 
"  than  any  one  :  The  Perfians  were  lefs  formidable 
"  to  the  Romans  than  the  Romans  themfelves ;  the 
"  incurfions  of  thofe  Barbarians  lefs  dangerous  than 
"  the  accufations  fuggefted  by  the  fpirit  of  party 
•'  to  deftroy  citizens.  Continue  to  hold  the  ba- 
"  lance  even.  Allow  all  mouths  to  addrefs  prayers 
"  to  heaven  for  the  profperity  of  your  empire.  .  . 

•'  A  law 
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"  A  law  fo  juft  muft  penetrate  all  the  fubje&s  of 
"  our  divine  monarch  with  refpeft  and  love,  thofe, 
"  among  others,  to  whom  not  contented  to  reftore 
"  liberty,  he  explains  the  tenets  of  their  religion 
"  as  well  as  the  ablefl  of  their  teachers." 

Thus,  in  the  prefence  of  Jovian  himfelf,  fpokc 
Themiftius,  one  of  the  mod  illuftrious  magiftrates 
of  his  age,  and  deputed  by  the  body  to  harangue 
the  Emperor.  His  authority  fufficiently  authen- 
ticates the  law  of  Jovian,  though  it  no  longer  exifh, 
and  though  other  writers  feem  to  have  been  igno- 
yrant  of  it.  The  panegyrics  of  princes  fometimes 
praife  them  for  virtues  which  they  do  not  poflefs, 
but  never  for  laws  which  they  have  not  made.  It 
cannot  be  denied  that  Themiftius,  in  the  difcourfe, 
part  of  which  I  have  jufl  quoted,  lays  down,  on 
occafion  of  that  law,  fome  very  philofophical  and 
even  very  Chriftian  maxims.  But  as  truth  is  very 
feldom  found  in  the  mouths  of  Pagans  without  any 
mixture  of  error,  to  the  folid  arguments  which 
condemn  cruelty  and  violence  he  adds  the  pre- 
tended impofTibility  of  knowing  how  the  Deity 
would  be  adored,  and  the  imaginary  honour  which 
redounds  to  the  Supreme  Being  from  the  variety 
of  vvorfliips  which  divide  the  world.  This  philo- 
fopher  confounds  political  toleration  with  indif- 
ference, while  Jovian,  by  the  light  of  the  gofpeJ, 
perfectly  diftinguifhes  them. 

The  fame  edift,  which  permitted  the  temples  to 
be  re-opened,  ordered  the  abominable  fan&uaries 

VOL.  II.  Y  of 
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of  impoftures  and  witchcraft  to  be  fhut.  It  fuffered 
the  public  facrifices,  and  the  worfliip  formerly  au- 
thorifed,  to  remain  ;  but  it  forbade  enchantments, 
magic,  and  all  worihip  vifibly  founded  on  im- 
pofture.  Though  the  Roman  laws  had  always  con- 
demned thefe  pracHces,  the  foolifti  fuperflition  and 
credulity  of  Julian  had  brought  them  extremely 
into  fafliion.  The  wifeft  among  the  Pagans  mufl 
greatly  praife  his  fucceffor  for  the  care  which  he 
took  to  profcribe  what  they  deemed  foreign  to  their 
religion,  and  likely  to  do  it  difcredit.  It  feemed 
to  them,  no  doubt,  performing  a  legitimate  aft  of 
the  pontifical  power,  which  they  flill  afcribed  to 
the  Chriftian  Emperors,  and  of  which  Conflantine 
had  ufefully  availed  himfelf,  to  effecl  the  deftruftion 
of  idolatry. 

Properly  fpeaking,  the  Pagan  religion  had  no 
dogmas ;  it  confifted  of  a  heap  of  pra&ics,  and 
the  Sovereign  Pontiff  had  a  right  to  fupprefs  fuch 
as  he  thought  abufive  *.  Conftantine  therefore 
having  formed  the  plan  of  difTolving  it  by  little 
and  little,  and  of  deftroying  it  by  degrees,  with- 
out {hocking  the  Pagans,  had  confined  it  within 
very  narrow  bounds,  by  retrenching  fometimes  a 
worfliip  contrary  to  good  manners,  fometimes  a  fuf- 
picious  practice;  here  fubverting  a  temple  that 
was  become  the  fchool  of  libertinifm,  there  inter- 

*:  See  the  Differtation  of  the  Baron  dc  la  Baftie,  on  the 
Sovereign  Pontificate  of  the  Roman  Emperors  (Part  III.) 
ia  the  Memoirs  of 'the  Academy  of  Infer  iptions  find  Belks 
t.  XV,  B. 

dlfting 
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dicing  an  oracle  whofe  priefts  manifeftly  abufed 
the  public  credulity.  It  appears  that  Jovian  did 
not  pretend  to  tolerate  Paganifm  but  in  the  ftate 
to  which  Conftamine  had  reduced  it.  On  that 
footing  only  it  could  in  faft  be  fuffered,  and  the 
moderate  Pagans  required  nothing  more. 

The  political  toleration  of  Jovian  was  effe£Uve 
and  fincere.  Inftead  of  feeking  pretences  to  difturb 
the  Pagans,  he  did  not  avail  himfelf  of  the  mod 
natural  occafions.  He  might,  without  injuftice, 
have  abandoned  to  the  feverity  of  the  laws  feveral 
priefts  of  the  idols,  and  the  philofophers  who 
had  abufed  the  confidence  of  Julian.  Nevenhelefs, 
it  is  not  to  his  reign  that  the  rigours  which,  Li- 
banius  fays  *,  were  cxercifed  againft  them,  mud 

be 

*  As  Libanius  did  not  pronounce  his  fecond  funeral 
oration  on  Julian  till  eighteen  months  after  the  death  of 
that  prince,  and  confequendy  more  than  ten  months  after 
the  death  of  Jovian,  I  know  not  why  M.  de  Tillemont  ap- 
plies to  the  reign  of  the  latter  the  bitter  complaints  of  that 
orator.  "  At  prefent,"  fays  that  oratcp,  (prat.  Parent.  148, 
et  feq.}  "  thofe  who  declaim  againft  the  Gods  are  treated 

*  with  refpeft,  while  the,  priefts,  thofe  who  are  only  guilty 
'  of  ferving  the  Gods,  undergo  unjuft  trials.   That  which 
'  they  have  employed  in   divine  worfhip,  that  which   the 
'  flame  has   confumed  on  the  altars,  they  arc  forced  to 
'  furrender.     Are  they  unable  to  pay  ?  They  languish  in 
'  fetters.     The   temples   have  been  deftroyed,  or   remain 
'  half-built,  to  ferve   as  a  ridicule  for  Chriftians.     The 

*  philofophers  are  put  to  the  torture.     To  have  received 
fomething  from   the  Emperor  is  to   have  contracted  a 
debt.  What  do  I  fay  ?  It  is  to  have  committed  a  theft. 
In  the  midft  of  funimer,  at  noon -day,  a  man  is  expofed 
quite  naked  to  the  heat  of  the  fun.     Eelides  what  he 

Yz  "has 
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tl  has  received,  he  is  afked  what  every  one  fees  he  has  not 
**  received.    It  is  well  known  that  this   is  to  require  an 
**  impoflibility  j  but  it  is  a  pleafure  to  burn  him  ;   he  muft 
*'  expire  in  this  horrible  torture.    The  profeflbrs  of  elo- 
"  quence,  accuftomed  to  live  with  the  great,  are  driven 
"  from  their  doors,  like  infamous  murderers.     That  nu- 
"  merous  fwarrri    of  young  difciples  who  always  accom- 
*'  pany  them,  feeing  their  matters  thus  treated,  conceive 
"  that  knowledge  is  good  for  nothing,  and   feek  a  better 
protection.     In  every  city  the  members  of  the  public 
council   unjuilly  difpenfe   with   the  fervice,  which  their 
country  has  a  right  to  expect  from  them ;  and  no  one 
checks  fo  outrageous  a  diforder.    Nothing  is  every  where 
feen  but  exactions,  forced  fales,  confifcations,  indigence, 
poverty,  tears.    The  labourer  choofes  rather  to  beg  than 
to  cultivate  the  earth.     He  who  to-day  gives  alms,  to- 
morrow will  be  obliged  to  afk  them.   The  Scythians,  the 
Sarmatians,  the  Celts,  in  a  word,  all  the  Barbarians  be- 
gin again  to  infult  us  on  all  lides,"  &c. 
The  odious  flrokes  of  this  picture  do  not  relate  to  Jovian. 
Indeed,  during  his   reign,  the  bifhops,  and  other  Chriftian 
preachers,  were  in  great  eiteem,    and  ipoke  again  ft  Pa- 
ganifm  with  full  liberty.     It  is  alfo  very  poffible,  that  at 
the   news  of  his  election,  in  places  where  the  Chriftians 
were  the  ftrongefl,  the  populace  might  deftroy  fome  temples, 
Thofe  which  Julian  was  building  remained  unfinilhed,  be- 
caufe  Jovian  would   not  furnifh  the  expence,  and  the  zeai 
of  idolaters  cooled.     I  alfo  fuppofe  that  Libanius,  and  his 
fellows,  did  not  find  the  fame  accefs  to  the  great :  fome  ma- 
giftrate  might  have  refufed  him  admittance  ;  a  very  fenfible 
affront  to  that  fophiil,  who  treated  Julian  as  an  equal.  But 
this  is  all  that  can  reafonably  be  afcribed  to  the  reign  of 
Jovian.     According  to  Libanius,  it  was  "  the  height  of 
*'  fummer,"  (/xio-a  Qtfus)  when  the    philofophers  were  per- 
fecuted.   Novv  Jovian  did  not  enter  on  the  territories  of  the 
empire  till  towards  the  beginning  of  autumn,  and  died  be- 
fore the  end  of  winter.      Befides,    the  philofopher   tor- 
mented fo  cruelly  is  plainly  the  famous  Maximus.     But 
Prifcus  and  he  were  brought  to  trial  at  the  beginning  of  the 
reign  of  Valentinian  and  Valens. 

As  to  what  Libanius  fays  of  the  venality  of  exemptions, 
and  of  the  oppreffion  of  the  people,  no  author  reproaches 
Jovian  with  anything  like  it  j  on  the  contrary,  the  patrician 

Petronius, 
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be  afcribed.  It  is  true,  that,  after  the  death  of 
Julian,  their  proteclor  and  their  dupe,  fome  phi- 
lofophers were  called  to  a  fevere  account  for  the 
immenfe  fums,  which,  it  was  faid,  they  had  drawn 
from  him;  and  this  perhaps  is  the  only  time  that 
the  royal  treafure  has  purfued  men  of  letters.  But 
thofe  enquiries  were  not  made  till  the  reign  of  Va- 
lens.  Eunapius,  alfo  a  Pagan,  and  as  plaintive 
as  Libanius,  affirms  that  Jovian  continued  to  ho- 
nour the  philofophers  *  who  were  in  the  train  of 
his  predeceffor.  We  may  at  lead  conclude,  from 
that  expreflion,  that  he  had  fome  regard  for  them. 
Themiftius  reckons  as  a  merit  in  him  his  prote&ing 
philofophy  at  a  time  when  almoft  every  one  elfe 
declared  againft  it,  and  recalling  it  to  court  in  a. 
lefs  difgraceful  habit.  Fear  had  at  firft  driven  the 
philofophers  from  it;  but  they  fooa  recovered 
their  courage  ;  and  Jovian  allowed  them  to  appear 
there  again,  but  in  the  common  drefs.  It  may, 
jiowever,  be  prefumed,  that  they  were  not  feen 
there  with  a  very  gracious  eye,  and  that  they  mufl 

Petronius,  the  father-in-law  of  Valens,  a  monfter  of  ava- 
rice and  cruelty,  rendered  immediately  the  government  of 
his  fon-in-law  highly  odious,  and  ruined  a  multitude  of 
families,  by  enquiring  what  was  due  to  the  treafury  for 
near  a  century  paft.  See  Amm.  xxvi.  6*  Jn  Ihort,  the 
two  brothers  reigned  when  the  Barbarians,  being  no  longer 
reftrained  by  toe  tear  of  Julian,  again  took  up  arms.  Thole 
people  had  fcarce  had  time  to  hear  of  his  death,  and  to 
make  fome  preparations,  during  the  reign  of  Jovian.  B. 
<hilt\io-iv.  Illos  viiOi  honors  fra/ejiti  non 

Y  3  fu% 
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fuffer  fome  mortifications,  and  perhaps  infults, 
from  the  courtiers,  which  the  Emperor  did  not 
take  the  trouble  to  avenge ;  and  that,  if  I  miftake 
not,  is  the  meaning  of  what  Themittius  fays,  in  a 
difcourfe  addreffed  to  Valens ;  that  "  it  is  a  ftain  to 
"  the  glory  of  Jovian  to  have  fuffcred  infults  to 
"  be  offered  them,  though,  as  to  himfelf ,  he  offered 
«  them  none." 

Libanius  continued  inceflantly  to  bewail  Julian, 
and  to  praife  him  in  his  writings.  Some  would 
have  made  it  a  (late  crime,  and  Jovian  was  advifed 
to  fend  him  to  confolc  himfelf  with  his  hero.  But 
he  thought  it  beneath  an  Emperor  to  trouble  him- 
felf with  what  a  fophift  might  write.  He  was 
fenfible  alfo  that  by  putting  an  author  to  death,  his 
works,  inftead  of  feeiug  fuppreffed,  are  affured  of 
immortality.  As  Jovian  fpared  a  Maximus  and 
a  Libanius,  we  may  judge  what  tranquillity  was 
enjoyed  by  fuch  Pagans  as  could  be  reproached 
with  nothing  but  their  religion.  It  is  certain, 
that  at  Conftantinople  facrifices  were  publickly 
offered  for  the  folemnity  of  the  confullhip  of 
Jovian. 

If  this  prince,  in  quality  of  common  father  and 
chief  of  the  body  politic,  thought  himfelf  obliged 
not  to  reflrain  the  confciences  of  his  fubjecls,  he 
did  not  forget  that  he  owed  a  (Iriking  protection 
to  the  religious  fociety'of  which  he  was  a  member. 
It  appears  by  his  medals  that  he  replaced  in  the 
i  Labarum 
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Labarum  *  the  monogram  of  Jefus  Chrift.  Not 
content  with  having  thus  declared  that  Chriftianity 
was  the  religion  of  the  empire,  he  formally  de- 
clared by  a  letter  |,  which  he  wrote  to  the  gover- 
nors 

*  The  principal  ftandard  which  difplayed  the  triumph 
of  the  crofs  was  ftyled  the  Labarum,  or  Laborum,  an  ob- 
Icure  though  celebrated  name,  which  has  been  vainly  de- 
rived from  almeft  all  the  languages  of  the  world.  It  is  de- 
fcribed  as  a  long  pike  interfered  by  a  tranfverfal  beam. 
The  filken  veil,  which  hung  down  from  the  beam,  was  cu- 
rioufly  envvrought  with  the  images  of  the  reigning  mo- 
narch and  his  children.  The  fummit  of  the  pike  fupported 
a  crown  of  gold,  which  inclofed  the  myfterious  mo- 
nogram, at  once  expreffive  of  the  figure  of  the  crofs, 
and  the  initial  letters  of  the  name  of  Chrift.  The  fafety 
of  the  Laborum  was  entrufted  to  fifty  guards  of  approved 
valour  and  fidelity.  GIBBON. 

Julian  had  replaced  in  the  ftandards  the  antient  Latin 
letters,  S.  P.  Q..  R. 

\  This  letter,  mentioned  by  Sozomen,  is,  I  fancy,  the 
very  law  of  which  Themiftius  gives  the  elogium.  He  fays, 
plainly  enough,  that  this  law  was  the  firft  of  thofe  of 
Jovian;  and  Sozomen  aflerts,  that  Jovian  did  not. defer  a 
moment  (H&»  /xtto^aj)  to  write  to  the  generals  of  the  pro- 
vinces. It  is  probable,  that  the  law  contained  two  heads. 
The  Emperor  there  declared,  firft,  that  the  Chriftian  re- 
ligion was  that  of  the  flate,  &c.  Secondly,  that  he  did 
not  pretend  to  deprive  any  one  of  the  liberty  of  following 
and  exercifing  any  other,  &c.  The  Pagan  philofopher 
dwells  only  on  the  fecond  head,  which  was  advantageous 
to  the  Pagans  :  the  ecclefiaftical  hiftorian  mentions  only  the 
firft,  which  favoured  the  Chriftians.  Each  of  them  com- 
ments in  his  own  way  on  the  article  which  interefts  him, 
and  gives  it  too  much  latitude.  In  reading  Themiftius, 
one  would  think  that  Jovian  had  put  all  religions  on  the 
fame  level  ;  but  Sozomen,  whofe  text  I  am  far  from  Clri  'er- 
Handing  rigoroufly,  fays,  that  this  prince  declared  Chrifti- 
anity the  only  religion  of  his  fuhje&s.  M.  de  TillemoBt  ci:ci 
not  know  how  to  reconcile  the  law  that  Themiftius  iiient:.»ns 
Y  4  w.th 
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nors   of  the  provinces,  all  Pagans  no  doubt,  as 
they  had  been  put  or  left  in  place  by  Julian  ;  en- 
joining them  to  act  fo  that  the  Chriftians  might 
affetnble  in  the  churches :  for  in  feveral  places  they 
had  either  been  deflroyed  or  converted  to  profane 
ufes.     He  recalled  all  who  had  been  baniflied  on 
account   of   religion,  reftored  to  the  clergy,    to 
virgins,  and  to  widows  the  privileges  granted  by 
the  Chriilian  Emperors,  and  re-eftabli(hed  the  dif- 
tribution   of  corn   which   the  demefne  allowed  to 
every  church  for  the  fubfiftence  of  widows  and 
orphans.     The   famine   which   then   afHicled  the 
empire  obliged  him  to  reduce  to  one-third    that 
pious  donation  of  Conflantine ;  but  he  promifed  to 
give  the  remainder  at  the  firft  return  of  plenty. 

He  made  alfo  a  law,  which  we  ftill  have;  ad« 
drefifed  to  Salluft  the  Second,  Pnefeft  of  the  prae- 
torium  of  the  Eaft,  denouncing  capital  pnnifliment 
to  thofe  who  fliould  dare  to  fteal  away,  or  even 
folicit  in  marriage,  the  virgins  confecrated  to  God  *. 

Thefe 

with  that  referred  to  by  Sozomen.  I  flatter  myfelf  that 
this  learned  writer  would  have  approved  the  method  of 
agreement  here  propofed.  B. 

The  Abbe  de  la  Bleterie  judicioufly  remarks,  that  Sozo- 
men has  forgot  the  general  toleration,  and  Themiftius  the 
eftablimment  of  the  Catholic  religion.  Each  of  them 
turned  away  from  the  objeft  which  he  difliked,  and  vviflied 
to  fupprefs  the  part  of  the  edift  the  leaft  honourable,  in  his 
opinion,  to  the  Emperor  Jovian.  GIBBON. 

*  The  following  are  the  very  terms  of  the  law.  Imp. 
Jovianus  A.  ad  fecundum  P,  P,  Si  yvs,  non  dicam  raj>ere,fed  vel 

atten- 
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Thefe  fcandalous  marriages  had  grown  common 
under  Julian.  To  accomplifh  them,  fome  had  em- 
ployed violence,  and  others  fedu&ion.  An  officer, 
named  Magnus,  the  fame  who  was,  under  Valens, 
and  perhaps  from  the  time  of  Julian,  treafurer  of 
the  Emperor's  houfoold  *,  had  burned,  by  his  pri- 
vate authority,  the  church  of  Beryta  in  Phoenicia. 
Ecclefiaftical  hiftory  reprefents  Count  Magnus  f  as 

unprin- 

attentare,  matrimonii  jungendi  caufa,  Jacratas  virgines  vel  in- 
vitas  aufus  fuerit,  capitaii  fentcntia  feriatur.  Dat.  XL  Kal. 
Mar.  Antiochia,  Joviano  A.  ft  Varroniano  Cofs.  In  (lead  of 
invitas,  we  fliould  perhaps  read  invitare.  Sozomen  feems 
to  have  read  intueri,  as  he  tranflates  the  Latin  word  by 
thefe  ;  ajtoX«$-w?  crpcreXfTrsila,  impudic'e  afpicicntem.  There  is 
no  probability  that  this  was  the  fenfe.  The  date  of  this 
law  is  alfo  falfe,  like  a  number  of  others.  Jovian  did  not 
take  the  confulfhip  till  a  month  at  fooneft  after  his  leaving 
Antioch;  and,  befides,  he  was  no  longer  in  this  world  on 
the  i gth  of  February,  364,  as  he  died  between  the  i6th 
and  i ;th  of  that  month.  B. 

The  new  law  which  condemned  the  rape  or  marriage  of 
nuns,  is  exaggerated  by  Sozomen  ;  who  fuppoies  that  an 
amorous  glance,  the  adultery  "of  the  heart,  was  punifhcd 
with  death  by  the  evangelic  legiflator.  GIBBON. 

*  Thus,  I  think,  Comes  largitionum  comitatenjium  fliould  be 
tranflated.  B. 

f  It  was  he  who,  in  the  time  of  Valens  and  of  the  go- 
vernor Palladius,  perfecuted  by  an  inferior  order  the  Ca- 
tholics of  Alexandria,  to  oblige  them  to  receive  the  bifhop 
Lucius.  Having  caufed  nineteen,  as  well  priefts  as  deacons, 
to  be  apprehended  and  brought  before  his  tribunal,  fome 
of  whom  were  more  than  fourfcore  years  of  age,  he  laid 
to  them,  "  Embrace,  wretches,  embrace  the  opinion  of 
**  the  Arians.  If  your  religion  be  true,  God  will  pardon 
"  you  for  having  yielded  to  heceffity.  You  will  pleale  the 
*'  moft  clement,  auguft  Valens."  After  having  put  them 
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unprincipled,  a  flave  to  the  court,  ardent  to  diflin- 
guifli  hirafelf  in  all  perfecutions,  and  committing 
with  the  bafenefs  of  a  fubaltern  fome  crimes  of 
fupererogation.  He  was  very  near  being  beheaded 
by  Jovian.  Powerful  interceflions  obtained  his 
pardon  ;  but  he  was  condemned  to  re-build  the 
church  of  Beryta  at  his  own  expence. 

Athanafms,  the  perfonal  object  of  the  hatred 
and  perfecution  of  Julian,  hearing  of  the  death  of 
that  prince,  had  on  a  fudden  re- appeared  in  the 
midft  of  his  people,  who  were  agreeably  furprifed. 
As  the  orders  of  Julian  had  not  then  been  re- 
voked, a  Pagan  or  an  Arian  might  have  made  an 
attempt  on  the  perfon  of  the  holy  prelate.  How 
was  it  known  whether  the  new  Emperor  would  not 
be  difpleafed  that  Athanafms  fliould  fliew  himfelf 
publickly  in  Alexandria,  without  the  leave  of  the 
fame  authority  which  had  banifhed  him  from  all 
JEgypt  ?  But  his  fears  were  immediately  difpelled 
by  a  letter  from  Jovian,  conceived  in  thefe  terms : 
"  To  the  moft  religious  friend  of  God,  Athanafms, 
"  Jovian.  As  we  admire  beyond  all  expreffion  the 
"  fancYity  of  your  life,  in  which  fhine  forth  the 

in  prifon,  and  caufed  them  to  be  fcourged  and  tormented, 
he  banifaed  them  into  an  idolatrous  country,  made  them 
fet  out  immediately,  urging  them  himfelf,  iword  in  hand, 
without  giving  them  time  to  take  necefiarie's,  without  wait- 
ing till  the  lea  became  calm,  without  being  moved  by  the 
cries  and  tears  of  the  whole  Catholic  people.  Epiftola  Petri 
Mt xandrini  apud  Tleoaoret,  1.  iv.  22.  B. 

"  marks 
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"  marks  of  refemblance  to  the  God  of  the  uni- 
"  verfe  *,  and  your  zeal  for  Jefus  Chrift  our  Sa- 
*'  viour,  we  take  you  now  under  our  protection, 
«<  moft  refpectable  biihop.    You  deferve  it  by  that 
tf  courage  which  has  made  you  reckon  as  nothing 
"  the  moft  painful  labours,  and  regard  as  an  ob- 
"  jedt  of  contempt  the  rage  of  perfecutors  and 
"  menacing  fwords.     Holding  in  your  hand  the 
"  helm  of  faith,  which  is  fo  dear  to  you,  you  ceafe 
"  not  to  combat  for  the  truth,  nor  to  edify  the 
"  Chriftian  people  who  find   in   you   the  perfect 
"  model  of  all  virtues.     For  thefe  caufes,   we  re- 
"  call  you  immediately,  and  we  order  you  to  return, 
"  to  teach  the  doctrine  of  falvation.  Return  there- 
"  fore  to  the  holy  churches ;  feed  the  people  of  his 
"  God.     Let  the  paftor,  at  the  head  of  the  flock, 
"  offer  up  prayers  for  our  perfon  :  for  we  are  per- 
"  fuaded  that  God  will  diffufe  on  us,  and  on  thofe 
"  who  are  Chriftians  like  us,  his  moft  fignal  favours, 
"  if  you  grant  us  the  affiftance  of  your  prayers." 

It  appears  by  the  order  contained  in  this  letter, 
that  the  Emperor  was  ignorant,  or  chofe  to  be 
ignorant,  that  Athanafius  had  refumed  the  public 
exercife  of  his  functions  + .  Be  that  as  it  may, 

*  The  word  "  celeftial"  faintly  exprefles  the  impious 
and  extravagant  flattery  of  the  Emperor  to  the  archbifliop, 
•njj  Tp^  TOV  ©joy  TUV  eXwv  opotvo-i-j:;.  GiBBON. 

f  He  might  be  ignorant  of  it ;  for  St.  Gregory  of  Na- 
zianus  fays,  that  the  order  for  the  recall  of  Athanafius  was 
difpatched  the  $rft  of  all.  Greg,  Naz.  or.  xxi,  B. 

Jovian 
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Jovian  wrote  to  him  again,  to  afk  iriftruftion  of  him 
as  to  the  tenets  which  were  then  the  fubjeft  of 
difputes.  Not  that  he  was  not  a  confirmed  catholic. 
The  letter  juft  quoted  would  alone  prove  it  *  ; 
and,  befides,  thus  to  confult  the  great  Athanafius, 
the  man  of  the  church  and  the  bulwark  of  the 
faith,  was  loudly  to  declare  himfelf  for  the  do&rine 
of  Nice.  But  not  to  mention  the  difpute  which 
tad  been  raifed  concerning  the  divinity  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  the  Arians,  by  their  fophifms  and  captious 
formularies,  fame  of  which  were  rather  infufE- 
cient  than  erroneous,  had  introduced  into  a  con- 
troverfy,  fimple  in  itfelf,  more  difficulties  than 
were  neceffary  to  embarrafs  a  foldier  like  Jovian. 
Thinking  himfelf  then  obliged  by  the  ftate  to 
Jabour  on  the  great  work  of  the  re-union  of  Chrif- 
tians,  and  refolved  to  employ  only  perfuafion,  he 
had  need  of  fome  palpable  but  decifive  and  keen 
arguments  to  convince  the  fefhries,  without  en- 
tering into  thorny  difcuffions,  which  would  have 
been  above  his  reach,  and  in  one  fenfe  beneath  his 
dignity, 

Athanafius  entered  fully  into  his  views;  con- 
Tened  fome  intelligent  bimops,  and  anfwered  him 

*  Theodoret  (1.  iy.  c.  2.)  fays,  that  he  ordered  thofe, 
who  had  adhered  to  the  faith  of  Nice  in  its  purity,  to  be 
put  in  poffciTion  of  the  churches.  If  that  be  true,  the 
order  was  net  rigoroufly  executed.  It  appears,  however, 
that  Jovian  gave  a  church  new-built  to  the  Catholics  of 
Antioch  (of  the  communion  of  St.  Mcletius)  ;  which  feems 
to  prove  that  under  Julian  the  Chriftians  might  build 
churches.  E. 

in 
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in  the  name  of  the  whole  patriarchate  of  Alexan- 
dria. After  congratulating  the  Emperor  on  the  care 
which  he  took  to  inform  himfelf  of  the  truth  *,  the 
holy  teacher  proves  that  he  muft  attach  himfelf  to 
the  faith  of  Nice.  It  is  the  faith  of  the  Apoftiesand 
martyrs.  They  were  in  pofleflion  of  that  doctrine 
when  Arius  came  to  fow  his  errors.  All  the 
churches  have  received,  and  ftill  receife,  the  de- 
cifion  of  Nice;  the  fmall  number  of  Arians  that 
oppofe  it  cannot  form  a  prejudice  againft  the  reft  f 

of 

*  We  have  this  letter  in  the  Hiftory  of  Theodoret,  and 
among  the  works  of  Athanafuis.  In  the  letter,  as  it  is 
quoted  by  Theodoret,  is  a  half  phrafe  in  which  Athanafiu* 
leems  to  promife  Jovian  a  long  and  tranquil  reign,  as  the 
reward  of  his  deflre  to  be  inftructed  in  heavenly  truths  : 


44  you  will  govern  the  empire  many  years  in  peace." 

As  Jovian  reigned  a  very  fhort  time,  Baronius  imagines, 
that  thefe  words  are  an  addition  of  ibme  Arian,  who  was 
willing  to  make  Athanalius  pafs  for  a  fa  He  prophet  ;  but 
in  authors  who  are  not  inlpired  fuch  ibrt  of  expreff  ;m 
ought  to  be  regarded  as  wifhes,  and  not  as  promiies,  rr.ucti 
lefs  as  prophelies.  B. 

Before  his  departure  from  Antioch  f,  he  aflured  Jovian 
that  his  orthodox  devotion  would  be  rewarded  with  a 
long  and  peaceful  reign,  Athanafuis  had  reafon  to  hope, 
that  he  fhould  be  allowed  either  the  merit  of  a  fuccefsfuf 
predidion,  or  the  exci.k  of  a  grateful,  though  ineffeftual, 
prayer.  In  fome  MS3.  this  indiicreet  prcmile  is  omitted; 
perhaps  by  the  Catholics,  jealous  of  the  prophetic  fame 
of  their  leader.  ' 

f     £*U^U(P<»  Tfc7X*>80-|»   «»  *«1«   TOTTOI   EXKXr,5-<»»    . 

TUf    1»  AfHW  <ppo»B»1^   .    .   .    xxv    T.»i«    avii-.f/MC-i    rtttlr, 
hi*f\»t   s-goxp»^a  wo»e.»  n-awi   TO  OIM^OU.      **   All    the 

*'  every  where  agree  ...  a  few  excepted,  who  embrace 

$  This  letter  was  rither  previoui  to  his  coir.irj  to  Aatiocb,  and  i.icUci 
•cta!:eaed  :;.  Seep.  354. 

«'  the 
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of  the  world.  At  length  Athanafius,  willing  to 
guard  Jovian  againft  the  herefy  of  Macedonius, 
obferves,  that  the  fame  council  of  Nice  has  fufEci- 
ently  eftablifhed  the  confubftantiality  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  by  faying,  that  it  is  "  glorified  with  the  Fa- 
"  ther  and  the  Son.'*  Thus  this  able  divine  adapts 
himfelf  to  the  neceflity  and  capacity  of  the  prince, 
and  does  not  omit  to  fupply  him  with  peremptory 
arguments,  drawn  from  prefcription,  and  the  confent 
of  the  churches  as  to  a  formal  and  determined  tenet. 
The  Emperor  was  fo  well  fatisfied  with  the  letter 
of  Athanafius,  that  he  wilhed  to  converfe  with  him, 
and  ordered  him  to  repair  to  Antioch.  The  holy 
bifhop  obeyed  the  more  willingly,  as  he  had  already 
refolved  to  go  to  court  ;  not  from  tafte  (for  no 
bi(hop  was  ever  lefs  a  courtier),  but  for  the  interefts 

«*  the  opinion  of  Arius  *,  and  though  fome  contradict  this 
*'  faith,  we  know  that  they  cannot  prejudice  the  whole 
«•  world."  Athanafius,  by  reducing  the  Arians  to  fo  fmall 
a  number,  feems  to  differ  from  the  common  opinion  ;  but 
it  muft  be  obferved,  I.  That  the  bifhops  who  had  fub- 
fcribed  to  the  council  of  Rimini,  had  recovered  their  fall 
after  the  death  of  Conftantius.  2.  At  the  very  time  when 
herefy  feemed  to  prevail,  many  of  thofe  who  received  the 
forms  propofed  by  the  Arians,  received  them  in  a  Catholic 
fenfe.  3.  As  the  moft  determined  of  the  Arians  did  not 
fcruple  to  fay,  that  Jefus  Chrift  is  God,  the  Ch'riftian 
people,  who  knew  only  the  Supreme  God,  underfrood  that 
Jefus  Chrift  was  the  only  and  fame  God  with  his  Father, 
and  underftood  in  a  good  fenfe  the  ambiguous  expreifions 
with  which  the  error  was  envelopped.  This  occasioned  the 
faying  of  a  father  of  that  time  :  "  The  ears  of  the  people 
**  are  more  holy  than  the  hearts  of  the  priefts."  B. 

*  This  aflertioo  was  verified  in  the  fpace  of  thirty  or  forty  years. 

GIBBON. 

Of 
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of  the  church,  and  from  deference  to  the  advice  of 
his  intimate  friends.  However  advantageous  his 
reputation  was,  he  always  gained  by  a  perfonal 
acquaintance.  Jovian  liked  him  extremely,  and 
gave  him  his  confidence.  It  is  honourable  for 
that  prince  to  have  placed  it  fo  well.  Athanafius 
was  the  greateft  man  of  his  age  ;  and  perhaps, 
taken  all  together,  the  church  has  never  had  a 
greater.  God,  who  deflined  him  to  combat  the  moll 
dreadful  of  herefies,  armed  at  once  with  the 
fubtleties  of  logic  and  the  power  of  the  Emperors, 
had  endued  him  with  all  the  gifts  of  nature  and  of 
grace,  which  could  render  him  proper  to  fill  that 
high  destination. 

He  had  a  juft,  quick,  and  penetrating  mind  ;  a 
generous  and  difinterefted  heart ;  cool  courage,  and, 
it  may  be  faid,  uniform  heroifm,  always  the  fame, 
without  impetuofity  or  extravagance;  lively  faith  ; 
unbounded  charity;  profound  humility,  a  chrif- 
tianity,  ftrong,  fimple,  and  noble,  like  the  gofpel; 
a  natural  eloquence,  abounding  with  penetrating 
flrokes,  ftrong  in  fubftance,  going  directly  to  the 
point,  and  of  rare  precihon  in  the  Greek  writers 
of  that  time.  The  aufterity  of  his  life  rendered* 
his  virtue  refpe&able ;  the  gentlenefs  of  his  manners 
made  him  beloved.  The  calmnefs  and  fercnity  of 
his  foul  were  painted  on  his  face.  Though  he 
had  not  an  advantageous  perfon  *,  his  external  ap- 
pearance had  fomewhat  majeftic  and  finking.  He 

*  See  note  *.  p.  141, 

was 
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was  not  ignorant  of  the  profane  fciences,  but  he 
avoided  making  a  parade  of  them.  Skilled  in  the 
letter  of  the  fcriptures,  he  alfo  pofleiTed  their 
fpirit.  Neither  Greeks,  nor  Romans,  ever  loved 
their  country  fo  much  as  Athanafrus  loved  the 
church,  whofe  interefts  were  always  infeparablc 
from  his.  Long  experience  had  inured  him  to  eccle- 
fiaflical  affairs.  Adverfity,  which  enlarges  and 
refines  when  it  does  not  crufh  the  genius,  had 
given  him  admirable  penetration  to  difcover  re- 
fources,  even  human,  when  every  thing  feemed 
defperate*  Threatened  with  exile  when  he  was  in 
his  fee,  and  with  death  when  he  was  exiled,  he 
flruggled  for  near  fifty  years  againft  a  league  of 
men  fubtle  in  arguments,  profound  in  intrigues, 
acute  courtiers,  matters  of  the  prince,  arbiters"  of 
favour  and  difgrace,  indefatigable  calumniators, 
barbarous  perfecutors.  He  difconcerted,  confound- 
ed, and  always  efcaped  them,  without  giving  them 
the  confolation  of  feeing  him  make  one  falfe  ftep;  he 
made  them  tremble  even  when  he  was  flying  before 
them,  and  when  he  was  buried  alive  in  the  tomb  of 
his  father  *.  He  read  hearts  and  futurity.  Some 
Catholics  were  perfuaded  that  God  revealed  to  him 
the  defigns  of  his  enemies ;  the  Arians  accufed  him 
of  magic ;  and  the  Pagans  pretended  that  he  was 

*  Under  Valens  he  concealed  himfelf  in  the  fepulchre 
bf  his  father,  and  remained  there  four  months.  Among 
the  ancients,  particularly  in  ./Egypt,  fepulchres  were  build- 
ings in  the  open  country,  fo  confiderable  that  there  were 
apartments  in  them.  M.  Fleury,  [.  xvi.  10.  B. 

verfed 
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verfed  in  the  fcience  of  auguries,  and  that  he  u^> 
derftood  the  language  of  the  birds  * ;  fo  true  it  is 
that  his  prudence  was  a  kind  of  divination.  No 
one  difcerned  better  than  he  the  feafons  to  difclofe 
or  to  conceal  himfelf;  thofe  of  fpeech  or  filence ; 
of  action  or  repofe.  He  knew  how  to  fix  the  in- 
conftancy  of  the  people  (the  Alexandrians,  which 
is  faying  all),  to  find  a  new  country  in  the  places 
of  his  exile,  and  the  fame  credit  at  the  extremity 
of  Gaul,  in  the  city  of  Treves,  as  in  JEgypt,  and 
the  very  bofom  of  Alexandria;  to  keep  up  cor- 
refpondences;' to  procure  protections;  to  unite 
the  orthodox;  to  encourage  the  mod  timid;  of 
a  weak  friend  never  to  make  an  enemy;  to  ex" 
cufe  weakneffes  with  a  charity  and  goodnefs  of 
heart,  which  (hewed,  that,  if  he  condemned  ri- 
gorous methods  in  matters  of  religion,  it  was 
leis  from  intereft  than  principle  and  chara&er. 

*  This  we  learn  from  Ammianus :  "  It  was  faid,  that 
44  being  thoroughly  Ikilled  in  foothfaying,  and  in  what 
"  was  portended  by  augural  birds,  he  fometimes  foretold 
*'  future  events."  It  is  related  on  this  fubjecl,  that  as 
Athanafius  was  paffing  through  the  flreets  of  Alexandria 
on  the  eve  of  a  feftival  which  the  Pagans  were  to  celebrate 
with  great  feftivity,  a  raven  was  heard  to  croak.  *'  What 
"  fays  that  bird  ?"  exclaimed  the  Pagan  populace.  Atha- 
nalius  anfwered  fmiling,  "  He  fays,  eras"  (which  fignifici 
in  the  Ronr.an  language,  "  to-morrow),"  **  and  declares  to 
•*  you  that  the  Emperor  of  the  Romans  forbids  you  to  ce'.e- 
"  brate  your  feftival."  On  the  morning  after,  the  pf  )- 
hibition  of  the  Emperor  did  not  fail  to  arrive.  SOZOMEN.  B. 

A  prophecy,  or  rather  a  joke,  is  related  by  S^zome'i, 
(1.  iv.  c.  10.)  which  evidently  proves,  if  the  crows  fpeak 
Latin,  that  Athanatius  underilood  their  language.  GIBBOW. 

.  II.  Z  Julian, 
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Julian,  who  did  not  perfecute  the  other  bifhops, 
at  leaft  openly,  confidered  the  taking  away  his 
life  as  a  piece  of  great  policy,  thinking  that, 
the  fate  of  Chriftianity  was  attached  to  that  of 
Athanafms.  This  honourable  diftin&ion  feemed 
to  have  completed  the  glory  of  the  holy  bilhop, 
when  he  repaired  to  Jovian.  He  was  then  about 
feventy  years  old  ;  but  his  career  was  not  ready  to 
clofe.  After  having  made  him  triumph  over  three 
former  Emperors  *,  God  deflined  him  to  gain 
other  victories  over  Valens  f. 

We  are  ignorant  of  the  particulars  of  the  ad- 
vice which  Athanafius  gave  to  Jovian  ;  but  we 
may  be  certain,  that  he  confirmed  him  in  the  de- 
fign  of  labouring  only  in  a  Chriftian  manner  to  re- 
unite Chriftians ;  and  that  he  made  him  under- 
ftand  that  it  was  previoufly  neceffary  to  infpire  all 
parties  with  principles  of  kindnefs ;  to  teach  them 
to  bear  with  one  another ;  to  defire  and  to  feek 
peace,  till  it  mould  pleaie  God  to  accomplish  it.  At 
the  fame  time  he  difclofed  to  him  the  fnares  of  the 
fe&aries,  fome  of  whom  at  leaft  had  formed  pro- 
je&s  of  conquefl:  on  a  prince  who  was  not  fuffi- 
ciently  inftru&ed  in  theological  matters  to  diftin- 

*  That  is,  of  Conftantine  (in  the  latter  years  of  his 
reign  deceived  by  the  Arians),  Conftantius,  and  Julian.  B. 

f  The  Janfenifts  have  often  compared  Athanafius  and 
Arnauld,  and  have  expatiated  with  pleafure  on  the  faith, 
and  zeal,  the  merit  and  exile,  of  thofe  celebrated  doctors. 
This  concealed  parallel  is  very  dcxteroufly  managed  by  the 
Abbe  de  la  Eleterie.  GIBBON. 
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guifti  by  himfelf  what  characlerifes  error,  when  it 
borrows  the  features  of  truth. 

Arrian  and  Candidus,  pure  Arians,  ordained 
blfhops  by  the  famous  -ZEtius  *,  both  relations  of  the 
Emperor,  were  gone  to  meet  him  at  EdefTa  j  and  Jo- 
vian, if  we  may  believe  Philoftorgius,  had,  in  fpeak- 
ing  to  them,  exprefled  a  kind  of  neutrality  which 
might  give  them  fome  hope,  though  hisanfwer  might 
be  only  the  effect  of  his  moderation.  They  had  fol- 
lowed him,  without  doubt,  to  Antioch ;  and  it  is 
alfo  known  that  Euzoi'us,  bifhop  of  that  great  city, 
and  fome  other  Arians,  already  pra<ftifed  upon  the 
eunuchs  of  the  palace,  having  not  forgotten  that, 
by  that  method,  they  had  gained  the  favour  of 
Conftantius,  and  reigned  in  his  name.  All  the 
leaders  of  parties  befieged  Jovian  to  obtain  his  per- 
miffion  to  perfecute  their  enemies.  We  may  judge 
of  their  refpeftive  pretenfions  by  the  petition  of  the 
Macedonians,  who  demanded  to  be  put  into  pof- 
feflion  of  the  churches  which  were  occupied  by 
the  pure  Arians.  The  Emperor  contented  himfelf 
with  replying,  "  I  hate  difputcs :  I  love  and  ho- 
"  nour  thofe  who  have  peaceable  views,  and  who 
"  concur  in  union."  Thefe  words,  proceeding 
from  the  mouth  of  the  fovereign,  and  coming  from 
the  bottom  of  his  heart,  were  an  effe&ual  ftroke, 
and  immediately  chilled  the  warmeft  difpinants. 
They  held  a  council  in  Antioch,  where  the  Ariana 
of  the  party  of  Acaclus  of  Csefarea  in  Palefline 

*  See  Vol.  I.  p.  2.  note  *. 

Z  2  com" 
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communicated  with  Meletiusj  one  of  the  two  Ca- 
tholic bifhops  of  that  city,  and  fubfcribed  to  the 
form  of  Nice.  The  fincerity  of  their  fignature  is 
quertioned  ;  but  if  they  betrayed  their  confcience, 
it  was  not  the  fault  of  Jovian,  who  declared  plainly 
that  he  would  not  conftrain  any  one,  and  who 
faid  it  fincerely.  He  was  not  fo  fuccefsful  in  ter- 
minating the  fchifm  of  the  Catholics  of  Antioch, 
divided  between  Melctius  and  Paulinus.  Fra- 
ternal diffeufions  are  always  the  moft  obftinate. 

Though  Jovian  {hewed  very  great  regard  for 
*  Athanafius,  the  Arians  of  Alexandria,  fupported 
clandestinely  by  Euzoius,  made  fome  attempts 
to  prevent  his  returning  to  his  church.  After  the 
tragical  death  of  their  bifhop,  George  of  Cappa- 
docia,  which  happened  in  the  time  of  Julian  *, 
they  had  caft  their  eyes  on  a  prieft  named  Lucius, 
a  man  of  very  bad  looks,  and  of  a  dill  worfe  cha- 
racter, who  did  not  fail  to  juftify  their  cboice  by 
the  cruelties  which  he  committed  in  the  perfecution 
of  Valens.  The  Arians  of  Alexandria,  for  fome 
reafon  that  is  not  known,  had  not  yet  cauled  him 
to  be  ordained.  They  fent  deputies  to  Jovian,  and 
Lucius  at  their  head;  wifhing  to  have  him  for 
their  bifhop,  or,  at  leaft,  any  other  that  the  Em- 
peror would  give  them  to  the  exclufion  of  Athan- 
afius. The  Catholics  of  Alexandria  fent  deputies 
alib]  on  their  part,  to  oppofe  the  efforts  of  the 
Arians;  the  latter  addrefled  the  Emperor  feveral 

*  Sec  the  IXth  and  Xth  Epiftlef  of  Julian,  p.  17—23. 

limes. 
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times.  We  have  the  original  relation  of  the  dif- 
ferent audiences  which  he  gave  them  *.  It  is  a 
curious  remain  in  many  refpe£h.  Above  all,  Jo- 
vian is  there  feen  drawn  to  the  life :  he  there 
fhews  firranefs,  fenfe,  judgement,  and  equity,  fome- 
thing  blunt  and  military,  a  lively  difpofition,  and, 
if  I  miftake  not,  a  tafte  rather  than  a  talent  for 
raillery.  But  I  am  wrong  to  foreftall  the  reader ; 
let  him  judge  for  himfelf  f. 

[The  Emperors,  who  originally  were  only  ge- 
nerals of  the  army,  were  accuftomed  to  exercife 
with  their  foldiers.  There  was  near  every  city  a 
place  for  exercife,  called,  "  The  field  of  Mars," 
or,  "  The  field.]"  One  day,  when  Jovian  [at- 
tended by  his  guard]  was  going  on  horfeback 
through  the  Roman  gate  to  the  field  of  Mars, 
Lucius,  Berniccus,  and  the  other  [deputies  of 
the]  Arians,  approached  him,  faying,  "  We  beg 
"  your  power,  your  majefly,  your  piety,  to  give 
"  us  audience."  *  Who,  and  whence  are  you?' 
faid  Jovian.  They  anfwered,  "  Sir,  we  are  Chrif- 
"  tians."  *  Whence,  and  of  what  city  ?'  added 
the  Emperor.  "  Of  Alexandria/'  replied  the  Arians, 
'  What  do  you  defire  of  me  r*  faid  the  Emperor. 
"  We  befeech  your  majefty,"  faid  they,  "  to  give 
"  us  a  bifhop."  *  I  have  ordered  Athanafius,'  rc- 

*  Pttitio  Arianorum  ad  Jovian,  inter  ffcra  Atbait.  t.  I. 
>.782.'  B. 

f  I  give  this  account  entire,  having  taken  care  to  inclote 
within  crotches  all  that  is  not  in  the  acts  themfelves,  and 
yet  was  neccffary  to  facilitate  the  underftanding  them. 

Z  3  plied 
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plied  Jovian,  *  to  return  to  his  fee.'  "  Sir,"  faid 
the  Arians,  t(  Athanafius  has  been  banifhed  many 
<f  years  for  crimes  of  which  he  is  not  cleared." 
Then  a  foldier  [a  Catholic,  of  the  Emperor's 
guard]  in  the  tranfport  of  his  zeal,  took  the 
liberty  to  fay,  f  Sir,  give  yourfelf  the  trouble 

*  to   examine  who  are  thefe  people,  and  whence 

*  they  come.      They   are   the   miferable   remains 

*  of  the   faction   of   Cappadocia,    the   agents   of 

*  George,  of  that  villain,    who  defolated  the  city 

*  of  Alexandria,  and  the  whole  world.'     At  thefe 
words,  the  Emperor  fpurred  his  horfe,  and  went 
to  the  field. 

They  prefented  themfelves  a  fecond  time,  and 
faid,  (  We  have  feveral  heads  of  accufation  againft 
1  Athanafius,  which  we  are  able  to  prove.  It  is 
•*  thirty  years  fince  he  was  banilhed  by  Conftan- 

*  tine  and  Conftantius,  of  immortal  memory.     He 
'  has  been  bunimed  lately  by  the  beloved  of  God, 

*  the  moft:  philofophical  *  and  moft  happy  Julian.' 
"  The   accufations  of  ten,  twenty,  thirty   years," 
(aid  the  Emperor,  "  are  obfolete.     Speak  no  more 
*'  to  me  of  Athanafius.     I  know  why  he  was  ac^ 
u  cufed,  and  how  he  was  baniflied." 

[So  firm  an  anfwer  did  not   repulfe  the  Arians. 
They  returned  to  the  charge  a  third  time.]  "  We 

*  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  that  perfons  who  profrfled  . 
Chriflianity,  and,  befides,  were  fpeakir.g  to  a  Chriftian 
Emperor,  fliould  have  been  fo  irreligious,  fo  abfurd,  as  to 
give  Julian  thele  epithets. 

Muft  there  not  have  been  force  interpolation  here  ?      B. 
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"  have,"  faid  they/' "  new  complaints  againfl  Atha- 
"  nafius."  [The  deputies  of  the  Catholics  of  Alex- 
andria beginning,  as  it  feems,  to  fpeak  at  the  fame 
time],  "  Jovian  faid,  '  When  all  fpeak  together,  it 
'  is  impoffible  to  underftand  who  is  in  the  right. 
'  Choofe  two  perfons  on  each  fide  ;  for  I  cannot 
'  anfwer  both  of  you.'  The  Catholics  began.  "  Sir," 
faid  they,  "  thefc  men,  whom  you  fee,  are  the  re- 
**  mains  of  the  deteftable  George,  the  fcourge  of 
"  our  province.  They  do  Dot  fuffer  in  the  cities  any 
"  fenator"  .  .  .  The  Arians  [wifhing  to  cut  fhort  an 
account  which  would  have  covered  them  with  con- 
fufion,  and  perceiving,  befides,  that  Lucius,  a  crea- 
ture of  George,  would  never  be  approved  by  the  Em- 
peror, interrupted  the  Catholics  by  faying],  '  Be  fo 
'  kind,  Sir,  as  to  fet  over  us  whomever  you  pleafe, 
'  except  Athanafius.'  "  I  have  already  told  you,"  re- 
plied the  Emperor,  "  what  concerns  Athanafius  is 
•*  fettled  i" — and  in  an  angry  tone,  he  faid  to  his 
guard  in  Latin,  "  Fcri,feri"  that  is  to  fay,  "  Strike, 
"  ftrike  *."  [The  order,  without  doubt,  was  not 
executed,  as  the  Arians  perfifted.]  '  Sir,'  faid 
they,  '  if  you  fend  back  Athanafius,  our  city  is 
'  ruined  ;  and,  befides,  no  one  aflbciates  with  him/ 
"  I  have,  however,'  faid  Jovian,  "  made  en- 
"  quiries ;  and  I  am  aflured,  that  he  thinks  well, 
"  that  he  is  orthodox,  and  that  he  teaches  found 

*  Jovian  fpoke  Greek  to  the  Alexandrians.  It  is  pro- 
bable that  the  Emperors  always  fpoke  Latin  to  their 
guard.  B. 

Z  4  "  doctrine." 
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'*  doftrine."  '  It  is  true/  replied  the  Arians,  '  that 
*  he  fpcaks  well  ;  but  he  thinks  ill.'     The  Em- 
peror faid,  **  I  require  no  other  teftimony  than  that 
"  which  you  have  given  him.     If  he  thinks  ill,  he 
«*  mud  give  an  account  of  it  to  God.     We  men 
'*  hear  words  ;  God  alone  knows  the  bottom  of  the 
•*  heart."     '  Sir/  faid  the   Arians,  *  allow  us  to 
'  hold  our  affemblics  *.'     "  Ah  !"  replied  Jovian, 
"  what    hinders   you  r"  '  But,  Sir/   added    they, 
*  Athanafius  declares  us  heretics  and  do^matifts. 
*'  His  place  obliges  him,"  laid  Jovian.     "  It  is  the 
'*  duty  of   thofe  who    teach  the   truth."     '  Sir/ 
proceeded  the  Arians,  c  he  has  taken  away  the  lands 
'  of  the  churches  f.'     "  You  would  make  me  bc- 
"  lieve,"    faid   Jovian,  "  that    you    are  brought 
•'  hither  by  other  views  than  thofe  of  the  faich. 
"  Retire,  and  live  in  peace.     Go  to  chnrch  ;  you 
"  have   an  aflembly  to-morrow."    [This  was  on 
a  Saturday,  or  the  eve  of  fome  feftival.]    "  After 
"  the  affembly,  every  one  (hall  fubfcribe  his  pro- 
"  feffion  of  faith.     You  have  here  fome  bi(hops 
"  and  Nemefinus  J.  Athanafius  alfo  is  here.  Thofe 
44  who  are  not  inftrufted  in  the  faith  have  only  to 
"  apply  themfelves  to  him.     I  give  you  to-morrow, 
*'  and  the  day  after.     I  am  now  going  to  the  field 


*   Zuvayi^Oaj, 

f  This  perhaps  is  the   meaning  here  of  the  word    r« 

TIK«»'  B. 

I  This  Nemefinus  is  not  known  ;  he  might  be  an  officer 
employed  by  the  Emperor  to  effectuate  the  re-union.  Under 
Conihmtius  we  find  Nemejianus,  intendant  of  the  finances, 
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"  of  Mars.''  A  lawyer,  a  Cynic  philofopher,  then 
faid  to  Jovian,  '  Sir,  on  account  of  the  bifhop 
'  Athanafius  the  treafurer-gcneral  has  taken  fomc 
'  houfes  from  me.'  Jovian  anfwered  him,  "  If  the 
"  treafarer-general  has  taken  fome  houfes,  is  Atha- 
"  nafius  refponfible  for  it  ?"  Another  lawyer, 
named  Patalas,  then  faid  to  him, '  I  have  a  charge 
«  againft  Athanafius/  "  What  bufmefs,"  faid  the 
Emperor,  "  has  a  Pagan  like  thee  to  trouble  him- 
"  felf  with  Chriftians  ?" 

[During  this  time  Lucius  kept  behind  the  other 
deputies.  The  bad  fituation  in  which  he  faw  his 
affairs  was  likely  to  increafe  the  confufion  which 
his  difadvaritageous  perfon  might  already  have  oc- 
cafioned  in  him.  He  would  have  mingled  in]  the 
crowd  of  the  people  of  Amioch,  who  were  col- 
lefted  round  the  Emperor.  But  fome  feized  him, 
and  having  made  him  advance,  againft  his  will, 
4  See,  Sir,'  faid  they,  '  what  a  fubjeft  they  wifh  to 
'  make  a  bifhop  !'  [It  muft  be  remembered  that 
Athanafius  had  a  countenance  full  of  noblenefs 
and  dignity  *.] 

Neverthelefs  the  fame  Lucius  [depending  per- 
haps on  fome  private  recommendation]  ventured 
to  appear  again  'before  the  Emperor  at  the 
gate  of  the  palace,  and  begged  an  audience. 
Jovian  (lopped,  and  faid  to  him,  '  Lucius,  is  it 
*  thou  to  whom  I  am  fpeaking  ?  How  earned  thou 
4  hither  ?  By  fea  or  by  land  ?'  "  By  fea,  Sir,"  re- 
plied Lucius.  *  May  the  God  of  the  univerfe,  may 
*  See  p.  141,  note. 

«  the 
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'  the  fun  *  and  the  moon,'   faid  the   Emperor, 
'  punifli  the   companions  of  thy  voyage,  for  not 

*  having  thrown  thee  into  the  fea  !  May  the  Jhip 

*  be  eternally  the  fport  of  outrageous  waves,  and 
'  never  arrive  in  port  !'     [Thus  he  delivered  him- 
felf  from  that  odious  man  by  an  ironical  impre- 
cation, in  which  the  learned  editors  of  Athanafius 
difcover  much  witf.     I  queftion  whether  everyone 
difcoyers  as  much  ;  nor  do  I  know  whether  they  will 
not  be  furprifed  at  this  fantailic  affemblage  of  the 
fun  and  moon  with  the  God  of  the  univerfe  in  the 
mouth  of  a  prince  in  other  refpe&s  fo  religious.] 

The  Emperor,  having  learned  that  the  Arian 
cabal  were  ufing  indireft  meafures  at  court,  and 
that  Euzo'ius  had  engaged  Probatius,  the  great 
chamberlain,  and  the  other  eunuchs  of  the  pa- 
lace, to  fpeak  to  him  in  favour  of  the  Arians 
of  Alexandria,  was  enraged  to  fee  that  the  fuc- 
ceffors  of  Eufebius  and  Bardion  J,  who  had  made 
a  traffic  of  the  favours  of  Conftantius,  mould  pre- 
tend to  fucceed  to  their  credit.  He  made  his 
eunuchs  undergo  the  torture  to  difcover  the 
bottom  of  the  intrigue  ;  and  faid,  "  that  he  would 
"  treat  in  the  fame  manner  the  firfl  [of  his  do- 
**  mefticks]  who  (hould  dare  to  folicit  him  againfl 
*4  the  Chriflians."  After  having  begun  the  work 


*  It  is  in  the  Greek  Ko/xrjluj  nXio?,   «*  the  blazing  fun."  B. 
f  See  the  Latin  Life  of  Athanafius,  which  is  prefixed  to 
the  new  edition  ;  et  facetc  quidem.  B. 

*   Eraudion  in  the  French  j  but  in  the  Greek,  BapW. 

of 
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of  re-union,  as  far  as  time  would  permit,  under  the 
eyes  and  direction  of  Athanafius,  he  allowed  him 
to  return  into  ^Egypt,  and  remained  imprefled 
with  efteem  for  his  virtues  and  talents  *. 

With  fuch  zeal  for  the  Chriftian  religion,  Jovian, 
one    would  think,   mud   have  fucceeded  at   An- 
tioch  better  than  his    predeceffbr.     But   the  city 
was    filled    with    Arians,    or    with    perfons    who 
thought   themfelvts    fuch;    and    the    Arian    feels 
deemed  themfclves  perfected  when  they  could  not 
perfecute.     Befides,  the  inhabitants  of  Antioch  re* 
mained  in  pofTcfTion  of  the  faculty  of  defpinng  all 
their  fovereigns,  or  at  leait  of  turning  them  into 
ridicule.     What   prince  could  have  found  favour 
in  their  fight?  They  did  not  fpare  Marcus  Au» 
reiius.     Some  Emperors  had  puniftied  thofe   info- 
lent  people.     Mod  had  connived  at  their  iniuits. 

*  Athanafius  at  the  court  of  Antioch  is  agreeably  re- 
prefented  by  La  Bleterie.  He  tranflates  the  fingular  and 
original  conferences  of  the  Emperor,  the  primate  of  ./Egypt, 
and  the  Arian  deputies.  The  Abbe  is  not  fatisficd  with 
the  coarfe  pleafantry  of  Jovian  ;  but  his  partiality  for  Atha- 
nafius ailumes,  in  his  eyes,  the  character  of  juftice. 

GIEBOX. 

As  foon  as  Athanafius  had  gained  the  confidence,  and 
fecured  the  faith,  of  the  Chriftian  Emperor,  he  returned 
jn  triumph  to  his  diocefe,  and  continued,  with  mature 
countels  and  undiminifhed  vigour,  to  direcl,  ten  years 
longer,  the  ecclefiafticai  government  of  Alexandria,  ALgypt, 
and  the  Catholic  church.  The  true  rera  of  his  death  is 
perplexed  with  fome  difficulties.  But  the  date  (A.  D.  3-3, 
j\lay  2.)  which  feems  the  moft  confident  with  hiitnry  and 
reafon,  is  ratified  by  his  authentic  life  {Majfei  OJfcrvaz.'oni 
^tttcrarie ,  torn.  III.  p.  81.)  Ibid. 

3  Julian 
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Julian  had  lately  revenged  himfelf  with  his  pen. 
But  Antioch  was  a  city  that  was  incorrigible,  was 
reckoned  fucb,  and  abufed  its  reputation.  Jovian 
was  not  well  received.  The  treaty  of  peace,  and 
the  ceffion  of  Nifibis,  furnifhed  the  jokers  with  a 
thoufand  farcaflic  ftrokes.  They  had  ridiculed  Julian 
for  his  beard,  his  diminutive  ftature,  his  temerity. 
As  for  Jovian,  he  was  treated  as  a  fecond  Paris: 
'•  he  has,"  it  was  faid,  "  the  good  looks  and  per- 
'*  fon  of  the  Trojan  prince.  He  has,  like  him, 
"  ruined  his  nation.  O  that  he  had  periihed  in 
"  the  war !  He  fliould  be  fent  back  into  Perfia 
"  to  commence  another  treaty.  His  perfon  was 
"  formed  at  the  expence  of  his  mind.  The  meafure 
"  of  his  ftature  is  that  of  his  folly."  The  walls 
were  covered  with  abufive  bills,  the  ftreets  and 
fquares  were  ftrewed  with  verfes  of  Homer,  applied, 
or  parodied,  in  the  moft  infulting  manner  *.  In 
the  Hippodrome  a  man  of  the  dregs  of  the  people 
made  the  fpe&ators  laugh  by  repeating,  with  a 
loud  voice,  fome  low  jefts  on  the  ftature  of  the 
Emperor  i  and  at  the  idea  of  this  wretch  being  ap- 
prehended, the  people  revolted.  This  fedition 
might  have  had  dreadful  confequences,  if  the 
prefect  Salluft  the  fecond  had  not  quelled  it ;  and 
that  required  all  his  authority. 


*  The  libels  of  Antioch  may  be  admitted  on  very  flight 
tvidence.  GIIBON. 

<  Thefe 
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Thefe  fafts,  though  taken  from  the  fragments 
of  a  Greek  monk  *,  an  hiflorian  little  known,  are 
no  more  than  probable  and  fuitable  to  the  character 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Antioch.  But  what  the 
fame  writer  adds  merits  no  belief.  "  There  was," 
fays  he,  "  in  Antioch,  a  fmall  temple,  of  very 
"  elegant  architecture,  built  by  Hadrian,  in  ho- 
•*  nour  of  his  adoptive  father,  Trajan.  Julian  had 
"  converted  it  to  a  library,  and  entrufted  the  care 
"  of  it  to  the  eunuch  Theophilus.  Jovian,  at  the 
"  mitigation  of  his  wife,  reduced  it  to  aflies,  with 
"  all  the  books  that  it  contained."  But,  what  is 
more  furprifing,  the  author  makes  Jovian  march  to 
this  expedition  at  the  head  of  his  feraglio,  with  a 
torch  in  his  hand  -f,  juft  as  Alexander  formerly, 
with  the  courtefans  of  Greece,  burned  the  palace 
of  Perfepolis. 

I  am  far  from  fufpe&ing  the  Greek  monk  of  in- 
Tenting  fo  ridiculous  a  ftory,  and  of  intentionally 
blackening  Jovian.  He  copied,  without  difcern- 
ment,  fome  enemy  of  that  prince,  Eunapius  per- 
haps, an  hiftorian  very  envenomed  againft  the 
Chriftian  Emperors.  That  the  morals  of  Jovian 

*  John  of  Antioch,  whofe  hiftory  began  with  the  cre- 
ation of  the  world,  and  clofed  with  the  reign  of  Phocas.  B. 

•j-   Aviv*    ttai   TraXAsiHt^aiy     v^ctnlucui*    (i.f\»  ytXwioj    T?I»  vji'c<x.i, 

"  The  harlots  themfelves  with  laughter  lighting  the  pile." 

SUIDAS. 

He  might  he  cdax,  et  vixo  Vencrique  indulgens.  But  I  agree 
with  La  Bleterie  in  rejeding  the  foolifti  report  of  a  Bac- 
chanalian riot  (ap.  Suidam)  celebrated  at  Antioch,  by  the 
Emperor,  his  wfct  and  a  troop  of  concubines.  GIBBON. 

were 
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were  not  very  regular  we  may  believe,  if  we  pleafe, 
on  the  word  of  Ammianus  Marcellinus,  though  ac- 
cording to  the  judicious  reflection  of  Ammianus 
himfelf,  on   the  fubjeft  of  another  Emperor,  the 
malignity,  or  corruption,  of  mankind,  is  accuftoraed 
to  lend  frailties  to  princes  who  have  them  not  *. 
However,  if  Jovian   had  lived  in   a   public    and 
fcandalous  irregularity,  the  Chriftians  would   not 
have  loaded  him  with  praifes  at  a  time  when  no 
one  had  any  thing  more  to  hope  or  fear  from  him. 
The  concurrence  of  the  Emprefs  with  the  miftreifes 
of  the  Emperor  is    alfo  fomething  very  fingular. 
But  by  what  caprice  could   the  wife  of  Jovian, 
Canton,  to  whom  her  father,  Luciilian,  had,  with- 
out doubt,  given  a  Roman  education,  fuitable  to 
the  rank  which  he  himfelf  held  in  the  ftate,  have 
wifhed  to  burn  a  temple,  which  was  no  longer  a 
temple,  but  a  library?  To  annihilate  the  remains 
of  profane  literature  is  a  MulTulman   tafte,  which 
never  prevailed   among   Chriftians,    efpecially    in 
the  fourth  century,  when   the  molt  celebrated  men 
in  the  church  were  at  the  fame  time  the  mod  con- 
terfant  with  the  fciences  of  the  Greeks.    Befides, 
we  fhall  prefently  fee  that  the  wife  of  Jovian  was 
not  then  with  him.     In  fliort,  the  filence  of  Am- 
mianus and  Zofimus  completes  the  deftruftion  of 
this  calumny,  and  even  renders  what  I  have  juil 

*  It  is  fuppofed  that  they  would  do  all  that  they  can 
with  impunity.  Quod  crimcn  etiamfi  non  invent  mallgnitas, 
fingit  in  fummaritm  liccntid  potejlatttmt  B. 

mentioned, 
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mentioned,  of  the  ribaldry  of  Antioch  againft  Jo- 
tian,  in  fome  degree  fufpicious. 

Neither  of  them  fay  a  word  of  what  happened 
during  his  refidence  in  that  city.  Aramianus  con- 
tents himfelf  with  relating  feveral  natural  events 
which  the  Pagan  fuperftition  confidered  as  fatal 
prefages.  The  ftatue  of  Maximian,  placed  in  the 
veftibule  of  the  palace,  loft  on  a  fudden  the 
[brazen]  globe  (a  fymbol  of  the  empire)  which 
it  held  in  its  hand.  A  dreadful  noife  was  heard 
in  the  council-room.  Comets  were  feen  in  the 
day-time  *.  The  Emperor,  too  intelligent  to  be 
alarmed  by  thefe  pretended  figns  of  the  wrath  of 
heaven,  but  filled  with  a  thoufand  anxieties  on  ac- 
count of  the  provinces  of  the  Weft,  of  which  he 
had  received  no  intelligence,  fet  out  with  his  army 
in  the  month  of  December.  Forced  marches,  and 
the  rigour  of  the  feafon,  deftroyed  a  great  number 
of  men  and  horfes. 

At  Tarfus  he  paid  the  laft  duties  to  Julian,  ac- 
cording to  Socrates,  and  gave  him  a  folemn  fu- 
neral. Ammiauus  only  fays,  that  he  ordered  his 

*  Ammianus,  who  is  very  ready  to  difplay  his  erudition, 
here  relates  the  various  fentiments  of  the  ancient  phi- 
lofophers  on  comets,  and  concludes  with  the  opinion  of 
Pythagoras,  which  feems  then  to  have  had  the  preference  : 
*'  that  they  are  ftars,  like  the  reft,  but  that  we  are  igno- 
"  rant  of  their  revolutions,"  Stellas  effc  quafJatn  cateris 
Jimilcs,  quarum  ortus  obitufjue,  quilusjint  temporibui  prajiituttt 
ittmtanif  menlibui  ignorvL  B. 

tomb 
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tomb  to  be  decorated  *.  This  order  was  executed 
under  Valentinian  and  Valens,  with  much  atten- 
tion, on  their  part,  and  even  with  fufficient  mag- 
nificence. To  give  fome  idea  of  it,  it  is  enough 
to  fay,  that  Libanius  was  fatisfied.  Thus  three 
Chriftian  Emperors,  whom  Julian  had  molefted  on 
account  of  their  religion,  concurred  in  granting 
him  that  frivolous  reward  of  his  friv  >lous  virtues, 
or  rather  that  prerogative  annexed  to  the  rank  in 
which  God  had  placed  him  in  the  world.  Hu- 
manity, decorum,  policy,  and  even  religion  autho- 
rifed  their  conduct ;  and  Jovian  did  not  forefee, 
that,  at  the  end  of  twelve  centuries,  his  having  bu- 
ried the  dead,  and  exprefled  fome  regard  for  the 
talents  of  the  man,  the  Emperor,  and  the  nephew 
of  the  great  Conftantine,  would  be  imputed  to  him 
as  a  crime  f . 

Though  we  have  no  inconteftible  proofs  of  the 
apotheofis  of  Julian,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 

*  Zonaras  fays  the  fame  in  thefe  words ;  t$  A"ho%tnt?  h 

n;   Tag<ro»  yiyctu^,    x.ou    TO    juj>nju.a   Ko^nc-a?   rs   laXiavtf  i;ra»r;«." 

«'  Going  from  Antioch  to  Tarfus,  he  honoured  Julian  by 
•'  adorning  his  tomb."  He  alfo  relates  that  the  corpfe  of 
Julian  was  afterwards  removed  from  Tarfus  to  Conitan- 
tinople  :  which  is  confirmed  by  Cedrenus.  VAI.OIS. 

•f  Baronius,  in  his  Annals,  conliders  the  premature  dearh 
of  Jovian  as  the  punimment  of  his  having  commanded  the 
adorning  the  tomb  of  a  wretch  who  defervecl  to  be  thrown 
into  the  highway,  bominit  alioqui  ne  cafpititia  quidem  fcpultura 
dlgni.  B. 

The  Abbe  de  la  Bleterie  handfomely  expofes  the  brutal 
bigotry  of  Baronius,  who  would  have  thrown  Julian  to  the 
dogs.  GIBBON. 

feoatf 
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fenate  of  Rome,  whofe  members  were  flill  almoft 
all  idolaters,  paid  him  an  honour  due  by  right  to 
the  Emperors*  unlefs  a  procefs  was  inflituted  againft 
their  memory.  Even  the  Chriftian  princes  were 
deified.  There  was  no  medium:  they  muft  be 
ranked  among  the  Gods,  or  numbered  among  the 
tyrants.  Many  cities,  in  which  Paganifm  prevailed, 
aflbciated  Julian  with  their  tutelar  deities.  Some 
of  his  credulous  adorers  thought  that  they  per- 
ceived fome  effects  of  his  power  ;  while  it  was  faid 
by  the  Chriftians,  that  the  afhes  of  that  apoftate 
flirred  in  the  tomb.  A  report  was  even  fpread 
that  the  earth,  by  a  violent  fhock,  had  discharged 
them  from  her  boforri.  There,  however^  they  re- 
mained, when,  writing  in  the  reign  of  Theodofius, 
Ammianus  judged  the  city  of  Tarfus  little  worthy 
of  fuch  a  treafure.  This  hiftorian,  a  foldier,  wiftied 
to  have  feen  Julian  on  the  banks  of  the  Tiber 
among  the  firft  Csefars  *  ;  and  Libanius,  entirely 
a  man  of  letters,  would  have  been  better  pleafed 
with  him  in  the  Academy  by  the  fide  of  the  divine 

*  xv.  10.  The  paflage  deferves  to  be  tranfcribed : 
CHJUS  juprema  et  cincres  ...  11011  Cyd/ius  vtJtrt  debzret,  qua?n- 
i)js  gratijfimui  amnis  et  liquieibs  ;  fed  ad  perpctuamla?u  gloriam 
TtSTe  faSlorum  prtetci'Iatnbere  Tibcrist  intcrfecam  wbem  £eternamy 
divorumque  veterum  monumenta  praftringens.  B. 

*'  Whofc  obfequies  and  allies  fliould  not  have  been  feea 
by  the  Cydnus,  though  a  moft  pure  and  limpid  llream, 
but,  to  perpetuate  the  g'ory  of  hia  good  deeds,  fiioulct 
have  been  laved  by  the  Tiber,  which  interfeSs  the 
eternal  city,  and  chills  the  monuments  of  the  ancient 
Gods." 

VOL,  U.  A  a  Plato, 
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Plato  *.  Either  in  the  field  of  Mars,  or  in  the 
Lyceum,  Julian  would  have  been  placed  with  pro- 
priety. On  the  contrary,  he  would  have  been 
remarkably  mifplaced,  if,  as  the  modern  Greeks 
pretend,  he  had  been  afterwards  removed  from 
Tarfus  to  Conftantinople,  and  interred  among  the 
Chriftian  princes  in  the  church  of  the  Holy 
Apoftles.  Who  could  have  made  that  auguft 
temple  fo  ftrange  a  prefent  ?  This  kind  of  di- 
greffion  will,  I  hope,  be  excufed.  To  the  hiftory, 
that  I  am  writing,  nothing  that  relates  to  Julian  is 
foreign. 

Jovian,  continuing  to  make  long  marches,  pafled 
through  Tyana  in  Gappadocia,  where  Procopius, 
the  fecretary  of  ftate,  and  the  tribune  Memoridus, 
who  had  been  difpatched  into  the  Weft,  brought 
him  the  following  intelligence.  Lucillian,  his 
father-in-law,  on  arriving  at  Milan,  had  learned 
that  Malarich,  that  confidential  Frank,  appointed 
by  the  new  Emperor  to  command  the  troops  in 
Gaul,  in  the  room  of  Jovinus,  refufed  to  accept 
that  employment.  Upon  that,  the  Count  had 
fpeedily  palled  the  Alps,  and  repaired  to  Rheims, 
with  Valentinian  and  the  tribune  Seniauchus.  He 

*  Orat.  Parent,  c.  156.  p.  377.  Talox  E^|*!O  pit  TO  vpo  Taf- 
cut  T*);  KiXixiosj  JC^f'cv,  MX*  ^'<*y  SutKiolifOf  TO  Ttjj  Ax«5»i/xi64j  Tr^n-' 
atov  ITXalwio;.  B. 

"  The  fuburb  of  Tarfus  in  Cilicia  received  him  ;  but 
"  he  had  a  greater  right  to  be  buried  in  the  Academy  near 
"  the  tomb  of  Plato." 

The  hiftory  of  princes  does  not  very  frequently  renew  the 

example  of  a  fimilar  competition.    '  GIBBON. 

7  had 
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had  found  Gaul  tranquil  and  fubmiflive  to  Jovian. 
But  without  confidering  that  the  authority  of  his 
fon-in-law  was  not  fufficiently  eltablifhed,  he  un- 
dertook to  proceed  againft  fome  officers  with  a 
premature  feverity.  A  criminal,  apprehenfive  of 
being  puniflied  for  his  mifdemeanours,  fought  an 
afylum  among  fome  troops  of  Batavians  *,  who 
were  probably  quartered  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Rheims.  To  induce  them  to  take  him  under  their 
proteclion,  he  affured  them  that  Jovian  was  only 
an  ufurper  who  had  revolted  againft  Julian  ;  but 
that  Julian  was  living,  and  would  foon  make  that 
rebel  fenfible  of  it,  if  he  had  not  already  ;  and  that 
the  moft  efiential  fervice  which  fubje&s  could  ren- 
der to  their  lawful  fovereign  was  to  exterminate  the 
cmiffaries  of  a  tyrant,  who  came  to  furprife  the 
fidelity  of  the  people,  and  to  engage  them  in  their 
revolt.  This  Roman,  indifcreet  as  he  was,  found 
credit  among  people  that  were  fimple,  and  befides 
affectionate  to  Julian.  They  took  arms,  and  maf- 
facred  Lucillian  and  the  tribune  Seniauchus.  Va- 
lentinian  (who  in  a  few  months  was  to  reign)  owed 
his  life  to  the  care  which  his  hoft  took  to  fecrete 
him.  The  Batavians,  having  foon  difcovered  the 

*  Ammianus  only  fays,  ad  militarla  Jlgna  confugit^  with- 
out mentioning  the  Batavians.  Zofimus  names  them, 
but  extremely  mutilates  all  this  hiftory,  and  places  the 
fcene  at  Sirmium.  It  appears,  however,  by  the  Notltla  of 
the  empire,  that  there  were  Batavians  at  Condren,  in 
the  fecond  Belgic,  of  which  Rheims  was  the  capital.  Pr#- 
fettus  Lat»rum  Batavorttm  Contraginenfium^  Nbviomago  Eelglca 
fecund*,  B. 

A  a  2  impofition, 
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impofition,  returned  to  their  duty.  As,  on  the  re- 
fufal  of  Malarich,  Jovinus  had  retained  the  com- 
mand of  the  troops,  he  difpatched  the  principal 
officers  to  Jovian,  to  allure  him  of  the  fubmiffion  of 
the  army  and  himfeif  *.  Procopius  and  Memo- 
ridus,  accompanied  by  Valenfinian,  proclaimed  the 
approaching  arrival  of  his  deputies. 

The  Emperor,  to  reward  the  zeal  of  Valen- 
tinian,  gave  him  the  fecond  [fchool,  or]  company 
of  targetteers,  of  his  domeftic  guards,  and  fent 
Arinthseus  immediately  with  a  letter  to  Jovinus, 
by  which  he  confirmed  that  general  in  his  pod, 
and  enjoined  him  to  punifh  the  author  of  the  im- 
poiition,  and  to  fend  the  principal  leaders  of  the 
fcdition  to  court,  loaded  with  irons. 

At  the  litde  town  of  Afpuna  f,  in  Galatia,  the 
deputies  from  the  army  of  Gaul  met  Jovian,  who 
having  given  them  a  public  audience  with  extreme 
iatisfaclion,  made  them  prefents,  and  ordered  them 
to  return  immediately  to  their  refpe&ive  employ- 
ments. 

He  entered  Ancyra  J  at  the  end  of  the  month 
of  December;  and  on  the  firft  day  of  January, 
364,  he  there  celebrated  the  folemnity  of  his 
confulfoip.  In  the  room  of  Varronian,  his  father, 

*  The  moderation  of  Jovinus,  mafter-general  of  the 
cavalry,  who  forgave  the  intention  of  his  difgrace,  foon 
appealed  the  tumult,  and  confirmed  the  uncertain  minds 
or  the  loldiers.  GIBBON. 

f  As  he  defcended  from  mount  Taurus.  Ibid. 

I  The  capital  of  Galatia. 

who 
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Who  died  conful  elecl,  he  had  chofen  for  his  col- 
legue  young  Varronian,  his  fon.  He  had  been 
brought  from  Illyricum  to  Ancyra,  where  the  Em- 
peror immediately  conferred  upon  "him  the  title  of 
Nobilijfimus ;  a  title  invented  for  the  brothers  of 
Conftantine,  and  afterwards  given  to  the  fons  of 
the  Emperors  *.  They  quitted  it  only  to  aflume 
that  of  Czefar.  Other  princes  had  often  raifed 
their  fons  to  the  confulfhip  before  the  time  fixed 
by  the  laws ;  but  a  conful  in  the  cradle  had  never 
yet  been  feen.  Jovian  thought  it  a  debt  to  the 
memory  of  his  father  to  fubflitute  to  that  illuftrious 
veteran  an  infant  who  bore  his  name.  After 
all,  this  dignity,  which  was  flill  called  the  fummit 
of  human  grandeur,  had  no  longer  any  functions. 
It  ferved  merely  to  denominate  the  years,  and  to 
perpetuate  the  form  of  the  ancient  government. 
On  the  day  of  the  ceremony,  when  the  young 
prince  was  to  be  placed,  according  to  cuflom,  in 
the  curule  chair,  he  expretfed  by  obftinate  cries  a 
reluftance,  which  feemed  a  bad  omen,  and  which 
was  foon  after  confidered  as  a  kind  of  forefight  f . 

*  The  fame  is  now  the  title  of  our  dukes. 

•f  Cujus  vagstits,  pertinaciter  relutfaiitis,  ne  In  curuli  fellz 
vebtretur  ex  more,  id  quod  max  accidit  portendcbat.  Ammian. 
xxv.  10.  Auguftus,  and  his  fuccelTors,  refpect  fully  Iblicited 
a  difpenfation  of  age  for  the  fons  or  nephews,  whom  they 
raifed  to  the  confulihip.  But  the  curule  chair  of  the  firifc 
.Brutus  had  never  been  dithonoured  by  an  infant.  GIJUBO.V. 

See  p.  290. 

A  a  3  From 


3S8  HISTORY    OF    JOVIAN. 

From  Ancyra  Jovian  repaired  to  Dadaftana,  a 
fmall  city,  or  town,  on  the  frontiers  of  Galatia  and 
Bithynia,  but  which  belonged  to  the  firft  of  thefe 
provinces  *.  There,  if  we  credit  Socrates,  he  re- 
ceived the  deputies  from  the  fenate  of  Conftanti- 
nople,  who  came  to  compliment  him  on  his  con- 
fulfliip.     Themiflius,  the  chief  of  the  deputation, 
there  pronounced,  according  to  the  fame  hiftotian, 
the   panegyric  of  the  Emperor,  in  which  never- 
thelefs  are  obferved  all  the  marks  of  a  difcourfe 
pronounced  the  very  day  that  Jovian  took  pofleffion 
of  the  confular  dignity.     The  piece,  however,  is 
written  with  great  elegance  and  dignity  ;  but,  like 
all  that  comes  from  the  pen  of  Themiflius,  is  rather 
too  much  loaded   with  learned   allufions.      Some 
flrokes    of  flattery   appear   in   it   concerning   the 
election  of  Jovian,  and  on  the  peace  made  with 
Sapor.     The  author  extolls,  with  much  more  juf- 
tice,  the  patronage  with  which  the  prince  honours 
men  of  learning.     The  elogium  principally  turns 
on  his  mildnefs  and  equity  with  regard  to  matters 
of  religion.    The  fame  orator  gives  him  a  commen- 
dation which  is  alone  worth  a  panegyric;  namely, 
that  his  elevation  had  made  no  change  in  his  man- 
ner of  treating  mankind.     He  neither  forgot  nor 
flighted  thofe  who  had  been  his  equals.  He  did  not 
affect  to  make  his  fuperiority  perceived  by  thofe  who 

*  The  Itinerary  of  Antoninus  fixes  Dadaftana  125  Ro- 
man miles  from  Nice,  117  from  Ancyra.  Weflcling,  Itinerar. 
P«  i42»  GIBBON. 

might 
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might  have  made  him  fenfible  of  theirs.  His  friends, 
his  benefactors,  did  not  difcern  the  change  of  his 
fituation,  but  by  the  effects  of  his  gratitude  and 
liberality.  He  collected  at  his  court  the  moft  vir- 
tuous men  in  the  empire  :  he  invited  thither,  he 
attached  to  his  perfon,  thofe  whom  difgrace,  or 
exile,  had  eftranged.  u  There  were  feen,"  accord- 
ing^ to  the  expreflion  of  Themiftius,  **  watching 
"  over  the  fafety  of  his  reign.,  the  vvifeNeftor,  the 
"  free  and  generous  Diomed,  the  Chryfanrus  of  Cy- 
"  rus,  and  the  Artabazus  of  Xerxes."  I  lufpecl  that 
Sallufl  the  fecond  is  the Neilor -,  Valemir.ian  might 
be  the  Diomed.  I  am  not  fufficiently  acquainted 
with  the  court  of  Jovian  to  guefs  the  two  others. 
It  is  not  only  in  modern  times  that  orators,  by 
way  of  being  eloquent  and  figurative,  exprefs 
themfelves  in  a  manner  fometimes  enigmatical  to 
their  contemporaries,  and  almoft  always  unintel- 
ligible to  pofterity. 

The  endowments  of  Jovian,  acknowledged  by 
the  Pagans  themfelves,  his  attention  to  find  ouc 
perfons  of  merit,  and  that  talent,  which  in  a  prince 
may  fupply  the  place  of  all  others,  of  knowing 
mankind,  of  eftimating  their  worth,  and  properly 
employing  them,  announced  to  the  Romans  a  wife 
government.  Some  faults,  which  I  have  not  dif- 
guifed,  he  committed.  Raifed  on  a  fudden  from  a 
(htion  of  little  eminence  to  the  fupreme  power,  to 
which  he  had  never  afpired  even  in  a  dream,  in  a 
manner  dazzled  and  feduced  by  the  fatality  of  cir- 
A  a  4  cumftances, 
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cumftances,  he  made  fome  flips  on  the  moft  rugged 
and  flippery  ground  in  the  world.     But  the  faults 
of  inexperience  and  furprife  often  turn  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  thofe  who   commit  them,  when   they 
have  good  fenfe  and  juft  intentions.    Jovian  was 
young  :  he  might  have  acquired  what  he  wanted. 
Ammianus  could  not  have  had  a  mean  opinion  of 
him,  as,  when  he  reproaches  him  with  fome  vices, 
that  author  prefumes  that  he  might  have  corrected 
them  through  refpeft  to  his  diadem.     Every  thing 
may  be  hoped  from  a  monarch  who  refpe&s  himfelf 
fo  far  as  to  rind  motives  to  become  virtuous  even  in 
independence,  the  ufual  fluinbling-block  of  virtue. 
The  choice,  which  Jovian  made,  of  his  confidents 
and  miniflers,  gives  room  to  believe,  that  he  was 
capable  of  receiving  advice ;  and,  as  it  is  obferved 
by  one  of  the  greateft  men  of  the  lad  age,  "  flates 
*'  are  generally  better  governed  under  a  prince  of 
"  moderate  abilities,  who  knows  how  to  hear  and 
"  follow  good  advice,  than  by  a  fovereign  of  a 
«'  fuperior  genius,  who  is  attached  to  his  under- 
••  (landing,  and  thinks  himfelf  infallible  *." 

The  two  capitals,  the  provinces,  the  armies,  had 
acknowledged  Jovian.  The  church  was  about  to 
enjoy  a  profound  peace  :  the  {hue,  united  within 
itlclf,  hoped  to  repair  its  loffes:  Jovian  feemed 

*  Grotius,  in  his  hiftory  of  the  war  of  the  Netherlands, 
/.  VH.  under  the  year  1598.  Ufu  compertum  .  .  .  mult  a. 
ff£pc  fliliJ>rius  gcfta  Jub  prlnclpe  qitl  aliorum  lene  rcpertis  aurcs 
ujja  couimodaret,  quam  fi  cni  fab'andi  fiducla  contumaclam 
13. 

able 
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able  to  promife  himfelf  a  long  and  glorious  reign. 
Constantinople  was  preparing  to  receive  him  mag- 
nificently, and,  impatient  to  polfefs  him  herfelf, 
conjured  him  to  get  the  ftart  of  the  prince  his  fon. 
Rome,  who  alfo  flattered  herfelf  with  foon  feeing 
the  Emperor,  was  already  ftriking  medals  to  cele- 
brate his  arrival ;  his  wife  was  coming  to  meet 
him  with  the  pomp  of  an  emprefs ;  when,  in  the 
night  between  the  i6th  and  1710  of  February 
[364],  he  was  found  dead  in  his  bed,  after  having  t 
reigned  only  feven  months  and  twenty  days,  This 
was  the  third  Emperor  who  difuppeared  in  lefs  than 
three  years  and  a  half, 

It  is  pretended  that  he  was  fiiffocatcd  by  the 
fumes  of  charcoal  that  was  lighted  in  his  chamber, 
to  warm  it,  and  to  dry  the  walls  which  had  been 
newly  plaiftered  *.  The  danger  to  which  Julian  had 
been  expofed  at  Paris  f,  might  have  put  him  on 
his  guard  againft  a  like  accident.  Others  afcribe 
his  death  to  indigeftion  J,  or  to  the  attack  of  en 
apoplexy.  The  caufe  was  neglected  to  be  afcer- 
tained ;  without  doubt,  becaufe  it  was  thought  na- 
tural :  but  this  very  negligence  made  many  imagine 
it  to  be  the  effect  of  the  wickednefs  of  men.  Am- 

*  See  Ammianus  Eutropius,  who  might  likewife  be  pre- 
Cent,  Jerom,  Orofius,  Sozomen,  Zoiimus,  and  Zonaras.  We 
cannot  expeft  a  perfect  agreement,  and  we  (hall  not  difcufs 
minute  differences.  GIBBON. 

f  See  the  Milbpogon,  Vol.  I.  p.  236. 

J  Occafioned  either  by  the  quantity  of  the  wine,  or  the 
Duality  of  the  mufhrooms,  which  he  had  (wallowed  in  the 
evening.  GIBBON. 
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mianus,  by  faying,  that  "  his  death,  like  that  of 
*f  Scipio  JEmilianus,  was  followed  by  no  enqui- 
^  ries,"  infinuates,  that  he  loft  his  life  by  fomc 
fecret  attack  *.  St.'Chryfoftom  fays  exprefsly, 
that  "  Jovian  was  poifoned  by  his  domeftics." 
Would  the  eunuchs  of  the  palace  have  formed  a  con- 
fpiracy  to  deprive  themfelves  of  a  mafter  who  feemed 
not  to  be  of  a  temper  to  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  go- 
verned, or  were  they  fet  at  work  by  fome  am- 
bitious  man,  fuch  as  Procopius,  who,  neverthelefs, 
did  not  avail  himfelf  of  that  crime  ?  Still  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  the  fufpicion  could  not  fall  on  the  fuc- 
ceffor  of  Jovian.  It  was  not  till  after  having  of- 
fered the  empire  to  Salluft,  born  todefervek,  and 
conftantly  to  refufe  it  -f~  •,  it  was  not  till  after  hav- 
ing caft  their  eyes  on  various  fubjedts,  among  others 
on  Januarius,  a  relation  of  Jovian,  that  the  army 
fuddenly  determined  [Feb.  26^,  in  favour  of  Va- 
Jentinian  J,  who  was  then  abfent  §.  The  Chrif- 

tians 

*  Ammianus,  unmindful  of  his  ufual  candour  and  good 
fenfe,  compares  the  death  of  the  harmlefs  Jovian  to  that 
of  the  fecond  Africanus,  who  had  excited  the  fears  and 
refentment  of  the  popular  faction.  GIBBON. 

f  He  enjoyed  the  glory  of  a  fecond  refufal ;  and  when 
the  virtues  of  the  father  were  alleged  in  favour  of  his  fon, 
the  prasfedT:,  with  the  firmnefs  of  a  difinterefted  patriot, 
declared  to  the  ele&ors,  that  the  feeble  age  of  the  one,  and 
the  unexperienced  youth  of  the  other,  were  equally  in- 
capable of  the  laborious  duties  of  government.  Hid. 

t  Valentinian  was  the  fon  of  Count  Gratian,  a  native 
ef  C&alis,  in  Pannonia,  who,  from  an  obfcure  condition, 
had  railed  hi;nil:li",  by  matchlefs  ftrength  and  dexterity,  to 
the  military  commands  of  Africa  and  Britain  ;  from  which 

he 
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tians  bitterly  lamented  Jovian,  and  thought  that 
God  had  only  (hewn  him  to  the  world,  bccauie  the 
world  was  not  worthy  of  him  *.  A  proof  that  it 
was  not  the  fpirit  of  party  that  can  fed  their  tears 
to  flow,  is  the  good  that  is  faid  of  him  by  the  Pa- 
gans. Valentin ian  and  Valens  did  not  prevent  the 
fenate  of  Rome  from  placing  him  among  the  Gods  f. 
His  corpfe  was  carried  to  Conftantinople  into  the 
church  of  the  Holy  Apoftles  {,  where,  long  after, 
his  tomb  was  feen  among  thole  of  the  other  Au- 
gufti. 

His  wife  furvived  him  feveral  years;  an  inftance 
as  memorable,  but  {till  more  ftriking,  of  the  in- 
fignificance  of  what  is  ftyled  grandeur.  She  had 
loft  in  a  few  months  a  father-in  law,  a  father,  a 
hufband,  of  whofe  elevation  flie  only  heard  to  feel 
more  poignantly  his  lofs.  That  which  is  the  re- 
fource  of  all  other  mothers,  completed  her  unhap- 
pinefs.  She  had  a  fonj  but  a  fon  deprived  of  the 
higheft  hopes,  and  fufpicious  to  the  government. 

he  retired  with  an  ample  fortune  and  fufpicious  integrity. 
The  city  of  Nice  in  Bithynia  was  chofen  for  the  place  of 
election.  Valentinian  affociated  his  brother  Valens  in  the 
empire,  in  one  of  the  fuburbs  of  Conftantinople,  thirty  days 
after  his  own  elevation.  GIBBON. 

§  In  his  quarters  at  Ancyra. 

*  OJlendunt  terris  bunc  tantum  fata}  neque  ultra 

Efie  finunt.  VlRG. 

•}•  This  feems  to  me  the  meaning  of  thefe  words  of  Eu- 
tropius :  Isnignitatc  princlpum  qui  ei  fucceJJtH'unt  inter  Divas 
relatus  eft.  B. 

\  The  fad  proceffion  was  met  on  the  road  by  his  wife 
Charito.  GIBBON, 

The 
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The  empire  was  ele&ive,  and  young  Varronian 
not  having  been  chofen  Cseiar,  had  no  right  to 
pretend  to  it.  Befides,  Jovian  had  not  had  time  to 
ingratiate  many  dependents.  It  was  feared,  how- 
ever, that  Varronian  wouki  fooner  or  later  afpire 
to  the  place  which  his  father  had  rilled.  He  was 
flill  living  in  the  year  380.  A  barbarous  policy 
had  already  deprived  him  of  an  eye ;  and  his 
mother  conflantly  trembled  for  the  life  of  that 
unfortunate  child,  who  had  no  crime  but  that  of 
being  the  fon  of  an  Emperor  *.  She  was,  without 
doubt,  a  Chriflian,  and  no  one  had  ever  more  need 
of  the  folid  confolations  which  Chriflianity  alone  can 
give.  It  is  not  certain  that  Jovian  had  conferred 
on  her  the  title  of  Augujla.  No  medal  of  this 
princefs  now  exifts,  though  thofe  of  Jovian  are  not 
fcarce.  She  was  placed,  after  her  death,  in  the 
tomb  of  her  huiband. 

*  Chryfoftom,  torn.  \.  p.  336.  344.  edit.  Montfaucon.  The- 
Chriftian  orator  attempts  to  comfort  the  widow  by  the  ex- 
amples  of  illuftrtous  misfortunes  ;  and  obferves,  that  "  of 
**  nine  Emperors  (including  the  Caefar  Callus)  who  had 
"  reigned  in  his  time,  only  two  (Conftantine  and  Con- 
*'  ftantius)  died  a  natiiral  dearh."  Such  vague  confolations 
have  never  wiped  away  a  fingle  tear.  GIBEO.V. 
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An  ABSTRACT  of  an  ESSAY, 

By  the  Abbe  de  la  B  L  E  T  E  R  I  E, 

On  the  Rank  and  Power  of  the  ROMAN 
EMPERORS,  in  the  Senate  *. 

From  Le s  Memoir es  de  /'  Academic  des  Sciences  et 
Belles  Lettres,  at  Paris,  torn.  XXIV. 

H  E  objeft  of  this  Memoir  is  to  (hew  the 
error  of  thofe  who  confider  the  imperial  go- 
vernment as  a  monarchy,  and  to  prove  that  it  was 
in  fa£  an  ariflocracy,  the  head  of  which,  inverted 
with  the  power  of  the  civil  and  military  magiftrates, 
the  confuls,  tribunes,  and  generals  of  the  ancient 
republic,  was,  after  all,  only  the  firft  magiftrate ; 
powerful  enough  indeed  to  opprefs  his  country, 
when  willing  to  expofe  himfelf  to  the  rilk  of  acl- 
ing  the  tyrant,  but  alfo  liable  to  be  puniihed  as 
fuch  whenever  (he  could  aflert  her  rights.  With- 
out admitting  this  point,  the  hiftory  of  the  Em- 
perors muft  appear  a  heap  of  the  groffeft  contra- 
ctions, a  confufed  chaos  of  unaccountable  facts 
and  events,  a  downright  fchool  of  fanaticifm  and 
rebellion ;  whereas,  by  adopting  it,  every  obfcu- 
rity  vaniflies,  every  difficulty  is  removed ;  and  we 

*  The  Abbe  de  la  Bleterie  delights  to  purfue  the  veftigea 
of  the  old  conftitution,  and  fometimcs  1'mds  them  in  his 
copious  fancy.  GIBBON. 

are 
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are  no  longer  furprifed  at  feeing  the  fenate  pro- 
ceed judicially  againft  a  Nero,  and  other  fuch 
monfters,  both  before  and  after  their  deaths. 

In  the  fenate  the  Emperor  fat  between  the  two 
Confuls.     His  curule  chair  did  not,  by  any  thing 
that  appears,    differ    in   any   refpeft   from   theirs. 
The  privilege,  granted  to  Caius  *,  of  fitting  on  a 
tribunal  fo  high   that  it  was  impoffible  to   reach 
him,  did  not  defcend  to  his  fucceflbrs.     Neither 
Tiberius  nor  Auguftus  had  ever  any  guards  in  the 
fenate,     Tiberius,  indeed^  in  the  twentieth  year  of 
his  reign,  afked  leave  to  introduce  with  him  Macro, 
Prefect  of  the  Prcetorium,  accompanied  by  a  fmall 
number  of  other  officers  ;  and  the  fenate  permitted 
him  to  bring  in  as  many  military  men  as  he  thought 
proper ;  but  this  conceffion,  of  which  that  prince, 
as  he  never  returned  to  Rome,  never  had  occalion 
to  avail  himfeif,  became  fo  precarious,  as  to  be  re- 
newed for    Caius,  and  then    for  Claudius,    after 
whom   the    Emperors  generally  appeared  in  the 
fenate  with   one    pr  two   Prasfe&s   of   the  Pr«- 
torium. 

The  meetings  of  the  fenate  were  either  ordinary, 
the  number  of  which  was  fixed  to  two  for  every 
month,  or  extraordinary,  being  called,  as  the  exi- 
gence of  affairs  feemed  to  require,  by  the  Conful 
in  poffeffion  of  the  fafces>  the  Praetor,  in  the  ab- 
fence  of  the  Confuls,  or  the  Tribune,  in  certain 

*  Caligula. 

cafes, 
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cafes,  which  it  is  not  eafy  to  determine.  The 
Emperors,  without  being  Confuls  for  the  year,  had 
the  privilege  of  calling  extraordinary  meetings  of 
the  fenate  ;  firft,  as  inverted  with  the  tribunitian 
power ;  fecondly,  by  virtue  of  the  conceflion  made 
to  Auguftus,  A.  U.  C.  732  ;  thirdly,  as  perpetual 
Confuls.  Mod  of  the  Emperors,  when  at  Rome, 
were  prefent  in  the  fenate  ;  and  all,  or  almoft  all. 
of  them,  acknowledged  themfelves  inferior  to  it, 
at  lead  in  fome  refpech.  They  addrefied  it  as 
fuppliants  or  petitioners.  "  I  pray  you,  I  conjure 
"  you,  I  befeech  you,  confcript  Fathers,"  are  their 
common  expreffions.  Some  of  them  ftyle  the  fe- 
nators  their  lords  and  their  patrons ;  others  call 
them  the  princes  of  the  world,  and  give  them  the 
title  of  "  Your  clemency,  your  majefty/'  <kc.  The 
Emperors  chofcn  by  the  army  always  applied  to 
the  fenate  to  confirm  their  election.  But  what 
were  the  prerogatives  of  the  Emperor  in  this  augufl 
aflembly  ? 

Either  the  Emperor  was  Confal  for  the  time 
being,  or  Conful  eleft,  or  neither  the  one  nor  the 
other.  In  quality  of  Conful  'for  the  time  being, 
he  convened  the  fenate,  prefided  in  it,  propofed 
the  affairs  upon  which  it  was  to  deliberate,  col- 
lected the  fuffrages,  and  finally  difmifled  it;  all 
functions  attached  to  the  confular  dignity  ;  but  it 
was  only  alternately  with  the  other  Conful,  his 
collegue,  that  he  performed  them.  For  a  long 
time,  the  Prince,  when  in  the  exercife  of  the  con- 
fular 
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fular  power,  wore  the  fame  kind  of  robes  as  the 
other  Confuls  * ;  which  robes  were  kept  in  the 
capitol,  to  fhew  that  both  one  and  the  other  held 
from  Heaven,  and  their  fellow-citizens,  the  powers 
of  which  thofe  robes  were  the  enfigns  -f-. 

As  Conful- elect,  the  Prince  performed  the  func- 
tions attached  to  that  dignity.  The  Confuls  elect 
gave  their  votes  firfl,  and  it  appears  that  the  Em- 
peror fubmicted  to  this  cuftom.  In  the  early  days 
of  Rome,  the  Confuls  for  the  time  being  never 
gave  their  votes  in  affairs  of  their  own  proposing ; 
and  if  they  fometimes  voted  during  the  Imperial 
goverment,  it  was  never  but  in  matters  which  the 
Emperor  himfelf  had  laid  before  the  fenate* 

The  Emperor  feldom  prefided  in  the  fenate, 
though  actually  prefent,  unlefs  invefted  with  the 
ordinary  confular  dignity.  This  the  Abbe  de  la 
Bleterie  proves  by  a  pafiage  in  Pliny  the  younger, 
who,  fpeaking  of  Marcus  Prifcus,  lays,  that  Tra- 
jan then  prefided  in  the  fenate,  "  for  he  was 
"  Conful."  The  Prince  was  often  prefent  only  in 
quality  of  fenator.  We  read  that  feveral  Emperors 
reckoned  it  an  honour  to  be  members  of  the  Senate,, 
and  to  pay  the  tax  called  gleb*  fwatori*  praftatio. 

*  That  drefs  was  a  robe  of  purple,  embroidered  with 
filk  and  gold,  and  fometimes  ornamented  with  coftly  gems. 

GIBBON. 

f  The  Emperors  themfelves,  who  difdained  the  faint 
fliadow  of  the  republic,  were  confcious  that  they  acquired 
an  addititnal  fplendor  and  majefty  as  often  as  they  allumed 
the  annual  honours  of  the  ccniular  dignity.  Ibid. 

They 
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They  never  left  the  houfe  till  the  Conful  had  dif- 
miffed  the  fenators  in  the  ufual  form,  by  the  words 
"  Nihil  vos  moramur,  Pa  f  res  confcripti"  There 
are  many  inftances  to  prove,  that  the  Emperor 
nfed  to  give  his  opinion  in  the  fenate ;  and  that 
the  Conful  called  upon  him  for  it.  This  is  fuffi- 
cient  to  (hew  the  error  of  Salmafius  and  Murer, 
\vho,  from  the  Emperor's  colle&ing  the  votes,  con- 
cluded, that  he  never  gave  any  himfelf ;  it  being 
an  eftablifhed  cuftom,  that  \vhatever  member  col- 
lected the  votes  never  gave  any  himfelf,  and  the 
prince  was,  befides,  fuperior  to  all  the  other  ma- 
giftrates.  "But,  as  the  prince  did  not  always  pre- 
fide,  neither  did  he  always  collect  the  votes,  nor 
was  he  fuperior  to  the  ftate,  of  which  the  Conful 
was  both  the  organ  and  the  reprefentative,  when, 
as  prefident  of  the  afTembly,  he  called  upon  the 
members  for  their  votes.  Accordingly,  the  fenate 
often  decided  againft  the  opinion  of  the  Emperor, 
2nd  its  decrees  were  always  confidered  as  the  voice 
of  the  ftate.  Sometimes,  it  is  true,  the  will  of 
defpotic  princes  was  blindly  followed  by  the  fena- 
tors ;  but  even  then  the  fenate  deliberated  and 
decided  fovereignly.  On  this  occafion  M.  de  la 
Bleterie  obferves,  that  authors,  in  general,  are  too 
apt  to  exaggerate  the  abufe  which  the  Roman  Em- 
perors made  of  their  authority.  From  the  year  of 
Rome  727,  the  epocha  of  the  lawful  authority 
of  Auguftus,  to  the  firft  year  of  Diocletian,  and 
JJ.  C.  1037,  there  elapfed  310  years.  Now  let 
VOL.  II.  Bb  us, 
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us,  on  the  one  hand,  add  together  the  reigns  of 
all  the  bad  Emperors,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
reigns   of  thofe.  who   were  fometimes   good    and 
fometimes  bad,  and  we  ftiall  not  be  able  to  ma-ve 
out  above  120  years  of  oppreflion  for  the  Romans; 
and  even  in  this  interval  we  (hall  find  proofs  of  the 
Roman  liberty  fubfiiling,  at  leaft  de  jure,  though 
opprefled  de  fafto ;  fo  that  there  remain  190  years, 
during  which  the  government  was  conformable  to 
law,    and   favourable   to   liberty.      This  learned 
Academician  has,    befides,    obferved,  in  order  to 
invalidate  a  faft  related  by  Tertullian,  that  authors 
are  apt  to  infifl  too  much  on  the  flavifli  fubjedtion 
of  the  fenate  to  the  will  of  Tiberius.     That  Em- 
peror, having  received  from  Paleftine  an  account 
of  the  miracles  performed  by  Jefus  Chrift,  wrote 
10  the  fenate  to  propofe  placing  him  among  the 
Gods ;  which  propofal   was  rejected.     It  is  true, 
indeed,  that  the  fenate  was,  at  that  time,  both  the 
inftrument  and  the  vi&im  of  that  Emperor's  cruelty, 
and  that,  therefore,  it  would  not  have  refufed  to 
comply  with  his  defire,  had   he   difcovered   fuch 
earneftnefs  to  have  it  granted  as  might  have  been 
deemed  an  order.     But  the  fenate,  no  doubt,  was 
aware,  that,  in  order  to  amufe  the  people  with  a 
fhadow  of  liberty-,  he  afked,  with  little  earneflnefs, 
what  he  was  not  felicitous  to  have  granted.     Nor 
was  much  refolution  requifite  to  humour  this  gri- 
mace. 

But 
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But  if,  on  the  one  hand,  the  fenare  had  a  right 
to  decide  againft  the  opinion  of  the  Emperor,  the 
Emperor,  on  the  other,  by  virtue  of  his  tribunitian 
power,  had  a  right,  by  his  veto,  to  hinder  the  de- 
cifions  of  the  fenate  from  being  carried  into  exe- 
cution.     Befides,  he    prefided  "  extraordinarily,'* 
without  being  Conful,  by  virtue  of  a  fpecial  con- 
ceffion,    which  conftituted  one  of   the  moft  con- 
fiderable  branches  of  the  Imperial  power.     This 
prerogative  is  known  by  the  name  of  jus  relationis, 
or  "  right  of   propofing  matters  in  the  fenate." 
This  was  primitively  the  ordinary   fun&ion  of  the 
Confuls,  in  the  abfence  of  the  Prsetors,  and,  in 
certain  cafes,  of  the  Tribunes.     When,  in  the  year 
of  Rome   731,  Auguftus  divefted  himfelf  of  the 
ConfuKhjp,    which    he    then    exercifed   for    the 
eleventh  time,  he  likewife  religned  that  confular 
prerogative.     Upon   which,  the  fenate  confirmed 
to  him,  in  perpetuity,  the  tribunitian  power,  with 
the  privilege  of  propofing,  at   every  fitting,  any 
one  fubject  that  he  thought  proper  ;  whereas  the 
Conful  had  an  unlimited  authority  of  propofing 
as  many    as  he   pleafed.     Soon  after,    the  fenate 
conferred  upon  him  the  right  of  convening  it  as 
often  as  he  thought  proper.     In  735,  the  fenate 
offered  him,  for   life,  the  ordinary  and   extraor- 
dinary powers  of  the  confulihip,  and  he  accepted 
them,  but  without  afTuming  any  title  that  indicated 
fuch  perpetual  confulihip;  without  depriving  the 
annual  Coniul   of  the    right  of  performing   the 
B  b  2  public 
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public  ceremonies,  and  propofing  affairs  to  die  de- 
liberation of  the  fenate,  and  perhaps  too,  without 
accepting  the  liftors  and  fafces,  that  were  likewife 
offered  to  him.  He  accepted,  however,  firft,  the 
precedence  in  the  fenate;  fecondly,  a  tribunal, 
with  a  right  of  trying  caufes,  and,  probably,  the 
general  infpe&ion  of  the  finances;  and,  thirdly,  the 
prerogative  of  acting  as  he  thought  proper  in  the 
preffing  exigencies  of  the  fhite,  without  waiting 
for  the  orders  of  the  fenate. 

Auguftus  confined  himfelf  to  the  prerogative, 
rhar  had  been  granted  him,  of  propofing  any  One 
fubjeft  he  thought  proper,  at  every  meeting,  fo  that 
neither  he,  nor  his  fucceffors,  unlefs  they  happened 
to  be  annual  Confuls,  ever  enjoyed  an  unlimited 
ri-^ht  of  propofing  matters  to  the  deliberation  of 
the  fenate.  Accordingly  we  find  this  right  con- 
ferred at  every  change,  with  fixed  bounds,  jus  ter- 
//>,  quart <z,  quint*  relationis.  As  often  as  the 
Emperor  propofed  any  affair  to  the  deliberation  of 
the  fenate,  he  became  Prefident  of  it,  if  he  was 
not  To  already  in  quality  of  annual  Conful,  and 
ufed  to  a(k  the  votes  as  a  mere  Conful  might  have 
done,  but  with  one  remarkable  difference.  Ori- 
ginally, and  even  under  the  Emperors,  the  ma- 
giftrntes  in  office  never  gave  their  opinion  in  affairs 
of  their  own  propofing.  The  Conful  who  pre- 
'fided,  and  propofed  the  bufinefs  on  which  the 
fenate  Was  to  deliberate,  did  not  call  upon  his 
collegue,  .nor  ihc  Praetors,  nor  any  of  the  Curule 
7  magiftrates, 
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magiftrates,  for  their  opinion.  He  firft  addrefied 
himfelf  to  the  Confuls  ele&,  to  the  Prince  of  the 
fenate,  or  firft  fenator,  to  the  Prsetors,  and  oilier 
magiftrates,  cleft,  in  fhorr,  to  all  the  members  c.4 
the  fenate  not.a&ually  in  office*  He  might  indeed 
re-capitulate  the  arguments  on  both  fides,  and 
weigh  them  one  againfl  another,  but  without  pre- 
tending to  conclude  upon  them ;  which  pre- 
cautions were,  no  doubt,  employed  to  fecure  to  all 
the  members  a  proper  liberty  of  fpeech.  But 
when  the  Emperor  propofed  any  affair,  the  Conful 
and  other  magiftrates  were  allowed  to  give  their 
opinion.  This  is  exprefsly  obferved  by  Tacitus, 
{Ann.  III.  17.)  in  fpeaking  of  the  clv-irge  brought 
againft  Pilb,  and  his  wife  Placina,  for  the  murder 
of  Germanicus.  The  Abbe  de  la  Bleterie  is  of 
opinion,  that  this  conceffion,  to  the  ConfuU,  of 
voting,  was  by  way  of  campenfation  for  the  two 
fpecial  privileges  they  had  before,  one,  of  pro- 
pofing  any  affair  they  thought  proper,  the  other,  of 
hindering  the  fenate  from  deliberating  upon  it ; 
and  that  this  conceffion  extended  by  degrees  to  the 
other  magiftrates. 

This  entertaining  and  inftrucUve  Memoir  is  fol- 
lowed by  another,  containing  "  an  anfwer  to  fome 
•'  obje&ious."  The  firft  objeflion  is,  that  the  dc- 
cifions  of  the  Roman  fenate  might  be,  and  were 
fometimes,  actually  amended,  and  even  refcinded, 
by  the  judgements  of  the  Emperor;  and  that  the 
Emperor  continued  in  the  poffeffiou  of  this  prc- 
B  b  3  rogative 
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rogative  till  the  reign  of  Hadrian,  which  began 
140  years  after  that  of  Auguftus.  This  we  find 
in  the  Digeft,  fciendutn  eft  appellari  a/enatu  non  p'jft 
principcm ;  idque  oratione  Divi  Hadfiajii  effeftum  *. 
Till  then,  therefore,  the  decrees  of  the  fenate 
were  fubjeft  to  the  revifion  of  the  prince,  whofe 
authority,  of  courfe,  muft  have  been  fuperior  to 
that  of  the  fenate,  and  the  whole  nation. 

This  prohibition  of  Hadrian,  fays  the  Abbe  de 
la  Bleterie,  proves  indeed  that  appeals  ufed  fome- 
times  to  be  made  from  the  fenate  to  the  Emperor, 
and  that  the  Emperor  finally  decided  upon  thefe 
appeals ;  but  it  does  not  prove,  that   thefe  ap- 
peals, or  the  decilions  given  upon  them,  were  ac- 
cording to  law.     The  legal  authority  of  the  Em- 
peror  rcfulted   entirely   from  his  power   as  both 
Conful  and  Tribune.     No\v,  neither  the  ordinary 
power  of  the  Conful,  nor  even  the  extraordinary 
power,  by  virtue  of  which  the  Confuls  might  a£t, 
in   preffing  emergencies,    without   confulting   the 
fenate,  gave  him  any  right  to  alter  the  decrees  of 
the  fenate,  not  even  while  the  republic  fubfifted 
in  its  primitive  form,  when  the  fenate  was  only  the 
national  council,  and  {till  lefs  under  its  new  form, 
when  the  fenate  reprefented  the  whole  nation.    As 
Tribune,  the  Emperor  had  a  right  firit,  to  inter- 
pofe  both  judicially  and  by  force  in  favour  of  the 
opprefled,  and  obftruft  the  execution  of  all  fen- 
tcnces,  even  thofe  that  were  national :  fecondly,  a 

*  Lib.  XLIX.  Tit.  2.  a  quiluf  appellare. 
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new  right  of  trying  all  caufcs  brought  into  his 
court,  either  in  the  firft  inftance,  or  by  appeal, 
and  of  pardoning  thofe  who  had  been  condemned 
at  any  other  tribunal  whatever.  But  the  author' 
has  elfewhere  proved,  that  the  only  appeals  that 
could  be  made  from  the  fenate  to  the  Emperor, 
were  thofe  which  preceded  a  final  fentence.  Befides, 
to  pardon  and  to  abfolve  are  different  things,  and, 
in  general,  inftead  of  giving  it  himfelf,  he  ufed  to 
alk  the  fenate  for  the  pardon  of  criminals. 

Suetonius,  it  is  true,  feems  to  fay,  that  Tibe- 
rius cancelled  fome  decrees  cf  the  fenate,  conjti- 
tutiones  quafdam  fenatus  refcidit;  but,  perhaps,  thsfe 
decrees  had  not  as  yet  gone  through  the  ufual 
forms.  For  example,  a  fenatus  confultum  was  con~ 
fidercd  as  little  better  than  the  project  of  a  law, 
till  it  had  been  depofited  in  the  Jirxrittm.  In  fuch 
cafes,  therefore,  the  oppofition  of  the  Emperor 
did  not  exceed  the  bounds  of  his  authority  as  Tri- 
bune. Perhaps  too  the  hiftorian  means  no  more 
than  that  Tiberius  engaged  the  fenators  to  alter 
fome  of  its  decrees;  an  interpretation  which  no  way 
clames  either  with  the  text  or  the  ftyle  of  Suetonius. 
For  example,  he  tells  us,  in  another  place  *,  that 
Vitellius,  uncle  to  the  Emperor  of  the  fame  name, 
*'  accufed  Pifo  of  the  murder  of  Germanicus,  and 
"  condemned  him,"  accufavitt  eondtmnavitque.  Now, 
the  fame  perfon  could  not  be  both  judge  and  ac- 
cufer  j  and  it  is,  befides,  well  known  that  Pifo  w:i3 

*  In  VitclL   c.   II.  z. 

B  b4 
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condemned  by  the  fenate  on  the  accufation  of  Vi- 
tellius.  This  therefore  muft  have  been  the  mean- 
ing of  Suetonius;  and  the  word  refcidit  will  admit 
of  the  fame  latitude.  Befides,  the  paffage  of  Sue- 
tonius can  only  be  underftood  of  the  beginning  of 
the  reign  of  Tiberius,  who  not  being  as  yet  firmly 
feated  on  the  throne.,  and  being,  befides,  under  ap- 
prehenfions  from  Germanicus,  would  hardly  have 
ventured  to  give  any  umbrage  to  the  fenate  by  an- 
nulling its  decrees. 

Suetonius,  likewife  tells  us,  that  Vefpafian  can- 
celled the  decree  *,  by  which  the  fenate  had  voted 
divine  honours  to  Galba  +  :  dscretum  Vefpafmnus 
abokvit.  The  Abbe  de  la  Bleterie,  by  combining 
what  Tacitus  and  Suetonius  have  faid  on  this  fub- 
jeft,  proves,  that,  at  the  requefl  of  the  younger 
Domitian,  the  fenate  by  way  of  reparation  for  the 

*  Here  we  may  obferve  that  the  fuperiority  of  the  fenate 
over  the  Emperor,  if  we  may  truft  to  Father  Hardcmin, 
is  proved  by  the  decrees  of  that  body  granting  divins  ho- 
nours to  thefe  princes.  Ncque  cni?n  confecrat,  lays  he,  aut 
in  Divos  reponit,  nifi  peteflas  fuperior  co  qui  confecratur  ;  a 
principle,  from  which  he  has  drawn  the  following  conclu- 
{ion,  which  M.  de  la  Bleterie  has  corroborated  by  fo  many 
other  proofs  :  Atque  bine  intelligis  id,  quod  multis  aliunde  con- 
flat  argumentis,  Impcratores  Roma?ios  fenatui  fuiffe  fubjeftos,  a, 
quo  utitjue  confer abantur  «',  qui  hunc  fill  pofl  obitum  deferrtbo- 
itorcm  in  <vita  merulffent*  Note  18.  on  the  xxxvith  book  of 
Pliny,  Seft.  14. 

This  argument  fcarce  proves  the  fuperiority  of  the  fenafe' 
to  the  living  reigning  prince.  All  that  can  well  be  deduced 
from  it  is,  that  the  fenate  was  fuperior  to  the  Emperors 
when  they  were  dead,  according  to  the  old  adage,  A 
living  dog,  &c. 

j-  Galba,  c.  xxiii. 

infults 
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infults  offered  to  Galba,  ordered,  firft,  that  his 
flames  fhould  be  erefted  again  ;  and,  fecondly, 
that  a  column  and  a  new  ftatue  fhould  be  ere&ed 
to  him  in  the  forum  :  that  Tacitus  mentions  only 
the  firft  of  thefe  orders,  and  Suetonius  only  the 
fccond.  The  firft  was  executed ;  the  fecond  re- 
quired time;  and  Vefpafian,  who  fufpefted  Galba 
of  having  formed  a  defign  upon1  his  life,  gave  him- 
felf  no  trouble  to  haflcn  the  execution  of  it  ;  and 
the  fenate,  being  informed  of  the  Emperor's  fuf- 
picions,  fuffered  the  project  of  the  (latue  and  the 
column  to  drop;  fo  that  this  part  of  its  decree  was 
abolifhed  by  the  mere  non-execution  of  it ;  and 
the  term  employed  by  Suetonius  may  fignify  no 
more,  and  not  a  formal  abrogation. 

By  a  (hort  view,  which  our  learned  author  take?, 
of  all  the  Emperors  before  Hadrian,  it  appears 
that  Caligula  was  the  only  one  among  them  who 
can  be  proved  to  have  made  any  encroachment  on 
the  jurifdiclion  of  the  fenate ;  and  it  \vas,  no  doubt, 
in  order  to  prevent  fuch  encroachments  for  the 
future,  that  Hadrian,  who  was  perfectly  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  rights  of  the  Roman  people, 
and  never  decided  any  important  queftion  without 
the  advice  of  the  fenate,  whofe  intereft  he  had 
very  much  at  heart,  brought  in  the  law  mentioned 
in  the  Digeft.  After  all,  this  law  only  forbade 
appeals,  after  judgement  had  been  formally  given 
by  the  fenate ;  till  then,  the  parties  might  appeal 
from  the  fenate  to  the  Emperor,  who,  in  quality 

of 
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of  Tribune,  might  interpofe,  of  himfelf,  ex  officic> 
fo  as  to  hinder  the  fenate  from  ever  proceeding  to 
judgement,  though  he  had  no  right  to  judge  him- 
felf, or  call  the  affair  to  his  own  tribunal. 

The  fecond  objection  to  this  doctrine  of  the 
Abbe  de  la  Bleterie  is  drawn  from  an  epiftle 
quoted  by  Julius  Gapitolinus.  Macrinus,  Prasfeft 
of  the  Prastorium,  having  caufed  Antoninus  Cara- 
calla  to  be  affaffinatcd,  was  chofen  Emperor  by 
the  army  *,  who  did  not  believe  him  acccffary  to 
that  murder.  This  eleftion  required  confirmation 
by  a  national  aft.  The  decree  of  the  fenate,  as  re- 
prefenting  the  nation,  that  conferred  on  the  new 
prince  all  the  prerogatives  of  which  the  Imperial 
authority  was  the  refult,  was  ft y led,  firft,  lex  im- 
periiy  and  afterwards,  under  Juftinian,  lex  regia. 
Macrinus,  therefore,  wrote  to  the  fenate,  requeft- 
ing  them  to  ratify  what  had  been  done  by  the 
army.  He  fays,  in  his  epiftle,  that  in  conjunction 
with  the  troops,  he  had  decreed  divine  honours  to 
Caracalla,  adding,  "  You  will  likewife  decree  them 
t(  to  him,  confcript  Fathers :  we  have  a  right,  as 
"  Emperor,  to  command  you  to  do  it ;  neverthe- 
"  Jefs,  we  only  requeft  it  of  yon."  Et  vos,  Patres 
confer ipti,ut  deccrnatis,  cum  poffimus  imperatorio  jure 
fracipere,  tamen  rogamus. 

But  this  epiftle  bears  fo  many  marks  of  forgery, 
that  it  is  furprifmg  M.  de  Tillemont  fhould  have 
been  the  only  one  who  has  difcovered  the  impoflure; 

*  See  the  Cacfars,  Vol.  I.  p,  163; 

though 
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though  Tillemont,  neverthelefs,  for  want  of  having 
iiarrowly  examined  the  nature  of  the  Imperial 
government,  considered  the  Emperors  as  real  mo- 
narchs. 

Our  learned  Academician  fhews,  that  this  pre- 
tended epiftle  is  full  of  contradictions,  and  of  ex- 
preflions,  which  not  only  clafli  with  probability, 
but  cuftom,  and  even  truth.  He  alfo  proves,  that  it 
mull  have  been  forged  by  fome  friend  of  Elaga- 
balus,  an  implacable  enemy  of  Macrinus  and  his 
fon  Diaduraenus.  We  likewife  find,  in  the  hiitory 
of  Auguflus,  two  epiftles  alcribed  to  the  lad, 
though  it  is  evident  that  they  were  forged  with  a 
defign  to  blacken  Diadumenus,  and  to  make  him 
pals  for  a  monfter,  of  which  Elagabalus  did  well 
to  rid  the  world. 

For  farther  particulars  the  reader  muft  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Memoir  itfelf,  in  which  he  will  meet 
with  deep  refearches,  folid  reflexions,  and  great 
purity  of  tfvle. 
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P.  14.  1.  jS.  Carterius.  * 

*  Libanius, in  his  Life,  p.  59,  mentions  a  Carterius,  who 
was  in  many  reipecrs  notorious  for  his  folly,  particularly  in 
daring  to  offend  the  auguft  Emperors.  The  perfon  above- 
named  muft  probably  have  offended  Conftantitis,  or  he 
would  not  have  wanted  the  intereft  of  Julian,  and  the  aflif- 
tance  of  Araxius.  Libanius  alfo  mentions  another  Carte- 
rius, in  his  ccxLvmth  Epiftle  (probably  ithe  fon  of  the 
former)  as  an  orator  whom  the  fenators  of  Arce  in  Phcr. 
riicia  had  enrolled  among  them.  And  in  his  DLxxth  hp 
apologifes  to  Maximus  for  his  deferring  the  Mules,  and 
following  Mars.  Araxius  w£S  prxfed  of  Paieiliue.  Li- 
-banius  has  lix  Epiitles  to  him. 

P.  121.  note  •(-. 

To  the  "  Rhodian  fhower  of  gold"  Libanius  aifo  allpdea 
an  his  DcccLxxmd  Epiftle  ;  and  Ammianus,  xvn.  7. 

P.  149.  To  note  *  may  be  fubftituted  thi?. 

*  Julian  has  here  in  view  that  paffage  of  .Homer,  in  ths 
fitft  book  of  the  Iliad,  [ver.  607.]  where  he  fays,  that 
*'  every  God  has  his  manlion  and  throne  j-  fabricated  by 
*'  Vulcan  with  his  own  hands  ;"  and  which  he  repeats  ia 
another  place.  SPANHEJM^. 

Ib.  1.  18.  When  therefcr^  they  rife  at  the  entrance  of 
their  Father  }  &:c. 

I  This  is  alib  taken  from  a  paffage  of  Homer,  in  th« 
fame  book  [ver.  533.]  to  this  effect ;  that  "  at  the  approach 
*'  of  their  Father  Jupiter  all  the  Gods  rife  from  their 
"  feats,  and  go  to  meet  him,  and  that  no  one  waits  for 
"  him."  I  find,  however,  that  the  poet  fays  the  fam« 
thing  of  Apollo,  in  the  Hymn  which  is  afcribed  to  him,  ia 
praife  of  that  God.  Uij. 

•\  In  this  pafTage  Homer  irentions  only  their  manfion,  «r  houfc,  i*/i3, 

.    their  llarry  dome*  — 

The  fliinin^  mcoumcnis  of  Vukao's  art,  POPS^  7^2. 

The 
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The  fhining  fynod  of  th'  immortals  wait 
The  coming  God,  and  from  their  thrones  of  ftate 
Ariiing  filent,  wrapt  in  holy  fear, 

Before  jhe  majefty  of  heaven  appear,  &c.       POPE,  690. 
P.  151.  To  note  f  add. 

..f  The  authority  of  Julian,  no  doubt,  is  highly  refpe&able; 
but  if  a  perfon  in  youth  carry  the  marks  of  a  bad  difpo- 
lition,  and  deliberately  commit  atrocious  actions,  when  his 
intereft  required  them,  we  are  Hill  warranted  to  queftiori 
the  iinceriry  of  his  converfion,  though,  in  a  different  Hate 
of  his  intereft,  even  the  whole  ktenor  of  his  life  flisuld 
change.  FERGUSON. 

P.  290.  To  note  f  add* 

Thefe  Abantes  are  alfo  mentioned  by  Libanius  in  hitf 
Orat.  xix. 

P.   305.  To  note  f  add. 

The  Jupiter,  who  laments  with  tears  of  blood  the  death 
of  Sarpedon,  his  fon,  had  a  very  imperfect  notion  of  hap- 
pmefs,  or  glory,  beyond  the  grave.  GIBBON. 

Libanius,  "  on  hearing  of  the  death  of  Julian,"  repeats 
this  allufion,  by  faying,  "  I  looked  up  to  heaven,  expediting 
'*  tears  mixed  with  blood,  fuch  as  Jupiter  flied  upon  Sar- 
"  pedon  ;  but  I  did  not  fee  them  ;  though  perhaps  he 
'*  poured  them  on  the  corpfe,  and,  like  the  duft  and  blood 
"  attendant  on  a  battle,  they  were  feen  by  few."  In  Jul. 
Imp.  Necem. 

P.  312.  note  J.     OVT'  £v  Xoya>  «T'  ev  aptQ.jxw.     SubftitUte  this. 

Libanius  quotes  this  oracle  again  in  his  Mcxvith  Epiftle  : 

*'  But  now   he  who   is  ignorant  of  the  laws  is  truly   an 

*4  jEgian  *,  of  no  name  or  rank."    On  which   the  tranf- 

lator  has  the  following  note: 

*  AiytfUj.]  In  the  MS  incorrectly  Aiy.v j,  called  A«y»«t;;,  from 
Ar/io»,  a  ciry  of  Achaia,  as  we  learn  from  Stephens  de 
"Urbibus,  p.  36,  who  quotes  this  oracle  given  to  them, 

Yp.«,"  o^Aiyus,-  all  rploi,   «JE  T/Iaploi, 
to  which  others  add  the  following, 

Ovle  SvuhKCiloi,   BT'  tv  Xoyw,   «T'  c»  a^fAU. 

Compare  Th.  de  Pinedo  on  this  paflage,  p.  36.  To  this 
our  author  refers..  Erafmus,  in  his  Adages,  p.  393,  ap- 
plies this  to  the  JEginenfians,  deceived  by  the  fimilitude  of 
the  name.  WOLFIUS. 

The  Ichpliaft  on  Theocritus  applies  it  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Megara. 

s,  x.  T.  ^. 
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P.  316.  note  *. 

Calliopius,  it  appears  from  fevcral  other  Epiftles,  was 
alfo  an  affiftant  to  Libnnius  in  his  inftruclion  of  youth,  ona 
of  his  ufliers. 

P.  324. 1.  8.  Calliope  is  alfo  honoured,   &c. 

•f  See  Vol.  II.  p.  251.  note  *. 

VOLUME     II. 

P.  14.  Epiftle  VlII.     "  You  are  come,  Telemachus.' 
Libanius  begins  his  Legation  to  Julian   (TfKT&t/lixoj  ^«j 
l«X«a>o»)  with  the  fame  quotation. 

P.  45.  Epiftle  XXII.  To  LEONTIUS  *. 

*  Confular  of  Paleftine  in  363,  as  appears  by  thetitleof 
a  law,  xn  Cod.  Theod.  tit.  55.  De  Decurionibus. 

This  Leontips  feems  to  be  that  governor  of  Paleftine 
whom  at  that  time,  together  with  Alypius,  Julian  is  faid  by 
Ammianus  to  have  given  a  fruitlefs  commiffion  to  re-build 
the  temple  of  Jeruialem.  [See  p.  74.  note.]  To  the  fame 
there  are  feveral  Epiftles  of  Libanius.  He  afterwards  go- 
verned Paleiline  as  Pro-conful  under  Theodofius  the  Great. 

GODE.FEOI. 

P.  46.  Epiftle  XXIII.     To  HERMOGENES  f. 

f  Libanius  often  mentions  an  Hermogenes,  as  Praetor 
of  Syria,  and  ftylcs  him  in  his  Life,  p.  39,  *'  the  belt  of 
*'  magiftrates."  He  has  alfo  two  Epiitles  to  him,  viz.  the 
WDXLixth  of  Wolfius,  and  the  xnth  of  Zarnbicari,  1.  in, 
By  the  latter  he  appears  to  have  had  a  houfe  at  Corinth. 
Ammianus  too  mentions  him,  xix.  12.  See  Valois  on  the 
paflage,  and  Godefroi  in  the  profopographia  of  his  Theo- 
dolian  Code,  p.  36^. 

P.  69.  1.  16.  The  garden  *. 

*  The  fliort  defcription,  which  Julian  here  gives,  of  this 
Syrian  garden,  may  be  added  to  the  few  particulars  of  an- 
cient gardens  which  Mr.  Burgh  has  collected  in  a  note  oa 
Mr.  Mafon's  Englifh  Garden,  p.   130.     The  extent  is  not 
mentioned,  but  by  its  comparifon  to  that  of  Laertes  it  wuft 
have  been  fmall.     Of  its  difpofition,  however,  we  are  in- 
formed, which  was  far  from  happy.     The  pot-herbs  and 
fruit-trees  were  planted  in  the  middle,  the  latter,  in  that 

hot 
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hot  climate,  not  requiring  walls  to  force  them,  and  there 
was  not  only  a  grove  of  cypre.fles,  but  a  row  of  thofe  trees 
was  allb  ranged  along  the  walls,  it  being,  like  the  Italian 
gardens  defcribed  by  Bifhop  Burnet,  walled  round,  and 
by  this  double  fortification,  as  it  were,  completely  excluded 
from  a  view  of  the  country. 

P.  90.  1.  I. 

"  Diogenes,"  fays  Libanius,  "  was  a  native  of  Synope, 
*{  and  the  uncle  of  Ariflophanes."  bee  Vol.  I.  p.  317. 

P.  148.  1.  7.  fwallows  f . 

f  In  like  manner  his  matter  Libanius  (Ep.  XLIV.)  com- 
pares chattering  and  long  letters  to  f\vallows,  birds  that 
are  noify  in  the  fummer,  and  fly  to  and  fro.  WOLFIUS. 

P.  199.   Add  to  note  ^. 

By  the  Epiftles  above-mentioned  of  Libanius,  Eutherius 
appears  to  have  been  prefect  of  Armenia,  and  tc  have  had 
a  fon  under  his  tuition. 

P.  227.  Add  to  thefecond  paragraph  of  the  note  : 

In  a  iubfequent  work  Libanius  deems  both  thefe  events 
prefages  of  the  death  of  Julian.  **  This,"  fays  he,  "  was 
*.'  predicted  by  the  temple  of  Apollo  deilroyed  by  fire. 
**  The  God  forfook  the  earth,  as  it  was  foon  to  be  pol- 
"  luted.  This  was  alfo  foretold  by  the  earthquakes  con- 
**  vulfing  ail  the  ground  as  harbingers  of  approaching 
**  difturbance  and  confuiion."  In  Jul.  Imp.  Necem^  p.  258. 

P.  246.  Among  the  gardens  of  antiquity  to  which 
Milton,  b.  iv.  compares  and  prefers  his  "  Paradife  of 
"  Eden,"  is  - 

*'  That  fweet  grove 

"  Of  Daphne  by  Orontes." 

P.  247.   Add  to  note  *. 

Libanius  in  his  Life,  p.  47,  8.  mentions  the  Olympics 
which  were  celebrated  on  liis  ;oth  birth-day,  which  muft 
-have  been  in  the  year  364,  the  year  after  the  death  of 
.Julian.  "  At  thefe,"  fays  he,  "  I  had  an  ardent  deiire  to 
44  be  prefcnt  ;  but  on  the  firft  day-  was  impriibned,  not  by 
'*  the  Pr^tor,  bin  by  a  feverc  attack  of  the  gam." 
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777(T1US>  bifhop,  Julian  writes  to  him  78 

••*-*-'  a  note  on  that  Epiftle,  by  Fabricius  200 

Alexander,  the  Great,  his  figure  in  miniature  15.  the 
founder  of  Alexandria  20.  his  efteem  for  Homer 
30.  (note)  ccmfpired  againfl  by  Hermolaus  166. 
his  cruelties  167 

Alexandrians,  Julian  writes- to  them  19.  64.  136.  155. 

Alyfius,  of  Antioch,  Julian  writes  to  him  73.  76 

.  commiffioned  by  Julian  to  re-build  the  temple 

of  Jerulalem  74  (note) 

. banifhed  by  Valens  Hid.  220  (note) 

« author  of  a  geographical  work  76 

Ameriu3)  Julian  writes  to  him  93 

city  of,  is  enlarged.     Jovian  builds  a  fuburb 
there  for  the  inhabitants  of  Nifibis  308 

lanus,  Marcellinus,  his  opinion  of  the   treaty  of 
Dura  280 

.)  Julian  intercedes  for  her  200 

Jbnpbioif)  fragment  on  207 

Anacrcoti)   quotation  from  38 

Ancyra^  Jovian  celebrates  there  the  folemnity  of  his 

coniulfhip  3^6 

Antioch )  people  of,  Julian  writes  to  them  189,  rejoice 
at  his  death  393.  the  Hay  that  Jovian  makes 
there  311.  fchiim  of  the  church  314,  their 
unworthy  treatment  of  Jovian  34.8 
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Atttiockus,  tutor  of  Julian's  fons  (fo  called)  196 

Api*,  grief  at  his  death  341 

Apollo,  Daphnasan,  ftatue  of  defcribed  249.  deftroyed    250 
Areas,  a  friend  of  Auguftus  139 

Argivcs,  Julian  intercedes  for  them  83 

Arianlfm,  a  crqel  and  perfecuting  feel:  314 

us,  a  great  general,  fent  by  Jovian  to  Sapor          z 76 
—  receives  baptifm  277  (note) 

'Arijlanetus,  proofed  of  Bithynja  218.    Monody  on  by 

Libanius  227  (note)  his  death  237 

Arijlomcnes,  Julian  writes  to  him  7 

Ariftopbanes,  quotation  from  47 

— — - — —  of  Corinth  193 

Arijlotle,  quotation  from  49 

Arfaccs,  fatrap  of  Armenia,  Julian  writes  to  him  186 

this  epiftle  probably  is  fpurious   187  (note) ' 
deferred  to  be  difgraeed  by  Julian,  and  why  281 

is  abandoned  by  Jovian  ibid,  his  death  ibid*  (note) 
Arfacius,  high-prieft  of  Gfalatia,  Julian  \yrites  tp  him  127 
Artabius,  Julian  writes  to  him  13 

AJiydamas,  proverbially,  a  felf-commender  27.  159 

Atbanajius ,  archbiihop  of  Alexandria,  banifhefl  by  Ju- 
lian 64,  5.  recalled  by  Jovian,  who.  writes  to  him 
330.  anfwers  Jovian  333.  comes  to  Aatioch  334. 
his  character  335.  compared  to  Arnauld  338. 
(note)  returns  to  Alexandria  347.  his  death  ib.  (note) 
Athens,  its  foundation  by  Cecrops  232.  named  by 

Minerva  233  (note) 

Augujtus^  the  tribunitian  power  confirmed  to  him  in 

perpetuity  371 

B. 

Baronies,  his  brutal  bigotry  exploded  352  (note) 

./?/?// (not  the  Great),  Julian  writes  to  him  26 

1  Batnte  defcribed  68,  69.  383 

.  ' Bcrea,  city  of,  Julian  arrives   there  66.  attempts  in 
vain  to  pervert  the  fenate  67.  firmnefs  of  one  of 
the  chiet  citizens  Ibid,  (note) 

•£tfanfont  city  of  07  (note) 

JHarjes,    a  Perfian  fatrap   282  (note)  takes  poffelfion 

"of  Nifibis  *97i  ^ 

John  Philip  B.ene  de  la,  account  of  397 
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teoftrtniaitt,  Juliaft  writes  to  them  .  442 

Boys,  ordered  by  Julian  to  be  inftru&ed  in  facred 

nuific  153 

Byzantines,  Julian  wiites  to  them  24.  Perhaps  Bi- 

ianthiaas  25  (note) 

C. 

Caligula,  the  only  Emperor  who  encroached  on  the 

jurifdiction  of  the  fenate  377 

Ga/fimacbus,  quotation  from  77 

Cullippus,  the  Athenian,   deceived  Plato  161 

Ctllixene,  prieftefs  of  Ceres.     Julian  writes  to  her  43 

O^ffaJffiikf,  Julian  is  diigufted  with  them,  and  why  8  (note) 
their  religion  <)  (note) 

Carrbiet    inhabitants  of,  murder  the  meflenger  who 

announced  the  death  of  Julian  391,  2 

Crlts,  explained  31  (note) 

Cbabr-as,  a  fable  of  1 66 

Chamber  of  juftice  46  (note)  59  (note) 

Charito,  vviie  of  Jovi^rs  34^,  qo.  goes  to  meet  him 
361., it  is  nut  thought  that  he  gave  her  the  title 
of  Augufia  364. 

Chrtflitau  praclife  all  virtues  by  the  confeffion  of  Ju- 
lian 128.  long  abftained  from  blood,  and  from 
tilings  ftrangled,  182  (note)  their  joy  at  the  death 
of  Julian  292.  their  divifions  313.  their  difputes 
are  renewed  317.  lament  Jovian  365 

Clrrljlian'ty,  neceffary  to"  mankind  131  (note) 

Church,  itate  of,  when  Jovian  came  to  the  empire     374,  &C. 
Cimmerian  d-u  knefs  149 

Cimon,  a  natural  ion  of  Libanlus  222  (note) 

Confiant,  Emperor  159 

CoKJtantixople,  people  of  Julian,  writes  to  them  184 

this  epidle  aicribed  by  Wolfius  to  Libanius    /£.  (note) 
CbftftoHttus,  Emperor  28.  46.  78.  197 

Coa/uls,  their  functions'  368 

•Corducnne,    its  fitliation  26* 

Cnrintb,  its  origin  and  deftrudYion  23!»  ^ 

opprefs  the  Argives  85,  &c. 

Antioch  3J9 

C  c  z 
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fladcjiana,  city  of,  Jovian  receives  there  the  depirties 

from  the  lena-tc  of  Conftantinople  35$ 

Damafcus,  praifes  of  5 1 

Danitl,  a  prophecy  of,  perverted  perhaps  by  Julian  58  (note) 
Dtipbnaar.  temple  of  Apollo  burnt  243  (note)   250,  &c. 

dclcribed  249,  &c. 

Daphne,  its  beauty  68.  246 

Dead,  cuitom  of  the  Pagans  in  funerals  309 

Delany,  Dr.  2*86  (note) 

Democritus,  his  confolation  of  Darius  94 

Didyintean  oracle,  quoted  177 

D'-ojorus,  bifliop  of  Tarfus  205 

Diogenes,  the  philofopher  90.  Julian  writes  to  him        201 
Dianyfivs,  Julian  writes  to  him  158.  his  cowardice  160 

his  drunken  abufe  165-.  his   blunders   169.  per- 
haps commander  in  Greece  210  (note) 
Divination  of  Heathens  under  Valens  219.  inquilition 

into  it  ib.  (note) 

Donatijts,  furious  fchifmatics  316 

Dnjitbcvs,  Julian  writes  to  him  79- 

Dura,  city  of,  Julian  lofes  four  days  there  272.  igno- 
minious treaty  of  28* 

E. 
EcJU-lm,  prefect  of  yF.gypt,  Julian  writes  to  hi'm     It.   17. 

'34-  153 
Etebolvs,  the  fophift,  Julian  writes  to  him  39 

'• chier  magiftrate  of  Edeffa,  Julian  writes  to 

him  118 

Echo,  the  wife  of  Pan  151 

£dejja,  city  of,  perlecuted  by  Julian  1 18.  zeal  of  its 
inhabitants  for  the  Chriltian  religion  119  (note) 
Jovian  arrives  there  3 10 

Editf  of  Julian  relating  to  phyficians  63.  to  profeflbrs  no 
forbidding  the  Chriftians  to  teach  polite  literature  112 
'    relating  to  profaners  of  tombs,  and  concerning 

funerals  189 

Eleufiiiian  pontiff  50  (note) 

Elpitiius,  the  philofopher,  Julian  writes  to  Mm  154- 

EthuarJjs,  chiefs  of  the  Jews  till  the  beginning  of  the 

Vth  century  58  (note) 

ti  Julian  writes  to  him-  122 

5  , 
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.Euclid,  the  philofopher,  Julian  writes  to  h;m  204 

Eugenia*,  the  philofopher,.  Julian  \vrites  tc  him  38 

Kumenius  and  Pharianus,  Julian  v.  rites  to  154 

Euripides,   quotations  from    164.   (note)    237  (note)  24-7 

JLtifebltii  and  Bardion,  eunuchs  of  Co'riitantius  546 

JEvzojuij  au  Arian  bifhop  of  Antioch  239 

F. 

Falricivs  John  Albert,    his    Lux  Evdfjgelii    193    (note) 

196  (note)  his  Life  of  Libanius    tranflated  216 — 226 
Fame,   a  Damon  163 

Fragments  of  Epiftles  207 — 211 

Florentiui,  przre6^  of  Gaul,  Julian  complains  of  him      36 

G. 

Galen,  quotation  from  49  (note) 

Gaul,  army  of  fends  deputies  to  Jovian  356 

George,  archbilhop  of  Alexandria,  ais    library  17.  9^2.  hii 

maiTacre                               .  18  (note) 

. the  Catholic,  Julian  'writes  to  him  14.  1^1 

Qrafsboppsrs  defer ibed  no  (note)  loquacious  165 
Greeks,  the  ten  thoufand,  retreat  of  259.  283  (note) 
Gregory,  duke,  Julian'.writes  to  him  75' 
Nazianzeri,  his  difcourfe  againft  Julian  291.  312 

H. 

Hadrian,  Emperor,  builds  a  temple  to  Trajan  34^ 

Hatra,  city  of,  Jovian  arrives  there  28<j 

its  hi'ftbry  286, 

tltflor,  Con  of  Parmenio,  drowned  167 

Htrcynian  foreft,  fragment  on  an 

Hermogexet,  late  praefecl  of  JEgyptt  Julian  Writes  to 

him  46.  prretor  of  Syria  383 

titroclotui^  q\iotatioi:s  fr'^m  45.  47.  fragment  6h  208. 

account  oF  ibid,  i^note) 

He/tod,  quotations  from  41.  87. 

Hippocrates,  quotations  from  49.  161.  miilaken  by 

Julian  162  (note) 

C  c  3  Htnerj 
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Homer,  quotations  from  14,  1  6.  33.  39.  40.  41,  4-.  48.  51.  54; 
55.  56.  82.  94.  100.  106.  108  (note)  no  (note)  114 
(note)  121.  124.  130.  133,  148.  149  (note)  150  (note) 
164  (liote)  168.  195.  203.  229  (note)  230  (note)  238 
(note)  2tf  (hote)  249*  (note). 

preferable  to  all  other  numbers,  and  why          53 


J.  and  I. 

s,  Julian  writes  to  him  80.  101.  107.  148.171.  174. 
Two  philbfopherS  muft  be  diftinguifhed  of  that 
name  70  (note)  80  (note). 

Januarius,  a  relation  of  Jovian,  thought  of  for  Emperor  362 
Verufalem,  temple  of,  attempt  to  re-build,  defeated  61,  62. 

(note)  74  (note) 

ffews,  community  of,  Julian  addrefles  them  57.  leis 
odious  to  the  Pagans  than  the  Chriftians,  and 
why  183  (note) 

Imperial  goverhme-ht,  an  ariftocracy  36; 

John  of  Antioch,  his  hiflory  349 

JOVIAN,  condu&s  the  corpfe  of  Cohflantius  to  Con- 
flantinople,  262.  rather  choofes  to  quit  the  fer- 
vice  than  renounce  his  faith,  263.  His  character, 
264.  chofen  Emperor,  265.  declares  that  he 
cannot  command  Pagans,  266.  liflens  to  the  pro- 
pbfals  of  Sapor,  276.  reafons  which  induce  him 
to  accept  the  peace,  281,  2.  pafles  the  Tigris, 
284.  caufes  his  election  to  be  announced  to  the 
provinces  of  the  Well,  289.  encamps  under  the 
vvalls  of  NifiBis,  and  obliges^the  inhabitants  to 
evacuate  it,  296,  &c.  enters  Antioch,  311.  re- 
gulates matters  of  religion,  319.  makes  a  law 
to  allow  liberty  of  confcience,  ibid,  reftriclions 
which  he  puts  upon  that  liberty,  322,  3.  treats 
with  fome  refpect  the  philofophers  who  were  in 
the  train  of  Julian,  325.  writes  in  favour  of  the 
£hriftians,  327.  recalls  thofe  who  were  banifhed 
on  account  of  religion,  and  reftores  to  the 
churches  their  privileges,  328.  makes  a  law 
in  favour  of  the  virgins  cohfecrated  to  God, 
'ibid,  writes  to  Athanafius,  and  invites  him  ta 
tourt,  330,  &c.  gives  three  audiences  to  the 

Arians, 
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Arians,  34.1-5.  is  defpifed  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Antioch,  34^.  celebrates  the  funeral  of  Julian  at 
Tarfus,  351.  orders  his  tomb  to  be  decorated, 
352.  patfes  through  Tyann,  irt  Cappadocia,  and 
hears  news  from  the  Weft,  354.  enters  Ancyraj 
and  celebrates  the  folemnity  of  his  confulfhip, 
having  taken  his  fort  Varronian  for  his  cbllegue, 
356,  &c.  his  death,  361.  his  apotheofis,  363. 
Jnviafius,  a  diftinguifhed  officer,  his  tragic  .1  death  297 

Jovians,  a  body  of  troops  263 

JovltwS)  commander  of  the  troops  in  the  Gau^s    289.  356 
Iftbmian  games  fiipported  by  tlie  Corinthians  86 

JULIAN,  Emperor,  collefts  the  library  of  George,  17.  9* 
believes  in  dreams,  34.  attempts  in  vain  to  re- 
build the  temple  of  Jerufalem  61,  2  (note)  74 
(note)  leaves  Antioch,  pafles  through  Litar'og, 
Berea,  and  Batnae,  and  arrives  at  Hierapolis, 
65  —  71,  an  accident  which  happened  to  him  at 
Hierapolis  74  (note)  believes  in  theurgy,  98  con- 
fifcates  the  effects  of  the  church  of  Edelfa,  1184 
makes  a  prefent  of  -a  country-houle  to  one  of 
his  friends,  122.  pays  an  honourable  teftimony 
to  Chriftians,  128.  wiflies  to  eftablifti  in  Pa- 
ganifm  the  difcipline  of  the  church,  ibid,  at- 
tacks Chriftianity  with  weak  arguments,  137,  &c. 
perfecutes  the  Chriftians,  145.  fends  for  an 
obelilk  to  decorate  Conftancinople,  155.  believe* 
the  immortality  -of  the  foul,  deteftsthe  materialifts 
and  free-thinkers,  179,  80.  ill  treats  Arfaces  king 
of  Armenia,  186  (note)  deftroys  his  own  fleet, 
258.  ftate  of  his  army  at  his  death,  260.  idea  that 
the  1'erfiaus  had  of  him,  267.  various  opinions  of 
his  death,  269.  his  funeral,  309.  bad  conlequences 
t>f  his  government,  312.  he  is  interred  atTarfus, 
351.  his  tomb  is  decorated  by  three  Chriftian 
princes  }  352.  he  is  placed  in  the  number  of  the 
Gods  353 

Count.   -The  Emperor  Julian  writes  to  him  27 

s,  Patriarch  of  the  Jews  60.  raiftaken  by  Fa- 
bricius  .  200  (note) 


INDEX. 

L. 

La&arxm,  Jovian  replaces  in  it  the  monogram  of  Jefu»    ' 
Chrift  327.  defcribed  Hid.  (note) 

Lardner,  Dr.  doubts  the  truth  of  the  fiery  eruption 

62  (note)  his  reafons  Hid'. 

Lemnian  misfortunes  "40.  proverbial  /£.  (note) 

Lcontius,  Julian  writes   to  him  45.  confular  of   Pa- 

leftine  383 

Li&'anius,  the  fophift,  Julian  writes  to  him  6.  28.  65. 
1 20.  icj;.  203.  his  life  by  Fabncius  216 — 226. 
his  monody  or?  Nicomedia  227 — 242.  his  mdnody 
on  Daphne  243 — 2  51. his  thoughts  on  the  death  of 
Julian  269.  is  inclined  to  kill  hiinfelf  290.  com- 
pofes  two  diicourfes  in  honour  of  Julian  291. 
complains  of  the  feverities  exefcifed  agairift  the 
Pagans  323 

Lucian,  the  fophift,  Julian  writes  to  him  79 

L,Kclllian,  Count,  father  in  law  of  Jovian,  Kis  defence 
of  Nifibis  364.  fent  to  Milan  289.  3^4.  is  killed 
at  Rheims  555 

Lucius,  art-  Arian  bifliop,  chofen  to  fucceed  George 
340.  fent  to  Jovian  ilitl.  Jovian  extricates  him- 
lelf  from  him  34^ 

M. 

Macedonians  (heretics)  their  requeft  to  J'ovian  339 

Macrinus,  Emperor,  a  forged  epiftle  of  378 

MagnentiuS)  his  ufurpation  1^9  (note)    28? 

Magnus,  Count,  burns  the  church  of  Beryta  329.  is 
pardoned  350.  his  character  Hid.  his  cruelties 

Hid.  (note) 

MaJarlkki  a  Frank  officer,  appointed  commander  of  the 
troops  in  the  Gauls  289.  refufes  that  employ- 
ment 3^4 
Marklftnd,  Mr.  refers  to  a  pafTage   of  Julian          50  (note) 
Maximus,  the  pervertcr  of  Julian,   that  prince  writes 
to   him  29.  31.    96.   loo.   is   perfecutecl   under 
Valens,  and  put  to  death,  30  (note)   220  (note) 

324  (note) 

Mclet'w  and  Paulinus,  bifliops  of  Antioch  315  (note) 

iJfwritlitSy  a  tribune,  fent  into  the  Weft  288.  gives  an 

account  of  his  commiffion  4 
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s,  his  farcafm  on  the  fandal  of  Venus  166 

/,  Frederick,    his  tranllatiori  of  Libanius  faulty      223 
(note)  233  (note)  236  (note)  his  int«nle  applica- 
tion to  it  223  (note)  his  plagiarifm  224  (note 
Muret,  error  of  369 
Mufonius,  fragment  on  iio 

N. 

Demean  games,  defrayed  by  the  Argives  86 

Jseptnnt,  his  deftructioH  of  the  Grecian  waill  230. re- 
primanded by  Libanius  230.  231 
Nevitia,  a  general                                                  47  (note)  261 
Newton,  biftiop,  defends  the  fiery  eruption            62  (note) 
Nicomedes  L  founder  of  Nicomedia  23°j  r 
Uicomedia defcribed  227  (note)  233,  &c.  hiffory  of1  231 
deftfoyed  by  an  earthquake  228  (note)  237,  ice. 
frilf,  the  rifing  of  134.  cauie  of  it                           135  (note) 
AV/$/j,  city  of,  its  hhtory  2gcy.  corrfterrintion    of  its 
inhabitants  on  being  forced  by  Jovian  to  quit  it 
304.  they  alk  but   are   refufed  permiffion  to  de» 
fend  themfelves  305.  they  retire  to  Aniida  308 
Novatiatu  (heretics)  their  tenets  ji& 

O. 

Olympic  games,  fupported  by  the  Eleans  SfiF 

of  Antioch  247 

Oribajius,  phyfician  to  Julian,  that  prince  writes  to 

him  33.  his  works  34  (note) 

P. 

Pagamfi?t\\i&  no  morality  151  (note)  properly  fpeak- 
ing,  had  no  dogmas  3-22.  the  methods  Con- 
ftantiae  emplcyed  to  undermine  it  /£/*• 

Pagans,  virtues   rare  among  them  131  (note)  their  de- 

ipair  at  the  death  of  Julian  29? 

Painter ,  Julian  writes  to  one  i  185- 

Patriarch  (of  Antioch)  Julian  writes  to  him  200 

J'aul,  his  calumny  and  puniihment  104.  (note) 

n  of  Elis  i6r 

s rof  Plato  20 ? 

isj  his  epiftles,  fabricated  perhaps  by  Libanius 

226  (note) 
Phidiasj 
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PfaJ!ast  the  fculptor,  his  excellence  15 

Philip,  Julian  writes  to  him  197 

Pkilofbphtrs4  alarmed  at  the   acceflion  of  Jovian  312 

persecuted  under  Valens  323  (note)  well  treated 
by  Jovian  3:5 

Pbdtinumy  Juliani  Epiftola  ad,  205.  bifhopof  Sirmium, 

his  temerity  and  degradation  Hid.  (note) 

Pfyjicians,  exemptions  granted  to  them  63 

Pindar,  quotations  from  39.  5$.  104.  125 

Plato  ,  referred  to  160,  161.  deceived  by  Dionyiius         161 
Pocock,  Dr.  his  defcription  of  Nicomedia  -34  (note) 

Porphyry,  treaiurer-geueral  of  ./Egypt,  Julian  writes 

to  him  91 

frit]:,  a  heathen,  cenfured  and  fufpended  by  Julian        177 
Pr:fc'.'s,  the  philofopher  6.  Julian  writes  to  him  202 

Probatius,  great  chamberlain  to  Jovian  346 

Procoplus,  a  relation  of  Julian,  commands  in  M^fo- 
potamia,  is  fufpedetl  by  Jovian  276,  &c.  ackno;v- 
leciges  Jovian   296.  conducts  the  corpie  of  Julian, 
to  Tarlus  309.  fecretes  himfelf  310.  his   revolt 
and  death  2ji  (nottrj 

--  fecretary  of  ftate  288 

Profejpjrs,  regulated,  and  Chriilians  forbidden  to  teach  112 
Prob,ereftus,  a  Chriltian  fophiil,  Julian  writes  to  him  5 

Proteus,  an  importer  81 

Pythian  games,  iupported  by  the  Delphian*  fr5 

R. 

Rbtims,   city  of  35^ 

Rhine,  the  people  bordering  o<n  that  river  plunge  their 

infants  into  it,  anxl  why  31 

Rhodian  lliowef  Of  gold  381 

Rofigaardi  Frederick,  his  cclleiSlions  193  (frote)  22$  (note) 

S. 

$aiit2us,  a  citizen  ©f  NiGbis,  Ipeaks  boldly  to  Jovian      305 

•iallujl  (afterwards  Pra-fc£t  of  Gaul)  extolled  by  Julian     37 

«        the  lecond  (afterwards  Pro:  feet  of  the  Eafi)  preii- 

dent  of  the  council  of  Chalccdon  47  (nftre)  ret'uu  i 

ihe  empire  after  the  dcadi  of  Julian  261.  is  lent 

to 
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to  Sapor  276.  quells  a  tumult  at  Antioch  348 

refufes    the   empire  again  after  the  death 
of  Jovian  362 

Samafiut,  an  error  of  369 

Sappba,  quotations  from  39.  40.  173 

Sapor  I.  king  of  Pcrfn,  burnt  Antioch  245 

Sapor  II.  hears  of  the  death  of  Julian  267.  attacks 
the  Roman  army  ibid,  makes  the  firlt  overtures 
for  a  peace  27$.  thinks  it  ftrange  that  the  death 
of  Julian  is  not  revenged  277 

SelaJliaH)   Count,  comes  to  pay  his  duty  to  Jovian  296 

Sepulchres,  punifhment  of  thofe  who  profaned  them, 
excefles  of  Come  Chriftians,  laws  on  that  fubjed 

190,  &c.  (note) 

fierapion,  a  fenator,  Julian  writes  to  him  47 

Simonldei,  an  expreflion  of  55 

Singar&i   city  of,  demanded   by    Sapor   280.  Jovian 

makes  the  inhabitants  quit  it   '  308 

Sopater,  the  difciplc  of  Jamblichus  72.  149 

So/ipatcr,  (probably  the  lame)  Julian  writes  to  him         196 
Sozomen,  the  hiftorian,  his  murderous  doctrine  271- 

Suetonius,  a  paffage  of  explained  377 

Sun,  his  bleifings  739 

Surena,    the  general  of  the  Perfian  cavalrj',  fent   to 

Jovian  by  Sapor  275 

Stvan-foKg)  a  poetical  idea  37   (note) 

Sylofon,  ill  rewarded  by  Darius  73 

a  Roman  orator,  extolled  by  Julian  idj 

T. 

a^  a  hnme  for  Apollo  248 

Telcbixrs,  inhabitants  of  Rhodes,   their  ingenuity  tl.  (note) 
TemetMs,  the  eldeft  of  the  Heraclidu;  84 

Icrtullian,  a  fa£t  related  by  him  invalidated  370 

fenator  of  Conftantinople,  pronounces  the 
panegyric  of  Jovian  319.  part  of  that  elogium 
ibid.  &c.  fubftance  of  it  321 

itus,  quotation  from  7 

ra,  Julian   writes  to   her    10.  a  letter   to   her 
from  Libanius  Hid.  (note) 

7/jcoilore,  a  high  pried,  Julian  wrues  to  him  178 
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TbeoJorus,  named  in  a  divination,  and  put   to  death 

220 

<rkeopbrajlus,  quotation  from  50 

¥herapcuta^  their  fuperftition  156  (note) 

T'bifalpbata,  the  name  of  the  place  where  Jovian  re- 
entered  the  Roman  territories  296 
T'racians,  Julian  writes  to  them  125 
Tiberius,  Emperor,  his  propofal  for  placing  Jefus  Chrift 

among  the  Gods  re'ie<5led  370 

yitujj  bifbop  of  Boitraa,  Julian  endeavours  to  prejudice 
him  in  the   minds  of  the  people   14.5.  his  tenets 

ibid,   (note) 
Trajan,  Emperor  286.  34.9 

V.  and'U. 

accompanies  Luciilian  into  the  Gauls  354 

is  in  danger  of  his  life  355.  is  made  captain  of 
the  guards  356.  fucceeds  Jovian  362.  afibciates 
his  brother  Valens  in  the  empire  363  (note) 

ns,  heretics  118 

farronian^  Count,  father  of  Jovian  263.  die*  conful 

ele£fc  390 

•  —  an  infant,  fon  of  Jovian,  chofen  conful  in 

the  room  of  his  grandfather  357.  his  unhappy  fate  364. 
Vehicles,  public,  their  danger  and  inconvenience  203 

Vefontio  (now  Befan^on)  defcribed  0,7 

Vetranio,  his  revolt  288  (note) 

Ifr,  a  caftle  of  Alefopotamia  287 

W. 

W~arlurton^  bifhop,  his  "  Julian"  61  (note)  6a  (note) 

Wolf  us,  John  Chriflopher,  his  edition  of  the  Epiille* 

of  Libaiiius  225  (note) 

Z. 

7.eimbicarl,  Francis,  his  Latin  Epiftles  of  Libanius  225  (note) 
Z?™,  a  celebrated  phyfician,  Julian  writes  to  him  121 
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*V*  Since  this  work  has  been  printed  off,  I  ar$ 
enabled,  by  the  Nouveau  Diftionnaire  Hiftorique  *, 
fame  edition,  6  tomes,  Zvo,  a  Caen,  1779),  to  add 
the  following  account  of  a  writer  to  whom  I  am 
much  obliged. 

BLETERIE  (JoHN  PHIJ.IP  RENE  .de  la),  born  at 
Jlennes,  died  in  "an  advanced  age,  in  1772.  He 
was  a  pan  of  learning,  was  much  attached  to 
religion,  and  his  morals  did  not  belie  his  prin- 
ciples. His  knowledge,  being  folid  and  diversified, 
rendered  his  conyerfation  interefting  and  improv- 
ing. He  published  feveral  works,  which  have 
been  well  received  by  the  public,  i.  ¥he  Hijiory 
of  Julian  the  Apoftate  f,  Paris,  1735.  1746.  121110. 
a  curious  performance,  well  written*  and  dif- 
tinguifhed  at  once  by  its  impartiality,  precifion, 
elegance,  and  judgement.  2,  T/:e  Hijiory  of  th$ 
Emperor  Jovian,  with  tranflations  of  fome  works 
of  the  Emperor  Julian,  Paris,  1748,  2  vols.  izrr.o. 


*  The  work  fo  ftyled,  ou  Htftoire  abregee  de  tous  Its 
bommes  guifc  font  fait  un  nomme  par  le  Genie,  les  Talens,  les 
f-rertus,  les  Erreurs,  &t,  detuiile  commencement  du  monde  iujqua 
noi  jours,  par  unc  Socicte  tie  Gens  de  lettrei,  is  of  itfelf  a  library. 

t  This  work,  it  is  obfervable,  is  not  fo  entitled  by  the 
author,  bxit  iblely  Fie  de  rEmfereur  Julien, 
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Page 
17.  note  f  1.  i.  n 

' '  \vas  truly" 
26.  note  t  !•  6-  f. 
3"t.  note  *  1.  2.  r.  *'  common 

"  reading" 

65.  1.  13.  r. '  Chalds' 

66.  is  mifpaged 

$2.  note  *1.  3.  r.*  ftps'.  To»V 
95*  note  *  1.  74  r.  '  ^va-uvna-' 

97.  note  f  1.  7.  «  F.  Mar- 
tinius,'  &c.  belongs  to  the 
next  note 

102.  note  -f- 1.  i.  r.  *  Tai^ia't.' 
124.  1.  13.  After 'friends' add 
$  and  prefix  the  fame  re- 
ference to  the  note  be- 
ginning  "  Julian,  it  ap- 
pears," kc. 
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159.  1.  5.  r* '  Conftans* 

165.  note  *  1.  3.  r. «  Phsedon4 

169^  note  *  1.  i.  r.  *  4>ga^»' 

206.  1.  the  laft,  r. « confeftaTn-* 

214.  1.4.  r.  (21) 

540.  note  *   h   the  laft,  r* 

«  Chiliades' 
259.  is  mifpaged 
279.  note  *  1. 3<  r. c  to  whom* 
284.  1.  3.  fr.  the  bottom,  r. 

*  as  were' 
291.  note  f  1.  3.  r.  *  a  Latin' 

333.   note  f  1.  3.  r.  *  Traeri' 

341.  1.  17.  r.  *  Bernicius' 
to  note  f  add     B. 

361.  note  *  1.  i.  after  '  Arri- 
mianus',  add  a  comma 


FINIS. 
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